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Phono. Discs—Not Radio—Develop 


Singers; NBC Flopped on Ink Spots 





Ad agency impresarios generally 
agree that the phonograph industry 
has taken over from radio the func- 
tion of developing singers. It’s been 
four or five years since a single vo- 


calist has been made by radio but 
phonograph records can lay claim 
to the clicking of such singers as the 
Andrew Sisters, Bonnie Baker and 
the Ink Spots. The latter (colored) 
combination was on NBC for years 
but they made no headway in pop- 
ularity until they started making 
records for Decca. Their ‘If I Didn’t 

Care’ started them, As a result of 
this shift in material developing 
goureccs agency men have begun to 
make themselves more conversant 
with the latest output of the disc 
mills, 

Not so long ago it was radio that 
produced candidates for popular at- 
tention in other media such as films, 
stage and discs. Now the course is 
reversed, with radio waiting to see 


what the other media succeed in! 


grooming to headliner brackets. 





Refugee Lawyer Writes 
Play, Starring Himself, 
To Hurdle U.S. Barrier 


Ingenious attempt to get into the 
United States via a play which he 
has written to star himself is being 
made by a former top-ranking Ber- 
lin attorney. Drama, now going the 
rounds of New York agents, is by 
Dr. Erich M. Frey, who is exiled 
in Chile and unable to obtain a per- 
mit to enter this country under the 
quota law. 

With plenty of time on his hands, 
Dr. Frey set out to hurdle the immi- 
station technicalities. So he wrote 
the play and tailor-made the major 
role to fit himself. Now he hopes to 





find a producer to stage it and thus | 


obtain a visiting actor’s permit, 
which would allow him to enter the 
country without awaiting the quota 
allowance, 


Play deals with various aspects of 
criminality, with the leading player 
an attorney—the part Dr. Frey would 
essay. It is titled ‘Das Dritte Ohr’ 
(The Third Ear’) and has just been 
translated from the German by the 
Hans Bartsch agency, international 
play brokers. Dr. Frey, who is Jew- 
‘sh, appeared as defense counsel in 
Many famous Berlin political trials. 


Having Fun for $1.50 


Des Moines, Jan. 9. 
ant Little, radio columnist for 
S0-KRNT in the Des Moines 

po Sister and Tribune, is organizing a 
ontest for Alka-Seltzer on ‘How to 
ave Fun on $1.50,’ 

‘a te two winners will have an all- 

dense paid trip to Chicago. 











Brain Operation Filmed 





Tokyo, Dec. 15. 

The first medical picture in 
sound to be produced in this 
country will soon be released for 
educational purposes. 

Pic is the work of Dr. Kagoto 
Saito, head of a section of the 
Nagoya Medical University, and 
will show a delicate piece of sur- 
gery upon the brain of an eple- 
leptic. Operation will be accom- 
panied by music. 











BOWLING NEW 


MENACE T0 B.0. 








Minneapolis, Jan. 9. 

; Bowling is the latest concern of 
|exhibitors in the territory. With 
|the public going strong for the game 
in ever increasing numbers, alleys 
|are springing up like mushrooms 
|everywhere. What’s more, they’re 
| playing to capacity business, divert- 
ing much trade away from the show- 
houses. 

The alarming part of the develop- 
ment is that women are becoming as 
good customers of the bowling allies 
as the men, it’s pointed out by ex- 

|hibitors. Leagues are being formed 
right and left. 


with all of the exchanges and many 
exhibitors represented. 

Bowling is being exploited as a 
weight reducer for the fair sex, but 
‘its adds up as an additional head- 
ache for exhibitors. 


WHAT TO CALL BABY 
A 15G RADIO CONTEST 


Pepsodent will give away $15,000 
as prizes in a name picking contest, 
slated to start on the Bob Hope pro- 
gram Jaw. 30. The object of the 
name will be the infant daughter of 
Bill Goodwin, announcer and stooge 
on the show. She was born two 
weeks ago. Winner of the name 
that’s pinned on the youngster will 
get $5,000. 

The last time that Pepsodent had 
a similar name picking contest it 
involved Madame Queen’s baby in 
\the Amos ’n’ Andy script. The con- 
test drew 2,500,000 boxtops. 











| 
3d Starrer At 2 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 


Baby Sandy starts her third Uni- | 


versal starrer, ‘Sandy Is a Lady,’ 
this month, shortly after she reaches 
the age of two. 

Moppet celebrates 
| birthday Jan, 14. 


her second 


Here in Minneapolis | 
they’ve even formed a film league, | 


BREAKS TERRIBLE 
THIRTIES’ GLOOM 


Song Sheet and Phonograph 
Disc Sales Figures for 
1939, with Promise of 
Even Better 1940, Marks 
Recovery From Headache 
Decade — And One of 
Few Industries in Amer- 
ica to Really Turn the Tide 








LEADERS NAMED 





So far as the popular music in- 
dustry of the United States is con- 
cerned the Terrible Thirties decade 
has ended with a complete restora- 
tion of vigor and public affection. 
Tentative estimates for both song 
sheet and phonograph record sales 
for 1939 are sensational when con- 
trasted with the snails-pace of only 
a few years ago. Taken together 
with the present number and popu- 
larity of name dance orchestras the 
figures are eloquent of one of the 
most amazing comebacks ever scored 
within amusements and, in a wider 
sense, makes the music industry one 
of the few American businesses to 
really climb out of the 1930-40 vale. 

Through a check on jobber sources 
it is estimated that the turnover of 


(Continued on page 55) 


AUTOGRAPH SECRETARY 
SAVES WEAR AND TEAR 


Detroit, Jan. 9. 








Here’s a tip to all 
hounded actors, actresses, politicians, 
prizefighters, authors and other ce- 
lebrities who wear out their good 
right—or left—arms in signatures or 
handclasps. Gov. Luren Dickinson, 
no mean shakes at copping publicity, 


Autographs. 
Jean Spotts, 19 and attractive, as his 
glad-handing secretary. 

Wherever the Governor goes there 
will go Velma. She will hand out 
pretty little autographed cards, signed 
by the Governor at leisure, embel- 
lished, what’s more, by the State seal 
of Michigan. She also will help to 
greet visitors, doubling for the Gov- 
ernor on the hand-pumping business. 

The aged Dickinson has been called 
upon to address what he calls ‘mob 
meetings’ at least 25 times since his 
eastern junket, when he returned 
from the conference of Governors in 
New York to criticize ‘high life in 
high places.’ 

To avoid handshakes and auto- 
graph hounds he has been ducking 
out of the backdoors, but the crowds 
and his political chums don’t like 
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Laughton Meets Memphis Femmes 


Their Sorrow 





What About Stripes? 


Ft. Worth, Jan. 9. 

Convicts at the Huntsville state 
penitentiary have a weekly ra- 
dio program, ‘30 Minutes Behind 
Prison Walls.’ Over the recent 
holidays the cons got 6,000 pieces 
of fan mail. 

One fan wrote: ‘I love your 
voice. Meet me in the lobby of 
the hotel. Wear a white carna- 
tion.’ 


PARIS NITE LIFE 














And They Express 





Memphis, Jan. 9. 
Charies Laughton’s one-day excur- 
sion here for Dixie premiere of 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ won gen- 


eral favor from all save the ladies 
of the Memphis Better Films 
Council. 

Academy award winner generally 
made favorable impression at cock- 
tail party, two brief personals on 
Malco Palace stage, where picture is 
showing, and with the press. But 
Better Filmers are still snorting 
their displeasure. 

Femmes squawked that Laughton 
was untidy, wore no vest, had twist- 
ed string for necktie and dirty shirt. 
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Paris, Jan, 1. 


A few more shades of gay are be-| 
ing put back into ‘gay paree’ follow- | 
ing several new decisions taken by | 
local military authorities towards | 
normalizing the capital’s night life. | 

The ban on public dancing, on} 
since the start of the war, has been| 
lifted and 40 dancehalls have re- 
ceived permission to reopen, This | 
was decided upon after the one-day | 
trial of resuming dancing, on St. | 
Catherine’s Day (Nov. 26), was con-| 
sidered a huge success, 

The 11 p.m. curfew was set aside | 
to permit merrymaking over the! 


| Christmas holidays, according to an-| 


other offcial announcement, Prefect | 
of Police Langeron was authorized to | 
permit cafes, restaurants, dancehalls, | 

(Continued on page 55) 








autograph- 


| 
| 


| 


| 
i 
| 
| 


| 
§. A. LYNCH, PIC EXHIB, | 
BUYS FLORIDA RAILROAD 


Hair wasn’t combed, they said. Nor 
were they pleased with the frankness 
of the passage about women from 
‘Rembrandt’ which he read to them, 
topped by awkward remark that he 
hoped all the ladies’ little boys 
would feel that way about them. 
About 400 females were there; at 
least a dozen telephoned the news- 
paper later to complain about its 
guest. 

Funny twist to incident was that 
this was the only chore arranged by 
Terry Turner and Don Prince, han- 
dling visit, to which Britisher had 
objected. He said he was no lecturer 
and couldn’t bear to face so many 
women at once, 


Cheese Was Too Much, 
So Philly’s City Hall Ne 
Longer OK’s Free Ads 


Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 


Theatrical and film press agents 
who were able to promote free ads 
in lights on the sides of City Hall 
ballyhooing their productions in the 
past will get the thumbs-down treat- 
ment on this gag in the future. 








| Mayor Robert E. Lamberton, who 


Miami, Jan. 9. 
S. A. Lynch, veteran showman and 


has just appointed a Secretary of/| partner of Paramount in the opera- 
He picked out Velma | tion of a circuit of theatres in Miami 


and vicinity, has acquired control of 
the Florida East Coast Railway. | 
Bonds on the line have been in de-} 
fault for some time. 

Negotiations were carried on'! 
through J. P. Morgan & Co. of New | 
York. 

Lynch, owner of numerous hotels | 
in Miami as well as other real es- | 
tate, has sold Venetian Islands, de- | 
velopment near Miami. 


Film Radio’s History | 








Twentieth-Fox is readying a story 
concerning the rise of radio from | 
the crystal sets to television and | 
plans using Alice Faye and. Don 
Ameche in the leading roles. It 





that. He figures that he still is good | 
lfor about 10-minutes of finger 
' crushing, but after that the secretary 
cuts in. 


may be one of the ace productions 
on the company’s: 1940-41 schedule. 

Radio stars of the past decade 
would be included in the cast. j 


‘went into office New Year’s Day, 


put the kibosh on it with the ukase 
that the municipal lights would only 
be used for civic and charitable 
events. 

_ Advertising men said the mazda 
signs, right in the heart of the city, 
were worth a couple of hundred 
dollars a days These were given 
gratis in the past to any p.a. who 
had an in with the Mayor or his 
secretary. ; 

A couple of months ago an ex- 
ploitation artist was successful in 
getting a sign: ‘Welcome Hour of 
Charm’ on the side of the Municipal 
Building ballyhooing the engagement 
of Phil Spitalny femme orch at the 
Earle. The ‘Leave It To Me’ troupe 
at the Forrest also got the same 
break. 

Even nitery artists were able to 
nail the choice spot with a ‘Welcome 
Joe Doakes’ in big, blazing lights. 
The low spot was reached when ‘Eat 
More Cheese’ was shown above 


|Broad and Market streets, herald- 


ing a convention of cheese manufac- 
turers, 
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RKO Reorg, After 7 Yrs. in Ct, 
Finally in Clear; Trustee Will 
Turn Over All Assets This Month 





The final hearing in the N. Y. 
federal court concerning RKO was 
held yesterday (Tuesday) before 
anur William Bondy. At this hear- 
ng, Hamilton C. Rickaby, repre- 
senting the Atlas Corp., proponents 
of the plan of reorganization, re- 
vealed to the court that before the 
end of January all assets of the com- 
pany, now in the hands of the 
trustee, Irving Trust, would be 
transferred to the new company. An 
order providing for the transfer will 


+. 





Love Feast 





Hollywood, Jan. 9. 


‘My Little Chickadee’ wound 
up just that way at Universal, 
without a single gesture of war- 
fare between Mae West and W. 
C. Fields. 

As an example for Europe, 
the peaceful stars tossed a party 
for the cast and crew at the 
studio commissary. 





be given Bondy for his signature 
Friday (12). 

Monday (8) was the last day for 
subscribing to the new stock. It was 
disclosed that 250,728 shares were 
subscribed to by Rockefeller Center 
and the unsecured creditors. Of this 
amount, Rockefeller Center took 
163,629 shares, the American Co., an 
Atlas subsidiary, 77,871, and the 
other unsecured creditors took 87,099. 

This leaves 249,272 shares to be 
taken by Atlas at $3 a share, or 
$747,816. Since Atlas’s compensation 
will be $102,000, Atlas will receive 
these shares at $645,816. Applica- 
tions for fees will be filed within the 
month. 

Last Hitch Gone 








GLETT TO HYPO 
GENL’S INDIE 
“FINANCING 


Increased activity in financing of 
independent producing units by 
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Zanuck’s N. Y. Confabs 


Darryl F. Zanuck is due in New 
York in a week or 10 days for home- 
office discussions. He will reach the 
east in time to attend the roadshow 
opening of “The Bluebird’ at the 
| Hollywood, scheduled for Jan. 19. 
| Harry Brand is on ahead of Zan- 
‘uck and will also stay through the 
premiere. 


Quota Compliance 
Forces Renewal 


Of London Prod. 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
| Sudden surge of American film 
companies to resume production in 
England is result of the British gov- 
ernment’s demand that they live up 
to the quota act. Twentieth-Fox 
was the only company that continued 
filming over there without interrup- 
tion, according to Robert Kane, in 
charge of British production for the 
Westwood outfit. 

With his British-made slate of 
seven. pictures completed for the 
| 1939-40 quota, Kane is here to spend 























Denial by the supreme court in| General Film Industries, Inc., is un- six weeks on the home lot. Mean- 
Washington of a writ of certiorari to | gerstood to be the purpose of the or- while, his organization over there is 


Ernest W. Stirn, holder of 1,234 
ehares of RKO common, and H. Cas- 
sel & Co., holding $175,000 in se- 
curities, ends the last hitch to the 
RKO plan of reorganization. On 
Jan, 27-the case will have been in 
seven 
years, a record. 

Proceedings to finish up the case 
now call for just three things. In 


order, they are the transfer of as- | 


sets of RKO now held by Irving 
Trust, company’s trustee, to the new 
company and issuing of the new se- 
curities, which will also include the 


‘ganization in naming Charles L. 
Glett executive v.p. and opening a 
‘New York office. Glett resigned on 
| Dec. 1 as v.p. and operating head of 
| Eastern Service Studios, Astoria, 
|L. L, where he was active in obtain- 
_ing financing for indie producers de- 
, siring to work there. 

| Glett also plans increasing pro- 
, duction activity by GFI. He intends 
| setting up one or two additional 


units to turn out three films a year 


| working on two films for Metro, 
which closed its English studio when 
;war broke out. Other American 
/companies which shuttered their 
,London plants were Warners, Co- 
| lumbia, Paramount and RKO. Kane 
disclosed that one of the reasons for 
| Ambassador 
current trip was to persuade U. S. 
| producers to live up to their quota 
| agreements. 

' David Rose, head of Paramount’s 
production and distribution in Eng- 
land, completed plans for four Brit- 
_ish-made pictures before he left here 


Joseph P. Kennedy’s | 








Wednesday, January 10, 1910 














Meet the Payoff 





Probably the first time in his- 
tory that a newspaperman has 
had the distinction of introduc- 
ing a press agent to his own boss 
occurred at the cocktail party of 
the New York Critics Circle on 
Sunday (7). 

Bill Boehnel, of the World- 
Telegram, brought together for 
their initial handshake Sam 
Goldwyn and Ed Stein, who was 
named Goldwyn’s eastern p.4. 
about a month ago. 


FAIRBANKS UA 
STOCK HELD 
BY ESTATE 


One-fifth portion of the stock of 
United Artists owned by the Elton 
Corp., personal] holding company of 
the late Douglas Fairbanks, will 
temporarily, at least, remain in the 
latter’s estate. It provides a vir- 
tually guaranteed minimum income 
of $50,000 a year. Not mentioned in 
Fairbank's will, which was filed last 
week, the important block of stock 
will be sold oniy if and when the 
time is favorable, Dennis F. O’Brien, 
counsel] for the estate, declared. 

Actual UA stock cannot be split up 
'according to the Fairbanks agree- 
|ment with the distributing company, 
‘but there is no provision against the 
Elton piecemealing. However, an 
|important point involving future 
control of the UA block has come up 
jon attorneys are now studying 
| whether it is possible for someone to 

















Washington, Jan. 9, 
Confidence that booming businesg 
will continue to help amusements ig 


seen in President Roosevelt's budget - 


for the fiscal year opening July j 
and Treasury Department revenue 
and expenditure calculations. Rec. 
ord-breaking yield from admissions 
tax in the coming annum is forecast 
by the expert estimators. 

Any remaining hope of a lighter 
levy was virtually erased by the 
budget message. Besides failing to 
urge lifting of any existing imposts, 
the President called for $460,000,089 
in new taxes to defray additional] 
national defense costs. Congress 
may disregard the demand for added 
revenue, but because the Govern. 
ment again will spend far more than 
it takes in there is no reason for be- 
lieving the amusement industry can 
obtain material relief from the pres. 


ent 10% bite on all ducats over 40¢,. 


Besides raising the original esti- 
mate for receipts for the current 
year, the Treasury Department fore- 
cast collections of $21,600,000 amuse. 
ment taxes in the 1941 fiscal period, 
This is $800,000 higher than the pre- 
vious peak, set in 1938, and $1,100,000 
more than the collections expected 
this year. 

The Treasury’s calculations showed 
that the upturn, which set in Jast 
spring is expected to continue for 
another 18 months, the duration of 
the forecast. In revising nearly all 
the guesses made in January, 1939, 
the experts boosted the estimated ad- 
missions tax yield for the current 
year from $19,200,000 to $20,500,000. 
The latter figure is only $300,000 
short of the best previous haul. 

Supplemental tables also showed 
that the Government grab in the 
year ended June 30, 1939, exceeded 
anticipations, Actual take from 
amusements was $19,470,801, com- 
pared with advance estimates of 
$18,400,000. Maximum was raked in 
in 1938, when turnstile contributions 
hit $20,800,779, 


... 


Gov't Sees Big Theatre Yr.; Figure 
On $21,600,000 in Amusement Taxes 


| Bal 


offering of 500,000 shares of common ' 





at $3 a share for purpose of payment | each, leaving intact the units which to resume his job abroad. One of the | purchase chunks of Elton stock from | 


tet have just completed a series of 10. films calls for Madeleine Carroll in the various beneficiaries to the ex- | 
| 
of reorganization expenses and court | pix for Universal. 


Sect GFI story de-'a starring role. tent that he gets a majority interest | [y? 
oe ee Oye ere Oe | pertenent is now reading scripts to; Quartet cdnsists of ‘The Admirable in Elton and thus controls the UA | H wood CLEANS HOUSE 
part of the Atlas Co proponents of | choose potential material for the Crichton,’ ‘What Ho,’ an untitled ro- _ Shares. od E TAX 
Zz new producing outfits. ‘mance of the Round Table knights,| UA is a closed corporation and its OF FILM T0 EAS 


the plan of reorganization, expires 
" : , Glett also is attempting to and one based on the career of stock must be offered to the com- 
Hollywood, Jan. 9. 


Jan. 8. It was made to the un- | : 
i ‘straighten out the situation on an Barney Barnato, diamond king. | Pany for purchase before an outside 
secured creditors and to Rockefeller | g g rutis eas me came 
studios are doing their 
annual house cleaning prior to the 


| English unit GFI was prepared to Shooting starts early in spring. 
Center, and any shares not taken by | "8 prep 7 pring Sa einen ok the: cee ae has | ee 
and | visit of the personal property tax 


j back just as the Europe y 
ihe them, will be taken by Atlas. Lastly, | J uropean war never been on the market, but pro- 
BERNSTEIN SOLD 7,080 |Alexander Korda have both in the| assessor March 4. Idea is to remove 


q applications for allowances will be | broke out last September. This was 
made for aid in the reorganization. | headed by Walter A. Futter, with ducer-owners Sam Goldwyn 

’ | past offered $2,000,000 for another | exposed negative from the studio 

SHARES LOEW S STOCK | one-fifth interest. | shelves and get it out of the state to 

| avoid taxation. 
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These should exceed $3,000,000 in| Leslie Howard skedded to work in 
be cut down by Federal Judge | with RKO. Another new activity | | 
Bondy to $500,000-$750,000. for the company will be to produce : ; 
' : : rj | | Levies this year, on both com- 
EG On i SNe. Sate | SE SSS HE SAPS V ES OR SOMNETEE Washington, Jan. 9. U EXECS T0 COAST | shceell Gain eink ailawes 
ricula work should take the court films. | P P Pp “ 
summer before Judge Bondy signs former member of the New York ings of film company insiders dur- | —, a ge ge geen yong 
the order terminating the proceed-' stock exchange, GFI, had mainly ing November were revealed in last | ea a pa Bari 

ings. been a financing outfit previously. It week’s Securities & Exchange Com- | Hollywood, Jan. 9. | Siadies have about 90 features, 
Other developments of the past b.r.d. six Hopalong Cassidys for mission summary of transactions by! Nate Blumberg, William A. Scully, : 

and J. Cheever 


actual requests, which will probably | it, and release had been arranged | 
well into spring and possibly early | Headed by Lawrence W. Fox, Jr., Several small shifts in the hold- | ON PROD SCHEDUL | higher than last year’s, amounting 
week saw Federal Judge Bondy in , Paramount release, among others. |either in or ready for the cutting 
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New York, Monday (8), set Jan. 17 





| company executives and directors. 


| Biggest change was transfer by 
| David Bernstein of 7,080 shares of 
Loew’s common ‘in part payment of 
indebtedness.’ He still accounts for 
22,220 ~=shares. Loew’s’ continued 
tightening its grip on Boston Thea- 
tres, picking up 104 shares in three 
batches to swell the total holdings of 
the subsid to 100,307 pieces of the 
common. 

Samuel Broidy, of Boston, reported 


- the date pe : = oe 
owa to t i ue 
Pace Sever gg | CUKOR, HICKS, JR. WILL 
ateral n indentu 
- TOUR SOUTH AMERICA 


of the 6% Gold notes, and to George | 
John W. Hicks, Jr., and Adolph 


W. Alger, special master. 
Earlier in the week Judge Bondy | 
had rejected an application for al- 
Zukor sail Friday (12) for South 
America on a two-month tour of 
South American countries. 


lowances by Chemical and its at- 
Zukor left the Coast Monday (8) 


torneys, and ordered the bank to 
wait until all other allowances had 

and is due in New York tomorrow 
(Thursday). 


been filed. Chemical, which was 


trustee of a $6,000,000 note issue, of 
H’wood’s Alien Press 





gram Pictures, Corp. common. Ped- 


which $50,000 is still outstanding, is 
seeking $43,091, including $4,966 dis- | 
bursements for its services, and 
Chemical’s attorneys, Wright, Gor- | 
don, Zachry & Parlin, $25,000. Each | 
has received $10,000 as ad-interim 


during the month and wound up hav- 
| ing 1,600 shares plus 11,129 options. 
Daniel M. Sheaffer did more trading 
in voting trust certificates of Uni- 
versal Corp. He picked up 500 prox- 
'jes, boosting his own total to 18,500, 





| Joseph Seidelman 
Cowdin, top Universal 
arrived here yesterday (Monday) for 


Officials, | 


| 


‘a 10-day huddle on 1940-41 produc- | 


tion. Four executives will set line- 


up of product for next season, re- | 
, turning to New York in about two | 
| weeks. 


that he both bought and sold Mono- | 


dled 200 out of 900 shares acquired | 


All excepting Cowdin, chairman of 
the board, who took a plane, made 
the trip by train. 





‘Deutay’ for Crawford 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Joan Crawford gets star billing in 
‘Bombay Nights,’ based on the Louis 
Bromfield novel recently bought by 
Metro for $50,000. 
She is en route to Coasi. 





| 
| 


| 
| 


rooms and about 30 more stil] shoot- 


ing. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Lucille Ball. 
George Bancroft. 
Irving Berlin. 
William Boyd. , 
Grace Bradley. 
Louis Galhern. 
Trem Carr. 

John Carradine. 
Ernest Chappell 
Roy Disney. 

Ken Dolan. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Y. Frank Freeman. 
Clark Gable. 

Sam Goldwyn. 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 


allowances previously. , 
Foreign film correspondents have , 


besides his interest in 11,283 war- 
Alger, who has received two in- 


Mary Hayes. 
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ie . | rants held by Standard Capital Co., Edwin Knopf. 

ty it terim allowances of $27,500 and rae by 14 since the war jn which he has an undisclosed stake. Nate Blumberg. Milton Krims. 

7 ie $7,000 does not request any set sum, | po ia Latest checkup shows 84 Abraham Schneider acquired 100 William Bowers. ‘ Car] Krittner. 
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Unless Samuel Goldwyn has some- 
thing very unique up his cuff, gen- 
eral trade opinion is that the United 
Artists legal battery has jockeyed 
him into the unhappy position of 
possessing almost $1,000,000 worth of 
film for which he has no release. 
"The Westerner’ will shortly cross the 
finish tape at a cost of approxi- 
mately $975,000 and, unless Goldwyn 
is willing to gulp a heavy dose of 

is pride and give it to United Art- 
ints - release, he apparently will 
have to put it on the shelf. 

Although there is no official state- 
ment from Warner Bros. that the 
deal announced last week for dis- 
tribution of the film is off, there is 
likewise no denial of reports to that 
effect. Paramount and RKO have 
declined becoming legal guinea pigs 
for the Goldwyn strategy of UA con- 
tract ‘terminating’ and it appears un- 
likely that other companies will of- 
fer themselves. 

Goldwyn, who arrived in New 
York Friday (5) night, in accordance 
with instructions from his attorney, 
Max D. Steuer, kept his lips tightly 
zippered on the entire matter. 
Steuer was little more voluble ex- 
cept to express indignation at the 
trade press reports of the ‘Westerner’ 
deal being off. 

Goldwyn trained from the Coast to 
Chicago with James Mulvey, his 
eastern rep, and planed the re- 
mainder of the~distance.. He os- 
tensibly came in to accept the New 
York film critics’ award Sunday (7) 
for ‘Wuthering Heights’ as the best 
picture of the year, but has held a 
series of huddles in his Waldorf suite 
with Steuer. He returns to the Coast 
today (Wednesday) or tomorrow. 

Warner break resulted from a let- 
ter by Charles Schwartz, co-counsel 
for UA with O’Brien, Driscoll & 
Raftery, to WB’s legal department. 
This so upset the Warner counsel 
they immediately advised breaking 
off the Goldwyn deal, which had 
been negotiated on the Coast by 
Harry Warner; Gradwell Sears, sales 
chief; Abe Schneider, company treas- 
urer, and Joe Bernhard, Warner cir- 
cuit head. 


Threatens Injunction Suit 


Schwartz letter threatened an in- 
junction suit against WB to prevent 
distribution and an action for dam- 


(Continued on page 53) 


MG PAR, 20TH 
CUT TO 40 PIX 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Only 40 pictures each will be re- 
leased by Metro, Paramount and 
20th-Fox for 1940-41, according to 
advance indications. 








‘Pinocchio’ In After 
2 Years of Cartooning 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

Walt Disney wound up camera 
work on his animated cartoon, ‘Pin- 
occhio,’ after two years of shooting 
and turned it over to crew for the 
working-in of sound track on the 
master print. 

Tentative release is set for Feb. 23. 
Original plan was to send it out this 
month, 


UA-PRODUCER 
DEAL NEAR 
CLOSING - 


Addition of another producer to 
the United Artists fold is expected 
this week, with deal having been vir- 
tually worked out and only signa- 
turing of the papers needed to make 
it official. Name of the newcomer: 
is being kept secret, even the UA 
staff not being let in on it. Murray 
Silverstone, company’s chief, is 
known to have been negotiating re- 
cently with the Frank Capra-Robert 
Riskin unit. It is not believed, how- 
ever, that the Capra-Riskin deal is up 
to the announcement stage yet. 

Another change in tte UA pro- 
ducer setup being arranged, it is said, 
is for Alexander Korda to transfer 
his activities from London to Holly- 
wood when he finishes his present 
propaganda film for the British Ad- 
miralty, ‘Chasing the U-Boat.’ 
Korda, Silverstone and other UA ex- 
ecs confabbed on the switch when 
the English producer-owner was in 
the U. S. about a month ago. 

James Roosevelt’s unit, product of 
which will be distributed by UA, will 
get underway on its first picture, 
‘The Bat,’ in April. Roosevelt has 
also purchased ‘Storm in Paradise,’ 
by David Boehm and Henri Ver- 
stappen, and ‘Love Song,’ which will 
be published in novelette form in 
McCall’s mag in February. Latter 
is for fall production. 

Silverstone was careful to point 
out that Samuel Goldwyn, with whom 
Roosevelt was associated and who is 
now in a battle with UA, will not 
be the financial or directing angel 
behind the new producer. ‘Mr. 
Roosevelt has not only financed and 
organized his own company,’ Silver- 
stone said, ‘but will be, in every way, 
the guiding spirit behind his pic- 
tures.’ 


LEVY GOES WEST 

















Many will be made in England, 


@ three studios have each an- 
et up to six English pictures 
or next season, but it’s understood 

cir quota for new season won't ex- 
feed 40 pictures, which constitutes 


heavy tri 
m numerically over past 
S€asons, . . 








Par Narrows Down 


Spped up with Hollywood names. | 


Set with Universal for the produc- 
tion of one picture, to be followed in 
all probability by others, Jules Levy 
left for the Coast last night (Tues.) 
to prepare for the filming of ‘The 
Boys From Syracuse,’ his initialer as 
a producer. Setting up his own pro- 
ducing company, known as Mayfair 
Productions. Levy's deal is one for 
release only. 

Until recently Levy was general 
sales manager of RKO, his entire 








Cartoon Feature Field 


Several votes by Paramount execs 

d 

‘Some from about 20 to four the 

cart, € subjects for a feature-length 

as by Max Fleischer to suc- 
Gulliver’s Travels’, Final se- 








‘ection will be made within the next 
CW weeks 


yen the right subject, it is said 
diet ars story department, is made 
Cult by demand of the com- 


a heads that it not be scarey, 
have suspense. 


ng the past few weeks have re-. 


career having been spent in distri- 
|bution and theatre operation. He 
| resigned from RKO _ about two 
months ago, his deal with U follow- 


ing. ~ 


Einfeld Heading East 


Charles S. Einfeld, WB v.p. in 
charge of publicity-advertising, is 
due in New York Friday (12) for 
homeoffice huddles. Grad Sears 





probably will return from the Coast 


TO MAKE ‘SYRACUSE’ 


PICTURES 





VARIETY 3 








TO QUERY LAGK | 


UF ATTENDANCE 


Film Companies Particulary 
Anxious to Know What Is 
Keeping Public Away 
From Theatres — Though 
Basic Industries and Agri- 
culture Showed Definite 
Upturn in ’39, Admish 
Scales Drepped Slightly 








ALONG RADIO LINES 





Strong possibility looms that the 
motion picture industry in the 
spring will employ a professional 
agency to scnd interviewers into 
thousands of homes of every type 
in every part of the country to de- 
termine why people are not attend- 
ing. films. It'll be a takeoff on a 
radio survey. 

While business statistics indicate a 
decided upturn in basic industries 
and agriculture—which it is figured 
should be reflected in increased 
theatre attendance—there is no pro- 
portionate gain at the boxoffices. 
Fact is, confidential Hays office fig- 
ures show that film admissions dur- 
ing 1939, with the average admis- 
sion price lowered, have been con- 
siderably below expectations. 

Problem of what is keeping the 
public away from theatres is one for 
which production, distribution and 
circuit execs have been unable to 
find a satisfactory answer. They 
have not only pondered it for the 
past year, but worried over it plenty. 
They feel it is one of the toughest 
nuts the industry has ever been 
called upon to crack and one that 
is vital to its future existence. 

Several quiet confabs have been 
held by circuit and distribution offi- 
cialg with members of the Hays of- 
fice staff on a plan, or method for 


(Continued on page 55) 


RKO PAYS 1606 
TO FORGET PIC 
BY WELLES 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

RKO is shelving ‘Heart*ef Dark- 
ness,’ which was to have been the 
first film by Orson Welles, due to the 
estimated budget of $1,100,000. 

Studio figured the film was over- 
board on coin, so it discharged its 
obligations to Welles and cast he as- 
sembled by paying off $160,000 to 
forget about ‘Darkness.’ 

Welles and John Houseman have | 
dissolved their partnership, House- 
man going back to Broadway and 
Welles remaining in Hollywood. 

They had been partners since 
birth of the Mercury Theatre. 
Houseman insists that Welles be- 
longs on Broadway, in spite of his 
ambition to make pictures. 


Freeman Will Huddle 











La Guardia Claims $25,000,000 Will 
Be Spent and 125 Pix Made in N. Y. 
In Next 2 Yrs. Vague on Tee-Off 





‘Stahl, Starr Combo 
To Produce Col Pair 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
John M. Stahl closed a deal to 
produce two pictures this year on 
the Columbia lot in association with 
Irving Starr. 
Financing will be equally split be- 
tween Stahl and the studio. 


HORNER HEARS 
BIOFF MATTER 
TODAY (WED.) 


Chicago, Jan. 9. 

Matter of ordering William Bioff’s 
extradition from California, which 
has become a local political issue 
and the cause celebre of a $250,000 
libel suit filed by Gov. Horner against 
the Chicago Daily News, will come 
up again tomorrow (Wed.) in Spring- 
field when the Governor resumes 
hearings on the application. Motion 
for the return to Illinois of- Bioff, 
coast labor leader and representative 
of George E. Browne, president of 
the IATSE, is being made by Thomas 
Courtney, Chicago prosecutor, who is 
is posession of records that Bioff in 
1922 slipped from under a six-months 
sentence in the Bridewell. 
Bioff was detained by Los Angeles 
police on telegraph request by Court- 
ney and subsequently released pend- 
ing issuance of an extradition order 
by Gov. Horner. Latter is reported 
to have asked the state’s Attorney 
General, John Cassidy, for an opinion 
and investigation, and it is believed 
generally in political and labor cir- 
cles here that the state’s top legal 
officer will advise that the necessary 
papers be issued immediately by the 
governor. 


Bioff’s attorneys have contended 
that the records of the one-time con- 
viction of the labor negotiator were 
dug up at this time because of ani- 
mosities created by labor disputes 
in the film studios. 


BERMAN TO METRO ON 
3-YR. PRODUCER DEAL 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Pandro Berman signed a _ three- 
| year pact as producer at Metro, mov- 
ing in about Feb. 1. 

Deal calls for straight salary, 
without the percentages he formerly 
collected as executive producer at 
RKO. 


Ross Quits As Exec, But 
Will Produce For Roach 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Frank Ross, executive vice-presi- 
dent of Hal Roach studio since last 





























With Par Heads in N.Y. 


Y. Frank Freeman, vice-president | 


of Paramount in charge of the studio | 
at Hollywood, is due in New York | 
early next week for home office 
conferences with Barney Balaban, 
Stanton L. Griffis, Neil F. Agnew, 
Austin C. Keough and others. Mat- 
ters on the agenda are of a general | 
character, including production plans | 
of the immediate future as well as 








shortly afterwards. 

Einfeld probably will devote part | 
of his time to personally supervising 
the premiere of ‘Fighting 69th.’ 





for 1940-41. | 
Since going out to the studio two 
years ago, Kreeman has been east | 


| only on one occasion since then. 


spring, resigned that job to produce 
two pictures on the same lot. 

Ross joined the Roach outfit two 
years ago as a reader, later becom- 
ing story editor and stepping up to 
the vice-presidency after the resig- 
nation of Mil#en Bren. 


Look’s Shorts Via Par 


Paramount is} discussing a deal 
with Look magazine to distribute a 





| series of shorts the mag proposes 


making. 

The first, already completed, has | 
been viewed by Par but so far a! 
deal has not been closed. } 


New York’s Mayor Fiorello La 
Guardia Monday (8) told reporters 
that the next two years would see 
$25,000,000 spent on product and 
more than 125 pictures made in the 
metropolis. The mayor declared 
that N. Y. was contributing 27% of 
the total income of Hollywood and 
it was only fair that an equal pro- 
—" of work should come to this 
city. 

‘We have made pretty good prog- 
ress, not as much as I would like, but 
a great deal more than some of the 
stand-patters can possibly absorb.’ 

The mayor also disclosed that ‘sev- 
eral major film companies have ap- 
proved our plans for eastern pro- 
duction.” A cinema city is under 
consideration with developments far 
past the talking stage. 


It was disclosed in this regard that 
all producers would work together 
on this lot, which will be large 
enough to handle all production. In 
the meanwhile, production will be 
carried on at the Eastern Service 
and Biograph studios. The Mayor 
refused to divulge the location of 
the new studio, pointing out that 
should it become known the real es- 
tate values would jump consider- 
ably. 

La Guardia stated that he had 
spoken to many executives of the 
film industry, some of whom had 
vision and were willing to cooperate. 
He admitted failure to get together 
with others. 


Wants ‘Harmony’ 


‘New York does not want to take 
anything away from Hollywood,” 
La Guardia declared, ‘We expect to 
work in complete harmony and with 
the cooperation of Hollywood. We 
realize there is a great deal of cap- 
ital invested in Hollywood, but we 
feel we should be able to make our 
share of films the same as London 
does.’ 

As to when actual production 
would start La Guardia was some- 
what vague. He declared that vari- 
ous producers would gradually start 
to work in the east. Pinned down 
for a date, he said that some films 
would be shot before summer. He 
hastened to add that they would not 
all be grade A productions, but 


(Continued on page 18) 
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HAYS MAY SURVEY PUBLIC 


Coldwyn’s $975,000 ‘Westerner’ May 
Find Berth on Shelf WB Deal Off 
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MAJOR COS. WIN SWEEPING VICTORY — 
IN BALTO ANTI-TRUST SUIT DECISION 








U. S. District Court Judge Dismisses Every Item in 
Westway Compiaint—Justifies Clearance and 
Zoning Practices—Important to Pending Actions 


+. 





» 


Baltimore, Jan. 9. 
Major film companies won a 
sweeping victory in an anti-trust ac- 


Rep. Kramer 


tion through a decision handed down 
(3) by Judge W. Calvin Chestnut, 


of the U. S. District Court of Mary- 
land. Plaintiff was the Westway 
theatre, a neighborhood operation, 
which sought through the Sherman 
act to prove conspiracy and trade 
restraint against the Frank H. Dur- 
kee interests, which operate more 
than 20 Baltimore theatres, and seven 
of the eight major distributors, RKO 
alone being excluded from the com- 
plaint. Company defendants were 
20th-Fox, Columbia, Loew’s, Inc., 
Paramount, United Artists, Vita- 
graph, Inc., and Universal. Suit was 
filed in July, 1939. 


Judge Chestnut dismissed every 
item of the complaint, the general 
nature of which covered the familiar 
charges of discrimination against an 
independent theatre which is desig- 
nated by the film companies as a 
subsequent-run in favor of a circuit- 
owned and operated house. Impor- 
tance of the decision lies ir the 
court’s justification of the cle 
principle, as a film trade pia « 
and the affirmation of the distribu- 
tors’ contention that film exchanges 
have a legal right to select their 
own customers and set up clearance 
periods consistent with general trade 
procedure. 


Many of the issues raised, during 
the week’s trial of the action in No- 
vember, are similar to pcints which 
the Department of Justice has em- 
phasized in pending anti-trust ac- 
tions against the major film com- 
panies in the civil suit which will 
be tried in New York in the spring. 
Distributor attorneys also are en- 
couraged that the decision will be of 
aid in other Government suits in 
which major companies are co- 
defendants with independently owned 
circuits. The suits involving Schine 
Bros. Circuit and the Griffith chain, 
in the southwest, will be defended 
by reference to Judge Chestnut’s de- 
cision. 

The presiding Judge is one of the 
ranking federal jurists. He con- 
ducted the trial of Judge Manton in 
New York last year. 

Highlights in the findings, which 
covered an 18-page decision, were 
that uniformity of clearance clauses 
in various distributor license agree- 
ments do not constitute collusion 
when separately negotiated; that the 
building of a new theatre in a com- 
petitive area does not create any 
Jegal right to demand the sale by 
distributors of a similar or prior run 
over an established customer, and 
that, although clearance of one the- 
atre over another actually is a pref- 
erence, it does not follow that pub- 
lic interest is involved in any illegal 
meaning. 


ODD SEX ANGLE 








In Copyright 
Chair, Liked 


Washington, Jan, 9. 

Sympathy for both radio and films 
instead of the chilliness they ex- 
perienced before is in prospect now 
that the House Patents Committee 
has been taken over by Congress- 
man Charles Kramer of Los Angeles. 
The California Democrat, close to 
numerous picture industry tin-hats, 
fills the shoes of late William I. Sir- 
ovich, New Yorker who scribbled 
plays and practiced medicine when 
not legislating. 
Little chance that any copyright 
measures will be taken up for an- 
other month or more was seen by 
ramer following his designation 
Monday (8) as chairman. With sev- 
eral vacancies to be filled, several 
other important matters on the cal- 
endar, and the usual congestion early 
in the session, the Hollywoodian said 
he did not see how his group could 
even think about measures to mod- 
ernize the 30-year-old statute for 
several weeks. Besides, he has to go 
home to attend to his law practice. 

Selection of Kramer is a real break 
for radio and pictures. Although he 
was fourth on the Democratic ros- 
ter, the Californian has appreciation 
for the important isues in dispute 
not only because of several years’ 
service on the Patents Committee 
but because of his back-home ac- 
quaintances. He is known in the 
House as the self-appointed spokes- 
man for the picture producers and 
keeps in close touch with the music 
users, both cinematic and kilocycl'c. 








Carmen Miranda Goes 


Carmen Miranda, Brazilian per- 
sonality-singer current in ‘Streets of 
Paris,’ is being set for one of the 
leading roles in ‘South American 
Way,’ which 20th-Fox will produce 
as a musical. 

Actual start on the film will de- 
pend on the run of the show, which 
moves to Chicago soon. 





Foran’s Father Hurt 


New Orleans, Jan. 9. 
Colonel Arthur F. Foran, president 
of the New Jersey Senate and Lieu- 
tenant Governor of New Jersey, is 
recovering in Charity Hospital here 
following the crash of the New Jer- 
sey National Guard plane in a swamp 


20th-Fox for ‘S. A. Way’) 


LASKY IN N.Y. TO SET 
‘GATEWAY’ RADIO DEAL 


In New York to discuss deals for 
his ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ pro- 
gram, on which another picture will 
be based, Jesse L. Lasky states that 
a sponsorship deal will probably be 
made in a week. 

Lasky will personally produce the 
picture based on the ‘Gateway” pro- 
gram and talent-gathering stunt, but 
does not have a title for it. Last 
year’s picture was named after the 
program itself, ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood,’ and was released by RKO. 
No deal for release of the second 
has been set. 


GISH MAY MAKE 
PIC SAGA ON 
RKO LOT 


Recent confabs between Lillian 
Gish and George Schaefer, RKO 
prez, are expected to result in pro- 
duction of Miss Gish’s history of the 
motion picture industry on the RKO 
lot and distribution by that company. 
In the event deal cannot be com- 
pletely worked out with RKO, how- 
ever, United Artists will handle re- 
lease. Miss Gish has obtained her 
own financing, desiring studio and 
technical facilities, distribution and 
completion-guarantee coin. 

Film, called ‘Silver Glory,’ traces 
the growth of the industry via the 
life of David Wark Griffith, who is 
helping Miss Gish with the script. 
He will be in the picture and may 
also. be co-producer with her. 
Whether she will take a part hasn’t 
been decided. 

Screenplay is nearing completion, 
but won’t go into production before 
summer, when Miss Gish leaves the 
road company of ‘Life With Father,’ 
which opens in Chicago Feb. 19. 
Contract allows her to leave the cast 
at that time to go to the Coast to 
make the film. 














Rhythm ef Hoof Beats 
Hollywood, Jan. 9. 





Tex Ritter musical western, 
‘Rhythms of the Rio Grande,’ rolls 
tomorrow (Wed.) at Monogram with 
Al Herman directing for Ed Finney. 
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Salient Points in Balto Decision 


‘Because of the legal definitions given by Judge Calvin W. Chest. 
nut, of the Federal District court of Maryland, of numerous film 
trade practices, Variety publishes herewith extended passages from 
his decision in which he dismisses anti-trust and conspiracy 
charges against major film companies and the Durkee theatre in- 
terests in Baltimore.) 
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This case arises out of the general 
business practice in the motion pic- 
ture industry known as ‘clearance 
and run.’ In licensing the exhibi- 
tion of motion pictures the owners 
of the copyrighted film customarily 


man Law (15 USC, s. 1): and the 

laintiff, alleging special injury to 
it, seeks an injunction under section 
26 of Title 15 to abate the alleged 
unlawful practice. More specifically 
it is contended that the license eon. 


state a particular time for which the 
exhibition of the film is permitted, 
and the written license agreement 


tracts between five of the seven dis. 
tributors with the Lyndhurst Cor. 
poration (the corporate owner of the 


competing theatre) which give the 
latter a fourteen-day clearance over 
the plaintiff, constitute unlawful 
contracts in restraint of trade. 


Asked Pic Priority Before 
Westway Was Constructed 


In the latter part of October, 193g 
a trade journal published a notice 
of the contemplated erection of the 
new theatre at Ten Hills. Promptly 
thereupon, under date of October 27, 
1938, Mr. Durkee, on behalf of the 
Edgewood theatre wrote separately 
to each of the five distributers with 
which that theatre had motion pic- 
ture contracts, calling attention to 
the os a for the new theatre at 
Ten Hills, and claiming under his 
contract a clearance of fourteen days 
in favor of the Edgewood theatre 
over the new theatre. Three of the 
five distributors promptly replied 
that they recognized the request or 
demand as reasonable and would 
grant it; the remaining two shortly 
afterwards did grant it. About the 
same time Mr. Homand wrote to all 
eight distributors notifying them of 
the projected theatre and expressing 
a desire to make contracts for the 
licensing of motion picture films. 
In consequence thereof the repre- 
sentatives of most of them visited 
Mr. Homand and expressed a will- 


generally provides in_ effect that 
during that time, and for a certain 
limited period thereafter, the exhibi- 
tion of the film will not be licensed 
to other exhibitors in a prescribed 
competitive area. The time when 
the particular licensed exhibitor is 
permitted to show the picture is 
called the ‘run’ and the interval of 
time thereafter during which the 
owner of the film agrees that other 
exhibitors shall not be permitted to 
exhibit the film is called the ‘clear- 
ance.” ; 

The very rapid and extensive de- 
velopment of the motion picture in- 
dustry in the last thirty years has 
given rise to er 4 uestions as to 
the application of the Sherman Anti- 
Trust Law to various phases and 
practices of the industry. A general 
survey of the judicial decisions can 
be found in a note in Columbia Law 
Review, Vol. 36 (1936) pages 635 to 
652, and Fordham Law Review, Vol. 
7 (1938), pages 189 to 202, The gen- 
eral outline of the course of busi- 
ness is clearly and succinctly stated 
by Mr, Justice McReynolds in Para- 
mount Famous Lasky Corp. v. 
United States, 282 U. S. 30, 36. About 
700 pictures are produced annually 
in the United States, the majority 
by a comparatively few corpora- 
tions. After the pictures are pro- 
duced (most of them in California) 
they are then, distributed for exhibi- | ingness to negotiale with ‘him upon 
about 16,000 motion picture theatres | pool ye ~g bien “Th yt 
terousheut the country. The MO-| ineclm ed i, ae cee 
jority’ of the better pictures called | a = comenesee ee 1939, 
feature films, are distributed by | mand’s negotiations with the repree 
ee ee sentatives of Se several distributors 

: ; ; : <i} was that only one, the RKO, was 
dant in this case. The eighth is a) willing to sell him films for exhibi- 
ees See oe ae plaintiff tion, on terms, other than clearance 

. , s of fourteen days in favor of the 

rat he less newl srs oe 
corporation is the lessee of & newly |Edgewood or other theatres.’ Five 
(called the Westway) at Ten Hills, al becance thon considered the clear. 
suburb of Baltimore City. Its com- because they gag ga a ae 
plaint against the seven distributor = ll gp The other two 
defendants and certain important) gistributors had a somewhat similar 
motion picture exhibitors in Balti-| contact with the Alpha theatre at 
more City (who own and control the | Catonsville, and one distributor also 
Tat plaintit) ie that the seven daz [But ts position. on tye deck ot pvtak 
a Ss. istr 4 

tributors acting in combination and Rambter, having 10 outstanding con- 
conspiracy in restraint of trade have | tract with a theatre in the vicinity 
refused to license the plaintiff to| regarded as competitive, was will- 








exhibit their motion pictures except} ing to license films without the so- 
jafter a so-called two weeks ‘clear-| cajled fourteen days’ clearance. 
ance’ in favor of the rival exhibitor | The case presents two issues. First, 
| defendants’ competing theatre. The| whether there has been conspiracy 
| legal theory of the complaint is that | jn restraint of trade between the de- 
|the defendants have thus conspired | fendants to deprive the plaintiff of 
|and combined to restrain trade in! motion picture films except on un- 
iviolation of section 1 of the Sher-|;reasonable terms: and. second, 





‘Wind May Hit 5006 Gross Rental 
‘On Single Wk.; $221,000 Ist Stanza 


whether the provisions of the sepa- 
rate contracts between five of fhe 
distributors and the Edgewood thea- 
tre providing for the alleged unrea- 
sonable clearance are invalid as in 
restraint of interstate trade. The 
feature of interstate commerce 38 Ih- 
volved because the picture films are 
distributed from the branch office 
of each of the distributors in the 
District of Columbia. (Binderup V. 








near here Thursday night (4). 


Colonel Foran is the father of Dick | situations set between 


now 


with two aides, Lieutenant Earl W.|be exhibiting at an estimated aver- 


Estello, Newark, the pilot, and 











‘The People’s Forum,’ Columbia 
network unrehearsed roundtable pro- 
gram, was the medium’ through 
which an odd criticism of films was 
presented to the public. Early in| 
a discussion on problems of educa- 
lion, jobs and opportunities for | 
young people, one of the male par- 
ticipants declared that ‘sex frustra- 
tion’ was a by-product of the depres- 
sion. Hundreds of thousands of young 
people could not get married because 
either they did not have work or did 
not earn sufficient to make matri- 
mony possible. Then—to quote— | 
“Along came Hollywood with its loose | 
sexual approach and its glamor | 
girls. Young people became more 
and more inhibited and less and less | 
able to adjust themselves to the 
situation.’ Speaker clearly indicated 
he believed motion pictures had made 
the sex frustration thing more diffi- | 
cult to endure, 

Program’s emcee, Lyman Bryson 
durned the conversation into other 
thannels, 











| nee Foran’s other son, Arthur 


ON PICTURES 


F. Foran, Jr., a student at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina. 
were en route to Montgomery, Ala 
when the ship crashed. 

Colonel Foran suffered a broken 
leg and possible internal and head 
injuries. The others were less seri- 
ously hurt, 


*? 





Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

Republic picked up Ann Baldwin’s 
player option. 

John Carradine drew new ticket 
at 20th-Fox. 

Vera Vague’s player-option hoisted 
by Republic. 

John King inked actor pact at 
Monogram. 

Frank McDonald closed director 
deal with Republic. 

Warners renewed Frank Wilcox’s 
player contract. 


Mary Anderson's player option 
lifted by Warners. 

Republic signed Margie Hart, 
singer, 


Republic signed Barry 


Hayes as 
stock player, = 


They | 


| age of 90c, and, as playdates pile up, 


| the gross rental return to Metro may 
| hit as high as $500,000 on a week. 
This is based, in part, on a re- 
}ported return to Metro of $221,000 
for the initial week in nine different 
engagements of the film, including 
New York and Boston (two houses 
|in each), Cincinnati, Harrisburg, Pa., 
Reading, Pa. Atlanta and Los An- 
geles. 

Breakdown of the rental in the 
nine initial engagements is said to be 
as follows: 

Capitol, N. Y., $56,000; Astor, N. Y., 
$15,000; Orpheum and State, Boston, 
$49,000; Los Angeles, $42,000; Cin- 


cinnati, $18,000; Atlanta, $16,000; 
Harrisburg, Pa., $12,500; Reading, 
Pa., $12,500. 


Breaking all precedent on book- 
ing, Metto is putting ‘Wind’ into 
Brooklyn, Newark and Jersey City 
while the picture is stil] playing the 
Astor and Capitol in N. Y. It goes 
into the Metropolitan, Brooklyn, Feb. 
1; into the State, Newark, and State, 
Jersey City, Jan. 25. These houses 


York area so far as film bookings 
are concerned. 





With 50 to 100 dates in as many) of engagements throughout the coun- 
and | try, the popular price being $1.10 for 


| Foran, film player, and was flying March 1, ‘Gone With the Wind’ wili | 





are considered in the Greater New | evenings. 


In the Brooklyn and Jersey houses| are countrywide and embrace the 
the seats will be reserved at night, | majority of the Loew houses, as well 
a policy that is general in the setup las others. 





Pathe Exchange, 263 U. S. 291). The 
several contracts with the Edgewood 
theatre, which were in force when 
4 the complaint was filed, known as 
these seats, while the other two and|the 1938-1939 contracts, have since 
unreserved shows on the day are at| expired, but they have been renewed 
75c. So far as known, no dates have | by the parties on substantially — 
as yet been set at less than 75c in | lar terms for the current year. wd 
admission object of the suit is to enjoin pe 
“ i , formance of the contracis in respect 
Unable to get together with Bal-/ of the challenged clearance pro- 
aban & Katz for Chicago, Metro sold | visions. 


away there to Jones, Linick & | ‘ N 7 
which operates the Ori- Theatre Fails to Show 





Schaefer, 

ental and other houses. Report is : oe spiracy 

that B.&K. declared a nut of $34,000| er . — 4 
y i n accordance wi ru ' 

oe Rpg A uae Act gal Pog (F.R.C.P.) I have made _ separate 


Chicago, B.&K. flagship, and guar- 
antee a 10% profit at this over- 
head, 

Johnny Jones, of J. L. & S., made a 
trip to New York during the past 
week to cinch the deal with Metro, 
calling for the opening of ‘Wind’ at 
the Oriental Jan. 25 under a thrice- 
daily policy. Desiring a companion- 
run on a two-a-day basis at $2 top, 
Metro is negotiating for another 
house, but has eliminated the Woods, 
operated by J. L. & S., as a possi- 
bility. House for the reserved policy 
may be the Erlanger. 

Oriental is a vaudfilm theatre 
under J. L. & S. operation, but goes 
straight pictures for the ‘Wind’ run, 
with the scale 75c matinees and $1.10 


formal findings of fact which include 
the finding that the plaintiff has 
failed to show a conspiracy in Ie 
straint of trade between the defen- 
dants. It is unnecessary to discuss 
the evidence in detail, and is suf- 
ficient to say that the plaintiff's case 
in this respect is based purely oP 
rather meagre circumstantial ev! 
dence which is entirely overcome by 
positive affirmative evidence to the 
contrary submitted by the defen: 
dants. ‘The evidence of the allege 
conspiracy consisted principally Me 
the inference sought to be draw 
from the fact that the five distribu 
tors with whom the Edgewood thes 
tre had contracts Pia: althoug® 
separately, agreed to Durkees 7. 
quest for clearance, supplemente > 
some extent by the testimony 0% = to 
mand and his assistant Elliott, 8 } 
conversations with representatives 
the distributors from which they bod 
ferred the latter were acting J? ‘ er 
cert in the matter. On the © tor 
hand each: of the seven distribu 
(Continued on page 20) 


Dates set on ‘Wind’ for the bal- 
ance of January and into February 
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~ ASCAP Won't Take Sides on Neely 





American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers has de- 
clined to take any sides on the Neely anti-block-booking bill now 
pefore the U. S. House of Representatives. Harry Brandt, of the In- 


dependent Theatre Owners Associ 


ation of N. Y., sought to interest 


ASCAP in stirring up opposition to the bill within its own ranks but 


found a chilly reaction. 


Brandt’s line of argument was that passage of the bill would result 
in the closing of many film houses and such a situation would de- 


:  prive ASCAP of a substuntial amount of license income. 





Jackson's Appointment as Att'y 
| Gen Won't Change Anti-Trust Suit 


Picture; Arnold's Position Stronger 





a 


Washington, Jan. 9. 


Appointment of Robert M. Jackson 
to the cabinet post of Attorney Gen- 
‘eral, displacing Frank Murphy, who 
“is upped to the Supreme Court, is 
not regarded here as any occasion 
‘for belief that there will be any 
change in the Department of Justice 
- enti-trust prosecutions against major 
-@)m companies and several large in- 
dependent theatre circuits, co-de- 
-fendants in suits already filed. 
"Status of Thurman Arnold, chief of 
-the anti-trust division, is strength- 
- ened as a result of the shift of de- 
ent heads, is the general be- 

ef. 

The new boss of the Department 
of Justice is intimately familiar with 
all phases of the Government’s anti- 
trust program against the film com- 

‘panies. Prior to his appointment 
as Solicitor-General, his most recent 
post, he was head of the anti-trust 
division and for a period of nearly 
three years sought to work out by 
appeasement and cooperation with 

‘the film companies the numerous 
eomplaints alleging violations by na- 
tional distributors of trade conspir- 
acy statutes. After a thorough trial 
of the cooperative idea, the depart- 
ment abandoned the program, and 
when Arnold succeeded Jackson the 
suits were filed. Principal action is 

_a civil prceeding involving all the 
majors as defendants in the southern 
district of New York. Trial has 


_ been set for early spring. 


Department of Justite is too far 
committed. to the aggressive anti- 
trust program at the present time 
to modify any of the pending com- 
plaints, it is believed here. Within 
the period that Jackson served as 
trust-buster a voluminous record o 
complaints was compiled. Many of 
these constitute specific instances of 
alleged law violation that are in- 
tluded in the Government’s com- 
plaint. Persons who are close to the 
new Attorney General believe that 
he will pursue a hands off policy to- 
.wards Arnold’s prosecutions. 

Meanwhile, the New York tussle 


ig approaching deadlines established | 
by the court within which answers | 


must be filed by the contenders to 
‘motions and counter-motions. 


-D. Williams, special assistant in 


charge of the film prosecutions, re- | 


turned here on Sat. (6) after a 
three-day conference in New York 
with counsel for the major film com- 
panies during which considerable 
Progress was made towards clearing 
away preliminaries. Under the new 
‘statutes governing federal  pro- 
cedure, a pre-trial session has been 
set for March 1, in the course of 
which Government and company at- 
torneys will clear away, by agree- 
ment, numerous motions and de- 
murrers for the purpose of expediting 
formal trial, which is scheduled 
or May. The pre-trial is expected 
to prove an economy step by 
shortening the trial period. 
Williams has until Jan. 15 to sup- 
bly defendant attorneys with names 
many Government witnesses. 


GLAZER WINS SPURS 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Bert Glazer was upped to a 
orts directorship at Metro after 
Working as assistant to Director Roy 
Rowland. 


first assignment is 





‘Jackpot,’ a 


Crime-Does-Not-Pay briefie. 


Paul | 


Howard Directing at WB 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
William K. Howard, veteran di- 
rector, checks in at Warners Feb. 1 
under a term contract. 
Currently he is reading scripts to 
pick his first picture under super- 
vision of Hal Wallis. 


Denies UA Plea 
To Nix Foley 
Anti-Trust Suit 


Application of United Artists 
,Corp. to dismiss the amended com- 
\plaint of the Folley Amusement 
| Holding Corp. against it, was denied 
| Thursday (4) by Federal Judge Vin- 
cent L. Leibell in N. Y. Folley is 
suing all the majors, plus Monogram, 
| Republic, the Randforce Amusement 
|Corp. and several individuals, for 
alleged violations of the Sherman 
| anti-trust act. 
| Judge Leibell ordered the plaintiff 
to furnish UA with a bill of par- 
'ticulars in 30 days, and gave UA 20 
days to answer the bill. UA had also 
pleaded the complaint could not be 
handled by the federal court as no 
interstate commerce was involved. 
Should the bill of particulars fail to 
furnish details as to interstate com- 
merce, UA was given permission to 
renew its dismissal application. 
Damages of $750,000 are sought in 
the action, which charges the Brook- 
lyn Folly was put out of business 
by depriving it of film. 


TREVOR’S ILLNESS UPS 
PIC COST TO MILLION 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Claire Trevor’s long illness is 
likely to cost Republic $250,000 in 
added expense for ‘Dark Command,’ 
‘originally budgeted at $750,000. 
Shooting was suspended Dec. 23. 

Doctors informed studio execs 
that actress would not be able to re- 
sume work for another month. 
‘Meanwhile, Republic is protesting 
against Walter Pidgeon going ‘nto 
‘It Happened In Kaloh * at Univer- 
sal on the ground that he is still 
drawing pay for working in ‘Dark 
Command.’ 

Production stoppage, due to Claire 
Trevor’s illness, is jolting Lloyds of 
London for $250,000. Insurance pay- 
off. It's the hardest blow policy out- 
fit has suffered in past four years. 
Republic’s premium on $650,000 un- 
hesesieiieane= was $30,000. 




















Caesar’s ‘Hull House’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Arthur Caesar gets a double chore 
on ‘Jane Addams and Hull House,’ 
doing the original story and the 
screenplay for Charles R. Rogers. 
Picture is Rogers’ first under his 
new deal with Columbia. 





VARIETY 





FACTIONS TAKE 
MILITANT SIDES 


Pros and Cons Involve All 
Sides in the Trade in Hot 
Debates — Splits in Ranks 





of Trade Associations Not/ 


Unlikely Over Anti-Block 
Booking Measure 





UNIONS, TOO 





Before it is decided one way or 
another, with that possibly meaning 
the U. S. Supreme court ultimately, 
the Neely bill to outlaw block-book- 
ing threatens to throw scores of fac- 
tions into a bitterly-fought battle 
over its merits and demerits. The 
pros and cons are already mounting 
in unprecedented seriousness, with 
even labor getting concerned over 
the bill and taking time out to go 
on record concerning it. 

Promise is that every single ex- 
hibitor organization in the country, 
together with various exhibitors not 
aligned with trade associations, will 
be in the ring to either tear down, 
or defend the much-discussed Neely 
legislation. 

Not only are the producers and 
distributing organizations on edge, 
with their attorneys highly restless 
about the impending Neely measure, 
but throughout the trade, both in 
major and independent quarters, it 
is being hotly debated. This does 
not exclude press agents, for in- 
stance, who are selfishly of the opin- 
ion that the end of block-booking 
will redound to their benefit, since 
every picture will be sold separately 
on its merits, demanding the best 
in showmanship and _ exploitation. 
Film salesmen are equally of the 
opinion that their stock should go up 
under the Neely bill. The thought 
is also expressed that the number of 
new jobs for film salesmen, press 
agents, exploiteers and others would 
no doubt skyrocket. 

Exhibitor organizations are di- 
vided on Neely, but the majority are 
urging all their members to care- 
fully study the provisions of the 
measure, so that they may recognize 
its benefits, or ferret out its dis- 
advantages. Splits in the ranks of 
various trade associations is also not 
unlikely, since it is so highly con- 
troversial and exhibitors themselves 
are not all for it, or all against it. 

MPTOA Sees BiH Passing 

The Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America predicts the bill will 
be passed by the House at this ses- 
sion of Congress, but cautions its 
members not to be fooled by it. On 
the other hand, the MPTOA takes 
occasion, over Ed. In Kuykendall’s 
signature, to point out that the re- 
fusal of several of the distributing 
companies to provide for any ade- 
quate option to cancel pictures in 
their own exhibition contracts, or 
otherwise, has not helped their situ- 
ation any. Kuykendall adds that 
‘this has also nullified to a large ex- 
tent the effect of the cancellation 
rights voluntarily offered by two of 
the leading film companies.’ 

‘We exhibitors,’ Kuykendall states, 
‘are unable to understand the de- 
fiant attitude of the distributing 
companies who have failed or re- 
fused to provide an adequate right 
to cancel in their 1939-40 contracts. 
However, this law will hit every one 
of the distributors, whether they 
have made any effort to provide 
selective contracts or not. So will 
an adverse decision on the block 
booking charges in the government 
anti-trust suit.’ 





Leap Year Film 





Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Pete Smith proposes to cash 
in on Leap Year in 1940 with a 
Metro specialty, ‘Woman Pro- 
poses’, 
Johnny Hines directs. 


War Clause’ Will 
Force Dietrich To 
Kick Back $15,750 


Paris, Jan. 1. 
Marlene Dietrich is going to have 
to kick back $15,750 advanced to her 
for signing a contract to appear in 
the French film, ‘Bruges la Morte,’ 
which cannot be executed due to the 
outbreak of war. Jack Forrester re- 


vealed that he is negotiating with 
the star for the return of the ad- 
vance which was made in two in- 
stallments of $13,750 and $=,000. The 
return is based on a clause in the 
contract which specifies that the 
Forrester-Parant Production Co. 
would be at liberty to call off the 
film and release all parties in the 
event of ‘force majeur.’ 

The war clause was invoked due 
to the fact that director Pierre 
Chenal and all the actors, with the 
exception of the male lead, Raimu, 
have been mobilized. Also, the pic 
was automatically thumbed down by 
the French authorities because sad, 
morose themes are banned for the 
duration of the war. Another con- 
tributing factor would have been 
Siebel’s inability to come to France 
to assume a supervisory post in the 
making of the film, due to his Ger- 
man nationality. Forrester also 
added that he doubted whether the 














French authorities would okay 
Dietrich’s trip to France to do one 
pic. 


Forrester is presently piled under, 
as most of the male members of the 
firm are mobilized. He leaves for 
Rome late in Dec. to confab with 
Scalera Bros. for possible production 
in Italy. Forrester will return to 
France for a flying visit and then 
sail for New York on an Italian liner 
in mid-January. 


CROSBY, MARTIN DUO 
IN PAR’S “GHOST MUSIC 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 











Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Atherton agency, which has been 
conducting probe into asserted job- 
selling and favoritism among Central 
Casting and studio casting offices, is 


expected to make a report to Screen 
Actors Guild middle of this month, 
at which time investigation threatens 
to come to a head. Reports circu- 
lated are that from advance indica- 
tions charges preferred against vari- 
ous casters will be substantiated, 
which may lead to sweeping per- 
sonnel changes in job clearance de- 
partments. 

Elimination of proven violators 
from the picture industry has been 
threatened by SAG, which started 
undercover probe last September. 
This housecleaning, it is declared, 
will be pushed regardless of whether 
persons implicated are affiliated with 
Central Casting, studios or actors 
guild. 

Fearful that any increase in the 
$16.50 daily pay check might result 
in fewer calls, dress extras have 
turned thumbs down on proposed 
wage hike. Top atmosphere players 
want present pay classification main- 
tained. Extras in the $8.25 and $11 
brackets also are said to be opposed 
to any wage increase because of pos- 
sibility that annual earnings would 
be decreased. 

Racial groups, which receive most 
of the $5.50 per day calls, are said 
to have exerted biggest clamor for 
pay tilt, but even here leaders feel 
that any hike in wage will prompt 
studios to use fewer mob players. 

Pact for increased pay for meme 
bers of Screen Publicists Guild, made 
retroactive to Oct. 9 last, will in all 
probability go to producers this week 
for signature, with checks for extra 
wages forthcoming soon after. Rough 
draft of contract has already been 
approved by studio chiefs. 

Peg Cost of Editors Boost 


Producer labor office has requested 
various studios for data to determine 
cost of granting 10% wage hike 
asked by Society of Motion Picture 
Film Editors. Studios are asked to 
designate number of film editors, as- 
sistants, librarians, sound effect cut- 
ters and apprentices now employed, 
so that cost can be determined. 
Demand for adjustment of hourly 
wage scale under basic wage and 42- 
hour minimum week by Screen Set 
Designers has been taken under ad- 
visement by Fred Pelton, producer 
labor contact, following meeting last 
week, Designers are asking for in- 
crease in pay to $1.78 per hour, con- 
trasted with present $1.70 stipend. 
This, it is claimed, would assure 
members same weekly earnings for 
42-hour week as received under the 
44-hour weekly schedule. 

Figures compiled at Metro indicate 
that first week of 10% wage increases 
granted various crafts, and 15% 
boost to painters, has cost studio 
around $50,000 in adjusting retro- 





Mary Martin gets the co-starring | 
spot with Bing Crosby in ‘Ghost | 
Music,’ which starts at Paramount as 
soon as crooner winds up his forth- 
coming job at Universal. 

Story deals with a song writer who 
‘ghosts’ ditties for better known 
tunesmiths, 


Weber and Fields Play 
Selves in ‘Lil Russell’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 











Claiming that ‘no greater mistake 
can be made by an independent ex- | 
hibitor than to believe this law will | 
not drastically affect his own busi- | 
ness operations,’ the MPTOA has} 
made a detailed summary-analysis of 
the Neely bill and forwarded it to 
all its members. The analysis is 
headed ‘Block Booking Delusions’, 

ITOA Warns Exhibs 





Crusading strongly against Neely, | 


the Independent Theatre Owners As-/|top line with Alice Faye and Henry | contract. 


(Continued on page 18) \ 


Joe Weber and Lew Fields play 
themselves in the 20th-Fox produc- | 
tion of ‘Lillian Russell.’ The glamour | 
gal used to work for them. Shoot- 
ing starts Jan. 22. 

Edward Arnold gets the part of 
Diamond Jim Brady, a role he! 
created in a Universal picture of, 
that name four years ago. 

Don Ameche makes it a trinity of 
stars in ‘Lillian Russell’, sharing 


| 





Fonda. Irving Cummings directs. | 


active pay due script clerks, painters, 
carpenters, electricians and team- 
sters. Script clerks alone were paid 
$2,500 in back wage adjustments. 

Hallam Cooley has been elected to 
regular membership in Artists Man- 
agers Guild, moving up from the as- 
sociate group. Rosalie Stewart and 
Harry Wurtzel have been admitted 
as new associate members. 

At regular monthly meeting of 
AMG, special assessment against 
members to cover cost of licenses 
issued by Screen Actors Guild, to be 
1%4% of gross business, was dis- 
cussed. Assessing of members will 
be done by Price, Waterhouse & Co., 
in order that secrecy may be ob- 
tained. 

Sec Sues Technicians 

Technicians Local 37, whose 
charter was returned to the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes last November, has been 
sued by Guy H. Copper, secretary 
from Sept. 30, 1938, until dissolution 
for $3,600 loss of salary, and damages 
of $4,500 for anticipatory breach of 
Suit is based on claim that 
(Continued on page 20) 
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oe VARIETY - 


Referee Orders Liquidation of GN, | 





Ending E. W. Hammons’ Long Battle; 


| = 'up two tune pictures last week. New- 
rustee a ate or é comer is ‘Two Girls on Broadway,’ 
co-starring Lana Turner and George 








With no offers as yet for the assets 
of Grand National, Harry Fromberg, 
trustee in bankruptcy, is slated to go 
into court today (Wednesday) to ask 
that a date be set for sale by auction, 
or that he be allowed to continue 
operation of the business for a short 
additional period. Which request he 
makes is dependent on confabs held 
yesterday afternoon with possible 
buyers. 


Fromberg has kept the organiza- 
tion intact and operating since he 


_was named by Referee Peter B. 


Olney, Friday (5). He figures that 
sale of the company as a going con- 
cern will bring in considerably more 
than mere disposal of piecemeal as- 
sets and is making every possible ef- 
fort to unload it in the former man- 
ner. 


Fromberg and Joseph Dannenberg, 
attorney for the creditors, began im- 
mediately after the liquidation was 
ordered to go over contracts and 
other assets in the Radio City, N. Y., 
headquarters of the company. All of 
the furnishings have been tagged 
and recorded. In case an auction is 
ordered, it could be held next week. 


Earle Hammons, GN prez, has not 
yet given up his efforts for salvag- 
ing the firm. He is attempting now 
to interest capital in buying up the 
assets from the trustee. He is also 
planning, should this attempt fail, to 
return Educational to its former 
status, as a producer of shorts and 
comedies. He has held several con- 
fabs on possible release deals and 
plans bringing producer Al Christie 
and other members of the former 
staff back. Hammons is prez of Edu- 
cational, which was the parent com- 
pany of GN. 


Gives Up Ghost 


After a drawn out battle of two 
months, since the filing of its peti- 
tion for reorganization, Grand Na- 
tional Pictures, Inc., finally gave up 
the ghost and referee Olney Friday 
(5) ordered liquidation of the com- 
pany. 

Up to Wednesday 3) it had 
seemed probable that the company 
would be saved, as the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation was re- 
ported favorable to the appiication 
for a $450,000 loan. Late Wednesday 
night the RFC rejected the loan, as 
the commission decided that its 
money would be used to pay credi- 
tors, leaving too little for produc- 
tion purposes, which would probably 
result in the company going bank- 
rupt again. 

A meeting was immediately called 
and referee Olney deferred order- 
ing liquidation when Jack Cosman, 
of Producers Laboratories, offered 
both films and cash to the company. 
Later this offer was withdrawn. 

A further hearing was set for 
Jan. 19, at which time executives 
and officers of the defunct corpora- 
tion will be examined under sec- 
tion 2la of the bankruptcy act for 
the purpose of uncovering assets. 

In summing up the situation, a 
member of the creditors committee 
declared the creditors had been as 
patient as possible under the cir- 
cumstances, but now, even if a de- 
sire was still there to carry on the 
business, it was impossible, as there 
was no business to continue. 





Educ’l Subsids Ask Out 


Application wili be made to the 
N. Y. supreme court today (Wed.) 
to dismiss a $10,000,000 stockholder 
action against two defendants in the 
Educational Pictures suit. The two 
defendants are Educational Films 
Co., Ltd., and Canadian Educational 
Films, Ltd., the Engiish and Canadian 
subsidiaries of the company. 

Reason for the application is the 
claim that neither of the two com- 
panies has places of business or em- 
ployees in N. Y., were pvoth im- 
properly served, and that the su- 
preme court lacks 
Plaintiffs are two Educational mi- 
nority stockholders. 





| ‘Lion’ Gets New Voice 


New commentary for Alexander 
Korda’s ‘The Lion ‘Has Wings,’ has 
been completed by Lowell Thomas 
and Jan. 19 is set as date for na- 
tional release. 

Original commentary on tne Eng- 
lish-made story of the Royal Air 
Force 
gaz.distic for American audiences. 


jurisdiciion., 


Powell, Blondell Top 
Players In ‘Divorce’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

Dick Powell, fresh from a p.a. 
tour, is to be co-starred with his 
wife, Joan Blondell in ‘I Want a 
Divorce’ at Paramount. Deal gives 
Powell his first picture role in more 
than a year, and his first non-musical 
role in several years. 

Miss Blondell is on loanout from 
Columbia. 


VAUDE BECKONS: 
FIDLER, LASKY, 
OTHERS 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

Traveling bug has nipped Jesse 
Lasky and Jimmie Fidler. Both 
have consulted bookers for picture 
house routes, carrying with them a 
troupe of film youngsters, after the 
manner of the current Louella O. 
Parsons junket. 


First to get away will be Fidler, 
who wants a guarantee against 50-50 
split of theatre grosses. 

Lasky is now in the east trying to 
interest agencies in a new radio 
show. If it’s no go he'll gather 
about him a few picture players and 
hit for the road. 

Several former film stars are re- 
hearsing ‘Hollywood Cavalcade of 
Stars’ for a stage tour opening Jan. 
14, in Oakland. 

In the production will be Betty 
Compson, Jack Mulhall, Claire 
Windsor, Bryant Washburn and 
Chester Conklin. 

Leo Morrison is booking an hour 
turn, ‘Seein’ Stars,’ for 10-week 
route opening Jan. 19 in Chicago. In 
the unit are Three Stooges, Brewster 
Twins, Cliff Edwards, Marjorie Bell 
and Evelyn Farney. 

Act was written by Edgar Allan 
Woolf and Herman Ruby. 











Anita Louise In Vaude 
Anita Louise will make her first 
personal appearance, opening Friday 
(12) at the State, Hartford, agented 
by Jack Curtis. She will offer se- 
lections on the harp, paced with a 
routine of talk. Few in booking 
circles were aware of the film play- 
er’s musical accomplishments. 
Chatter section of the turn was 
routined by George Jessel. 


LLOYD ASKS DELAY 
OF PLAGIARISM SU 


| Application to set Feb. 19 as the 
| date of trial of William Jordan Rapp 
and Lowell Brentano’s $75,000 ac- 
tion against Harold Lloyd, Corp., 
and Harold Lloyd was made Thurs- 
day (4) to the N.Y. federal court. An 
affidavit by Lloyd’s attorneys dis- 
closed that he is now engaged in 
the preparation of a film in Califor- 
nia which will cost over $1,000,000, 
and, if he should be forced to come 








in excess of the sued for amount in 
this action. 

Suit charges breach of contract. It 
is claimed that late in: 1934 Lloyd 
puurchased an option on Rapp-Bren- 
tano’s play ‘Greek t: You,” for 
$1,500. An additional $8,500 was to 
be paid after 60 days if the script 
was retained, plus percentages of the 
profiits up to 5% if the gross ex- 
ceeded $4,000,000. The script was re- 
jected after the 60-day period, but 
the plaintiffs claim that the film, 





| depositions of Lloyd in California 


} to be charged to the defendants. 


to N.Y. now, it would cost Lloyd far | 


‘Professor Beware’ was adapted 
from their play. 
Application was made by the} 


| plaintiffs on Monday (8) to take the | 





M-G’S TUNE SPLURGE 


Two Away, Studie Starts Third, 
Readies Fourth Musical 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Metro starts work on another 
musical today (Tues.) after winding 








Murphy. 

Completed were ‘Broadway Melo- 
dy of 1940’ and ‘New Moon.’ Con- 
tinuing the musical urge, the Culver 
City studio is readying another for 
Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland. 


‘AGENT ASKS $92,000 
FROM SONJA HENIE 


Suit for $92,000 against Sonja 
Henie, which has been on file in N.Y. 
supreme court for over a year, but 
heretofore unrevealed, was dis- 
closed Thursday (4) when Dennis R. 
Scanlan, the plaintiff, sought to ex- 
amine the actress before trial. Ac- 
tion seeks 15% of Miss Henie’s 
earnings and an accounting for fu- 
ture earnings. 

Scanlan alleges that he was ap- 
proached by the actress in 1935 and 
offered to secure employment for 
her if she retained her Olympic 
championships, whith she did. In 
Feb., 1936, he was appointed her 
general manager, at 20% of her 
earnings less a sum not to exceed 
10% to be paid by him to her agent. 
Scanlan claims that Orsatti and Co., 
her agents on the Coast, is receiving 
5% of her earnings, and also asserts 
h> secured the’ skater’s 20th-Fox 
contract for her. Up to the time of 
the filing of the suit, it is claimed 
she earned $300,000 and had con- 
tracts calling for an additional $300,- 
000. Besides $90,000 in commission, 
Scanlan asks $2,000 for expenses, | 
publicity, etc. 











Warners Wins Round 


In Tarkington Suit 


Federal judge Alfred C. Coxe im 
N. Y. Saturday (6) granted an ap- 
plication of Warner Brothers Pic- 
tures Inc., and expunged 11 inter- 
rogatories served on the film com- 
pany by Booth Tarkington. The 
author is suing the company for 
$100,000 for the alleged misuse of the 
character Penrod in ‘Penrod and His 
Twin Brother’. 

Tarkington charges that Warners 
made up a story about Penrod with- 
out using any of his material, while 
W B has instituted a counter action 
for $18,500, charging that some of 
the stories sold it by the author were 
jin the public domain. They allege 
as a defense that the public now 
associates them, and not Tarkington, 
with the character, as a result of the 
many Penrod films they have made. 

The present dispute is over the 
questions submitted by Tarkington 
to the company, which were termed 
irrelevent and inquisitorial by W B. 











‘Ameican Way’ Stirs 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. | 

RKO is swinging into action on the 
filming of ‘The American Way,’ the 
Broadway play for which Max) 
| Gordon and Harry Goetz are said | 
ito have paid $250,000. John | 
| Twist is in New York to huddle with 
| the producers about the screenplay. 
Fredric March and Florence El-' 








| dredge, co-starrers in the legit play, 


'are tops in the winter book “for the | 
screen version. 





Ermolieff, Russe Prod., 


| Other things, that ‘Mr. Sherwood for 
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Philly Indie Asks $225,000 From 
Majors in New Anti-Trust Suit 








Settle Plagiarism Suit 
Vs. Lasky’ s ‘Gateway’ 


Suit of John C. E. Carnevale for 

$500,000 against William Wrigley, Jr., 
Co., RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, Inc., 
the Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors of America, Jesse L. Lasky 
and Will! H. Hays was settled and 
discontinued out of the N. ¥Y. 
supreme court Monday (8). . Action 
charged plagiarism in the ‘Gateway 
to Hollywood’ program and films. 
- Plaintiff claims that he _ incor- 
porated ‘New Screen Faces, Inc.,’ in 
June, 1938, and submitted the idea to 
the Hays office. It was asserted that, 
after rejection, the idea was turned 
over by the Hays office to Lasky, 
who appropriated it for his own use 
in ‘Gateway to Hollywood.’ 


‘LINCOLN’ SUIT 
WAITING FOR 
DECISION 


New York supreme court justice 
Peter Schmuck Thursday (4) re- 
served decision after a three-day 
trial of Robert E. Sherwood and the 
Playwright’s Producing Co.’s_ suit 
against 20th Century-Fox Film Corp. 
It is charged that the 20th-Fox film, 
“Young Mr. Lincoln,’, deliberately de- 
ceives the public into believing it 
to be an adaptation of Sherwood’s 
play, ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois.’ An 
injunction and accounting of profits 
is sought. . 

During the three-day trial, several 
Broadway and Hollywood figures 
were called: as witnesses by both 
sides. Among them were Sherwood, 
Harry M. Goetz, associate producer 
with Max Gordon of Sherwood’s play 
for RKO, Charles E. McCarthy, ad- 
vertising manager of the defendant, 
and Abraham P. Waxman, publicist. 

A great part of the trial centered 
around the reading of the depositions 
of Darryl F. Zanuck. The 20th-Fox 
production head declared, among 








some unexplained reason wants to 
sue us,’ and that there was no in- 
terest in a Lincoln film as far as 
the public was concerned before 
cameras were turned on ‘Young Mr. 
Lincoln.’ He admitted changing the 
title of ‘The Lawyer of the West,’ 
which the film was first called, to 
its final title, but insisted he was 
dissatisfied with that title also, even 
after the film was released. Zanuck 
also claimed to have been working 
on the idea of a Lincoln film before 
Sherwood’s play was produced. 

Zanuck asserted that much of the 
success of the film came from free 
advertising caused by the doubt of 
many persons and eritics as to Henry 
Fonda’s ability to portray the title 
role, 


UPHOLDS SUIT VS. PAR, 
ETC., FOR $25,000,000 


Federal judge Edward A. Conger 











Suing RKO for $100,000 i N. Y., after seven months of 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. | 

A suit for $100,000 against RKO| 

was filed by J. N. Ermolieff, Russian 

producer, alleging breach of con- 
tract. 

| Studio is accused of negotiating 

| deal with him to produce ‘Outpost of 


Morocco,’ but disclaiming such a' 


commitment later. 





pondering, Saturday (6) denied ap- 
plications by 31. officers and 
directors of Paramount, Paramount 
Pictures, Inc., American Telephone 
and Telegraph Inc., Western Electric 
Co., Electrical Research Products 


|Inc., and Paramount Theatres Ser- 


vice Corp., to dismiss a $25,000,000 
minority stockholder action against 
them. Judge Conger found that the 
complaint definitely stated a cause 
of action. 





Odlums’ Divorce Set 
Minneapolis, Jan. 9. 
A divorce will be obtained by Mrs. 


‘Each Dawn I Die’ and ‘Dust Be 
My Destiny,’ by default following a 





been stricken from the district court 
calendar here. 


was considered too propa-| before Feb. 10. Cost of this is sought| human treatment. In a cross-bill, | the dismissal of those officials re-! confused 


| sponsible. 


} Odlum made similar charges. 


' Jerome Odlum, wife of the author of | 


' the 


The judge did find that some of 


|the many charges were ambiguous 


and ordered the two _ plaintiffs, 
Frank Jablow and Sam Acker, to file 
an amended complaint, clarifying 
issues, within 20 days. 


Suit 
charges waste and mismanagement, 


Mrs. Odlum charged cruel and in- and seeks an accounting as well as. she has to be careful that she 
with the actor's 


nan (Carole Lombard). 





The | 
property settlement, the case having | defendants are then granted an ad-| Columbia, Mo., Monday (15). 
ditional 20 days to respond. 





Philadelphia, Jan. 9, 

A suit for triple damages under 
the Federal anti-trust laws totalling 
$225,000 was filed Wednesday (3) in 
U. S. District Court by the owners 
of the Admiral theatre, uptown 
indie, against Warner Bros, circuit, 
nearly all the major distributors, ang 
Robert Lynch, Metro exchange man. 
ager. The suit charges 12 corpora. 
tions with engaging in ‘monopolistie 
practices’ in cutting off the theatre’s 
product when it tried to cut the price 


of admission from 25 to 15c to com- 
pete with chain theatres in its vyi- 
cinity. 

Lynch was made a defendant on 
the grounds that the Admiral sus- 
tained a ‘substantial loss’ when 
Frederick Gladdeck, son-in-law and 
alleged ‘straw man’ for Lynch, had 
reneged in a deal to purchase the 
Admiral in January, 1939. Counsel 
for the Admiral claimed that Lynch 
virtually forced the return of a $5,- 
000 deposit ‘by reason of his posi- 
tion with distributor Loew’s, Inc. 
and other vague premises.’ 

Among the charges made by the 
Admiral are: 

1. Warners circuit had ‘coerced’ 
the distributors to grant prior runs 
at the chain’s three houses in the 
area—the Keystone, Kent, Wishart— 
‘on pain of refusal to exhibit their 
product at any of the metropolitan 
first run and neighborhood houses, 
totalling 85 in Philadelphia and vi- 
cinity.’ 

2. That until 1934 the Admiral en- 
joyed a prior run in 20th Century 
and Columbia product until War- 
ners forced the distributors to grant 
a seven day cross-clearance for the 
benefit of the Keystone and Wishart. 

3. That these conditions were en- 
forced despite the fact that the Key- 
stone had an admission charge five 
cents less than the Admiral. 

4. That when the Admiral tried to 
salvage what business it could by 
the reduction of admission, all its 
bookings were cancelled and the 
house was forced to rescind the ac- 
tion. 

5. That when the Admiral sought 
for a change in availability of films, 
it was forced to obtain the okay of 
WB. 

6. That even the opposition indie, 
the Diamond, had a seven-day clear- 
ance over the Admiral, despite the 
fact its seating capacity was 35% 
less than the Admiral. 

Treble Damages, Plus 

Admiral’s owners ask, besides the 
trebled damages, that the Court 
grant a preliminary injunction 
against the defendants to force 
them to stop their alleged monop- 


olistic practices. The plaintiffs 
other than Lynch include Warner 
Bros. Pictures, Inc.; Warner Bros. 


Circuit Management Corp., Warner 
Bros. Theatres, Inc., Vitagraph, Inc., 
Paramount Pictures, Inc., Paramount 
Pictures Distributing Company, Inc., 
RKO-Radio Pictures, Inc., Loew’s, 
Inc., 20th-Century Fox Film Corp., 
Universal Film Exchanges, Inc., and 
United Artists Corp. 

The suit was filed by Irvin A. 
Winegrad, attorney for Rubin Sha- 
piro and the Harub Amusement 
Corporation, operators of the Ad- 
miral. House is valued at $150,000. 
The case is similar to that filed two 
months ago by Henry Friedman, 


!operator of the Lansdown theatre, 


who asked $150,000 triple damages in 
a similar situation. 

This is the fifth suit brought 
against the majors under the Sher- 
man and Clayton anti-Trust laws in 
this territory in recent months. Only 
one case has been decided. Judge 
William H. Kirkpatrick ruled in 
favor of the Landis theatre in a sim- 
ilar case. An appeal of the latter is 
scheduled to be argued Monday (15) 
in the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 





MRS. GABLE’S FILM 
St. Louis, Jan. 9. 
A film with a plot showing the 
transition that takes place from the 
time a girl enters college as a home- 
sick freshman to the day she is grad- 


uated as a senior is on the agenda © 
'Miss Josephine Dillon, first wife 0 


Clark Gable, who becomes head dra- 
matie coach at Christian College, 


Miss Dillon doesn’t care to be 


known as Mrs. Gable and ee 


secon 
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PICTURE GROSSES _ 





Rat and Baby -Parsons Unit Lead 


Strong Chi with Walloping $39,000: 


‘Accident -Davis Fair 136, Rest OK 








¢ Chicago, Jan. 9. 

‘Business continues along a strong 
and even keel in the loop, with most 
of the houses showing steady grosses 
on solid attractions. -Best of the 
week is unquestionably the Chicago, 
with the Balaban & Katz flagship 
turning in another big session with 
the Louella Parsons unit on the 
stage and ‘Brother Rat and a Baby’ 
on the screen. 

- Of the two other vaude spots the 
State-Lake is managing a profitable 
gession with the second set of ‘Dead 
End Kids’ but the follow-up is far 
from reaching the smash business 
take of the previous group billed 


under that title. Oriental, which 
plowed through to its biggest gross 
under Jones, Linick & Schaefer op- 
eration last week, currently slides 
back drastically. 

‘Hunchback : of Notre Dame’ is 
holding up well in the Palace and 

to go two more weeks at 
least at the present pace. Had a big 
holiday season and is now rolling 
along on a steady Md ‘Gulliver's 
Travels’ dropped off fast as soon as 
the holiday time was over, with the 
adults not holding up the pic the 
way the kids did last week. 

‘Another Thin Man’ is winding up 
a good three-week stay in the 
United Artists while ‘Victor Herbert’ 
is going well in the Garrick after a 
fine Chicago week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Intermezzo’ (UA) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing to all right $4,500 after turning 
in a strong $7,900 last week, with 
plenty of weeping femmes. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Rat and Baby’ (WB) and Louella 
Parsons unit on stage. Strong at- 
traction as a combination show that 
is drawing at least $39,000, smack- 
~. Last week, ‘Herbert’ (Par) 
rolled home into wow coin at $53,600. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65) — 
‘Herbert’ (Par). All right in second 
loop session to $4,000. Last week, 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) managed fine 
$6,700 for second Joop gallop. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40) — 
‘Accident’ (U) and Benny Davis unit 
on stage. House sags currently after 
smash week and drops to fair $13,000. 
Last week, ‘McCarthy’ (U) and Ted 

unit on stage biggest gross 
under J.L.&S. operation at $31,000, 
with 55c top and New Year’s at $1.10. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Hunchback’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Opened on Christmas Day. Currently 
should gather satisfactory 

r pounding home a big 
session last week at $25,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
%)—‘Gulliver’ (Par) (3d wk). Also 
opened on Christmas Day. Now 
without the kids is suffering some- 


what at offi indi ild |—‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). 
Ye ane ee ut | two-and-a-half days beyond regula- 


500 currently. 


v 


Last week, ‘Destry’ (U) (2d run) and 
vaude, good $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Everything Happens Night’ (20th) 
and ‘Barricade’ (20th). Healthy pace 
ensures swell $9,000. Last week, 
‘Swanee River’ (20th) and ‘One 
Hour’ (U), ditto. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) and 
‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col). Biz not too 
heavy. Fair $11,500. Last week, 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Nick Carter 
(M-G), nice $14,700. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and ‘Women 
Have Secrets’ (Par). Paced at hefty 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) 
and ‘Main Street Lawyer’ (Par) (2d 
wk), swell $10,000. 


TED LEWIS UPS 
ETERNALLY TO 
216, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 

Cold weather killed everything 
over week-end but let-up in freezing 
temperatures Monday (8) also pro- 
vided some b.o. relief and should re- 
sult in generally satisfactory session 
if another cold wave doesn’t come 
along mid-way. Combo of ‘Eternally 
Yours’ and Ted Lewis topping town 
at Stanley although bitter mercury 
will show in final gross, which won't 
be within several grand of Lewis’ 
usual take around here. 

Senator picking up a bit with 
‘Little Accident’ and Will Osborne’s 


ork but hardly enough to justify con- 
tinuation of flesh here, which is be- 
ing dropped after current bill. ‘Bal- 
alaika’ doing way under expectations 
at Penn, despite heavy advance cam- 
paign, but ‘Judge Hardy and Son,’ on 
move from Stanley, is sparking the 
Warner to a nice week. Two-and-a- 
half-day h.o. of ‘Secret of Dr. Kil- 
dare’ at Fulton not bad either. 


Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 








'*‘Swanee’ (20th). Second week shoot- 


$13,000 | ing 
second That'll likely be enough to send pic- 


for $6,000 and should get it. 


‘ture to Senator for a continuation of 
| downtown run, which is present plan. 
- week, around $10,500. 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Jan, 11 _ 


Astor—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (4th wk.). 


Capitol—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (4th wk.). 

Criterion — ‘Child Is Born’ 
(WB) (10). 

Globe—‘My Son Is Guilty’ 
(Col) (13). 

Music Hall—‘His Girl Friday’ 
(Col). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Palace—‘Man Who Couldn't 
Talk’ (20th). 

Paramount—‘Gulliver’s Trav- 
els’ (Par) (4th wk.), 

Rialto— ‘Mexican Spitfire’ 
(RKO) (9). 

(Reviewed in Varyety, Dec. 13) 

Rivoli—‘ Light That Failed 
(Par) (4th wk.). 

Roxy—‘Raffles’ (UA) (12). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 20) 

Strand—‘Invisible Stripes’ 
(WB) (12). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 3) 

Week of Jan. 18 


Astor—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (5th wk.). 


. Capitol—Gone with Wind’ 
(M-G) (5th wk.). 


Criterion—‘Judge Hardy’s Son’ 
(M-G) (17). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 13) 

Hollywood—‘The Bluebird’ 
(20th) (19). 


Music Hall—His Girl Friday’ 
(Col) (2d wk.). 

Paramount — ‘Remember the 
Night’ (Par) (17). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rialto—‘Invisible Man Re- 
turns’ (U) (16). 

Rivoli—‘Grapes 
(20th) (23). 

Roxy—Raffles’ (UA) (2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Invisible Stripes’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 


of Wrath’ 


| 


| the downtown area has seen since) ‘ 
| | May Live,’ vesterday (Tues.) brought 
m—- Spitfire,’ obtained from 











‘Honeymoon Big 
146, ‘Wives’ 116 





Cincinnati, Jan. 9. 

Aggregate biz of major houses is 
surprisingly hefty in face of weather 
obstacles. Cold snap during past 
week had Ohio River frozen over for 
first time since 1918 and icy streets 
retarded auto traffic from hilltop 
suburbs. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ is maintain- 





ing record-breaking b.o. power. Its 
current third-week tug is topping 
the opening week’s. Near-zero tem- 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) | perature during first half of this 


et with the holiday season at tion week, with ‘Day Bookies Wept’ 
500 


|(RKO) and ‘Three Sons’ (RKO) 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 25-40)— | opening Wednesday (10). For ab- 


‘Detective’ (WB) and vaude. 
ing to good gross currently 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Dress Parade’ 
(WB) and A. B. Marcus unit was an 
absolute smash with the Marcus unit 


@ prime reason for the walloping | 59)—‘Ralalaika’ 


Gross of $25,100. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Another Thin Man’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). Has had 


money stay and will-garner okay | 


$8,000 currently after packing in a 
tilliant New Year's week at $14,200. 


HERBERT’ SOCK $9,500, 





‘NIGHT’ 96, PROVIDENCE: 





Providence, Jan. 9. 
Grosses still fairly strong with 
‘The Great Victor Herbert’ at Strand 
tiding the crest, ‘Everything Hap- 
bens at Night’ at Majestic also col- 
lecting nice coin. ‘Hunchback’ at 
RKO Albee, holdover, still strong. 


« 

Swanee River’ which closed Thurs- 
A (4) at Majestic after hefty week, 

an Teopen at Fay’s Friday (12) for 

er downtown week. Previous 

roumitment of ‘Balalaika’ to Carlton 

wine’ State delayed ‘Swanee’ 


Estimates for This Week 


qyilbee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50) — 
Hunchback’ (RKO) (3d wk). Con- 


uous] h i 
Swell $3 ealthy pace promises 


5,400. Previous 10-day run 

bi house rousing $18,000. 
60 Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Nick 
‘Carte r (M-G) (2d run). Stepping 
Hae to nice $3,000. Last week, 
‘Tatdy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Fugitive 
Marge) (Col) (2d run), swell $3,500. 
igny 8 (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40) — 
vane Kid and Lady’ (20th) and 
©. Helping to peppy $7,000. 


Hold- | breviate 
at top of $5,300 for opening seven days, 


h.o., $1,400 isn’t, bad _on 


counting the extra New Year's eve 


| midnighter. 


' Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
(M-G). Extensive 
iadvance campaign for this operetta, 





| 


' 
| 


Holding for | week shaved ticket lines for morning 


and afternoon shows, which have 
a general 75-cent admish, but did 
not check sellouts for night perform- 
ances, at $1 and $1.50 for reserved 
seats. For its eV 
‘Wind’ will pull close to $80,000, 
which is a dream mark for Cincy. 
Present indications are that ‘Wind’ 
will have a run of eight weeks or 
more. 

Albee is doing fairly good on ‘Four 
Wives’ and the combo Shubert has 


but biz isn’t there. Will be lucky to | swell returns on ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ 


wind up with $13,000. v 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) fell to pieces 
down the stretch and finished slightly 


‘under $14,000, pretty bad for a eal 


|day session. 
| Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘Little Accident’ (U) and Will Os- 





borne band. Best yet with flesh, but | 


still not enough to make policy pay. 


| 


lthree weeks of vaudfilm. Whatever 
ithere is currently, Osborne’s doing. 
However, $5,600 nothing to write 
home about. Last week, ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(20th) and Ciro Rimac’s band in the 
doghouse at $4,400, despite New 
Year's eve show. 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and Ted 
Lewis’ unit. Looks like a generally 


okay session but it won't come close 
to biz Lewis customarily does here. 
Must be the weather. Headed for 
around $21,000, which is good but 
still not Lewis biz. Last week, 
‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and Bob Crosby’s 
‘ork walloped by temperature and 
didn’t even come close to expected 
record, although $29,800 isn’t to be 
sneezed at. 


: | —Wind’ 
As result, house goes back to straight | 
pix Friday (12) after just short of; 


Last week, | and the Moulin Rouge revue. ‘Bala- 


laika’ is a no-dicer for the Palace. 
Estimates ‘for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Four 
Wives’ (WE). Fairly good $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Hunchback’ (RKO), very 
good $16,000. 


first three weeks. 


| 
| 


' keeping open until 5:45 a.m. These 








VARIETY 











B'way Tapers Off After Smash 
New Yr.s Wk; ‘Wind's’ 3d Wow 
$98,000, Garbo-Vaude Big $32,000 





Broadway was badly battered over 
the New Year’s holiday and most of 
the managers are still groggy from 
wrestling with the biggest crowds 


29. Majority of them were up all 
night seeing that their theatres 
weren’t torn apart. All houses, ex- 
cepting the Capitol and _ Astor, 
ground deep into the morning, two 





were the Paramount and Strand, 
while most of the others didn’t lock | 


;up much before that hour. 


|plete show after midnight New | sold. 


| close to $60,000, immense. 
|able thing about business here and 


| 





| 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 75-$1-$1.50) 


(M-G) (3d wk). Holding 
up strong at $25,000. Last week 
(2d), $30,000 for burg’s biggest pic 
take in more than a decade. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘Fu- 
gitive at Large’ (Col) and ‘Heaven 
With Barbed Wire Fence’ (20th), 
split with ‘Demon Barber Fleet 
Street’ (Select) and ‘Return of Frog’ 
(Select). Average $2,200. Last week, 
‘Phantom Strikes (Mono) and ‘Pasco 
Basin’ (U). split with ‘Man Montreal’ 
(U) and ‘Buried Alive’ (Ind), $2,300. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO). Moveover from 
Albee for second week. Okay $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) (2d 


|run), very good $6,000. 


, ‘Swanee’ 


(RKO) 
(20th). 
Palace for second week. Fairly good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Destry’ (U) (2d 
run), fair $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 


Lyric (1,400; 35-42)— 


| 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— | «Balalaika’ (M-G). No dice at $8,500. 


‘Hardy Son’ (M-G). 
fice decided 
this one oom 
justifyin self. sup 
oaet tt ad at Stanley, Hardy pic is 
showing plenty of strength and will 
have no trouble grabbing $6,000, very 
good. Last week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par), 
on h.o, from Penn, around $5,300, 
just fair for holiday session. 


and move 1s 


Front WB of- | fast week, ‘Swanee’ 
at last minute to switch | $13.000. 


Without flesh sup- | ‘Honeymoon’ 


(20th), 


(RKO) (2,150; 42-60)— 
(20th) and ‘Moulin 
Rouge’ revue. Swell $14,000. Last 
week, Barricade’ (20th) and ‘Hellza- 
fire’ unit with Bert Wheeler. Two 
New Year’s Eve performances at 
$1.25 top for reserved-seat plan. Or- 
dinary $12,500. 


okay 
Shubert 


.the Astor. Managers expressed some | holiday, was smashing session ét 


}adults as much as other shows, 
| grossed $16,000 on New Year’s Eve, 


In Bullish Cincy 


| the house did last New Year’s and, 


The Music Hall, putting on a com- 


the Strand the same date; ‘His Girl 
Friday’ at the Music Hall tomorrow 
(Thurs.) and ‘A Child Is Born’ today 
(Wed.) at the Criterion. Arthur 
Mayer, who got a very good week 
out of his French-made, ‘That They 


On Jan, 19 the Hollywood rewarms 
with ‘The . Bluebird’ (20th) on a 
twice-daily run at $2 top. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) —‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) (4th 
week). Begins fourth lap today 
(Wed.) after finishing third week last 
night (Tues.) at $23,000, every seat 
The same figured for New 


Year’s Eve, but at no increase in | Year’s week, second for the picture. 


| prices, grossed.neéarly $26,000 on the 
|day. This is a”new record for the 
|house for any day in its history, 
beating previous high of $23,000 es- 


| 
| 


} 


tablished Feb. 22, 1936 (Washington's | 


birthday) by ‘Follow the Fleet.’ Hall | 
| ‘ dous. 


; to day. New Year's week (2d) was 


brought in ‘Hunchback of Notre 
; Dame’ Dec. 30 and holds it through 
j tonight (Wed.) for a total of 12 


| days. It got $97,000 for the first week 
| over New Year's, and _the final five 
‘days, with post-New Year lethargy 
| having set in everywhere, will be 
‘about $50,000. 

Another record over the Jan. 1 
holiday was established by the Roxy 
which opened ‘Swanee River’ the 
. Friday before New Year’s and holds 
| it for a total of two weeks. House 
| played to $22,900 on Dec. 31, beating 
|by more than $2,000 the business 
|}done on any single day under the 
present age J of the house. That 
goes back about 10 years. With the 
names of Al Jolson and Don Ameche 
as screen bait, the first week was 
Remark- 


at the Hall Dec. 31 was that both 
houses did not open until 12 o’clock 
noon, usual Sunday opening hour. 

The Paramount, with ‘Gulliver’s 
Travels,’ which is not getting the 


very big. This is away over what 


according to the books, is the best 
Dec. 31 the theatre has done since 
‘Wells Fargo’ three years ago, which 
got $18,500. Difference, however, is 
that ‘Fargo’ was on its first week 
over New Year’s, while ‘Gulliver’ 
had opened before Christmas, on 
Dec. 20. ; 


Demand for seats continues many 
weeks ahead, with orders being filled 
into March. 


Capitol (4,520; 75-$1.10-$1.65)— 
‘Wind’ (M-G) (4th week). Wound 
up the third stretch of seven days 
last night (Tues.) at $75,000, tremen- 
Business varies little from day 


near to $85,000, with kids well 
sprinkled among those who fought 
to get in, or waited on lines for 
hours, } |’ 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Child 
Is Born’ (WB). Opens here today 
(Wed.), following a mild take for 
‘Call On President’ (M-G), $5,000. 
Over New Year’s the house got $9,000 
with ‘Night of Nights’ (Par), good. 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Street of 
Missing Women’ (Col). This is ‘Cafe 
Hostess,’ playing here under what is 
regarded as a more attractive title; 
indications point to about $7,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Big Guy’ (U), got 
$9,500, very good. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55 )—‘Elizabeth 
and Essex’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘High 
School’ (20th) (1st run), doubled. 
This brace, with Bette Davis, Errol 
Flynn and Jane Withers as draught, 
will end at $8,000, okay. In ahead, 
over New Year’s. ‘We Are Not 
Alone’ (WB) and ‘Barricade’ (20th), 
both second runs, dualed, $10,900, 
very nice. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—Gulliver’ (Par) and Glen Gray, 
Jimmy Savo and Merry Macs (4the 
final week). Duck soup for the kids, 
but not such a potent puller with 
adults, ‘Gulliver’ ¥Yegins its final 
stanza today (Wed.). It has heavy 
profit to its credit so far in spite of 
starting during the Xmas shopping 
period. The first week, with four 
days of pre-Xmas, it garnered $48,- 





First week for ‘Gulliver’ was $48,- 
000, but the second through New | 


000; the second, over New Year’s, 
$60,000, and third, ending last night 


Year’s, zoomed to $60,000 and the | (Tues.), $30,000. 


third, ending last night (Tues.), was | 
$30,000, with a fourth yet to go. 
Strand, also on its second week | 


Radio City Musie Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65 )—‘Hunchback’ (RKO) 
and stage show (2d-final week). 


over New Year’s with ‘Four Wives’ | Goes five days on a second week to 


and Abe Lyman, grossed $41,000 and 


| get house back to regular Thursday 


this week (third) will be about $25,- | opening; on holdover not more than 


000. ‘Light That Failed,’ also a sturdy 
starter over Christmas, got $32,000 
on its New Year week at the Rivoli 
and presently is in its third semester, 
suggesting a likely $23,000... ..- . 

Paramount, Roxy and Strand got 
$1.50 New Year’s Eve, while the Ri- 
voli also went into this price brack- 
et for a while the night of Dec. 
31. State got $1.10. 

Business continued strong into 
New Year’s day, but began to sluff 
off a little at night and since then 
considerable calm _ hovers _ over | 
Broadway. Managers figure that it 
will be about 10 days or two weeks 
before the spending well, which 
went dry over the holidays, will 
start refilling. 

There is plenty of money still 
around, however, for ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ and this week’s second- 
run at the State, ‘Ninotchka,’ plus a 
vaudeville show. 


Over New Year’s week ‘Wind’ 
drew close to $85,000 into the Capi- 
tol and $23,000 into the _ Astor. 
Metro stuck to its established prices | 
and three shows at the Cap, two at} 


{ 





wonderment, however, why the Cap | 
and Astor both did not put on a| 


‘New Year’s midnight show since the | 


business was there. The third week 
of ‘Wind,’ ending last night (Tues.) | 
at the Cap, stood at a smacko $75,- 


(000, while again, also for the third 


Transferred from , 


week, it was a capacity $23,000 at 
the $2 twice-daily Astor. 
‘Ninotchka.’ with Frankie Masters 
orch, Sheila Barrett and Johnny 
Downs on the vaude show, will get 


'the State around $32,000 this week, 


great for the first.stanza after New 
Year’s. Over the second of the two 
year-end holidays the house scored 
nearly $40,000 with ‘Mr. Smith’ and 
a stage bill headed by Cross and 
Dunn, heavy takings. 

Numerous new shows are coming 
in after the New Year’s slow-up, in- 
cluding ‘Raffles’ at the Roxy Friday 
(12); ‘Invisible Stripes,’ plus Shep 
Fields’ orch and Dead End Kids at 


| $50,000, business 


having dropped 
sharply after New Year’s. On its 
initial seven days the Charles Laugh- 
ton starrer got $97,000, noz t:.2 tops, 
but still very good. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Mexican 
Spitfire’ (RKO) opened here yester- 
day morning (Tues.). “That They 


| May Live’ (Mayer-Burstyn) did very 


well, getting $9,500. This is the 


| first French-made to play the house. 
|In ahead, ‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U), 
'went 10 days, getting fancy $12,000. 


Rivoli (2.092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 


| ‘Light That Failed’ (Par) (3d week). 


Post-New Year dropoff will mean 
about $23,000 here this week (3d), 
but entirely satisfactory nonetheless. 
Last week, over New Year's. the 
gross was $32,000 against strong 
stage show competition. The initial 
seven days. through Xmas, was 
powerful $47,500. 

Roxy (5.836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Swanee 
River’ (20th) and stage show (2d- 
final week). Into very snug profit 
on the 14-day run in spite of the 
usual dip after New Year’s, this 
week appearing over $30.000. The 
first seven days, through the Jan. 1 


nearly $60.000, with house hitting a 
new high Dec. 31 for any day with 
$22,900. 

State (3.450; 35-55-75 )—‘Ninotchka’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and Frankie Mas- 
ters orch, Sheila Barrett, Johnny 
Downs. This house is getting more 


| than its share of what business is 


now around, looking for smart 
$32,000. Last week. over New 
Year's, ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (2d run) 
and vaude headed by Cross and 
Dunn, got close to $40,000, socko. 


Strand (2,767: 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) and Abe Lyman’s 
orch (3d-final week). Pushed across 
Xmas week, its first, for $46,000; 
nabbed $41,000 over New Year’s and 
this week (3d) will be about $25,000. 
This adds up to pretty profit on the 
21-day run. ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB), 
with the Shep Fields band and the 
Dead End Kids in person, comprises 
the new show for Friday (12). 
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At Dailies’ Ad Boosts, 
Mull Using Radio Time 


Atlanta, Jan. 9. 
This burg’s radio stations stand a 
good chance to pick up film house 
revenue with demise of Hearst's 


Atlanta Georgian and Sunday Ameri- 
can, and subsequent upping by two 
remaining rags of amusement ad 
space rates. 

Journal, afternoon rag which was 
purchased by James M. Cox, who 
also bought Hearst sheets and closed 
’em up, boosted its amusement dis- 
play rates from $2.80 per inch 
straight to $3.01 daily and $3.15 
Sunday. Constitution, morning paper, 
went from $2.80 to $2.94. 

Theatre managers are up in arms 
over the boosts and many are con- 
templating wider use of radio to sell 
their shows. What Journal stands to 
lose in peaches, if this comes about, 
they will probably make up in 
cream, since Cox also bought 
Journal-owned. WSB, 50,000-watt 
NEC Red outlet, and 40% of WAGA, 
NBC Blue outlet, which is operated 
by Journal. WGST, CBS outlet, and 
WATL, indie that’s going Mutual this 
month, are in best spot, however, to 
pick up theatre biz. 


‘GWTW’ NOT INCLUDED 
IN NAT'L CRITICS’ POLL 


Memphis, Jan. 9. 
‘Gone With the Wind’ will not be. 
considered in the first distribution of | 








By John C. Flinn 


If there were any gauge by which such things could 
be measured, it is probable that accurate investigation 
would uncover the fact that motion pictures, as pre- 
sented daily in thousands of American theatres, rep- 
resent the highest dollar values of any merchandise 
sold to the public. That is to say, the ratio between 
production cost and the average theatre admission 
price. 

There has been tall eyebrow lifting these past few 
weeks within the trade at the extraordinary boxoffice 
receipts which have been rung up for ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ in the half-dozen cities, widely separated geo- 
graphically, where the Selznick film is playing. Of a 
length far beyond the conventional, running time be- 
ing three hours and 40 minutes, the numbers of cus- 
tomers have not been record-breaking, although re- 
ceipts in every instance have been in excess of high 
records of all time. The answer, of course, is the in- 
creased admission fee at theatres where continuous 
policy over the years had established a scale of prices 
adjusted to routine single or double-billing of features 
and flattened to conv tional competition. 

There have been rcieased through the past *<asor 
several films of sufficient broad appeal and uiivsual 
values to have justified the experiment, on a nation- 
wide scale, of boosting admission prices. Opposed to 
such innovation, however, are showmen whose experi- 
ence has convinced them that film patronage is best 
encouraged by maintaining a satisfactory scale for the 
aveseze type of attraction, thereby offering outstanding 
features as premiums against the weeks when run of 
the mill pictures are the best they have tu offer. Al!- 
though such a policy may appear as conducting busi- 
ness along lines of least resistance, the week in and 
week out family trade provides the economic founda- 
tion of the industry. 


NEW CHAPTER IN EXHIBITION 

Notwithstanding, ‘Gone With the Wind’ has opened 
a new chapter in film exhibition. On the basis of re- 
turns from the first engagements, the Metro distrib- 
uting organization is reported to be wholly convinced 
of the wisdom of the presentation policies which it 
adopted as best adapted to collect the most public 
dollars for the picture. There is no intention of any 
radical departure from the plan, basis of which is to 
insist on a dollar top admission scale in all continuous 
run houses and a reserved seat scale of $1.65 to $2 





annual kudos by the newly-organ- 
ized Newspaper Film Critics of 
America. 


honors would not include the Selz- 


Steering committee in' 
charge of plans for first convention | ee Z 
and poll announced last week that} 2° indication of drop in patronage. 
the list of pictures eligible for 1939 | 


where the picture is played two-a-day. What remains 
for the moment, as an uncertain factor in the scheme, 
is the amount of extended playing time ‘Wind’ is able 
to earn for itself. Wherever currently shown there is 


Within a month the picture will 


nick picture because it had not been mean the elimination of at least one first-run theatre in 


given general release during the 12 
months covered. 


‘GWTW’ will figure in the 1940 
voting, it was stated, creating un- 
usual situation in that there’s little 
chance of any production topping At- 
lanta fracas during the year and 
thus the odds are that the winner of 
the 1940 poll can be forecast before 
that of 1939. 

Harry Martin, of Memphis, NFCA 
ehairman pro-tem, announced also 
that the critics’ convention dates 
have finally been set for Feb. 24-26 
instead of March 2-4 as previously 
indicated. Confab will be held in 
Hollywood. Crix poll will be con- 
ducted in advance by mail under su- 
pervision of Merle Potter, of Min- 
neapolis, who formerly ran national 
film referendum privately for his 
own sheet. 





Theatre Reopening 


A ‘Blessed Event’ 





Lincoln, Jan. 9. 

Making the most of a_ timely 
situash has always been a paramount 
idea with showmen, and M. E. Lof- 
gren, Stuart theatre manager, thinks 
along those lines. As exploiteer for 
the three J. H. Cooper houses he 
tackled the job of writing a trailer 
to ballyhoo the opening of the newly 
decorated Lincoln. 

His trailer copy went like this: 

‘A blessed event is on the way... 
the re-birth of the Lincoln theatre 
...to join with the Nebraska and 
Stuart to become the three finest sis- 
ter theatres in the midwest...watch 
for this bundle of joy, ete.’ 





‘Lincoln’ Premiere 
Goes to Washington 


Under auspices of the Women’s 


each situation as a regular weekly, or bi-weekly 


| change. Blockbooking and double-billing of features 
' have created throughout the country a condition of 
| practically no reserve films within the clearance 
| periods between first and second runs. ‘Gone With the 
| Wind’ is likely to consume the playing time usually 
| devoted to 10 key releases, which either will have to 
wait their turn until after the extended engagements, 
| or be placed in competing theatres, most of which have 
| a full quota of releases. There is a potential back-log 
of pictures in sight. Release schedules of nearly every 
; national distributing exchange will be revised and 
altered to cope with a new condition. 
Meanwhile, two other distributors in addition to 
Metro are experimenting with the plan of lifting heavy 


~~ 


be showing in 30 
key spots, according to present bookings, which will 


investment films out of the routine release and giving 
them the impetus of special advanced admission scale 
handling. ‘The Blue Bird,’ starring Shirley Temple 
and bedecked in Technicolor, will be launched as a 
two-a-day in New York, Detroit and San Francisco 
later this month. For the moment 20th-Fox is con- 
fining its plans to these three showings, behind which 
the company is expending heavily in newspaper ad- 
vertising and general promotion. If the engagements 
should click, the plan may be extended to other cities. 
in any event, the promotional scheme undoubtedly will 
attract a general public interest to the Maeterlinck 
sjory which would be impossible to arouse through 
ordinary release. The picture tentatively is set for 
general showing during Easter week. . ; 

Robert E. Sherwood’s ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ which 
has been filmed by Max Gordon and Harry Goetz for 
RKO, will aspire for ‘Wind’ receipts, and the opening 
engagement at Keith’s, Washington, D. C., will take 
place Jan. 23. Boxoffice scale will be boosted to 75c. 
at the matinees, at which there will be three showings 
(in contrast to two for ‘Wind’) and reserved seats will 
be sold for the major night show. ‘Lincoln’ will pre- 
cede ‘Wind’ into the national capital by the margin 
of four days. 


REAL TEST COMING IN SPRING 


To the great rank and file of independent theatre 
operators, few of whom are concerned with major first 
runs because of distributor affiliations, these revolu- 
tionary innovations in exhibition policies will explode 
in their midst later this spring. -Real test of the forti- 
tude of the boxoffice to stand the impact of 100% (and 
better) boost in admission scale will come when the 
independent operator attempts to repeat on the suc- 
cesses of the major first-run houses. Aside from the 
film rental issue (and 70% of receipts which Metro is 
asking for ‘Wind’ is causing some sleepless nights) the 
unaffiliated manager will need all his courage to boost 
the admission impost. Where certain local conditions 
might discourage the attempt, on the whole he will 
find, perhaps to his amazement, that there are plenty 
of amusement dollars willing to come from household 
hoardings to pay for an evening’s entertainment. 

Not the least interesting aspect of engagements of 
‘Gone With. the Wind,’-and also other high-grossing 
films of the past, is their stimulating effect on all film 
business for a period following their showings. Thou- 
sands of customers who are only occasional film pa- 
trons are attracted by the outstanding pictures and 
then repeat. In the absence of any unified industry 
campaign to create new patrons, good pictures com- 


. prise the only form of proselyting. 


How great the reward in increased patronage at 
American film theatres might become, if the industry 
as a whole concentrated on building new patronage 
and enthusing present customers to more frequent at- 
tendance, is glimpsed by a study of boxoffice records 
turned in by the giant grossers, of which ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ seems on its way to leadership. Film busi- 
ness at various times has tried every kind of business 
stimulant from bank nites to free dishes, but has yet to 
touch its earning potentialities as the result of a well- 


- planned and executed industry promotion. 


In a report of the air transport industry, issued this 
week, which boasted that 1,400,000 passengers had used 
the airlines during 1939, an increase of 40%, the state- 
ment concluded with the following: 

‘A full share of credit for the increased traffic is 
given to the joint advertising and publie relations 
campaign of the airlines.’ 





‘Blue Bird’ Road Show, 


| the yarn to the pattern of its highly- 
| seasoned adventure scope. 


War Isn’t Hindering 


And ‘Grapes’ Set For 
Broadway Ballyhoo 


Next major onslaught on the 
Broadway exhibition front will be 
premieres of two 20th-Fox features, 
| Shirley Temple in the technicolor 


| version of Maeterlinck’s ‘The Blue 
| Bird,’ which will open at the Holly- 
wood theatre on a two-a-day policy 
on Jan. 19, and John Ford’s produc- 
tion of ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ set for the 
Rivoli on Jan. Z3. Charles E. Mc- 
Carthy, advertising and publicity di- 
rector, is setting hefty ballyhoo cam- 
paigns for each film. 


| Encouraged by the readiness of the 
| public to support a higher admission 


; price, two-a-day film engagement, as 








| 
| 


evidenced by the reception of ‘Gone, 


With the Wind’ at the Astor, plans 
| for ‘The Blue Bird’ are being shaped 
to provide for an extended, in- 
definite engagement. Premieres will 
be confined this month to the Broad- 
way showing, and openings at the 
Adams theatre, Detroit, and the St. 
Francis, San Francisco. On the ex- 
‘perience of these exhibitions plans 
|for other spots will be arranged, 


} 
| 
| 


| 


,although at the moment the picture 


National Press Club, premiere of is down for general release starting 
RKO’s production of ‘Abe Lincoln in Easter week. 

Illinois,’ from Robert E. Sherwood’s, Film version of the Steinbeck 
play, will take place in Washington, novel, rated for many months as 


at Keith’s, night of Jan. 22. Public the top selling bit of fiction, has 


performances will start the follow- created speculation within the trade, 
ing day at advanced admission chiefly for the fact that Darryl F. 
prices, with the last evening per- Zanuck surrounded the filming with 
formance under reserved seat policy. much secrecy. Controversial angles 

Date was set in order that ‘Lin- of the story, bitterly protested by 
coln’ will have a four-day start in commercial and political interests in 


the capital ahead of the opening at | California, are submerged, according | 
Loew’s of ‘Gone With the Wind’|to some who have seen the picture, | 


(M-G). }and Ford in his directing has held 


McCarthy has engaged Thomas 
Hart Benton to design six original 
lithographs for ‘Grapes,’ which will 
form the nucleus of the pictorial ad- 
vertising. The originai paintings will 
be displayed at the Museum of 
Modern Art. A press showing of the 
picture will be held at the Norman- 
die theatre on Jan. 23. 

Zanuck and Harry Brand, studio 
publicity director, will head a dele- | 
gation of Hollywood film executives | 
and players who will attend the two 
Broadway openings. 

John Goring, veteran roadshow | 
manager and film man, for years at 
the old Criterion, has been placed 
in charge of the New York roadshow | 
engagement of‘ the ‘ luebird’ at the | 
Hollywood. Picture will be backed | 
by the heaviest daily newspaper. ad- | 
vertising campaign 20th-Fox has | 
ever projected on any picture, ac- | 
cording to h.o. information. 


Greenthal Shows ‘Mice’ 
_ At Cincy Press Preview 














Burgess Meredith was flown to, 
Cincinnati on Monday (8) by United | 
Artists for a special press preview | 
of ‘Of Mice and Men,’ in which he, 


Aussie Expoitation; 
Comedy Is Stressed 


Sydney, Dee. 20. 


Despite the war, Aussie exhibs are 
going ahead with heavy exploitation 
layouts as previously scheduled. 
Every opportunity is taken nowa- 
days to make the public more pic- 
minded than ever before. Show- 





|manship has become a fine art in 


Australia in recent times. 

War playups in pic entertainment 
are now taboo, with the newsreel 
theatres the only ones to make a 
high bid for patronage ‘on shot-and- 
shell matter. Comedy fare is being 
highlighted throughout the territory, 
and special talent and give away 
ideas have been introduced recently 
in order to hypo interest. Adver- 
tising has not been cut; full staffs are 
being maintained; every pic, U. S. or 
British, is being exploited to the 
limit for boxoffice gains. 

Commercial tieups proved profit- 
able during 1939. These proven biz- 
getters will probably be re-dressed 
in 1940. 

Top chain exploiteers for 1939 
were Johnny Glass and Herb Hay- 
ward Hoyts), and Teddy Lane 


is starred. He was accompanied by (Greater Union). 





Monroe Greenthal, UA exploitation | 


chief, and preceded by Tom Walker, | 
eastern rep of producer Hal Roach. 


Ike Lipson, head of RKO circuit in | 
Cincy, was host to the newspaper- | 
men, who were brought for the 
screening from Dayton, Louisville, 
Cleveland and Columbus. On the 
return *to New York, Greenthal and 
Meredith stopped off in Philly yes- 
terday (Tues.) for newspaper inter- 
views. There was no special screen- | 
ing. | 


Ballard Ushers ‘Gulliver’ 


Dallas, Jan. 9. 
Paramount flew Dave _ Ballard, 
eight-footer used to exploit ‘Gulli- 
ver’s Travels’ here Friday (5) for 
advance exploitation on film, open- 
ing Friday (12) at the Palace (Inter- 
state). Ballard, wearing Gulliver 


, costume, will make several public 
appearances to-drum up trade before 
picture debuts locally. 
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FILM SHOWMANSHIP 


Atlanta Mers., Burning 





‘Rebecca’ Wardrobe 
1 Of Several Tieups 
For Selznick Picture 


Tieup has been made by Uniteq 
Artists with Kiviette, designer of 
women’s clothes, to~create, manu. 
facture and market a complete 
‘Rebecca’ wardrobe. Clothes are in. 
spired by the character in Daphne du 
Maurier’s book—although the char- 
acter of Rebecca is never actually 
seen in the film produced by David 
Selznick. iat ee, 

Seven garments, constituting the 
‘Rebecca Luxury Wardrobe’, will be 
merchandised throughout the coun- 
try simultaneously with release of 
the picture. Bonwit Teller store, 
exclusive outlet for the clothes in 
New York City, has given its entire 
Fifth ave. frontage—consisting of 
eight windows and the entrance~ 
over to their display. Windows 
carry cards announcing opening of 
‘Rebecca’ at the Radio City Musie 
Hall shortly. 

Other stunts arranged in connec. 
tion with the wardrobe were crea- 
tion of a special color, Rebecca 
mauve, and a story in Vogue mag 
telling of the new clothes. Whole 
tieup was arranged by Lynn Farnol, 
UA publicity and advertising chief. 


RAINBOW VETERANS 
TO SEE CAGNEY’S ‘69TH 


Warner Bros. has tied in the 
natural interest the 69th regiment 
has in its forthcoming picture, ‘The 
Fighting 69th,” with a series of ban- 
quets and get-togethers throughout 
the U. S., Jan. 24. Past and present 
members of New York’s famed 
Fighting Sixty-Ninth (165th U. S. In- 
fantry of the Rainbow division) will 
be guests at these affairs. 

Chief focal point will be on the 
dinner scheduled (24) in the ball- 
room of the Waldorf-Astoria, this 
date marking the anniversary of the 
division’s initial entrance into the 
front-line trenches, Luneville sector, 
in Jan. 1918. 

Sponsors of the anniversary ban- 
quet and get-together are Col. Jotn 
J. Mangan, commander of the regi- 
ment, and Brig.-Gen. Alexander E. 
Anderson, of the N. Y. National 
Guard. Col. Bill Donovan, wartime 
commander of the 69th Regiment, 
will head the list of honor guests. 

Feature of the various celebrations 
will be the showing of the new Cag- 
ney film ‘The Fighting 69th.’ Gather- 
ings slated for the same date have 
been arranged by chapters of the 
Rainbow Division in Cleveland, De- 
troit, Chicago, Youngstown and 
Montgomery. Plans are being dis- 
cussed to broadcast the New York 
affair so that other groups may tune 
in or be hooked up in a national 
program for the night. 


3. 20th-Fox Pix Play 
B’way In One Week 


‘Grapes of Wrath’ is set to open 
at the Rivoli, New York, Jan. % 
following ‘The Blue Bird,’ which is 
set for debut at the Hollywood, Jan. 
19, as the second 20th-Fox picture 
on Broadway at that time. 

With a 20th-Fox feature also at 
the Roxy that week, it will mean 
three of that studio’s pictures play- 
ing at the same time on Broadway. 


‘Scarlett’, ‘Rhett’ Contest 
Plugs ‘GWTW’ In Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 

To publicize the opening of ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ at the Boyd and 
Earle on Jan. 18, a city-wide search 
is being made this week for a gal 
whose measurements and face most 
closely resemble that of Vivien 
Leigh. The winning ‘Scarlett O’Hara 
will attend the premier of the film 
in the dress Miss Leigh wore in the 
picture. She’ll be accompanied by 
a guy who most resembles Clark 
Gable. 

The stunt is being co-sponsored by 
the Junior League and the Philly 
Record, aided by Metro exploitation 
men. Following the premiere a dine 
ner dance will be given at thé 
swanky Warwick hotel, with the 
winning ‘Scarlett’ as belle-of-the- 
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Bands Wake Up Mpls.; ‘Kildare’-Dorsey 
16146, ‘Ariz.-Zurke 746, ‘Hunch’ OK 


+. 
i 








Minneapolis, Jan. 9. 

Loop is currently enlivened by a 
pattle of stage bands, with Tommy 
Dorsey, Orpheum’s ace ammunition, 
itted against Bob Zurke, Minne- 
gote’s big gun. Dorsey, naturally, 
pas a substantial box-office edge, 
but Zurke, all things considered, 

ises to give a good account of 
if. 

Even with the terrifie opposition 
and sub-zero temperatures in evi- 
dence, there’s plenty of box-office 
life, and 1940, off to a good start, con- 
tinues at an encouraging gait. A 
gingte cloud on the horizon at this 
moment is the expected bowing out 
of the Minnesota theatre Thursday 
(11), although there still was a fight- 
ing chance that it might avert the 
scheduled shuttering. 

Dorsey started packing ‘em in from 
the opening matinee and the swing 
hounds are fairly storming the Or- 
pheum doors. It’s his first visit here 

nd jive addicts have been greeting 
him ike a long lost brother. In con- 
gequence, Orpheum will have its big- 
gest week in many a moon. 

‘Munchback of Notre Dame’ is the 
lone important film newcomer and 
it's doing a bang-up biz for the State. 
After a sensationally big New Year's 
week at the State ‘Another Thin 
Man’ has moved over to the Century 
for an extension of its loop first run 
and still is demonstrating consider- 
able box-office vitality, ; 


‘Our Neighbors, the Carters’ fin- 
ishes a moderately successful four | 
—, run at the World, 





rospering with ‘Rasputin,’ now in its | 
third week. ‘Night of Nights,’ at the | 
Gopher, looks on the credit side. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Chan City Darkness’ (20th) and 
‘Man Montreal’ (U), dual first runs. 
Strong combo for this house and 

ould hit good $1,800 in six days. 

st week, ‘Reno’ (RKO) and ‘Little 
Aceident’ (U), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Two Thoroughbreds’ (RKO) 

d ‘Call Messenger’ (U), also dual 

rst-runs, $1,600, okay. 

Oentary (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25-35- 
40)—Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
aves here following a smash seven 

at the State where it proved a 
New Year’s attraction. Headed 

ra good $6,000. Last week, ‘Gul- 
ver’ (Par) (2d wk), good $5,000 
after nice $9,000 first week at State. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 35-40)— 
Rasputin’ (French) (3d wk). House 
peer cleaning up with this one, 

s to publicity breaks. Follow- 
ing Legion of Decency protest against 
attraction, mayor held a hearing to 
determine whether it should be per- 
mitted to continue and Star-Journal 
played up story on front page. Be- 
cause of protests, all three- news- 


| week was advertised, but dopesters 


while the | least two more. With two big houses 
quire, the other sure-seater, is still playing it, that’s the equilvalent of 





papers here have refused film’s ad- 
Vertising, Star, Journal Esquire dis- 
play ad simpiy reading 
served’ for theatre. fter stu- 
endous $2,000 first week and big 
foo second canto, profitable $1.000 


Mdicated for third, and probably 


al, session. 
Gopher 
‘Night of Nights’ (Par). Well spotted 
this house, and preity good $3,000 
in prospect. Last week, ‘House- 


| 
| 


‘space is re- | and Ethel Turp’ 


| Herbert’ 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grogs 
This Week...........$1,631,700 
(Based on 24 cities, 166 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, inctuding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year............$1,547,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 178 theatres) 


‘Wind Still Big 
Hub Blow At 
$83,000, 2 Spots 


. Boston, Jan. 9. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ is standing 
this town on its ears, with a second 
smash week just finished and a third 
stanza sold out solid in advance. 
Hundreds of turnaways at each show 
mean extra biz for some of the other 
film stands around. It’s drawing | 
trade from an area with at least a 
100-mile radius from the Hub, and 
no slowing-up in sight. Final, third 








say that Loew’s expect to set at 


a 10-week run expectation. 
‘Hunchback’ is plenty strong, al- 
though word-of-mouth is generally 
thumbs-down. ‘Four Wives’ is okay 
but not big. 
Estimates for This Week 


Bosten (RKO (3,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Follow Fleet’ (RKO) (reissue) and 
‘Invisible Killer’ (Prod) (lst run), 
with vaude, four days; and ‘Smith 
Goes to Washington’ (Col) (3d run) 
and ‘Fighting Mad’ (Mono) (lst 
run), dual, three days. Aiming to 
ward pleasing $8,000. ‘Last week, 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO) and ‘Folies 
Parisienne’ on stage for full week, 
crashed through with $28,000, includ- 
ing sell-out midnight show at $1.65. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,322; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) and 
‘Henry Goes Arizona’ (M-G). Tepid 
$4,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Gul- 
liver’ (Par) and ‘Neighbors Carters’ 
(Par) (both continued run from the 
Met), very good $8,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Hunchback’ (RKO) with 
‘March of Time.’ Looks like big $18,- 





000 for second week. First full week | 
after playing three previous days 
was socko $30,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- | 
40-55) —‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Joe | 
(M-G). Pulling | 
okay $18,000. Last week, ‘Victor 
(Par) and ‘Women Have | 
Secrets’ (Par), disappointing $16,000 | 
with midnight show. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 75-$1.10- 
$1.50)--‘Wind’ (M-G) (3d week). | 


(Par-Singer) (998; 25)—' Practically sold out before second 


week was finished. Will hit around | 
$45,000. Ditto for second stanza. 





keeper’s Daughter’ (UA), big $4,000 , 40-55)—‘Invisible Stripes (WB) and | 


despite critics’ disapproval. 


Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 20- | promised. Last week, 
rot (Mono) and! (Par) and ‘Carters Neighbors’ 


30-40)—‘Man Arizona’ 


j 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- | 
| ‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G). So-so $6,500 | 
‘Gulliver’ | 


(Par) | 


stage show, including Bob Zurke | (both continued run from Met), | 


band and O’Connor Family. 
what is likely to be its swan song, 
house is offering its biggest and best 
show. But with Tommy Dorsey plus 
r. Kildare’ film as opposition at 
the Orpheum a block away, it’s still 
tough going toward mild $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Shalt Not Kill’ (Rep) and 
Helen Morgan and ‘Little Tough 
Guys’ on stage, mild $7,000, with 
ew Year’s eve midnight show at 
advanced prices helping. 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 35- 
50)—‘Secret Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and 
Tommy Dorsey on stage. Climbing 
towards big °$16.500. Last week. 


Budd Rogers and strong stage show, 
€ $14,000 in six days, including 
€w Year’s eve midnight session. 
gSiate (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 

)—Hunchback’ (U). ‘Traveling at 
a healthy $9,000 clip. “Last week, 
in Man’ (M-G), $12,000, very big. 
Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)—‘Ja- 
maica Inn’ (Par), First neighbor- 
Showing. Good $3,00C indicated. 
Gane week, ‘Drums Along Mohawk’ 
th), $2,800, okay. 
_Kerla (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
(tho Neighbors, the Carters’ (Par) 
this wk). Considering critics’ raves, 
tho One has been disappointing, al- 
gesnes Profitable. Goes out after this 
oe Fairly good $1,400 in pros- 
» Last week, $1,900, pretty good 


and_an impr 
ov ’ 
weeks provement over first two 


For | double, did better relative biz than | 


at Metropolitan the previous week, 
around $11,500. ~Midnight show, 
single screening of ‘Night of Nights’ 
(WB) and ‘Remember the Night’ | 
(Par), helped. Same midnight bill 


'at the Met and Fenway. 


‘and Essex’ 


azing Mr. Williams’ (Col) and; 


} 


| 


j 


| —‘Wind’ (M-G). 


Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
‘Gulliver’ (Par) and ‘Neighbors Car- 
ters’ (Par) (continued run from Par 
and Fenway). Okay $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Dr. X’ (WB) and ‘Elizabeth 

(WB) (both 2d run), 
$7,000. 


State (Loew) (3,600; 75-$1.10-$1.50) 
Selling out every | 
night and almost capacity on mat- 


inees. Will hit around $38,000 for 
third week. Second week smasho 
$37,000. | 





| 


‘EARL’ $5,500, PORT. 


‘Balalaika’ H. O. Strong at $4,700— 
‘Gulliver,’ ‘Hunchback’ 2d 0O.K. | 











Portland, Ore., Jan. 9. | 
All houses held up well through | 
the post-holiday season, chiefly due 
to a series of strong pix. ‘Balalaika 
went a second good week at the 
Broadway. ‘Destry’ went into the 
Mayfair for a second stanza. The 
Paramount held ‘Hunchback,’ and | 
‘Gulliver's Travels’ was kept for a 
third chukker by the Liberty. 
Principle new pic to open in the 


|tures and generally good bills in 


-week’s $18,000. 


burg this week is ‘Earl of Chicago’ 
wh'th went over the top in a nice 
way for Parker’s UA. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Nick 
Carter’ (U) (2d wk). Good biz for 
the post-holiday trade at $4,700. First 
week a knock-out for this spot with 
ertiberts (Hamrick 

e amrick-Evergreen) (2,- 

000; 30-35-40) —Gulliver’ e Par) (3d 
wk) and ‘Thorobreds’ (RKO) (ist 
wk). Good enough $3,800. Second 
week of ‘Gulliver’ with ‘Our Neigh- 
bors’ (Par), strong $5,000. _- 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 30-35-40)—‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Joe 
and Ethel Turp’ (M-G). Moved from 
the UA for a second week at this 
house and okay around $3,000. Last 
week, house went legit with Eva Le 
Gallienne road unit. 


Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
15-30-40)—‘South of Border (Rep) 
and ‘Money to Burn’ (Rep) with 
vaude, Average $4,500. Last week, 
‘Tropic Fury’ (U) with Major Bowes’ 
road unit ‘Prize Winners of 1939’ 
scored heavily on the vaude for 
strong $6,000. 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Hunchback’ 
(RKO). Holding for a good second 
week at $5,000. First week ran up 
a big score around $6,900. 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) and 
‘Missing Evidence’ (U). In a win- 
ning bracket for $5,500. Last week 
‘Destry’ and ‘Joe and Ethel 
Turp’ (M-G) strong $5,800 and 
moved to the Mayfair. 


KYSER $18,000 
-INBEALTHY 
DETROIT 


Detroit, Jan. 9. 


Given a big lift on the sell-outs 
of three midnight specials here, pic- 
ture houses headed into some big 
biz last week and the whole outlook 
is much better. With holdovers all 
over the town as New Year’s came 
along, the downtown houses were 
forced to dress up the holiday bills 
with advance showings. 

Healthy cash was picked up in the 
midnight show with the Fox pick- 
ing off $5,000 by combining ‘Swanee’ 
on its regular run with Kay Kyser’s 
‘That’s Right, You’re Wrong,’ not 
due for another week. The Michi- 
gan specialed with ‘Victor Herbert’ 
and ‘Four Wives,’ still to start regu- 
lar run and close to $4,000 jingled 
at the b.o. The United Artisis, also 
with a holdover, specialed with 
‘Balalaika’ and “‘Turps Call on the 
President’ and came up with $2,500. 
All got $1.10 throughout for reserved 
seats. On top of these extra tak- 
ings, the same week threw plenty of 
biz to the h.o.’s with ‘Hardy Son’ 
topping its first week. (Note: Spe- 
cial showings are not included in 
the grosses below.) 

Conditions have been on the mend 
here since the big Chrysler strike 
was ended and houses, in general, 
are looking for the healthy condition 
to continue this week with new pic- 





town. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Swanee River’ (20th) (lst wk, 2d 
run) and ‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col). 
Former pic moved over after week 
at Fox and should help bring it up 





to $6,400. Last week, ‘Charlie Mc- 
Carthy’ (U) (2d run) and ‘One Hour 
Live’ (U), poor $4,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- | 
55) — ‘That’s Right’ (RKO) and 
‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO). Should | 
cop off a fine $18,000. Last week, | 
‘Swanee River’ (20th) and ‘Honey- 
moon’s Over’ (20th) pulled down a 
good $17,000, not figuring in _ 


and ‘Nick Carter’ (M-G). Nice} 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) 
and ‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G) (both 2d | 
run) climbed to $16,000, close to first 


Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-55) — ‘Geronimo’ (Par) 
and ‘Women Secrets’ (Par). 


PICTURE GROSSES 


‘Wind’ Howls Through L. A. for 2nd 
Wk. of Smash Biz, Rolling Up $47,800; 
Balalaika’ 226: Child 126; H.0.’s OK. 


VARIETY id 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .......... . .$317,500 
(Based on 12 theatresy — 
Total Gross Same Week 
i ere $285,000 
(Based on 12 theatresy 


Raffles’ Shovels 
106 Out of K. ¢. 
Blizzard; Rest Off 


: ’ Kansas “Ww, Jan, 9. 

Winter in full blast during past 
fortnight and no let up in sight. 
Week-end remained near zero and 
snow fall began Saturday afternoon 
to become a foot deep on Sunday. 
Snow atop the already icy streets 
minimized traffic and took toll at the 
box office. Bright _ in the weather 
is the expected nefit to spring 
crops. 

First runs are evenly divided with 
new bills in three spots and hold- 
overs on three marquees. . ‘Raffles’ 
heads the Midland double bill and 
‘Rulers of the Sea’ is singled at the 
Newman with the usual vaude-film 
combo at the Tower. ‘Swanee River’ 
is a day and date holdover at the 
Fox Esquire and Uptown theatres. 
Orpheum completes two weeks on 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ Sunday 
(7) and runs three days into a third 
— to return to Thursday opening 
ay. 

Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 

west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Swanee River’ (20th) holdover in 
both spots. Weather proving tough 
competition. Around $4,200. First 
week saw nice $8,500 combo with 
holiday trade to aid. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Music in My 
Heart’ (Col) dualled. Good bill but 
under wraps at $10,000. Last week 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Nick Carter’ 
(M-G) fair $8,250. 

Newman (Paramount (1,900; 10-25- 
40)—‘Rulers of Sea’ (Par). Getting 
more than satisfactory returns de- 
spite weather, $7,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Gulliver’ (Par), came 
through cold weather with $4,200. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘Hunchback’ (RKO) completes 14- 
day run Sunday (7). Second week 
strong $5,200 in face of cold and 
snow. Runs three days into third 
week for added $1,200, okay. Open- 
ing week’s $10,000 the biggest here. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,050; 10-25)—‘Lost 
Flyers’ (U) with ‘La Conga Carnival’ 
on stage. Usual combo film and 
vaude and drawing usual patronage 
except, for limitations by weather, 
at $5,800. Last week, ‘South of Bor- 
der’ (Rep) with Gene Auiry’s draw- 
ing power and stage bill featuring 
Alvena, shawl dancer, happy combo 
~, nice returns of $6,800 despite 
cold. 


‘Balalaika’ Big $9,000 























=" 


Los Angeles, Jan. 9. 

This burg has 
David O. Selznick’s ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ and both Carthay Circle and 
United Artists theatres are breaking 
house records daily. Terrific ad- 
vance at the Carthay, and switch of 
policy at United Artists (8) calling 
for one reserved seat performance 
nightly, with general admission con- 
tinued throughout the day, will 
likely give the much-discussed pic 
another immense $21,000 on the sec- 
ond stanza. 

First seven days of day-date policy 
brought terrific $31,334 to the United 
Artists, compared with previous 
high figure at house of $9,500, while 
Carthay Circle, on straight two-a- 
day policy, piled up huge $24,233 on 
14 regular performances, and an ad- 
ditional $6,750 at the advanced 
oaas premiere, for grand total of 

62,317, shattering all records in 
history of town. } 

Newcomers this week include 
‘Balalaika’ at the State and Chinese, 
and ‘A Child Is Born’ at the War- 
ner day-daters, Hollywood and 
Downtown. Paramount is holding 
‘Gulliver’s Travels’ for five days on 

session, and ‘Hunchback of 
Notre Dame’ continues for four days 
of third week at the RKO and Pan- 
tages. ‘Of Mice and Men’ is hit- 
ting good pace at the Four Star, 
where it is now in third week, and 
‘Swanee River,’ on moveover to Fox 


Wilshire, is doing okay for itself. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 75- 
$1.00-$1.50)—-'Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Consistent sellouts 
at the two-a-day policy should bring 
another big $21,000 on second stanza. 
First seven days at regular $1.65 top 
brought big $24,209, on top of which 
must be added $6,750 garnered at 
advanced price preem. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75)—‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and 
‘Joe and Ethel Turp Call on Presi- 
dent’ (M-G). Musical will not break 
any records here, but $10,500 profit- 
able. Last week ‘Swanee’ (20th) and 
‘City Chance’ (20th), with New 
Year’s biz included just fair $12,400. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Child Born’ (WB) and ‘Money 
Burn’ (Rep). Hitting slaw pace that 
will probably spell around $6,500. 
Last week ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) 
and ‘Little Accident’ (U), not too 
hot $11,000. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Mice and Men’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Will add another $4,800 on third 
stanza, after second week brought 
good $5,600, aided by holiday trade. 
Hellywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Child Born’ (WB) and ‘Money 
Burn’ (Rep) dual. Looks like mild 


6,000. Last week ‘Invisible Stripes’ 
(WB) and ‘Little Accident’ (U), 
weak $9,000 


Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
—‘Sabotage’ (Rep) and ‘Scandal 
Sheet’ (Col) plus vaudeville. Back 
to normal trade and will probably 
wind up with $6,500. Last week 
‘Flight Midnight’ (Rep) with Black- 
stone, magician, on stage, aided by 
holiday, very good $12,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Hunchback’ (U) (3d wk). Held over 
for four days on third stanza, with 
possible $2,000 in sight. Second 
week, not very hot $7,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Gulliver’ (Par) (34 wk) and stage 
show. Third week cut to five days 
for another lucrative $9,000, with 
‘Great Victor Herbert’ (Par) mov- 
ing in (9). Last week ‘Gulliver’ 
passed $22,000, helped by two re- 


served seat performances New Year’s 


Setting Montreal Pace) * 


back’ (U) (3d wk). 


ve. 
RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—‘Hunch- 
Will grind out 


four days on third stanza to around 





Balance mostly coasting On 50-sO| 
probabilities. | 
French houses coming back to bet- 


| night special. Montreal, Jan. 9. | $13,000. Second week. wit 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000:| ‘Hunchback’ repeat and ‘Balalaika’! Year’s Day, brought’ aor ak 
30-40-55) — ‘Eternally Yours’ (UA)! are ahead of all first-runs currently. | $10,000. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
75 )—‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Joe and 
Ethel Turp’ (M-G). Looks like fair 


ter takes after holidays. | $12,000. Last week ‘Swanee’ (20th) 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; Jom | 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (2d wk). Pacing | 


Will do tor good $8,500 after excellent $14,000 | 


all right with $7,000. Last week, |),.+ Week. 


'‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA) and 


‘Kid Nightingale’ (WB) picked off a_ 


| decent $8,000. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-5* ) — ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) 
and ‘Turps Call on President’ (M-G). 
Away to what looks like a choice 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Hardy Son’ 
(M-G) $11,000, topping first week’s 
$9,500. 





Joan Crawford Returns 


After a brief vacation in New 
York, Joan Crawford left for the 
Coast by train yesterday (Tuesday) 
to do retakes for ‘Strange Cargo,’ 
with Clark Gable, at Metro. 

Her next at the studio will prob- 
ably be an untitled Louis Brom- 
field yarn. 


‘Raffles’ (UA). 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— | 


‘Four Wives’ (WB). Not much above | 
$5,000 in sight, weak. 
‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) so-so $5,000. | 


Last week, | 
Loew’s (CT) (30-40-60 )—‘Balalaika’ 
(M-G). Aiming for good $9,000. 


Last week, ‘First Love’ (U) (2d wk) 


faded to feeble $4,500. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50 )— | 
‘Circus’ (M-G and ‘Wang China- 
town’ (Mono). Sighting for good 


$5,000. Last week, ‘Everything Har- | 


pens Night’ (20th) fair $3,600. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
No rave at $2,500. 
Last week’s repeat of ‘Mice and Men’ 
(UA) poor $1,800. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Les Trois Valses’ (2d 
wk). Good biz at $2,500 after $2,700 
last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 


34)—‘Accuord Final’ 


and ‘City Chance’ (20th), disappoint- 
25-45-55)— | ed over holiday, with final take on 


stanza $15,300. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100: 75- 
$1.00-$1.50)—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Another house rec- 


ord will be shattered on second 


stanza, with policy changed (8) to 
two shows at general admission dur- 
ing the day and reserved seat policy 
at night. On current week should 
pile up big $26,800. First week 
ended with terrific $31,334. Previous 
house record $9,500. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Swanee’ (20th) and ‘City 
Chance’ (20th). On solitary move- 
over should gross profitable $5,500. 
Last week ‘Everything Happens’ 
(20th) and ‘20,000 men’ (20th), just 
fair $5,100 considering holiday possi- 
bilities. 





and ‘Metro- 


politain.” Pacing for good $5,500. 


Last week, ‘Orage’ and ‘Baby’ nice 
$5,000. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 








Philly Licks Post-Holiday Letup: 


6 e + . ‘é e} 9 | ‘Mr. 
a ] l Baby’ (Col) (3d wk). Good enough 
a py Last week, same films, great 





(RKO) (2d wk). Hitting acceptable 
$5,000 for six days. Last week, same 
film, magnificent $12,000, New Year's 
aiding. 
Liberty (J. vH) (1,650; 21-27-42)— 
Williams’ (Col) and ‘Blondie 


Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


Wednesday, January 10, 1940 





Cold Snap and Sonja Henie Ice Revue Freezes B.O.— 


‘Happen -Mary Martin 156, Cleveland — 


Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 

Strong product, much of it held 
over from New Year’s week, is pro- 
viding excellent b.o.’s in downtown 
Philly this week. The post-holiday | 
drop is failing to materialize, much | 
to the relief of house managers all 
the way down the line. 


There are few weak chinks in the; 
solid line of heavy grossers. The only 
ones not in the heavy sugar are, 
‘Swanee River’ and the second week | 
of ‘Raffles.’ Clicking solidly at the | 
gate are ‘Four Wives,’ ‘Hunchbatk, ’ | 
Destry Rides Again,’ ‘Balalaika’ and | 
‘Child Is Born,’ the latter heavily | 
ballyhooed. | 

Record-breaking advance sale is| 
reported for ‘Gone With the Wind,’ | 
skedded to play the Earle and Boyd | 
simultaneously. Opens for a special | 
preview at the Boyd, Thursday (18) 
and begins at both houses the fol- 
lowing day. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Raffles’ (UA) (2d wk). Not up to 
ace set by other films with a so-so 
$8,000. Last week’s holiday biz 
brought it to a neat $14,100. ‘Mice 
and Men’ (UA) preems tomorrow 


(Wed). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) (3d run). Good 
fora bere $3,500. Last week, ‘Thin 
Man’ (M-G) $3,800 for its second 


i 
| 


(850; 27-42)—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and 
‘Witness Vanishes’ (U) (3d wk). 
Good $2,600. Last week, same films, 
$3,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-42)—'Geronimo’ (Par) and 
‘Reno’ (RKO). Ringing up a big 
$6,200. Last week, ‘Everything Hap- 
pens’ (20th) and ‘Call Messenger’ 
(U) $7,200, big. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-27- 
37-42)—‘Man Montreal’ (U) and 
‘Main Street Lawyer’ (Rep), plus 
vaude, Hilton Siamese Twins head- 
lining. Seeing fine $5,500. Last week, 
‘Everything’s Ice’ (RKQ) plus vaude, 
one night only (New Year’s eve), 
with prices upped, solid $3,000; ‘In- 
visible Stripes’ (WB) plus vaude, 
seven days, good $5,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 27-42)—‘Balalaix ’ .M-G) and 
‘Nick Carter’ (M-G) (2d wk). Fair 
$3,500 on five days. Last week, $7,500, 


top pic coin this week with nifty 
$9,200. Last week, ‘Swanee’ (20th) 
and ‘Thoroughbreds’ (RKO) neat 
$9,800. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Music Heart’ 
(Col). Only double feature bill in 
town, but still not strong enough to 
combat snow. Mild $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Blon- 
die Baby’ (Col), in the same class 
with ditto $7,000. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘City Chance’ (20th) and Charles 
Butterworth unit on stage. 


Puny 
$8,500, which means red. 


st week, 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and Joe Cook unit, 
on the line with mild $10,000. 


Snow Hits Omaha 
Grosses; Swanee 


- Thaws Out $8,000 


Omaha, Jan. 9. 
Heavy snows affecting b.o. take 





very good. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-42)— 
‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Moved from Palomar, and doing an 
okay $2,900. Last week, ‘Four. Wives’ 
(WB), eight days, $3,000, big. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and 
‘Shall Have Music’ (UA) (2d run). 
Good enough $2,400. Last week, ‘Wo- 
men’ (M-G) and Blackmail’ (M-G) 
(2d run), good $2,600. 











turn. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68)— | 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) (2d_ wk). Forte | 
$13,000 for second sesh. Initialer ter- 
rific $22,000. ‘Shop Around Corner’, 
(M-G) opens tomorrow (Wed). 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Destry’ (U) (2d wk). Neat $10,000; 
after a super-special $16,900 for its | 
opening turn. Latter figure is al-| 
most near-average take for this | 
house when it was on a vaudfilm 


policy. 
Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— | 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G). No post-New| 


Year’s blues here with a neat $19,000. | 
Last week, ‘Swanee’ -(20th) only an} 
eyelash better with $19,100. ‘Brother | 


Rat and Baby’ (WB) opens Friday. |(M-G) and 
‘Kariton (WB) (1.066: 32-42-57-68) | split with ‘Hells Angels’ (SR), ‘Sky 
Looks | Devils’ (SR) and ‘Stop, Look, Love’ 


—‘Gulliver’ (Par) (2d run). 


set for a nice $5,900 after profitable | (20th), tripler. 


adversely at present, but will mean 
better crops and better biz during 
1940. Shuttering of Tri-States’ 3,000- 
seat Paramount will help other 
downtown houses as well as nabes. 

‘Swanee River’ getting $8,000 at 
the Orpheum for the best of a so-so 
week. ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ 


held for a second stanza at the 
Brandeis after a smash $7,000 for 
first seven days. 


Estimates for This Week 
Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-900; 10-25)—‘Babes’ 
‘Co-Ed’ (M-G), dual, 


SOLD 236, 
WASH. 


Washington, Jan. 9. 
Holidays brought biz back with a 
bang and, while it’s tapering off, the 
over-all take is still above average. 
Last | ‘Earl of Chicago’ is getting plenty 








Nice $1,700. 


run at the Stanley. Last week, Ni-| week, ‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Thunder | class trade, but hefty ballyhoo along 


notchka’ (M-G) garnered a heavy Afloat’ 


$9,500 for 10 days. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Swanee’ (20th) (2d run). Mediocre 
$4,200 on moveover from Fox. Last 
week, ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) snagged a 
bullish $6,100 for a second run show- 


ing. 

nstes (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
—‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (2d wk), Mak- 
ing the wickets click to the tune of 
$12,500 for second round. Opener 
brought a heavy $26,500 on strength 
of press buildup and big New Year’s 


iz. 
Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 


_ ‘Child Born’ (WB) with ‘Information 


Please’ (RKO) short. Heavy ex- 
ploitation via press and radio on the 
maternity ward drama is sendin 
this one up to a steep $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) at- 
tracted a neat $6,200 for a second 
run trip. 


INDPLS. WEAK; 
LAUGHTON 


Indianapolis, Jan. 9. 
Old Man Winter is the chief draw- 








* i ith | ° . : N 
‘Blondie Gabe” (Col Holker emt | leg lines on ‘Folies Parisienne’ gets 
|and ‘Millions’ (20th), tripler, $1,600, | most credit for putting Capitol away 
good. out in front this week. ‘Great Vic- 
| arene, a ee ie tor Herbert’ is surprisingly strong 
| 20-00-30 )— stunchdac ‘second at Earle, other vauder, and 
wk). Okay $4,000. Last week, tre- |‘Another Thin Man’ is right on its 


mendous $7,000. 
Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— | heels at Palace, ace straight pic spot. 
Double New Year’s Eve celebra- 


‘Hardy aed Vsoen =. ‘Honey- 

moon’s Over’ ,» dual, move- : : 
over from Paramount, average $6,- | Ho n, with six spots running mid- 
000. Last week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) and | Right shows both Saturday (30) and 
‘What Life’ (Par), dual, moveover Sunday (31) were mostly light on 
from Paramount, $5,500, n.s.h. 


Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) | de Taki t t th it 
|—‘Swanee River’ (20th) and ‘Henry y. ty Be ge oe gE. 
| Arizona’ (M-G). Fine $8,000. Last | £000 stunt and swelled last week's 


| week, ‘Cat Canary’ (Par) with John | take pei nrsnig hl This Week 


|Boles and Lawrence Welk orch on} 
| stage, $14,500, good. | Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— |—‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) and vaude. 
‘Babes’ (M-G) and ‘Sabotage’ (Rep),; Montgomery melodrama intriguing 
first run dual, split with ‘Alexander’ | sophisticates, but it’s. ‘Folies Parisi- 
(20th) and ‘Jesse James’ (20th), |enne,’ sold heavily on the girly side, 
dual, fair $900. Last week, ‘Women’; Which is packing the mob toward 
(M-G) and ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col), | beautiful $23,000. Last week, ‘Dr. 
dual, split with ‘Thunder Afloat’; Kildare’ (M-G) was upped by sock 
| (M-G) and ‘Co-ed’ (M-G), dual, $800, |Tadio and press bally on Louella Par- 











' tepid. |sons’ Hollywood starlets to swell 
Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) | $23,500. 
—Six Gun Trail’ (Cap), ‘Danger! Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 


Flight’ (Mon) and ‘Disbarred’ (Par), | ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
first run tripler, split with ‘Hidden | after two big stanzas at Palace and 
Power’ (Col), first run, ‘Waterfront’; should collect solid $5,000. Last 
(WB) and ‘On Toes’ (WB), tripler, | week, ‘Housekeeper’ (UA) (2d run), 
good $1,000. Last week, ‘Days Jesse | good $5,300. 

James’ (Rep), ‘Panama Lady’ (RKO)| Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 


|'Saturday and overflowing on Sun- | 


‘Hunchback’ H.O. $10,000 





ton personal for the opener. ‘Re- 
turn of Dr. X’ is likewise onsen | 
above expectations as the secon 
horror opus of the week. 

‘Swanee River’ isn’t mopping up 
as might have been ahticipated from 
the Stephen Foster angle. Business 
is okay but nothing to sing about. 


Orpheum combo of the A. B. Mar- 
cus troupe onstage with Republic’s 
‘Main Street Lawyer’ is satisfactory 
for week after holiday flurry. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,600; 10-30-40) 
—'Swanee’ (20th). Going along to 
fair $5,800. Last week, ‘Balalaika’ 
(M-G), $6,500, good. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-30-40) 
—'Dr. X’ (WB).- Getting good play 
toward likely $5,500. Last week, 
‘Four Wives’ (WB), $7,000, very nice. 

Malco Palace (Lightman) (2,200; 
10-30-40 )—‘Hunchback’ (RKO). Keen 
interest in comparison with Chaney 
version, plus rave notices and 
Laughton p.a. shooting this one 
toward $7,200. Last week, ‘That’s 
Wrong’ (RKO), good for surprise 
$7,560. 

Orpheum (Cullins-Evans) (1,800; 
15-40-55) — ‘Main Street Lawyer 
(Rep) with A, B. Marcus ‘La Vie 
Paree’ on stage. Holding own against 





1¢ ’ straight pictures for $6,600. Last 
' | week, ‘Chan Darkness’ (20th) and 
= '‘Park Avenue Scandals’ revue, four 

| days, $4,000, fair. 


Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-20- 
30)— ‘Gulliver’ (Par). Returned 
Sunday for three days, followed by 


and ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col) two days. 
Should total $1,600 for week. Last 
week, ‘Jeepers Creepers’ (Rep), 
‘Three Sons’ (RKO) and ‘Legion 
Lawless’ (RKO) divided week three 
ways, $1,750, okay. 


Balalaika’-Acts 
Bumper 256, Buff: 
‘Hunckback’ 186 


Buffalo, Jan. 9. 


Special midnight shows and 
bumper holiday and _ post-holiday 
trade is hypoing majority of grosses 
along the main drag here. Ten day 
hold-over schedules from New Year’s 
Eve are on tap currently at the 
Buffalo and Lafayette with grosses 
upped accordingly. Houses return 
to regular opening dates at con- 
clusion of present programs. 

‘Balalaika’ is receiving a strong 
shot in the arm from Harry James’ 
orch and Red Skelton on stage 
which should be good for $25,000 for 
10 days, including N. E. eve show. 
‘Destry’ twinned with ‘Laugh It Off’ 
at the Lafayette under same setup 
will see strong $15,000. ‘Hunchback’ 
|sOloing at 20th Century will shoot 
for lofty $18,000. 


Estimates for This Week 











Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
| ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) with Harry James’ 
orchestra and Red Skelton on stage. 
| Strong appeal of flesh and band will 
| get around hefty $25,000 for extended 
‘run. Last week, ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G), 


back at the box offices in the down-| and ‘Wong Chinatown’ (Mon), first | ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and vaude. | also 10 days, but got somewhat offish 
town sector this week. Below zero/run tripler, split with ‘Chip Flying | No-name vaude leaving it up to pic | $17,000. 


temperatures and heavy snowfall 
kept the out-of-town customers at 
home over the week-end, and those 
in town divided their coin among 
the flesh shows at Circle and Lyric 
to keep both out of a profit. 

Indiana, however, is in the black 
heavy despite the white weather, 
topping pix houses with ‘Hunchback’ 
single feature. Circle, with ‘Hap- 
pens at Night,’ and Jane Withers 
unit on stage, shadows the rival flesh 
house, Lyric, which is showing ‘City 
of Chance’ and Charley Butterwort 
unit. Due to added nut, Circle will 
have no profit on the booking, while 
Lyric will have to.go to the bank 
to pay off the help. 

Interest at Loew’s is in ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ advance sale now being 
under way for showing January 26, 
Ml customers passing up current 

ill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Swanee’ (20th). Second week 
after first showing Indiana, average 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Four Wives’ 


(WB) and ‘Honeymoon’ (20th), also | 


holdover from Indiana, fair $3,000. 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Happens at Night’ (20th) and 
Jane Withers heading stage unit. 
Fair $11,000, but not enough to put 
house in black. Last week, ‘Gulliver’ 


(Par) (2d wk), okay $5,500, an im-| 


provement -over general average for 


first week. 


40) at oR RKO). Taking 


| U’ (U), first run, ‘Five Peppers’| to snag solid $17,500. 
| (Col), first run, and ‘Coast Guard’ | ‘Four Wives’ and Martha Raye p.a. 
| (Col), tripler, $1,000, good. |Shared honors for packing ’em en- 
| tire run and, despite only four shows 
, ’ ia ns mee or smash $25,500. 
eith’s 
GERONIMO BEST IN a sD sooce. wk). Hold- 
{ing to passable $6,000. Last week, 
| NG. SEATTLE, $6,200 "se: sts 
U. » PU, | Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40) — ‘Four 
Wives’ (WB) (2d run). Shoved 
'right in after sock week at Earle and 


Seattle, Jan. 9. aimin 
; we ; g toward good $5,000. L 
Geronimo’ at Orpheum and Hilton ey ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) big 


sisters at Palomar are the tops and $7.5 
'about the only new openings in the | 
burg, a low point of some kind. 

| ‘Gone With the Wind’ opens 25th 


at the Fifth Avenue. Price scale for | 











' 


‘Thin Man’ (M-G). Solid $16,000, 
Last week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) disap- 
pointed with still adequate $14,500. 











road-showing not set yet. 
Estimates for This Week Laughton P e A. Helps 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) é 9 
(850; 27-42)—‘Gulliver’ (Par). Run- $ a 
ning yh hy thine week for | Hunchback to 1 00, 
okay ,000. st week, same | ° 
socko $3,500, New Year’s aiding. | Memphis; Rest Okay 
| Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
,900; 21-32)—‘Intermezzo’ (UA) P 
and ‘Fast Furious’ (M-G) (2d run), Memphis, Jan. 9. 
ar Ba a ' Main Street is doing all right de- 
and ‘I’m anger’ ( (2d run). ' spite th ; 
Slow $1,400, Last week, ‘Eternally’ ‘toy ned in gency, cere owe 
| (UA) and ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) s years. southerners, un- 
| (2d run), four days, $2,000, and ‘Real @ccustomed to zero temperatures, 
‘Glory’ (UA) and ‘At Circus’ (M-G) usually stay home when the mer- 
dual, seven days, $3,100, good. cury flops, but not-in 1940, 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ i 
gfeen) (2,349; 27-42)—‘Hunéhbatk” ahead, hypoetd by a Charles Laugh- 


Last week, | 


(1,830; 35-55) —| 


Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55) —| 


‘ 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
|—Invisible Stripes’ (WB). Slow 
jmotion at $6,000. Last week, 
| ‘Swanee River’ (20th) and ‘Nick 
Carter’ (M-G), drew only tame 
| $6,200, but ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) 
|N. Y. eve only came through with 
brilliant $5,000 additional. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Ger- 
| Onimo’ (Par) aad ‘Women Secrets’ 
| (Par). Some improvement but still 
only fair around $6,500. Last week, 
‘Gulliver’. (Par) (2d run), brought 
| droopy $5,300 on move-over. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Laugh It Off’ 
(U). Extended stanza plus special 
midnight show will up takings to 
nice $15,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Wil- 
liams’ (Col) and ‘Scandal Sheet’ 
(Col) okay at over $8,000. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,- 
000; 30-40)—‘Hunchback’ (RKO). 
Spurting toward fancy $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Dress Parade’ (WB) and 
Dead End Kids on stage, plus extra 
performance brought nifty $19,000. 





Perlberg’s Next 
Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
share top:spots in ‘The Doctor Takes 


a Wife,’ slated for early shooting at 
Columbia under William Perlberg’s 





s | Production. 


| Al Hall directs. 


~ 


‘Emergency Squad’ (Par) two days | $1,400 








Cleveland, Jan. 9. 
Some of the key-spois are being 
frozen by a plummeting cold snap, 
benefiting only Sonja Henie’s ice 
revue which ig stealing most of the 
ice cream for the opposish Arena. 
Palace trying to take edge off skat- 
er’s p.a. by pushing in her ‘Every. 
thing Happens at Night’ with Mary 
Marton on stage, but couldn’t make 
much of a big showing on first two 
record-cold days. ‘Housekeeper’s 
Daughter’ is not running up a tem- 
perature at State, either, although 
‘Hunchback’ on a Hipp h.o. is still 
plenty hot. 
Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,120; 10-20. 
35)—‘Road Back’ (U) and ‘Carniva].’ 
Good revival bill, warranting neat 
$1,400 for half a frame. Last week, 
‘First Love’ (U) (2d run) zipped to 
$2,200, fine, for full stanza. 

‘Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO). Flayed un- 
mercifully by cricks and pitiful open- 
ing, $2,500, poor. Last week, ‘Four 
Wives’ (WB) on moveover was shade 
better, $3,100. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—‘Goose Steps’ (Ind) and ‘Reno’ 
(RKO) (2d run). Anti-Nazi film is 
the socker, although getting no hel 
from reviewers. At $2,800 smart ff 
it stays the week. Last week, ‘Full 
Confession’ (RKO) plus ‘Sued for 
Libel’ (RKO) on four days took fair 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Hunchback’ (RKO). Held for 
second stanza and swell 510,000, 
beating average first-runners. On 
initial week it straightened out ach- 
ing backs by shooting up house’s 
highest figure for past year, $19,500. 
Pushover to Allen is clearly indi- 
cated. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
— ‘Everything Happens (20th) and 
Mary Martin in vaude. Too much 
Sonja Henie on screen and in flesh 
at competitive Arena and not enough 
b.o. appeal for this RKO stand. Miss 
Martin doing all the pulling but 
weather’s keeping her down to 
around $15,000, just in okay class. 
Last week ‘Joe and Ethel = 
(M-G) lug Moulin Rouge unit, 
splendid 20,000 due to holiday mid- 
night show at $2 top that caught 


900, 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Housekeeper’ (UA). At $12,000, 
somewhat off. Last week, ‘Balalaika 
(M-G) also missed fire with prole- 
tarians, but warmer at $13,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-43- 
55)—‘Balalaika’ (M-G). Satisfactory 
$5,800 on strength of original bally- 
hoo for this shiftover. Last wee 
‘Gulliver’ (Par), cheerful $6,000 aftet 
mild opening at State. 


HARDY $10,500 
_ LEADS L'VILLE 


Louisville, Jan. 9. 
This town has been slowed up by 
unusually cold weather, and ic 
streets have disrupted traffic condi- 
tions, due to Dept, of Streets being 
unable to cope with winter hazards. 
It’s been four years since real snow 
and ice has kept people indoors com- 
parable to the present spell. 


Estimates for This Week 





Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—-‘Gulliver’ (Par) 
and ‘Two Thoroughbreds’ (RKO). 
Continued run from Rialto. Takin 


medium money, and but for ba 
weather conditions, should be much 
better. Probably $1,600, light. Last 
week ‘That’s Right’ (RKO) and ‘Dr. 
Christian’ (RKO), fair $1,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and ‘Eter- 
nally Yours’ (UA). Looks like sub- 
average takings at $1,200. Last week, 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Am Stranger 
(20th), on the light side at $1,300. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and 
‘Music Heart’ (Col). Mickey Rooney 
opus pulling in the bucks and sur- 
mounting obstacles of cold weather 
and glassy streets. Returns point to 
bumper $10,500. Last week, ‘Bala- 
laika’ (M-G) and ‘Nick Carter 
(M-G), fair $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB). 
Looks okay as single, although 
hardly. in forte brackets. Should 
come through for medium $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Four Wives’ (WB), on 
h.o. session followed up with mild 


Loretta Young and Ray Milland | $2,700 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Hunchback’ (RKO). First 
time in months that this house has 
deviated from dual policy. Pic well 
exploited, and going to town for big 

(Continued on page 52) 
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My Deepest Gratitude . . . i 


i To the New York Film Critics for having acclaimed | Hh 
WUTHERING HEIGHTS as the best picture of 1939. 2. | 


OSE RIE LE ET 








Sa ABA 


| also wish to express my appreciation to those associated with 


me in the production of WUTHERING HEIGHTS .... 





William Wyler, the director. 


NOS HM: a> ra AO 


Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur, screenplaywrights. 


Pes ames “ 
<m- amet iP br ne 
; cea steteaet natn eaten - 
- seitiaini PRG LET SO OT OES, ERIE 


| 5 
} Merle Oberon, Laurence Olivier, David Niven, Geraldine Fitz. 


gerald, Flora Robson and the other members of the cast. 


en nn ee eS ee ee 


LoS AO ETI SBE RUAR Dota 





Gregg Toland, cinematographer. | : 
Alfred Newman, music. | 
Vi 


James Basevi, art direction. 


And all the other members of my organization whose sincere 


efforts made WUTHERING HEIGHTS possible. 





| Samuel Goldwyn | i} 
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BRITISH VAUDE—CAFE B. 0. REVIVAL 
CUES INCREASING NAME SHORTAGE 








‘Absence of American Performers Mostly Responsible 
—Everybody Seems Variety-Minded Now That 
the Rules Have Been Loosened Up a Bit 





London, Jan. 1, 


The big revival of public interest 
in the British varieties has brought 
with it an increasing anathema to 
the British manager—shortage of 
names. The paucity concerns mostly 
vaudeville, where for some time, 
even prior to the war, the variety 
houses in London and the provinces 
had experienced somewhat of a simi- 
lar void, but nowhere near the situ- 
ation that has faced them since the 
start of the conflict. 


Of course, the absence of Ameri- 
can performers mostly, with ab- 
sentee Continentals also a big fac- 
tor, remains an underlying cause 
behind the situation. 

Everybody in England seems 
vaudeville and/or nitery minded. 
Following an almost disastrous ef- 
fect on the variety houses and cafes 
immediately following the outbreak 
of the conflict, the variety houses in 
particular soon started to climb with 
the aid primarily of deep cuts in the 
performers’ salaries among general 
expenditure curbs. In many cases, 
variety theatres presently are ex- 
ceeding the grosses gained prior to 
the war. However, this increasingly 
important factor of name shortage 
is being primed as a No. 1 ‘must’ 
consideration among the manage- 
ments, 

The war has been responsible for 
sudden revival of trade in Yorkshire, 
Lancashire, Tyneside and Wales. 
Coal mines, mills and _ shipyards, 
which have been derelict for years, 
are now thriving, with thousands 
who were on the dole again at work. 

New source of entertainment, 

which this war also brought about is 
the Navy, Army, Air Force Institute 
Entertainment Branch (NAAFI). 
This supplies entertainment to 
the troops, while the Government, 
though giving it its blessing, does 
not chip in. The whole overhead is 
paid for by NAAFI, which is in 
charge of the canteens, NAAFI 
claims it is giving 50 shows nightly 
in various military spots in London 
and provinces. In two months it 
gave 2,060 shows, entertaining close 
to 1,000,000 service people. Further 
claim is made that no shows are 
given in any locality where there is 
commercial entertainment to be had, 
indicating it’s not competing with 
qualified entertainment houses. Rate 
of pay is $10 per show, no agent’s 
fee, with maximum of $50 per week, 
and free transportation. 


Reverting to Vaude 


Picture theatres, such as those of 
the Gaumont-British, Bernstein and 
Hymes circuits, which gave up 
vaudeville as part of their vaudfilm 
program, are now reverting to this 
form of entertainment. Even John 
Maxwell, who gave up vaude some 
two years ago after playing it under 
suffrance for a couple of seasons, is 
seriously contemplating a revival of 
his former policy to get in on the 
upbeat. 

It seems amazing how people are 
venturing out in droves nightly dur- 
ing these blackouts to pack the 
vaudeville houses which in pre-war 
days, under ideal conditions, could 
not entice them. They are certainly 
doing right by vaudeville, but is 
vaudeville doing right by them? 
Nothing new is coming along, with 
vauders playing repeat after repeat. 
Managements, especially GTC, con- 
sequently seem to think that vaude- 
ville must come to end of its tether 
before long, and are already fram- 
ing some other form of entertain- 
ment to take its place. 

To date GTC and Moss Empires 
theatres in the provinces have been 


- fortunate in drawing on a number of 


big legit and musical shows which 
were due in the West-End but de- 
cided to stay in the sticks. But with 
shows moving to London and vaude- 
ville names more scarce than ever, 
most managements are up a tree. 
Shortage of names is further evi- 
denced by fact that the West-End 
for first time in years is minus a 
vaudeville house. The Holborn Em- 
pire, which has been the solo vaude- 
ville house there in last three years, 
with the exception of short and 
rather costly seasons at the Coliseum 
and Adelphi, is going in for a per- 
manent revue policy, produced by 


George Black, making latter the top 
producer in the West End with three 
revues in a row. Stars set are Max 
Miller, Bebe Daniels, Ben Lyon and 
Syd Seymour’s band. This is rather 
a dangerous experiment, as the Em- 
pire is essentially a family house, 
Their leg shows may save GTC 
and other vaudeville circuits from a 
forced shutdown, although there will 


always be a few vaudeville units 


headed by some of the bands that 
still draw. Producers going out ex- 
tensively in 1940 are Tom Arnold, 
Charles L. Tucker, Jack Taylor, Bert 
Montague, Jack Hylton, Charles 
Forsythe, and Leslie A. Macdonnell, 
who has seven units lined up, in- 
cluding four headed respectively by 
Carroll Gibbons, Jack Jackson, Carl 
Brisson and Jack Doyle-Movita. Eric 
Wollheim, who is presenting one of 
Cliff Fischer’s London Casino shows 
in the sticks, to the best cleanup of 
any show touring, is likely to have 
another of Fischer’s lined up as soon 
as this one is exhausted. 


London Niteries Holding 
Up Despite Competition 


New niteries are springing up 
daily in London, with the old ‘uns 
more than holding their own, despite 
stiff competition. Generally biz is 
okay. 


Biggest surprise is the Cafe An- 
glais, which had been on the down- 
grade for years. With Harry Roy’s 
band as attraction, the place was re- 
constructed, and to everyon’e sur- 
prise, venture has turned out well. 


Savoy hotel is going in for gal 
show for the second time in its 
career, playing MCA’s local beauts, 
who first appeared there last March. 
Place is not doing so well, although 
it was packing them in at the be- 
ginning of the war. Mayfair hotel’s 
spot, once among the ace niteries, 
continues, having recently signed 
Ambrose and his band. 

Berkeley hotel, owned by same 
company that operates the Savoy, is 
still relying on one or two acts of 
medium price, and doing very big. 
Grosvenor house is back to leg 
shows, with support of a coupla small 
acts, still booked by MCA. Doing 
fair, with tea dances adding to in- 
take. 

Dorchester hotel, once known for 
its flashy cabarets, is getting by 
with small acts, with an occasional 
bigtimer. Paucity of talent is rea- 
son for management’s soft pedalling. 
Business fair. Trocadero restaurant, 
which used to operate two cabarets, 
one leg show staged by Charles 
Cochran, and one straight-acts offer- 
ing booked by Charles L. Tucker, 
has cut out all forms of entertain- 
ment, only retaining band, since out- 
break of war. Business has been s0 
good that management has decided 
to continue that policy. 

Piccadilly hotel is another spot 


. 


that disposed of acts policy par- 
tially due to hostilities, and here 
again business is satisfactory. Mon- 
seigneur restaurant, once a high spot 
importing American names, has 
staged a comeback in West End. At 
present, it only employs name band 
in Mantovani, with business good. 
Hungaria restaurant still doing well 
with Zigani aggregation, and very 
popular’ among thé foreign element. 
Cafe de Paris is among the favored 
spots, booking best talent available. 


London Casino Reopening 


London Casino, which shuttered at 
commencement of war, is reopening, 
reviving one of its former shows, 
with Jack Harris and band as return 
attraction. Ritz hotel, which had 
ceased to be important in West End 
night life, has staged comeback, do- 
ing big turnover in its snack bar, 
which has advantage of being safest 
air raid shelter in town. 

Even the conservative Hatchett’s 
restaurant, one of the oldest spots 
in the West End, has for the first 
time installed a dance band with a 
few small-priced acts. It’s doing ex- 
cellent business. 

Of the new bottle clubs springing 
up nightly, the most important are 
Rector’s, formerly Fuller’s tea rooms, 
in Regent street, which has been re- 
constructed at cost of $50,000; Harry 
Bradbury-Pratt’s Kit-Cat; El Mo- 
rocco, formerly the Midnight room, 
in Piccadilly. Wilerby’s, in Regent 
street, runs a gal show, and is rated 
as one of nicest spots in the West 
End, with promoters having spent 
$30,000 in renovations. Business not 
too forte, but expected to pick up 
when it becomes better known. 
Despite influx of newcomers, the 
oldies are still managing nicely. 
Diana Ward’s Cocoanut Grove has 
its own clientele, mostly society folk, ; 
with uniforms predominating. The 
Embassy and ‘400,’ both operated by 
Poulsen-Aransohn-Stoccq combo, are 
still in the money, and rely mostly 
on regular clientele. New Florida, 
which has recently been taken over 
by Adelaide Hall, who is a perma- 
nent attraction there, is also catering 
to regular patronage, and more than 
breaking even. 

The Nut House draws many show 
people, with result that locals come 
in to gape at their favorites, pay- 
ing more than if they were to see 
them behind the foots. 

The Paradise club, once a popular 
spot, staging big shows, is now under 
new management, 


Wilcox Solos Abroad, 
Then Back to H’wood 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

Herbert Wilcox makes only one 
picture on his forthcoming trip to 
England, revising his earlier sched- 
ule which called for several produc- 
tions at the Denham studio. 

British producer - director, cur- 
rently editing ‘Irene’ at RKO, leaves 
for London Feb. 20 to make an un- 
titled film with Anna Neagle, after 
which he returns to RKO. 














25% Yank Biz Hike in Latin America 
Visioned Due to European Prod. Loss 





Increase of almost 25% in the dis- 
tribution of United States-produced 
films in Latin America since the start 
of the war is seen by Charles Rob- 
erts, Columbia’s homeoffice super- 
visor for the territory, who arrived 
in New York last week from a four- 
month tour of South and Central 
America. 

Roberts declared that throughout 
his trip he found evidences of in- 
creased playing time for American 
pictures, and that the trend is con- 
tinuing as the supply of English, 
French and other pictures made 
abroad peters out. He estimated that 
these films held at least one-quarter 


of the Latin-American § market, 
which now will fall to U. S. com- 
panies. 


Roberts said it was his belief that 
actual profits in U. S. dollars are 
only a small percentage over what 
they had been because of the drop 
in exchange. Increased business 
which is certain, however, will push 





up these profits, he said. 

Roberts also pointed out that the 
American producers are not yet get- 
ting their full share of proceeds in 
South America because of a recent 
influx of French films. Gallic prod- 
uct enjoyed great popularity abroad 
before the war and the French are 
taking advantage of this to ship over 
many old films that were on the 
shelves, 

If an increase cannot be expected 
during the coming year of Spanish- 
language pictures made in the U. S. 
especially for the Latin-American 
territory, Roberts foresees at least a 
maintenance of the present number. 
Columbia last season distributed five 
which were made in Mexico City in 
cooperation with native producers. 
Roberts declared the Mexican-mades 
are much superior to the linguals 
turned out in Hollywood as the lat- 
ter too often have local mannerisms. 

Roberts leaves in two weeks for 
an indefinite stay in Mexico. 





‘Gulliver’ Big in London; 
Prepare Spanish Version 
London, Jan. 9. 
‘Gulliver’s Travels’ (Par) opened 
here last week at the Carlton theatre 
to big business despite the absence 


of thousands of youngsters evacu- 
ated from London, 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 9. 

John W. Hicks, Jr., and Adolph 
Zukor will be honor guests here 
when ‘Gulliver's Travels,’ Spanish 
version, will be premiered, probably 
early next month. . 

Dubbing the fantasy into Spanish 
is being done now at the Paramount 
studio under Luigi Luraschi’s super- 
vision. 


Frank Neil Succumbs 
To Auto Injuries; Chief 
Of Aussie’s Tivoli Chain 


Melbourne, Jan. 9. 
Frank Neil, managing director and 
booker for Tivoli Theatres circuit, 
died here last week from injuries 
suffered when struck by an auto- 
mobile. He was 50 years old. 











Frank Neil was widely known and 
liked in the U. S., having made fre- 
quent business visits to this country. 
He had a great enthusiasm for Amer- 
ican acts, most of the bookings for 
his circuit comprising Yanks. He 
came to New York about every year, 
usually going to London from here 
for additional talent. Charles H. 
Allen in N. Y. and Sam Kramer on 
the Coast were his American reps. 

Neil nearly always returned to 
Australia by plane, flying there di-! 
rectly from the British capital. In 
all the years he had been making this 
trip, Neil never had been in an acci- 
dent, Ironically, the fatal accident 
came in one of Australia’s largest 
cities, while he was crossing the 
street. 

Neil was generally credited with 
picking up what was left of vaude- 
ville and making something of it in 
Australia long after the two-a-day 
was on the wane in America. It was 
he who started the vaude-revue type 
of show Down Under, which is 
similar to the American legit revue 
but on a tab basis. He had also 
dabbled in legit years ago, handling 
stock legit for Williamson-Tait when 
he was with that outfit. 





RAID FEARS ABATE 


Last of .Film Cos. Back in London 
From Rural Offices 








London, Jan, 9. 


ee 


TO BACK LOCAL 
PRODUCTION 


Sydney, Jan. 9. 

After deciding to forego financial} 
backing of pictures because of war 
expenditures, the Government of 
New South Wales has reversed its 
policy and advanced $175,000 for the 
production of four films here. Cine. 
sound, National and Charles Chauve] 
will benefit. 

Hoyts circuit is interested finan. 
cially in the Chauvel picture, ‘40,009 
Hoursemen,’ being the first it hag 
participated in production. Cine. 
sound is the producing unit of 
Greater Union Theatres, opposition 
circuit to Hoyts, while National js 
controlled by the Dennison Asso. 
ciated Newspaper group. 

Some minor Hollywood players 
may be imported but American dis. 
tributors are steering clear of local 
production ideas, 





‘ Advances will be made only after” 


the Films Commission of New South 
Wales approves each film proposi- 
tion. The Government has first call 
on profits for repayment. 





Follow British Example 

Government help on production in 
New South Wales, active seat of the 
Australian picture business, is re- 
garded in New York as following 
the example of Great Britain in 
setting up a fund to aid British pro- 
ducing despite the war. Govern- 
mental aid is taken to mean that a 
certain amount of propaganda will 
creep into most of the productions, 
as in England. Monetary assistance 
was advanced by New South Wales 
two years ago when the Govern- 
ment offered prizes for the best Aus- 
sie-produced films deemed likely to 
advertise Australia. About $40,000 
was Offered as first prize. 

‘Forty Thousand Horsemen’ js bee 
lieved to be the long-discussed fea- 
ture planned to glorify the Aus- 
tralian (light horse) division in the 
World War. : 


HAVANA CROWD T00 
RAMPANT FOR EXHIB 


Havana, Jan. 9. 

Opening of WB’s ‘Roaring Twen- 
ties’ at the Radiocine theatre here 
last week brought with it an over- 
flow mob that damaged the boxoffice 
and a number of seats in a pell-mell 
surge for admission. 

The exhibitor, A. Valcarce, is re- 











Last of American and British film 
companies have moved their main of- 
fices in England back to Wardour | 
street here following the first fears | 
of air raids, 

Virtually all distributors moved 
from London at the start of the con- 
flict, establishing main offices in 
rural communities. 





Paris in Wartime 











Paris, Dec. 27. 
Lucienne Boyer returned from the 
front where she entertained soldiers. 





Apollo unshuttered for first time 
this season for ‘Poilu’ benefit show 
with Fernandel, Franconey, Noel 
Odette and Pierre Albertini par- 
ticipating. 





Director Christian Jacque back in 
Paris, on leave from the front. 





Mrs. Virginia Vernon, American 
singer, actress and writer, is now 
serving with the British expedition- 
ary force in France. Her duty is to 
maintain troop morale as director 
general of all army entertainment. 





British aviation propaganda pic, 
‘Lion Has Wings’, slated for army 
benefit gala at the Olympia next 
month. 





Mayor of Bourboule, health resort, 
has banned picts for duration of 
war, causing big howl among cinema 
fans. 





Andre Berthomieu, who finished 
‘Dede of Montmartre’ pic on the eve 
of outbreak of war, is now an 
infantry captain and editor of front- 
line paper Echo de Betonville (Con- 
creteville Echo, in honor of the 








Maginot Line). 


ported trying to get Warner Bros. to 
pay for the damages. 





Cannes Film Festival 
Slated for This Winter 


Cannes, Jan. 1. 

The first Cannes Film Festival, 
originally slated for last September, 
but postponed indefi.-itely due to the 
war, will be held in February’ or 
March, according to an official an- 
nouncement. Foreign participation 
will be welcomed. 

Ten foreign nations had announced 
they would take part in France's first 
film fete, with Italy and Germany 
among the rejections. It is believed 
that diplomatic pressure will be em- 
ployed on Italy this time in view of 
improved relations between the two 
countries since last summer. 





‘Cuckoo’ Unpromising 





London, Jan. 9&. 

Slight likelihood of a run is fore- 
seen for ‘The Golden Cuckoo,’ which 
opened at the Duchess here last 
Tuesday (2). 

Play, a satirical Irish comedy, is 
humorous in spots, but laughs are 
not close enough to offer any possi- 
bility for commercial success. | 

‘Behind the Schemes,’ which 
opened at the Shaftesbury last night 
(Monday), appears to hold an even 
chance for success. It is an amusing 
comedy on London newspaper stunts 
to increase circulation. Opening 
night audience received it well. 


Hummel Due Back 


Joseph S. Hummell, Warner Bros. 
foreign chief, is due back in New 
York the first of next monih after 
spending more than two months 1D 
the Latin-American territory. 

He left the U.S. the latter part of 
November. 
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“BROTHER RAT 
AND A BABY” 


rit 
PRISCILLA LANB:- JANE BRYAN 
JANB WYMAN > WAYNE MORRIS 
BDDIE ALBERT - RONALD REAGAN 
And the Wonder Baby 
PETER B. GOOD 
Directed by RAY ENRIGHT 
Original Sorcen Play by Joha Monks, Je. 
and Fred F. Finkichoffe 
A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 





VARIETY 








“Built strictly for 
laughs —and get- 


ting plenty of them—this sequel to ‘Brother Rat’ 
offers welcome entertainment contrast to much 
of the heavy drama and sentimental offerings. 
Picture takes the background of military 


© 


institute which its predecessor established and 
uses it as springboard for the guffaws. Played to 
the hilt by cast of considerable aggregate draw 
and directed with galloping pace and intent 
only to provide 90 minutes of breezy entertain- jee 
ment, ‘Brother Rat and a Baby’ does just that!” 


ALL THESE IN JANUARY, TOO! 


‘THE FIGHTING 
SIXTY-NINTH 


James Cagney > Pat O'Brien - Geo. Brent - Jeffrey Lynn 
Alan Hale Prank McHugh - Dennis Morgan 
Dick Foran - Wm. Lundigan:« Guina ‘Big Boy’ Williams 











INVISIBLE 
STRIPES 


George Raft . Jane Bryan - Wm. Helden 
Humphrey Bogart - Flora Robson - Paul Kelly 





‘A CHILD IS 
-BORN’ 


Geraldine Fitrgerold . Gladys George 
Jeffrey Lynn - Gale Page - Spring Byington 


ss: JACK L. WARNER |. Charge of Production @ HAL B. WALLIS Executive Producer * 





‘BRITISH 
INTELLIGENCE’ 


Boris Karloff . Margaret Lindsay 
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HIS GIRL FRIDAY 


Columbia release of Howard Hawks pro- 
Stars Cary Grant, Rosalind Rus- 
sell; features Ralph Bellamy, Gene Lock- 
bart, Helen Mack. Directed by Howard 
Hawks. Screenplay by Charles Lederer, 
based on ‘The Front Page’ by Ben Hecht 
end Charles MacArthur; Camera, Joseph 
Walker; editor, Gene Havlick. Previewed 
in the Projection Room, ‘N. ¥., Jan. 3, 1940. 
Running Time: 92 MINS. 








FILM REVIEWS 
Miniature Reviews 


‘His Girl Friday’ (Col). Top- 
notch remake of “The Front 
Page” with a Rosalind Russell as 
the reporter and Cary Grant as 
me. - 





——————T—>—>—X—_———————— 





laugh-line of the first picture, but 
some of the earthiness of the pre- 
decessors is still there. and may be 
expected to-get some minor scissor- 
ing from scrupulous censors. For 
instance, Miss Russell’s gate * nose- 
thumbing. Herb. 


| THE FIGHTING 69TH 








’ 

Walter Burns........ ke eetoamad Cary Grant | ‘The Fighting 69th’ (WB). Top 
Hildy Johnson casewa bent Rosaiind Russell rm Pa Bekywees ? ia war melodrama, starring James 

ee: MNES cacccvcesoss h Bellamy yarner Bros, release 0 uls 5, el- Rr 
Sheriff Hartwell ......../.Gene Lockhart | man production, Stars James Cagney, Pat| Cagney, Pat O’Brien and George 
TS tr eaee Helen Mack | O’Brien, George Brent. Directed by Will- Brent, lacks feminine appeal; 
oo er PTITITTT TTT Porter Hall iam Keighley, Original ecreenplay by nominal biz - 
ESR coccoccckornest hice Normen Reilly “—, Fred Niblo, Jr., and . 
Endicott ..... baboens ecceeee Cliff Edwards | Dean Franklin, Technical advisors, Capt. ‘Th ho Aroun the or- 
MAYOr ..ccccccceccccccccesss Clarence Kolb! John T, Prout and Mark White. Camera, e Shop und Cc 


a ae wbencbesss Roscoe Karns; Tony Gaudio: 
...Frank Jenks! special effects by Byron Haskin and Rex 





Wilson ° 

Sanders ... eoeee- Regis Toomey | 
BRED 604 06000 eeccoce e+»e-Abner Biberman , 
“Rae o0etavcevessoes Frank Orth | 
Earl Williams coccccecce CORN Quaien 
Mrs, Baldwin ...... eccccceccs Alma Kruger 
Joe Pettibone ecvcccoccccces Billy Gilbert 
ERE CTIA cccccccccecsees sc Pat West 


Dr. Egelhoffer ..........-Edwin Maxwell 


No doubt aiming to dodge the stig- 
ma of having ‘His Girl Friday’ 
termed a remake, Columbia blithely 
skips a pertinent point in the credits | 
by merely stating ‘From a play by 
Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur.’ 
It’s inescapable, however, that this 
is the former legit and pic smash 
‘The Front Page.’ The trappings are , 
different—even to the extent of 
makirg reporter. Hildy Johnson a 
femme—but it is still ‘Front Page’ 
and Columbia need not regret it. 
Charles Leder has done an excellent 
screenwriting job on it and producer | 
director Howard Hawks has made a 
film that can stand alone ¢lmost any- 
where and grab healthy grosses. 


With more of the_ feminine- 
romance angle injected than was in 
the original, this new edition be- 
comes more the  wmodern-style 
sophisticated comedy than the hard, ; 
biting picture of newspapermen that 
Hecht and MacArthur painted in 
their stage play. It’s remake in this 
revised form was a happy idea, es- 
pecially since it still moves punchily, 
retains plenty of its laughts and al- 
most all of its drama. 

A slight shaving of the 92-minute 
running time (original picture was | 
100 minutes), to eliminate just a | 
touch of dragginess in one or two} 
spots, would be of further help. 

Casting is excellent, with Cary | 
Grant and Rosalind Russell in the | 
top roles. Grant is the sophisticated, 
hard-boiled, smart-alec managing 
editor who was P sight ty by 
Adolphe Menjou in the earlier pic- 
ture version (produced in 1931 by 
Howard Hughes and released by 
United Artists) and by Osgood Per- 
kins in the play (produced in 1928 
by Jed Harris and directed by 
George S. Kaufman). 

Characters in this version carry 
the same names as in the original— 
eve.i to the part handled on the 
stage by Lee Tracy, on the screen 
by Pat O’Brien and now by Miss 

Russell. 
for Hildgegarde) Johnson. A newly- 


injected part, required by the switch 
in sex of Hildy, is taken by Ralph 
Bellamy. Role of the prostie-friend 
of the murderer, handled on the 
boards by Dorothy Stickney and in 
the previous picture by Mae Clarke, 
is given to Helen Mack. All com- 
pare favorably with the originals, 
particularly the sparkling Miss Rus- 
sell. Ernest Truex, as the sissy-re- 
porter, doesn’t quite get the laughs 
earned by Everett Everet: Horton, 
but that’s due more to the manner in 
which the character was gagged up 
then. 

Principal action of the story still 
takes place in a courthouse press- 











room (original was modeled after 
that in Chicago Criminal Courts 
Building—this one is near New 


York). 
there, including the crew of news- 
hawks who continue their penny- 
ante poker through everything and 
the practice of the sheriff’s crew on 
the gallows for an execution in the 
morning. With the wider visia 
given the story, there is, in addition, 
the newspaper office. Much to the 
credit of Hawks, this city room 
bears some semblance to the McCoy, 
although there are still too many re- 
writemen taking too many yarns 
from too many legmer, as if every 
story came in with but 10 seconds 
to presstime. 

Star-reporter Miss Russell tells m. 
e. Grant, from whom she has just 
been divorced, that she is quitting 
his employ to marry another man. 
Grant neither wants to see her re- 
sign nor marry again, retaining hope 
of a_ rehitching. 
escaping, he prevails upon her to 


cover one more story, that of a de- | 
luded radical charged with murder | 
and whom the paper thinks is inno- | 


cent. 
his virtual falling into Miss Russell’s 
lap as she sits alone in the press- 
room, and attempts by Grant and 
Miss Russell to bottle up the story, 
are w.k., but still exciting. 


Bellamy is okay as a meek soul | 
from Albany whom Miss Russell is , 
set to marry so she can get out of | 


the screwey newspaper business. It 
is to him that all the misfortunes 
fall that the m. e. in the original 
edition pulled on Hildy. Amusing is 
Grant’s attempt to describe him, 
finally hitting on it: ‘Oh, he looks 
like that movie guy, Ralp* Bellamy. 

In favor of romance the finish 
naturally lacks the epithet that won 
noteriety for the play and the gag 


| Major Anderson. ...eceee+sHarvey Stephens 


| dramatic war picture which should 


| terest. : 
|sweethearts missing from farewells 


| distaff side of film patrons, important 


It’s still Hildy (this time | 


All of the trappings are | 


To prevent her | 


Escape of the convicted man, | 


ner’ (M-G). Margaret Sullavan 
and James Stewart star in Ernst 
Lubitsch production geared for 
profitable grosses. 


film editor, Owen Marks; 


Wimpy; assistant director, Frank Heath. 
Previewed at Warners Hollywood, Jan. 4, 
’40. Running time, 89 MINS. 

Jerry Plunkett.......eeeeees James Cagney 


Father Duffy....cccccscccecss-Fat O’Rrien ‘Slightly Henorable’ (UA). 

a rd —egsabbebime >= yan Political whodunit with comedy 
oyce See eoscces Jeffrey Lynn r “ P : A 

Sgt. ‘Big Mike’ Wynn...........4 Alan Hale| trimmings is mild entertainment; 

crepe Hanger’ Berke...... Prank Moltees dual supporter. 
eutenant Ames....... ++..-Dennis Morgan 

i. ‘Long sone Wye. +s. sa220 ten voran Pn ser the oe wg oie 
mmy YOM. cecesseces Yilliam Lundigan omedy-drama looks like ne 

Paddy Dolan....Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams 4 

The Colonel.....  eeecceesn-Henry O'Neill| rosser; stars Barbara Stanwyck 

Captain WaneaR <i cccccecesssses John Litel and Fred MacMurray. 

Mike Murphy....ecccseees.-.-Sammy Cohen 


‘Brother Rat and a Baby’ (WB) 
Sequel to ‘Brother Rat’ light and 
entertaining; indicates profitable 
biz and series potentialities. 


‘Granny Get Your Gun’ (WB). 


Private Turner....esssses-DeWolf Hopper 
Private McManu6...cccceeses-s Tom Dugan 
Lieutenant Norman..........Frank Wilcox 





Based on the adventures of New 
York's crack Irish regiment during 


. B-programmer will satisfy as 
the World War, when the unit went) qual support. 
overseas with the Rainbow Division ‘Music in My Heart’ (Col). 


as the 165th infantry, AEF, “The 


ARE: Tony Martin’s singing and Kos- 
‘Fighting 69th’ is a vigorously melo- 


telanetz’ music fail to lift this 
one out of B category. 

‘Two-Fisted Rangers’ 
Fair horse opry dualer. 

‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col). Sub-par 
meller about nitery hostessing; 
for lower-deck dualling. 

‘High School’ (20th+Fox). En- 
tertaining Jane Withers starrer 


turn in moderate grosses on the 
marquee power of the starring trio 
of James Cagney, Pat O’Brien and 
George Brent. 

Story is a factual presentation of 
the 69th’s war record, from training 
at Camp Mills through its major en- 
gagements at the front, with fic- 


(Col.) 


tional interpolations for dramatic; starts her through scholastic 
purposes. It’s a vivid display of sol-/ cycle of stories to bridge adoles- 
diering under fire—back of the lines, conte 


in the front line trenches and up in 
No Man’s Land. 

With an all-male cast, picture car- 
ries no semblance of romantic in- 
Not only are wives and 


‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col). Poor 
newspaper yarn. Bottom dualer. 

‘Stranger from Texas’ (Col). 
Charles Starrett western, with 
Sons of the Pioneers music the 
best feature. Okay for the duals. 

‘Rovin’ Tumbleweeds’ (Rep). 
One of the poorest Gene Autry 
films. 

Yukon Flight (Crit). Best of 
the current Renfrew mounty 
series, featuring James Newill, 
Louise Stanley. 

‘Buried Alive’ (Producers). 
Prison meller, poorly done in all 
departments. 


at Camp Mills, but scripters side- 
stepped the inclusion of French 
maids to provide diversion for the 
American doughboys. Although this 
line is unusual for a war picture, it’s 
also a handicap in interesting the 


at the b.o. os 
Cagney has a definitely unsympa- 
| thetic role as the smart-aleck recruit 
'from Brooklyn whose mental and 
\physical fibre disintegrates under 
fire. Continually disregarding regu- 
lations, haggling with members of 
| his company and even the major— 
|his cowardice in the front lines is| 
responsible for the deaths of many | at the box office. Picture has hold- 
| soldiers in the outfit. His eventual! over potentialities for the key runs, 
| regeneration through the efforts of | and will get a big play from general 
|Father Duffy (Pat O’Brien) comes, audiences in subsequent houses. It’s 
ltoo late to evince much audience! smart and clever, but still packaged 
sympathy for the character. _ |with easily understandable _ situa- 
| Despite the handicaps provided by | tions and problems of middle-class 
'a despicable role, Cagney scores with | folks. 
| a highlight performance. Pat O’Brien} ‘his is Lubitsch’s second produc- 
is effective as the famous Father! tion for Metro since his return to 
Duffy, although the script confines | that lot several months ago. The 
| his efforts mainly to straightening | story, written by Hungarian play- 
lout the troublesome Cagney. Brent) wrisht Nikolaus Laszlo, was orig- 
essays the role of ‘Wild Bill’ Dono-! jnatiy purchased by Lubitsch with 
| van, head of the outfit; Jeffrey Lynn | intention of making it on his inde- 
|is excellent in too-brief appearances | nendent deal in asociation with My- 
|as the poet, Joyce Kilmer, and Alan} yon Selznick. When the venture 
| Hale is a typical tough top sergeant | failed to jell, Lubitsch included the 
.in the regiment. Frank McHugh| story property purchase in his deal 
provides comedy lines and situa~ | with MGM, with proviso he direct 
tions, while Sammy Cohen scores as | jt, It winds up as a most profitable 
|the Jewish youth who assumed the} venture for the studio. 
name of Mike Murphy to slip into! Ajthough picture carries the indel- 
the outfit. Cohen’s death scene, in| ipjie stamp of Lubitsch at his best in 
which he asks Father Duffy to pray | generating humor and human inter- 
for him, is an impressive highlight ¢<¢ from what might appear to be 











of the picture. ‘ _ ‘unimportant situations, it carries 
War scenes are displayed in 4° further to impress via the outstand- 
broad panoramic sweep, with the jing characterizations by Margaret 


battlefield night scenes ranking with 

ithe best that have ever been 
screened. Despite the spectacle of 
these episodes, dramatic intimacies 
predominate against the broad back- 
ground. 

William Keighley provides deft 
direction throughout, for both the 
dramatic motivation and the im- 
pressive and sweeping battle pano- 
iramas. Tony Gaudio’s photography 
is also top grade throughout. 

Film should click around New 
York, where exploits of the regi- 
ment has local interest. In other 
sectors it must depend on the action- 
minded and men to get it across. 


| Shop Around the Corner 
Hollywood, Jan. 5. 


| Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Ernst 
| Lubitsch production, Stars Margaret Sulla- 


Sullavan and James Stewart in the 
starring spots. Miss Sullavan’s por- 
trayal is light and fluffy—in contrast 
to the seriousness of Stewart in both 
business and romance. Picture is 
certain to lift both players higher 
in audience popularity. 

The supporting cast is one of the 
best-balanced and capable that has 
been brought together in many 
months. In the compact group is 
Frank Morgan, as the owner-opera- 
tor of the small gift shop in Buda- 
pest, and his staff including Joseph 
Schildkraut, Sara Haden, Felix Bres- 
sart, William Tracy, Inez Courtney 
and Charles Smith. Young Tracy is 





'senger boy who breezily promotes 
himself into a sales clerk post. Bres- 
sart capably carries much footage as 
an old clerk and friend of Stewart. 

The story might be termed a small 
edition of ‘Grand Hotel,’ with practi- 
cally all of the action taking place in 
the small shop. 

Proprietor Morgan opens his store 
every morning—with the clerks 


van, James Stewart. Features Frank Mor- 
gan, Jvuseph Schildkraut. Directed by 
Ernst Lubitsch, Screenplay by Samson 
| Raphaelson, based on play by Nikolaus | 
Laszlo. Camera, William Daniels; film ; 
editor, Gene Ruggiero. Preview at West- 
wood Village, Jan. 2, ’40. Running time: 


97 MINS ; ; ival— 

awaiting his arrival—and closes up 
od CS Seer eee ee Margaret Sullavan * Pp 
a oe Stewart each night. Stewart, senior clerk, 


confides to Bressart that he is cor- 
responding with a girl through a 
newspaper ad, and takes the affair 


Hugo Matuschek ..........Frank Morgan ; 
Ferencz Vadas ..eee...Joseph Schildkraut |; 
BIOTA .cccccccsce ecoccccecec+- Sara Haden 






| Pirovitch ...... ccowmoccceese Felix Bressart A P 

Pepi Katona ....ceccesceee. William Tracy With the unknown very seriously. 
| Mona ......eseeeeee eeeeees-Inez Courtney Miss Sullivan arrives to apply for a 
iW oman Customer ceccess + Sarah Edwards job and, after being turned down by 
| Doc tor aevece weeveee -- Edwin Maxwell ; Stewart, is hired by Morgan. 
| Detective cscccccce e .-Charles Halton , Pe > pg 
j Rudy ......0+. ceseeseserss:Charles Smith | From that point on it’s an intimate 


tale of the store and its workers. 
} Morgan fires Stewart when he dis- 
roduced and directed by Ernst covers one of his cler. - is carrying 
ubitsch all with the vivaciousness on an affair with the owner’s \ ‘fe, 
j}and piquant humor of ‘the Lu- | but Stewart returns as manager the 
bitsch touch’ will play a merry tune | next day when Schildkraut proves 


‘The Shop Around the Corner’, 





' 
| 


a surprise entry as the store’s mes- | 


Wednesday, January 10, 1940 








the culprit. Finally, a carnation 
meeting at a cafe is arranged be- 
tween Stewart and his sweetheart- 
by-mail, but Stewart finds the girl 
to be Miss Sullavan and ducks with- 
out revealing his identity. From 
there to the ‘inal disclosure, story 
swings along at fast pace. 

Production background and set- 
tings—although unpretentious—are 
excellent, with photography by Wil- 
liam Daniels of top calibre. 


-__-—__—_---- 


Slightly Honorable 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 


United Artists release of Walter Wanger 
production, Produced by ‘Tay Garnett, Fea- 
tures Pat O’Brien, Edward Arnold, Brod- 
erick Crawford, Ruth Terry. Directed by 
Tay Garnett. Screenplay by Ken Englund, 
Adaptation by John Hunter Lay and Robert 
Tallman, from novel, ‘Send Another Coftin,' 
by F. G. Presnell. Camera, Merritt Gers- 
tad; film editor, Dorothy Spencer, Musical 
score composed and directed by Werner 


Janssen. Previewed at Westwood Village, 
Jan, 4, 40. Running time, 85 MINS, 

BA WP OUDS 5:0'0:05:0000960959 8 0aes Pat O’Brien 
TRB s 0.0.6.0s. 000.0% socteccses Edward Arnold 
Rus Sampson.......00s. Broderick Crawford 
ADR. bc cciscescciocccesvescconss Ruth Jerry 
Alma Brehmer...cccccccccncecs Claire Dodd 
Commissioner ,Joyce.....+.. Alan Dinehart 
BETG, CURRIE. ccccccccccsccs Janet Beecher 
ROVER CMNNIME cc ccencccess Phyllis Brooks 
George Taylor.......0... Douglas Dumbrille 
Cs 5 Chia bese eeee ensues Bernard Nedell 
DD UNE in 5.56505 5008 0680000008 Eve Arden 
SE VEIN Sib-0:6 3 5006 660d 8 Evelyn Keyes 
Commissioner Fromm..,..Addison Richards 
OY EEE AP ee CeCe eee Te Douglas Fowley 
MEE SOOION cnc wesnestseeeetnee John Sheehan 
Senator Scott... ccccccccces Heward Hickman 
Mies #065 Chics eebeee8 66 6th'c 0b60 Willie Best 





Senator Berry ...-Robert Middlemass 
ROO Terre Serr eee: Ernest Truex 
a ee rere Clift Clark 


Obicer MUrPAP..ccceccvccccees Ed Chandler 
ETON DENIES b 00.060 00006000 Bud Jameson 
OMmiCOr OLANEP ....0ccededoovass Paul MacVey 
Radio Announcers......-- f John Deering 
UDale Armstrong 
Pingerprint expert...cccoccccccess Max Rose 
ON ee Jack Wynn 
SEEEU ON Sc.c'sscavasesceies ret \Jack Green 


UDick Rush 





litical conniving and manipulations 
of two young attorneys who do bat- 
tle with the big machine. 
trimmed liberally with comedy that 
swings to the wacky side, story is 
spread pretty thin and the final solu- | 
tion is explained so fast that it fails to 
be convincing. It is a moderate pro- 
gramer, lacking in marquee strength. 

Film is adapted from F. G. Pres- 
nell’s novel, ‘Send Another Coffin.’ | 
Either the writers had little sub- | 
stance to work on from the original, ; 
or they muffed the motivation of the 
book entirely. In any case, story 
Skips along between serious drama | 
and comedy without deftness, and | 
= up in the aggregate as a what- 
isit. 

Pat O’Brien and Broderick Craw- | 
ford are teamed in a law partner- | 
ship, taking advantage of politics to 
swing some gravy their way from | 
highway supplies. When Claire Dodd | 
is murdered, political boss Edward | 
Arnold pins suspicion on O’Brien to | 
get him out of the way. Other mur- | 
ders occur while O’Brien tries to un- 
ravel the mess, with each succeed- 
ing One involving him as suspect. 
But when O’Brien finally clears up, 
the killings, it’s his partner who is 
responsible. In between, 
some suave meanderings of O’Brien 
through police investigations, and his 


approaches of a_ vivacious 
singer, Ruth Terry. 

O’Brien does as well as can be ex- 
pected with material provided. 
Crawford is okay as his legal side- 
kick, while Arnold is lost in the role 


nitery 


a peppy package of personality, 
shows possibilities with a surprise 


‘vantage of every opportunity and 
moves in on O’Brien. Claire Dodd, 
Eve Arden, Alan Dinehart, Douglas 


most prominent in supporting cast. 
Tay Garnett directed a_ rather 





{that seldom seems to jell for any 
\length of time. Just when yarn 
; seems to get on a main line of at- 
| tack, it detours into bypaths. Pic- 
;ture has been given adequate pro- 
{duction background for its budget 
class, with Merritt Gerstad’s pho- 
tography above standard. 





Remember the Night 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Jan. 5. 


Paramount release of Mitchell Leisen pro- 
duction, Stars Barbara Stanwyck, Fred 
MacMurray. Features Beulah Bondi, Eliz- 
beth Patterson, Sterling Holloway. Di- 
rected by Mitchell Leisen. Original screen- 
play by Preston Sturges. Camera, Ted 
Tetzlaff; film editor, Doane Harrison. Pre- 
viewed at Westwood Village, Jan. 5, ‘40. 





| parse time, 93 MINS, 
‘Lee Leander.........00. Barbara Stanwyck 
! John Sargent.............- Fred MacMurray 
MAPO. BOIRONG. 6.050000 0800056 Beulah Bondi 
PUD PENNER 6 044048006 Elizabeth Patterson 
Francis X. O’Leary..... Willard Robertson 
| Wille. ..ccccccccssccceee Sterling Holloway 
Judge (New York)........ Charles Waldron 
District Attorney............ Paul Guilfoyle 
i SA ee Pore ee Charlie Arnt 
yo rT eee ae John Wray 
Fes RTE T 5 :0.804.050866860% Thomas W. Ross 
i SARA ere a ere ere Snowflake 
“Wat PIMOS. c00000 eT eT ree Tom Kennedy 
Sane OW DIOCMOP. 6 600660000000558 Georgia Caine 
Be ET 656.5:00.56%663-600 Virginia Brissac 


Judge (at rummage sale)..Spencer Charters 





Rich in entertainment factors, ‘Re- 
member the Night’ will roll up prof- 
itable grosses in the regular runs— 
'as either bill topper or solo attrac- 
'tion—with biz potentialities en- 

hanced by favorable word-of-mouth. 
| Picture is a holdover prospect for 
many key runs. 

Story, basically, is of familiar pat- 





' 


While | 


| characterizations, and 


there’s | 


attempts to shake off the persistent | 


of a political boss. Little Ruth Terry, | 


performance as the gal who takes ad- | 


Dumbrille and Douglas Fowley are) 


| Strange admixture of story material | 


-—— 
—. 9 


tern, but is dressed most prese 

with much sparkling comedy dialey 
Carries added advantages of excej. 
lent direction by Mitchell Leisen 
and impressive performances by 
Barbara Stanwyck, Fred MacMurray 
stars, and all members of the sup: 
porting cast. 


Preston Sturges’ original screen. 
play depends mainly on individual 
sequences and bright situations 
rather than the overall effect of the 
story itself. Here is a tale of a gir] 
crook who becomes enmeshed in the 
law after lifting a bracelet from a 
store. Deputy district attorney Mac. 
_ Murray is assigned to prosecute, even 
though he plans to leave for Xmas 
| holidays with his mother in Indiana, 
, When defense attorney pulls a sur- 
prise, young d. a. has trial continued 
for two weeks, and girl has to re- 
main in jail in the interim. Mac- 
Murray suffers pangs of conscience 
'and gets her out on bail. When he 
finds her home is also in Indiana, he 
takes her along on the trip. 


When the pair arrive at MacMur- 
|ray’s home, the rural holiday activi- 
'ties gets under the skin of the girl 
| who never had a chance, and refor- 
|mation takes place. Back in N. Y, 
at trial resumption, she pleads guilty 
| to prevent MacMurray from throw- 
| ing the case. Ending is an unhappy 
; one with her march to jail, but with 
| promise to come out with debt paid 
for eventual happiness. 


Picture is highlighted in numerous 
| instances by some deft telling in the 
| script and fine piloting by Leisen to 
| lift the yarn from commonplace and 
| trite category. Willard Robertson’s 
‘defense plea for Miss Stanwyck be- 
| ee the jury, with his obviously 
manufactured tale to gain sympathy, 
is one of the finest combinations of 
, pantomime and dialog that has hit 
; the screen in some months. Brief 
: Sequence of the pair before a small- 








Here is a whodunit involving po- {town justice for trespassing is rich 


in humor, despite its brevity. 

Three songs, all familiar tunes, are 
neatly spotted. Martha Mears, after 
a brief chorus of ‘Easy Living’ in a 
nitery, sings ‘Back Home in Indiana’ 
with the King’s Men. Presentation 
will please the Hoosiers in the audi- 
ence. Sterling Holloway provides a 


‘surprise with capable crooning of 


‘End of a Perfect Day’ in the Mac- 
Murray home Xmas eve. 
Miss Stanwyck turns in a fine per- 


formance. MacMurray is impressive 
as the serious-minded prosecutor, 


but loosens up for the comedy 
stretches. Beulah Bondi and Eliza- 
beth Patterson, MacMurray’s mother 
and aunt, respectively, provide good 
Holloway 
scores as the hick hired hand. Rob- 
ertson hits a high mark as the de- 
fense attorney. 

Picture is provided with suitable 
production background in all techni- 
cal departments, with Ted Tetzlaff’s 
photography high grade. 


Brother Rat and a Baby 


Hollywood, Jan. 4. 


| Warner Bros. release of Robert Lord pro- 


duction, Stars Priscilla Lane, Wayne 
Morris, Jane Wyman. Features Eddie 
Albert, Ronald Reagan, Jane Bryan, Peter 


B. Good, Directed by Ray Enright. Screen- 
play by Jerry Wald and Richard Macauley, 
from original story by Fred F. Finkelhoffe 


and John Monk, Jr. Camera, Charles 
Rosher; film editor, Clarence Kolster; dia- 
log director, Hugh Cummings. Previewed 
at Warners Hollywood, Dec. 31, '39. Run- 
ning time: 87 MINS, 

go ll rr Eddie Albert 
Billy TiAMGOI cccccoccecce Wayne Morris 
JOYCE WiIGlEOS cccccccecceces PriscAla Lane 
CIRITD Teme. 6.60046 06006060068 Jane Wyman 
Dan Crmawterd ocsces ecccee Ronald Reagan 
PRO Weis ckiaes Chew eats 6406666 Jane Bryan 
Harley Harrington c.ccccce. Larry Williams 
HOE SRMNE cc cveceseeees Henry ©'Neill 
Fee TCR Vidas 6 6.a6e0si0608 Jessie Busley 
i. SNOUT 5 6-6.0066000.06 Peter B. Good 
| Sterling Randolph ............Paul Harvey 
VEE, SIAEPOP 6c cccccccecse Berton Churchill 
BAIS, FAATHOP ..cccccccecess ana Bryant 
IEMs +etbbeeseechecd Arthur Treacher 
COD DIVEE: cccccccsceecces Edward Gargan 
Giri 10. BUS icccccoscdsccese mayo Methot 
ER DUOMIREY. 6.0:6.048000 660000685 Billy Wayne 
BIAJOR crccccscccccocccecececes Moroni Olsen 
EeOapitel OMICIA) cccovvetesecce irving Bacon 


This is a sequel to the film ver- 
sion of ‘Brother Rat,’ turned out last 
year by Warners. Carrying over six 
of the principals of the original and 
set a year after graduation from Vir- 
ginia Military Institute, it adds & 
mischievous baby in the person of 
Peter B. Good. Picture swings 
{more to comedy side than its pre- 
‘decessor and should attract profit- 
able biz. 

‘Brother Rat and a Baby’ 
wholesome and effervescing comedy 
built on a fragile story structure, 
but gains entertainment strength on 
performances of the principals and 
excellently paced direction by Ray 
Enright. The experiences of three 
VMI grads and their girls friends; 
neatly scripted with generous mI)x- 
ture of comedy and just enough 
drama for suspense, are strong 
enough for audience purposes to de- 
velop what may be a profitable ser- 
ies for an extended stretch. ; 

Of the ‘Brother Rat’ cast, Eddie 
Albert, Wayne Morris and Ronald 
Reagan are the three pals—now 
alumni. Albert is married to Jane 
Bryan and couple are struggiing to 
raise baby Peter Good. Morris 38 
the son of a rich publisher, a breezy 
Mr. Fixit whose plans always back- 
fire. Reagan is a serious and plod- 
ding illustrator. Priscilla Lane and 
Jane Wyman are the gal friends of 
Morris and Reagan, respectively. 

Story is a slight and unimportant 
background on which to hang serie‘ 
of sequences constructed for laugh 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Ernst Lubitsch directing a, scene with 
Margaret Sullavan and James Stewart! 


Quickly Mr. Exhibitor! 
Tell your patrons about M-G-M’s 


“THE SHOP AROUND THE CORNER” 


It’s a dream! It’s a honey! It’s BOX-OFFICE! 

Opening soon at Radio City Music Hall! 

Thank you Mister Lubitsch! 

While the folks are still howling over “Ninotchka” 

You deliver another hilarious hit! 

You know what laughter means these days: 

It means escape from the world’s woes— 

And it means lines at the box-office for every Tom, Dick and Mabel in 
town. And it’s a grand love story between sweet Margaret Sullavan and 
James (“Mr. Smith Goes to Washington”) Stewart. . 
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Brother Rat and a Baby 


‘Centicmed oe pa a4 343 
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Granny Get Your Gun 
Hollywood, Dec. # 


Warner Bese ceeare af Pore Satna. 
pvtwtion Featerese Mey Kitana tnt 
Hacry Devengart. Devectss 37 Goorre Aur 
has ats geadaret. Brpex Vaz. Sereer yn: 
ay Keasets Gamet: taeed 1m Or; PT Mare 
Manieg Garters. Camera. L. 7 
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anove per. 





eee 


Pee- 


Miy 


Bens 
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WOOO occ cones coccccceee( am Bevean 
MME WrEEtt.,. cocsccce-ce Amy emert 
Pezesrais idodaecoeneth Wiliam Deritews 
Marr Cecvem 2. ee Aster AY STO SD 
Worn Ketding-..--. . Gavzmrite Bates 
CWGFIALI. 22 ee ee ss soak a ‘ Aan Tie 
CAIVE coerce sendee Yera lew 
Pea Pat..ccccve- esceesees Maz He@man. ir 
BOF. ccvcccocese Archie Twit tii 
seutxe goceteos ‘ -- Walter Seetl 
BaHawsrih..- amine ‘ Mat Cer: 

This is an unoretertious B that 


will groove acceptabie as supporting 
fare in the Gusiers. Despite its Sess 
dramatic structure that imciudes 2 
divorce actiom and marder. the pic- 
ture has plenty of wholewmme e-r:.- 
edy th carry it along at a fast bere 

May Robson ts 2 straeigtt-hexstine 
and dominating oid gremny of Gold 
City, Nevada, who gets her wey ré- 
gardiess of When her 
grenddaughter it tt be sued for d- 
yoerce, with cornplaint she has teen 
gemnbling recklessly. Miss Robson 
ewings into action. ne husband is 
murdered and, when the 
discovers her granddaughter’s hand- 
kerchiet betide the body. she adrnits 
guilt to shield the girl. After a 
where Mizs Robson is dismissed and 
the granddaughter charged with the 
crime, Granny goes into action to un- 
cover the real murderer in the per- 
son of the crooked operator of the 
garnbling club. 

Miss Robson provides an interest- 
ing characterization. Harry Deven- 
port is okay as the old attorney who 
is prodded and harassed by the old 
lady. Margot Stevenson, az the 
granddaughter. and Hardie Albright 
as her husband. are overshadowed in 
footage by the two vrincipals. C! 
Bevans does a rural character to ver- 
fection, although rather bread in 
spots. while Clay Clernent ic suffi- 
ciently menacing as the gambler 

This was turned out for filler cur- 
poses and arn fulfiils its purpose. 


MUSIC IN MY HEART 


(WITH SONGS) 
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Meyer, Siaieow director Wiliam Czetle 
vocal arrangernent« Charier Hens 
minsiea! director Sf Vv Bioit. « 
40in Starmar At Piz Y.. week Jen. 2 
‘29 Kunning time, @ MINS. 
Kaotert Gregory peseccvcescen bey Martie 
Patricia O Maii-y coecees- Rita Hayworth 
DT catebee cheese cess vandeebe FAith Fellows 
Chartes Gardner... ..seccccee Alan Mow tray 
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NE bos s608 cccoestoonseees George Tobias 
Bark C. GIMMAR...ccccescoes Joseph Crehan 
BANE ocagsesrevrecoeccvnves George Hurtrert 
ERMINE EhGn. 50% 760 bo wedcserbodbsesonzed Joey Kay 
ME BIESTON 2 956 00000002 90d0ecees Don Brodie 
Beading LAady.cccsecceces coo Julieta Novis 
Blake eocve5 COCO CC eer aeee coose FAidie Kane 
Marvhali..... Cbsdovecvesiceaetarss Phil Tead 
NURS 6990600000600 3400009 Marten Lamont 


and 
Andre Kosteianetz and Band 


‘Music in My Heart’ won't ring a 
éreer mpd happy tune on the ex- 
ibitor’s cash register. Plot is a 
trite, threadworn affair which neither 
the direction nor the performance of 
the two leads and Andre Kostela- 
netz’s superb music can overcome. 
Tony Martin is in his element 
when he swings into a tune, of which 
there are several, but his thespian 
efforts are weak. Rita Hayworth 
formerly gained notice as a dancer. 
She still is a graceful stepper. but the 
far-fetched dance scene here is bun- 
‘led either through bad photography 
w strict Havsian orders, or both. 
Story is the fable about an alien 
rtor, awaiting to be deported, who 
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TWO-FISTED RANGERS 


(WITH SONGS) 
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Plenty of shocting and two-fisted 
ection permit thie standard west- 
erner to achieve its purpose, that of 
sztisfring the kids. There's nothing 
here for the adults. 

The yern is molded along the usual 
lines. concerning itself chiefly witha 
rninerity erusading against a towns 
lew-brecking group. Star- 


ot? 
re 











tiie Tat 
Irie Meredith plass the girl pubd- 
fisher whee leads the eruseders fol- 
wwimng daving of her publisher- 
father. She's also the romantic in- 
terest zlonzside Starrett. Tunes are 
typical westerners. 
Coigmntia profoction ant release Fea- 
eream Preetem Foster. Anm Dvorak. [7- 
(ef by Sidney Saluow. Original stars, 
Tay Garnett, Howard Higgin: gw vreencks 
Mars humnate: cemera, Benjamin Kline 
Str « 2 Al Clark: mvsice! Sirete-. M 
’. ¥tokef, AL Glete, NS. Y.. Jan. 
Running time: @& MISS. 
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‘Cafe Hostess’ should just 
but itll cause no box- 
confires even in that 


Cusiuing. 
* * = 
a0GUt get oy : 


office lowly 


classification. It is an obvious 
quickie. 

Yarn is another of the perennial 
nitery hostess melodramas. with a 
flock of the more hackneyed char- 
acters and situations. It has ‘2) the 
Real-Girl-underneath-it-all hostes 
being used by her sweetie. who i 
(b) the soft-spoken killer and gang 
leader operating the joint, ‘c) the 
villain’s discarded girl who ulti- 


mately rubs him out and ‘would do 
it again because he had it coming to 
him.’ (d) a Reguar Guy sailor hero 


who comes to the nitery, falls in love 


with the hostess and takes her away 
after wrecking the place in an epic 
slugfest, aided by (e) his two hard- 
hitting, wisecracking pals, and final- 
ly (f) there’s the oily nitery ‘host’ 
and front man and (g) the quietly 
honest detective. In other words, it 
was all done with stencils. 

A few moments are mildly enter- 
taining, a few others are mildly-silly 
and the rest is more or less innocu- 
ous. Such experienced troopers as 
Preston Foster, Ann Dvorak, Wynne 
Gibson, Douglas Fowley, Arthur 
Loft, Bruce Bennett, Eddie Acuff 
and Bradley Page obviously know it 
all from way back. Naturally they 
can’t make it spontaneous, but they 
at least go through the proper mo- 
tions expertly. The production is 
low-budgeted quality, the direction 
is routine, and the editing seems to 
have left a few loose ends. 

Picture is being shown at the 
Globe, N.Y., under the title of ‘Street 
of Missing Women,’ with the sub- 
billing, the Story of ‘Cafe Hostess.” 

Hobe. 
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substizuted Jame Withers a: a tom- 


bey tor the regulation formula 


After Miss Withers hazes her pri- Bg Ma : 
vate tutors on the family’s extennve *@r. coming from the typewriter of 
Ford Beebe. wet serial-western-action 
pie director, who sits back for Sam 
the 
uncle. Licyd Corrigan, principal] of camera. Starrett, a U. S. marshal 
There she goes through => faced with a rustling bend en- 
and 
inmno- stealing while the ranchers ere pre- 


eattle ranch. Paul Harvey cec.des to 


ship his daughter to Sen Antonio 
for a high school stretch under her 


with her 


prevents grid hero Joe 
But Jane battles 


oh 


sts, with Miss 
¥ carrying the burden 
Newoomer Brown, Jr. 
‘mG réeiztion to Joe E Brown), is a4 


ITF 


decidediy personable youth despite 
his lack of good looks. 
mouthful ef teeth on a V face— 


wench 


He shows a 


nevertheless, presents plenty 


of sereen personality—and appears 
a good pexibility for buildup in 
character spots 
lowa Ee iTrican doe< - os har 

Liord Corrigan does 2 fine charac- 
terization of the fumbiing principal, 
with Claire Du Brey spotted as an 
old maid teacher. Cliff Edwards is 


school 


A regulation programmer, ‘High 


School should catch attention of the 


founger trade and family patrons 
or satisfactory biz in the subsequent 
houses. For the keys, it’s a good 


supporter. 


SCANDAL SHEET 


Columbia production and release 
ree Cte Kr uger Ora 


Munson, Edward 


Nedda Harrigan. WLirected by Nick 
Grinde Original screenplay sep 
le (amera, Benjamin Kliine;: editor, 
illiam I rt <tre kitn. du 
week of 4 4 lives. Ran ing time; 
MINS. 
ree ee £ Kroger 
Ree SO cS cveyencnce we Ona Munson 
PORES BORO cécctvccesdes 
Ce GE ov acs esse waves -John Dilson 
th “ heer Leon Bedidoe 
Ha PEEP orc crdvessece 
Ma ro Pee ee n 
Seena ynes 
Deovukies Hagnes or Seim-rt ; 
[ r Atinrney . “« F nik BM Thomas 
& 4 ‘ Eeiward Marr 


varns to 


to turn every 
public is tired of gangster and 
drama: Writer Joseph Carole, 


however. has given the switch to an 


old idea and created too much story 


which the cast and direction fail to 
absorb. This heavy meller is pre- 
cisely at the other end of the bo. 
scale from another newspaper yarn 
—His Girl Friday’, a new edition 


taneously. 

Tale is of the publisher of a tab- 
loid whose tactics out-tabloid all 
previous tabloid editors of 
screen. 
He wants to make his illegitimate 
son, Edward Norris, his successor. 


for the man who is his father (un- 
beknownst to him) and then quits, 


, unable to stomach the roughouse. He 


gets a job on the rival ‘paper and 
while covering a murder picks up 
evidence proving Kruger the slayer. 
Kruger can save himself from a 
lengthy prison term by telling that 
the reason he killed was to prevent 
an expose that young Norris was his 
son. He refuses, however, to injure 
the boy or his mother, Nedda Harri- 
gan, now married to a respected citi- 
zen, and the final tape is reached 
with Kruger in prison. 

Every step in the direction 
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Stranger From Texas 


(WITH SONGS) 
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The Charles Starrett stoc 
peny, used so constantly at 


dia to make the Bronce sessions. has 
slight change in “Stranger from 
Texas.” cut otherwise the cast and 
Fae 
3air 


on 


sory remain, 2s usual, pretty 
western entertainment. 
Change is Lorna Gray, who 


im her frst hoss opera. but is re- 
placing Iris Meredith, who was the 
femme tidbit with the Starrett px 

the 


Its the familiar story of range 


Nelson, the head man behind 


gaged in inciting range riot 


paring to scrap with each other. 


Dick Curtis amd Ed Cobb, as the 
rown. Jr. from playing on the team Outlaw manipulators. are in stride 
Al Bridge, usually in 
come out on top and wins the rough, takes a turn on the righ‘ 
He couldn't make it one leap. 
Picture is studded with lightly though, spending most of his screen 
frames talking through jail Bars as a 


side. 


murderer suspect. 


As westerns go, satisfactory for the 


duals. Barn. 


Rovin’ Tumbleweeds 


(WITH SONGS) 
Lincoln, Jan. 4. 


Republic production and release Stars 
Ger a ry Features Marvy arlisie. 
Smiley Burnette, Douglas lDumobrille Lri- 
recte:] by George Sherman. Criginal screen- 


play. Bette 





Burbridge, Dsrrel! McGowes, 
Stuart MceGowen; camera, William Nobles: ' 
ditor, Tony Martinei mus 1 supervisor, 
| Raoul Kraushaar At (aler Lincoln, 


Running time, 
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SOS ey Fe 7 Mary ‘tCarlisie 
NN EEE TE OE ee Dougias Dumbrilie 
SEE. bo iue dhneesSeeawes -William Farnum 
So Pere eee Lee ‘Lasses” White 
PRESS . cc acccssccesFecosceecs Ralph Peters 
We scbscecsutcctctensbnave Gerdon Hart 
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Higgins. occcccccs cs. -Regimals Barlew 
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And Pais of the Golden West 


This is the year 
to Washington, at 
Hollywood 


. | 
an mm 


writing co 


rnc 
p> 


even 
action pie casts. But 


worst duds on record. 


a congressman. 
was 


better 


3 
it has 


been released. 


. t's a hodge-podge of swipes from 
This is another of the newspaper current cinema crumming. a touch 

some producers seem , of floods, the migratory worker. the 
time they think the political go-round, and a side dish of 
prison ' western stuff, though the latter 


minimum. 
cal boss, 


the land it 
prices. 


boring counties, 


to congress. 


His songs are ground out while 
; the doing a stint as a radio warbler in 
Otto Kruger is the villain. Guy Usher's radio station, where he 
Mary Carlisle, who is 
a Two 
Latter lasts one week as a reporter tunes are ‘Paradise in the Moon- 
light,’ by Autry and Fred Rose, and 
by Johnny 


tangles with 
the pooper’s only announcer. 


‘Ole Peaceful River.’ 


Marvin. What small boost the film 
.has it gets from the comicry ‘of 


Smiley Burnette, who is an ever-in- 
ng fi It’s an 
easy, if skirmmed-milk job, that Mary | 

sle has, and William Farnum | 
cuts in for a share as the all-pow- | 


creasing fav in this series. 
Carlisle 


erful senator. 


Pic has the appearance of having 


been assembled with pastepot and 
shears, photog work not always 
matching. Not the kind of pic to 
keep the three-year No. 1 western 
b.o. star in No. 1 position. Barn. 


lack of restraint, 
srbodomg the scemex im the inevit- 
a city room and me.'s 
labeled 
as pore hexe Kruge 5 shouting | 
ote the phome for 2 special eaiuion 


ene ae 


Kruogers werk 2 cOvmuUs, while 
Norrm moks i xe « —-s” Rover 
Bor. Oma Mucor. » play: the 
the “Kiddy Korner and 
the 


aod 


— 
isnt 


' outside of Beverly Roberts. 


,; convict, played by Robert 


Gene Autry 


stars went 
the behest of the 
to 
the lowly western hombres who top 
4 when Gene 
66 Autry does it, he provides one of his 
Very few of 
his following will like him. or want 
Edward Norris him for the price of b.o. flimsy, as 
Preliminary title for ‘Rovin’ Tum- 

is’ ‘Washington Cow- 
y. which would have beén a lot 
than the moniker under which 


is at 
Doug Dumbrille, politi- 
is stalling a flood control 
bill in congress until he buys up all 
will effect to sell at fancy 
Reduces river basin popula- 
tion to nomads, because their homes. 
are ruined. They swell into neigh- | 
causing a wor! 
of ‘The Front Page’—which the same problem. Since Autry ~ Ma hig 
company is releasing almost simul- | their only champion, they yank him | 
, Off his radio program, and elect him 





_ YUKON FLIGHT 


(WITH SONGS) 
Lincoin, Jan. 5. 
Criterion protection and release Fea. 
tures Jarmen Newill, Lavise Stanies. Ware 
ren Hail, Wititam Pawley, Dave (Prien, 


Jrisrected ty Haigh Stamm. Stare tz Leurie 
Yorke 2rekise, sereerplay. Fetward siale 
i perin. ¢amera, Max Stengier: editcr, Mare 
tis (ohn. At Coelenial, Litenie, dual, 
Running Ume, 4 MINS. 
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Best of the Renfrew adventures 
screened to date, “Yukon Flight’ will 
help establish the mounty warns as 
okay action fare. Preliminary cel. 
luloid sessions were a b.t to the 
weak side, but ‘Yukon’ measures up 
to the par s€ét by most action stuff, 

James Newill, with a fzir voice, 
sings two or three times, but mostly 
short tunes which don’t delay the 
pace enough to bother, as is the case 
when most of the actions arrive at a 
state of suspended animation while 
a leading man makes a conservatory 
of the outdoors He's a pretty hand- 
some lad, and, added to the <a. of 
Louise Stanley. the film's female st- 
traction, the looks department is 
well cared for. 

Mounty problem here is to run 


down and pin on William Pawley 
and Karl Hackett, operators of a 
flying freight service from the 


Yukon gold fields, a bit of cust 
pinching here and there outside the 
freight rates. Twosome is not above 
a k.lling occasionaliy, which finally 
brings the pic to a head. 

James Newill, working with Dave 
O'Brien and Warren Hull. keep 
things moving. Jack Clifford lends 
the only comedy, doing a deaf rou- 
tine which will measure a few 
laughs for this film's audience. Best 
song aired is the Betty Laidlaw-Rob- 
ert Lively tune, “Mounted Men.’ All 
technical departments scored bet- 
ter here than anywhere in the series 
before. Barn. 


BURIED ALIVE 


Producers Pictures profuction and release, 
Features Beverly Roberts, HRetert Wile. 
I rd by Victor Halperin. SS reerplay, 
4 


icker, from oritine! story ty Wile 
Tilman, Jr.; camera. Jack G 
1: @eliter, Holbrook N. Tex’ toutical 
ter, Dave Chyudnow, y 


reere 





cure At C*piral, N. ¥.. 
week Jan. 4, "39, dual. Runnirg iime, 34 
MIAS. 
Bh eee Beverly Reterts 
Johnny Martin. .ccccccecs Retert W x 
Ernie Mathews...........Gewrge Pembreke 
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Inferior film all the way, particue 


larly in its direction and playing, 
“Buried 

live’ won't resurrect any b.o.s, even 
on the lower rung of duaters. 

It's another of those yarns about a 
Wilcox, 
and the politics that figure in his im- 
prisonment and subsequent failure 
to secure a parole due to trumped-up 
charges. Miss Roberts, who lends a 
neat decorative touch to a somber 
setting. is the prison nurse who's the 
big reason for his desire te go 
straight. 

Most obstinate factor in this film's 
chances is the trite yarn. chief rea- 
son for the cast’s failure to do better. 


HOLDING ‘SEA HAWK’ 
ON OLIVIA DeHAVILLAND 


Hollywood, Jan. 8. 
ly reinstatement of Olivia de 
Havilland as femme lead opposite 
Erro] Flynn in Warners ‘Sea Hawk’ 
is evidenced by the postponement of 
the start of that picture to Jan. 15. 
Actress has been off the payroll since 
she refused a part in ‘Married, Pretty 
and Poor.’ 

If Miss de Havilland is restored to 
Giplomatic relations. with the studio, 
she will replace Anita Louise, who 
was announced for the ‘Hawk’ rele. 
to which Miss de Havilland had been 
assigned prior to her revolt againsi 
‘Married.’ Under the new arrange- 
ment, Miss Louise will be given an- 
other spot in the sea-going picture. 


Switch Pix On Ginger 


Hollywood, Jan. %. 

‘Bonne Chance’ is Ginger Rogers’ 
next starrer at RKO, replacing ‘The 
Enchanted Cottage,’ which has been 
shelved temporarily. Cameras start 
Feb. 5, with George Haight produc- 
ing. 

Currently Miss Rogers is doin< 
‘Primrose Path.’ 


Pic for Air Winner 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
Gale Storm, Gateway to Holly- 
wood radio winner, was signed for 
the femme lead in the Towne-Baker 
Picture, ‘Tom Brown’s School Days. 
at RKO. 
Newcomer is slated to play op- 
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would be as good as the average 
Hollywood product. Pointing out the 
window, La Guardia drew attention 
to the fact that N. Y. has four sea- 
sons and is not afraid to admit it. 
‘Our project,’ he chanted, ‘will be 
Stupendous! Colossal! Terrific!’ A 
‘very satisfactory’ conference was 
held Saturday ‘6) with the labor 
unions, it was disclosed. 


Touching the subject of financing, 
La Guardia declared that in the be- 
ginning he had been informed that 
pictures could not be financed un- 
less made in Hollywood. Financial 
arrangements now, he declared, can 
be secured more easily in N. Y. than 
anywhere else in the country. There 
will be no difficulty in securing of 
legitimate financing on a_ business 
basis, with no extortion or uncon- 
scionable bonuses charged. This, La 
Guardia hastened to include, does 
not hold true to crackpots, or others 
with ‘ideas’ who have been trying to 
see him. 

‘Other Large Companies’ 


An important feature of La Guar- 
dia’s discussion, which he refused to 
clarify, was that Hollywood produc- 
tion is not the only production ob- 
tainable in the country, and “There 
may be other large companies spring- 
ing up in the near future to produce 
pictures.’ 

In response to questions on this 
subject, the mayor admitted a care- 
ful study of the anti-trust action 
against the majors set for May 1 trial 
in N. Y., and the Neely anti-block 
booking bill in the Senate. The lat- 
ter, he admitted, may have some 
bearing in the immediate future on 
N. Y. production, and the former, in 
time, also may have. 


The mayor and his aides plan to 
have nothing to do with the man- 
agement of the enterprises, their sole 
purpose being to get it started. No 
taxation: problems have presented 
themselves, as ‘New York is not a 
hick town.’ 


Production details and arrange- 
ments will be handled in an ‘artistic 
manner,’ and the same size bathtubs 
will be used. The mayor emphasized 
he was not interested in the private 
lives of stars or persons in the news. 
More statements will be issued from 
time to time, as events crystalize. 


In making film awards for the 
best pictures of the year, as per the 
N. Y. critics’ choices, La Guardia 
Sunday (7) forgot’ to mention the 
French film, ‘Harvest,’ which was 
designated the best foreign film of 
the year. Immediately after the 
broadcast over WJZ, Andre R. Hey- 
mann, the film's distributor, made 
strong protests. On Monday (8) the 
Mayor sent a letter to Heymann, ad- 
mitting the omission was his fault, 
but also chiding the distributor for 
making things worse by getting ex- 
cited about an error. 





How Goldwyn Made ‘Wuthering’ 

Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
‘Wuthering Heights,” which won 
the New York film critics’ award, 
was made by Sam Goldwyn to keep 
another company from making it. 
William Wyler first suggested story 
te Goldwyn, but was turned down. 
Then, while on loanout to Warners, 
Wyler got Bette Davis interested in 
Emily Bronte yarn. 
She in turn broached it to Hal 
Wallis, who put in a bid. It was then 
that Goldwyn decided he wanted to 


PICTURES 





FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents @ complete chart ef feature releases of 


ali the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints ere included.) 


Rev. tn Var.—Keviewed tn Variety 
M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Cemedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Remaatie Drama; MU—Musical 


COPYRIGHT, 194@, BY VARIETY, INC, 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Key to Type Abbreviations 


R. T.—Runaing Time 





a 








ee 







































































make it himself and paid $50,000 for 
the script. 

Wyler later went to London and 
convinced Laurence Olivier to play 
the lead. It was while Vivien Leigh 
came over from England to visit 
Olivier that she got the ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ role. 





‘Victor Herbert’ Brings 
~_ Up Sousa Yarn Again 


Following Paramount’s recent film- 
ing of ‘The Great Victor Herbert,’ 
studios are again being offered the 
autobiography of John Philip Sousa, 


labeled ‘Marching Along.’ It had no 
takers when originally proffered 
after its publication jin 1928, but with 
current vogue for biographical ma- 
teria] there is some interest in it. ~ 
Buyer can also have rights to all 
the band leader and composer’s 
music and to the novels and short 
stories he turned out in addition to 
his musical work. Also available at 
a fee, picture companies have been 
informed, are services of Sousa’s 
widow and daughter to fill out -the 
gaps in the autobiog. Curtis Brown 
agency is handling the works. 















































DANGER ON WHEELS (U) 


WEEK Rev. 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R. T. 
RELEASE Var. . 
ll /3 /39 11/8 BLONDIE BRINGS UP BABY (Cel) CCP. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 67 
12/27 STRANGER FROM TEXAS (Col) Ww ss CC. Sttarrrett-L.. Gray-D. Curtis 54 
10/11 NINOTCHKA (M-G) CD G. Garbo-M. Douglas-I. Claire 111 
11/22 OVERLAND MAIL (Mene) Ww Jack Randall 87 
12/13. FIGHTING MEN (Mono) ° D J. Newill-S. Blane 
10/il THE FLYING DEUCES (RKO) CS. Laurel-O. Hardy-J. Parker 65 
12/27 MARSHALL OF MESA CITY (RKO) Ww George O’Brien 61 
12/6 HEAVEN BARBED WIRE FENCE (2@th) CD J. Regers-R. Walburn-M.Rambeau 61 
11/1 LEGION OF LOST FLYERS (U) MR. Arilen-A. Nagel-A. Devine 63 
11/18 CALL A MESSENGER (U) M _sCBB. Halep-H. Hall-M. Carlisle 64 
11/22 KID NIGHTINGALE (WB) C J. Payne-J.Wyman 58 
11/10/39 11/8 REMEMBER? (M-G) DR. Tayler-G. Garson-L. Ayers 82 
12/6 HEROES IN BLUE (Mono) D_ ODz« Pureell- B. Hayes 60 
11/1 CAT AND CANARY (Par) M _sa~BA.. Hope-Paulette Goddard-J. Beal 12 
11/8 MAIN STREET LAWYER (Rep) ME. Ellis-A. Louise-R. Baldwin 72 
11/8 ALLEGHENY UPRISING (RKO) D J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C. Sanders 98 
11/8 DRUMS ALONG MOHAWK (20th) DC. Colbert-H. Fonda-E., M. Oliver 103 
11/8 FIRST LOVE (U) RD _COD=«. Durbin-R. Stack 8&4 
11/8 ONE HOUR TO LIVE (0) M _sC+CDSs=€jw Neelan-C. Bickferd-J. Litel 61 
10/4 ELIZABETH AND ESSEX (WB) D___sCO~BB«. Davis-E. Flynn 106 
11/17/39 11/15 ANOTHER THIN MAN (M-G) RF M.Ley-W. Powell-C. A. Smith 101 
11/15 THE PHANTOM STRIKES (Mone) MW. Lawson-S. Hale 58 
RAIDERS OVER ENGLAND (Mone) D Ne Cast 
. .9/20 RULERS OF THE SEA (Par) D _OCD=sjw. Fairbanks, Jr.-M. Lockweod 96 
41/22 TOWER OF LONDON (U) M _séOB.. Rathbone-B. Karloff 92 
11/15 THE COVERED TRAILER (Rep) C J.Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan $y 
10/18 MEET DR. CHRISTIAN (RKO) DJ. Hersholt-D. Lovett-P. Lee 6s 
11/1 TOO BUSY TO WORK (26th) C J. Prouty-S. ByingtomK. Hewell 64 
11/1 ON DRESS PARADE (WB) M Dead End Kids-J. Litel - 6 
11 /24/39 1/3 AMAZING MR, WILLIAMS (Col) C CJ. Blondell-M. Douglas 86 
11/22 SECRET OF DR. KILDARE (M-G) DL. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day 83 
12/20 ROLL, WAGONS, ROLL (Mene) Ww é Tex Ritter 58 
11/8 OUR NEIGHBORS (Par) CD _éF.Bainter-F. Craven-E. Lowe 8s 
11/22 THAT’S RIGHT, YOU’RE WRONG (RK) MU _ K. Kyser-A. Menjou-E. E. Horton 91 
11/15 DAY-TIME WIFE (26th) CDT. Power-L. Darnell-W. William 71 
11/29 BIG GUY (VU) D_ V.McLagien-J. Cooper 18 
11/15 WE ARE NOT ALONE (WB) DOP. Muni-J. Bryan-F. Robson 112 _ 
12/1/39 12/6 A CALL ON THE PRESIDENT (M-G) CD _ Az Sothern-W. Gargan-L. Stone 69 
1/10 CAFE HOSTESS (Col) CD OPP. Foster-A. Dvorak 65 
GENTLEMAN FROM ARIZONA (Mono) WC. Reynoids-J. King 71 
YUKON FLIGHT (Meno) D  4J. Newill-L. Stanley-D. O’Brien 
12/6 COWBOYS FROM TEXAS (Rep) Ws Rz Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renalde 57 
11/29 NIGHT OF NIGHTS (Par) CD SCOP. O’Brrien-O. Bradna-R. Young 85 
12/13 RENO (RKO) DR. Dix-G. Patrick-A. Louise 13 
11/22 CITY IN DARKNESS (20th) M S. Toler-L. Bari-R. Clarke 72 
10/25 INSP. HORNLEIGH ON HOLIDAY (20th) M G. Harker-A. Sim-L. Travers 90 
12/20 LAUGH iT OFF (U) Cc J. Downs-C. Moore 64 
11/29. RETURN OF DR. X (WB) M _sH. Bogart-J. Litel-R. Lane ce 
12/8/39 11/15 FUGITIVE AT LARGE (Col) M = J. Holt-P. Ellis 66 
10/11 TAMING OF THE WEST (Col) Ww Bill Elliott 54 
12/13 HENRY GOES ARIZONA (M-G) CD F. Morgan-V. Weidler-G. Kibbdee 
LUCKY TEXAN (Mono) Ww John Wayne 
THE LLANO KID (Par) Ww é“T.Guizar-A. Dunn-A. Mowbray 33 
TWO THOROUGHBREDS (RKO) D 4J.Lyden-J, Kerrigan 
12/13. BARRICADE (20th) CD Alice Faye-W. Baxter-A. Treacher 170 
MAN FROM MONTREAL (U) DR. Arlen-A. Devine 
12/6 PRIVATE DETECTIVE (WB) M J. Wyman-D. Foran 57 
12/15/39 12/13 NICK CARTER, DETECTIVE (M-G) M W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson-H. Hull 
— WESTBOUND STAGE (Mono) WwW Tex Ritter 
11/22. ALL WOMEN HAVE SECRETS (Par) RD J. Allen, Jr.-J. Cagney-V. Dale 59 
12/13 SOUTH OF THE BORDER (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 
12/20 THE HONEYMOON’S OVER (20th) D S. Erwin-M. Weaver-P. Knowles 69 
11/22) MISSING EVIDENCE (U) M P. Foster-I. Hervey 64 
THE MAD EMPRESS (WB) D M.Novara-L. Atwill-C. Nagel 
12/22/39 12/13 JUDGE HARDY AND SON (M-G) cD L. Stone-M. Rooney-C. Parker. 88 
12/20 GULLIVER’S TRAVELS (Par) cD Cartoon 15 
1/3 MONEY TO BURN (Rep) cD J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan 69 
12/20 HAPPENS AT NIGHT (20th) RD S. Henie-R. Milland-R. Cummings 76 
12/20 CHARLIE McCARTHY, DETECTIVE (U) M E. Bergen-R. Cummings 78 
11/22 FOUR WIVES (WB) RD Lane-Sisters-G. Page-E. Albert 116 
1/10 SLIGHTLY HONORABLE (UA) cD R. Terry-B. Crawford-E. Arnold 85 
12 /29/ 39 12/20 BALALAIKA (M-G) MU N. Eddy-I. Massey-C. Ruggles 102 
R 11/29. GREAT VICTOR HERBERT (Par) MU M. Martin-A. Jones-W. Connolly 84 
12/13 THOU SHALT NOT KILL (Rep) D C. Bickford-O. Davis, Jr.-D. Day 
12/27 DAYS OF JESSE JAMES (Rep) Ww R. Rogers-G,. Hayes-D. Barry 63 
12/20 HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME (RKO) D C. Laughton-M. O’Hara 115 
11/29. CISCO KID AND LADY (20th) RD C. Romero-M. Weaver-C. P. Martin 73 
12/6 DESTRY RIDES AGAIN (U) w M. Dietrich-J. Stewart-M. Auer 90 
1/3 INVISIBLE STRIPES (WB) M G. Raft-J. Bryan BI 
12/20 RAFFLES (UA) CD _iOD.=. Niven-A. de Havilland-D. Digges 76 
1/5/40 1/10 TWO-FISTED RANGERS (Cel) w C. Starrett-I. Meredith 62 
1/3 THE EARL OF CHICAGO (M-G) C RR. Montgomery-E. Arnold-R. Owen 85 
EMERGENCY SQUAD (Par) RD W. Henry-L. Campbell-R. Denning 60 
LEGION OF LAWLESS (RKO) w G. O’Brien-V. Vale 
12/27 SWANEE RIVER (20th) RD D. Ameche-A. Leeds-A. Jolson 85 
HOW YOU CAN LOVE (U) CD T. Brown-P. Moran-B. J. Rhodes 
A CHILD IS BRN (WB) RD G. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn 
1/12/40 1/10 MUSIC IN MY HEART (Col) M_ ‘T. Martin-R. Hayworth-E,. Fellows 69 
; 1/10 SHOP AROUND CORNER (M-G) cD M. Sullivan-J. Stewart-F. Morgan 97 
DANGER AHEAD (Mono) M J. Newill 
THE SECRET FOUR (Mono) D F. Lawton-H. Sinclair-A. Lee 
11/22 GERONIMO (Par) w P. Foster-E. Drew-A. Devine 89 
SANTA FE MARSHAL (Par) Ww W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Hayes 
12/13 MEXICAN SPITFIRE (RKO) RD L. Velez-D. Woods-L. Errol 67 
HEROES OF THE SADDLE (Rep) Ww R. Livingston-R. Hatton-P. L. Parsons 
CITY OF CHANCE (20th) M L. Bari-C. Aubrey Smith-D. Woods 56 
INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS (U) M V. Price-N. Grey-J. Sutton 
1/3 OF MICE AND MEN (UA) D B.Meredith-B.Field-L.Chaney, Jr. 104 
; 1/10 BROTHER RAT AND BABY (WB) Cc J. Sryan-P. Lane 87 
1/19/40 1/10 HIS GIRL FRIDAY (Col) CDC. Grant-R. Russell 92 
ud / CONGO MAISIE (M-G) - CA. Sothern-J. Carrell-R. Johnson 
THE FATAL HOUR (Mono) M Boris Karloff " 
F HIDDEN ENEMY (Mono) D W. Hull-K. Linaker 
1/10 REMEMBER THE NIGHT (Par) RD B.Stanwyck-F.MacMurray-B.Bondi 93 
MARRIED AND IN LOVE (RKO) RD_ A. Marshall-B. Read-P. Knowles 
HE MARRIED HIS WIFE (20th) C J. McCrea-N. Kelly-R. Young 
WEST OF CARSON CITY (U) Ww 4J.M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight 
REBECCA (UA) ML. Olivier-J. Fontaine-J. Anderson 
BRITISH INTELLIGENCE (WB) M OM. Lindsay-B. Karloff 
1/26/40 LONE WOLF STRIKES (Col) MW. William-J. Perry 
‘LAMBETH WALK (M-G) _. ey COL. Lane-S. Gray-S. Hicks 
PIONEER DAYS (Mono) W Jack Randall 
SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON (RKO) D_ MT. Mitchell-E. Best-F. Bartholomew 
1/10 HIGH SCHOOL (20th) C  J.Withers-L.Brown,Jr.-C.Edwards 174 
GREEN HELL (U) D_COCDSz. Fairbanks, Jr.-J. Bennett ‘ 
1/10 FIGHTING SIXTY-NINTH (WB) D “J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 89 
9 /2 /40 CONVICTED WOMAN (Col) MR Hudson-G, Ford-F. Inescort 
STRANGE CARGO (M-G) D J. Crawford-C. Gable-M. Douglas 
CHASING TROUBLE (Mono) D Frankie Darre 
PAROLE FIXER (Par) M_ W. Henry-V. Dale-R. Paige 
THE MARINES FLY HIGH (RKO) DR. Dix-C. Merris-L. Ball 
MAN WHO COULDN’T TALK (20th) M L. Nolan-J. Regers-R. Clarke 


D R. Arlen-A. Devine 
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Neely 


sociation of New York is attempting 
to convince exhibitors in its rank 
as well as outside, that the bill, ig 
becoming law, will close the theatres 
of America. Harry Brandt, presi. 
dent of the ITOA, made a tour of 
the country, visiting 21 cities and 
addressed an estimated 1,200 exhib. 
itors on the harmful effects he be. 
lieves the Neely bill would have. He 
| claims that 90% of the exhibs were 
unaware of the disadvantages. An. 
other claim is that while Allied 
States Assn., powerful radical exhib 
group, is campaigning for passage of - 
the bill, the rank and file member. 
ship of Allied are against the jim. 
pending legislation. 

The Associated Theatre Owners of 
Indiana has provided its members 
with a verbatim copy of the Neely 
bill, warning that every exhibitor 
owes it to himself to know the truth 
in regard to it. This organization 
is behind the Neely legislation and 
rises to remind that there is nothing 
in the text of the bill that would 
prevent the exhibitor from buying 
more than one picture, if desiring. 

Uniens Werried? 

While it is hinted in certain quar- 
ters that the producers are steaming 
up labor against the Neely bill, a 
more logical conclusion expressed 
appears to be that the unions are 
fearful that if block-booking is elim- 
inated, production will be curtailed, 
affecting employment of their mem- 
bers. 

During the past week the Central 
Trades & Labor Council of New 
York, embracing around 350 unions 
in the American Federation of Labor 
camp, passed a resolution taking ex- 
ception to the Neely bill on the 
ground that it increases the risk for 
the producer. Central Trades is 
headed by Thomas Murtha, who is 
an official of Local No. 4, Brooklyn 
stagehands. 


Hays Office Says Neely 
Bill Will Wreck Industry 


Part of the sweeping drive on the 
Neely bill, directed by Haysians, is 
incorporated in a scathing arraign- 
ment called ‘Motion Pictures in U. S. 
Under the Neely Bill.’ Besides tab- 
bing the Neely measure as a price 
control law, which forces retail 
prices On wholesale transactions, this 
analysis of the measure cites that the 
bill offers no right to cancel the con- 
tract for a film no matter what pres- 
sure is brought on the theatre to 
refrain from showing the picture. It 
compares this with the present 
‘wholesale’ distribution system, 
which gives exhibs a ‘wide selection’ 
of product and ‘right to cancel’ pic- 
tures without payment therefor. 

Summary also points to curtailed 
foreign markets as creating a serious 
problem for the film business, con- 
tending that a law to abolish whole- 
Sale-selling and advance-buying on 
top of this might well wreck the 
picture industry for years to come. 

It also makes a big point of the 
charge that the Neely bill paver the 
way for private, pressure censorship 
of American films. Claimed that the 
pictures about which the measure 
complains, since this type of legis- 
lation originally was instigated 10 
years ago, now have virtually disap- 
peared via voluntary self-discipline. 
Denial also is made of the charge 
that block-booking compels the €x- 
hibition of indecent or immoral pic- 
tures. 








Bill ‘Toe Important’ 
Washington, Jan. 9. 

New test of the Neely anti-block 
booking bill will occur this year be- 
fore the full House Interstate Com- 
merce Committee, according te 
Chairman Clarence F. Lea, Demo- 
crat, of California. 

Terming the issue ‘too important’ 
to be delegated to a subcommittee 
as in previous years, Lea indicated 
that witnesses will be called as soon 
as the committee has disposed of 
pending business. Several members 
of the House group, including the 
chairman, are skedded for a bus!- 
ness trip to the Coast next Tuesday 
(16) and resumption of hearings on 
important transportation legislation 
is slated for the end of the month. 
Maybe some time before industry 
squawkers can be heard. 

Congressional pouting over the 
film ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washing- 
ton,’ plus general interest of the Ad- 
ministration in film industry s 
financial set-up, expected to result 
in unusual interest over the chance 
to land a haymaker on Hollywood + 
jaw. Fact that the Neely bill 
slipped through the Senate Jas! 
spring will not make it easier for in- 
dustry spokesmen .to convince Con- 
gress that the measure is a natu::’! 
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defendants has submitted the posi- 
tive testimony of its representatives 
who touched the matter of the con- 
tracts with the Edgewood theatre in 
categorical denial of any joint ac- 
tion on their part, and in denial of 
the substance of the conversations 
mentioned. Each of the seven dis- 
tributor defendants has a general 
office in New York or Philadelphia 
for the management of its business 
in the East; and each has a district 
representative at Washington, D. C.. 
for the distribution of films in the 
continguous _ territory (generally 
Maryland, Delaware, Virginia an 
West Virginia); and each has a sales 
representative for Baltimore. Prac- 
tically all of the general eastern 
managers of the distributors (who 
alone have the authority to finally 
close contracts with distributors) 
and their respective Washington rep- 
resentatives and Baltimore salesmen 
have testified that there was no con- 
cert of action between them, and 
those with whom the conversations 
referred to were had, have substan- 
tially denied their alleged import. 
On this issue of alleged conspiracy 
the great preponderance of the tes- 
timony is in favor of the detendants; 
and the nature and circumstances 
are such as tend in all reasonable 
probability to support the defen- 
dant’s contention and contradict that 
of the plaintiff. It is true that the 
five distributors who had contracts 
with the Edgewood theatre all acted 
to the same general effect with re- 
gard to the contracts; but this was 
due to the fact that the contractual 
relations of the several parties were 
in a general way similar, and other 
conditions were likewise the same 
affecting all of them, It is therefore 
not at all surprising that they sepa- 
rately acted in the same way. There 
is an entire absence of direct evi- 
dence to show that their action was 
concerted, but on the contrary full 
and convincing evidence that each 
acted independently on its own judg- 
ment. Nor was there anything un- 
usual, in accordance with the pre- 
vailing conditions in the motion pic- 
ture industry, that the owners of the 
Edgewood theatre requested or de- 
manded clearance over the Westway 
theatre. A similar demand was made 
about the same time by the owners 
of the Alpha theatre at Catonsville 
on the distributors with which it had 
2 contract; and likewise similar de- 
mand was also made by the owner 
of the Astor theatre. ‘It seems to be 
a common occurrence in the business 
that older and established theatres 
in the vicinity of a new theatre de- 
mand or at least seek a clearance 
over the new theatre. Uniform ac- 
tion is not necessarily concert of ac- 
tion. A like conclusion as to the 
absence of proof of conspiracy was 
reached by Judge Otis in the West- 


Points in Balto Decision 


Continued from page 4 


d| of what a certain 


ern District of Missouri in the some- 
what similar case of Rolsky v. Fox 
Mid West Theatres, CCH, Fed. Trade 
Reg. Serv., page 6442 (1936). 

In. determining whether a con- 
tract imposes an unreasonable re- 
straint of trade, important consid- 
erations are the intent of the parties 





and the effect on the public. These 
tests can generally not be applied 
academically or theoretically but 
properly only upon a realistic con- 
sideration of the nature and condi- 
tions of the business. Appalachian 
Coals v. United States, 288 U. S. 344, 
359; Chicago Board of Trade v. 
United States, 246 U. S. 231, 238. 


Clearance Is a ‘Physical 
Necessity’ of the Pic Biz 


First and subsequent ryns of mo- 

= tion pictures is a practical physical 
necessity of the business. There are 

y said to be about 16,000 motion pic- 
ture theatres in the United States, 








of first and subsequent runs that the 
limited number of prints can 
utilized in the numerous theatres 
within a district. , 
The business ed oe of each dis- 
tributor is to obtain as much rev- 
enue as possible from the exhibition 
of each picture. To accomplish this 
the licenses generally provide for a 
percentage of the gross receipts of 
the theatre to be paid to the licen- 
sor, although to avoid the expense 
of checking the accuracy of the re- 
turns, sometimes a fiat rental is 
charged on the basis of the estimate 
rcentage of the 
gross receipts would be. Naturally, 
enough so-called feature films. are 
more productive of revenue from 
early runs because the novelty of a 
known good picture is an element 
of its drawing power or popularity 
with the public. Subsequent runs 
therefore produce smaller revenue; 
and it is a natural result of the prac- 
tice that theatres charging small ad- 
mission fees of ten or fifteen cents 
are thus able to exhibit even good 
pictures on subsequent runs. 


Copyright Ownership 
Also Held Important 


The nature of the copyright own- 
ership must also be considered. The 
legal effect of a copyright, much like 
a patent, is to create in the owner 
an exclusive property right, with the 


‘incidental power to lease or license 


the use thereof by, others on stipu- 
lated terms. The license may be ex- 
clusive or non-exclusive and accord- 
ingly when made exclusive may be 
made so for a limited time only. If 
the license is made exclusive, for a 
long or short period, it is obvious 
that the licensor may not properly 
allow others to exhibit the film dur- 
ing the period of the exclusive li- 
cense. This in effect is what is ac- 
complished by the provision in the 
license for clearance. Therefore 
such a provision in the contract is 
entirely consistent with the ordinary 
rights of ownership of property, and 
would seem to be entirely legal un- 
less by combination or conspiracy or 
by harsh and. oppressive treatment 
prejudicial to the public and par- 
ticular individuals, the ownership of 
the copyright is made merely an in- 
strumentality for the unreasonable 
restraint of trade or competition. 
And these principles have hereto- 
fore been appli in a number of 
decisions with respect to the pro- 
vision for clearance in contracts be- 
tween owners of films and exhibi- 
tors. Thus where the clearances are 
established as a result of combina- 
tion or conspiracy of numerous dis- 
tributors or exhibitors or both, they 
have been held invalid. Youngclaus 


v. Omaha Film Board of Trade, 60 


F. 2d. 538. See also First Nat. Pic- 
tures, Inc., v. Robison, 9 Cir. 72 F. 
2d 37; Vitagraph, Inc., v. Perelman, 
3 Cir. 95 F. 2d. 142. But where the 
clearance results only from private 
contract between a distributor and 
an exhibitor, without unsual fea- 
tures, the provision has been upheld. 
Rolsky v. Fox Mid West Theatres, 
supra. See also Peoples Film Co. v. 
Minneapolis Film Board of Trade 
cD; ©. nn, 1932) not officially re- 
ported; Shubert Theatre Players Co. 
v. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Distribut- | 
ing Corp. (D. C. Minn. 1936) not of- 
ficially reported; and provision of | 
|consent decree in United States v. | 
| Ballaban & Katz (D. C. N. D. Ill, 
| 1932) CCH. Fed. Trade Reg. Serv., 
|pages 5025, 5028; Vol. 7 Fordham 








| Law Rev., p. 199; Vol. 36, Columbia | 


Law Rev., p. 646. 
‘Clearance Stipulations Not 


‘Unreasonable Restraint’ 
In applying the tests of the intent 


| that view. It is of course pons 
that the distributors were influenced 
somewhat by the fact that the Dur- 
kee interests had long been good 
customers, but the evidence does not 
show that they exerted any undue 
pressure upon the distributors on 
| vn account, nor does it show any 


| 


be | wnusual preference to Durkee and 


his associates other than would _ nat- 
urally have been given to the Edge- 
wood theatre considered alone. It is 
also urged that the Edgewood thea- 
tre intentionally contracts for more 
ictures than it can probably use. 
But again, in my opinion, the evi- 
dence fails to support this conten- 
tion. I find no intent on the part 
of the distributors and the defen- 
dant exhibitor to unreasonably re- 
strain competition by their contracts. 


Nor do I think there is any sub- 
stantial prejudice to the public in- 
‘terest. There is no evidertce of any 
marked popular demand on the part 
of the residents of Ten Hills and 
vicinity for a motion picture theatre 
at that place, although it is doubt- 
less a convenience to them to have 
a well equipped modern theatre 
there. The Westway is not unable 
to procure some pictures, but only 
unable to procure some or most of 
the better pictures from the seven 
distributors named in the complaint 
as early as it would like to have 
them. All the seven major distribu- 
tors referred to in this case were 
willing to sell their pictures to the 
Westway for exhibitiqgn two weeks 
after the Edgewood or Alpha thea- 
tres. It does not seem that the pub- 
lic in the vicinity of Ten Hills would 
be unduly prejudiced by the two 
weeks’ delay in seeing motion pic- 
tures at the Westway theatre in their 
immediate vicinity, especially as in 
common with other residents of Bal- 
timore they have the opportunity to 
see the first run a month or more 
earlier at a downtown theatre, and 
the first subsequent run at any one 
of the neighborhood theatres within 
an area of two miles. 


Does Find Plaintiff Unable 
To Set First Nabe Runs 


It is however, true that the plain- 
tiff suffers prejudice by not being 
able to obtain a first neighborhood 
run for feature films at his theatre. 
While it is able to procure some fea- 
ture films from the RKO and also to 
obtain what is referred to as ‘spot 
booking’ of films from other dis- 
tributors, and also what are referred 
to as ‘shorts,’ it is not able to obtain 
a sufficient number of feature films 
to command a sufficient patronage 
to insure greater gross receipts. 
From the plaintifi’s standpoint it is 
of course regrettable that it is not 
able to conduct its business on the 
most remunerative basis, especially 
as it has constructed a good theatre 
with all modern equipment. In view 
of the large number of motion pic- 
tures annually produced it would 
seem that the plaintiff ought to be 
able, as a result of negotiation, rea- 
sonable concessions and cooperation 
in the ordinary course of trade, to 
obtain a larger number of feature 
films than now seems possible. The 
impression that I get from the testi- 
mony is that the real obstacle con- 
sists in the practice of what is 
known as ‘block booking,’ that is, the 
contracting by the distributors with 
an exhibitor for a whole season’s 
output, with minor exceptions. It is 
urged by the plaintiff that under 
present conditions it may be impos- 
sible for a new theatre to be built 
and successfully operated in any 
place within several miles of an- 
other theatre which may have con- 
tracted under block booking for 
practically all new films, except with 
the objectionable clearance provis- 
ions. Of course this may be the re- 
| sult in any given case and is alleged 
,to be in that of the plaintiff; but 
| there is evidence in this case that 
| such a condition does not ordinarily 
| prevail, there being numerous in- 


| Stances where in recent years new ' 
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‘OSCAR ASKS oN 
YEAR’S TOP GADGETS 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

Research Council, set up last year 
by Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, sent out letters to vari- 
ous studios requesting nominations 
for Oscars to be awarded for scien- 
tific and technical achievements in 
the film industry for 1939. Nomina- 
tions close Jan, 22. 

Awards were handled last year by 
a board of judges, but the switch 
was made because the Research 
Council functions throughgut the 
year and is declared better quali- 
fied to judge. 


Harry Davis Dies at 78 


In Pittsburgh; Founder 
Of the First Nickelodeon 


Harry Davis, 78, one of the picture 
biz pioneers and even before that a 
well-known figure in the show world, 
died last week in his hotel apart- 
ment, Pittsburgh, after an illness of 
more than 12 years. Davis, who with 
his brother-in-law, late State Sena- 
tor John P. Harris, founded the first 
nickelodeon in the U. S. in 1905, suf- 
fered a stroke in December, 1927, 
and had been an invalid since. 

Davis was born 














trying a:variety of jobs, he got his 
first taste of show biz as a carnival 
spieler and later launched a series 
of walking matches in Pittsburgh’s 
old Grand Central rink. This gave 
him his first bankroll. From that 
point, his rise was rapid and by the 
turn of the century he was also op- 
erating the Harry Davis Eden Musee 
and the Pittsburgh Opera House. 

Real rise of Davis, however, 
started with the nickelodeon, a name 
which his press agent, Eugene L. 
Connelly, coined for him after the 
price of admission (5c) and ‘odeon,’ 
Greek word meaning theatre. Short- 
ly after, he was operating 35 of the 
5c emporiums in the Pittsburgh dis- 
trict and even went into production | 
himself in a Pittsburgh warehouse 
to supply himself with product. 


and concentrated thereafter on ex- , 
hibition. | 


in Bilackfriar’s | 
Row, London, in 1861 and arrived in! 
Pittsburgh when he was nine. After ' 


}on 


Davis soon gave that up, however, | 
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‘GWIW Diverts 
Metros Ist Run 
Films on Bway 


The indeterminate run of ‘Gone 
With Wind’ at the Capitol, N. 7. 
day-and-date with the twice-daily 
$2 Astor, throws the Metro product 
on the first-run market for Broad- 
way under individual negotiation 
and booking. The Cap has been the 
Metro show-window ever since it 
was built 20 years ago. 


Music Hall, which obtained ‘Nin- 
otchka’ and ‘Balalaika’ from Metro, 
getting nice runs out of both, has 
bought ‘Shop Around the Corner’ 
from the same distributor and is ex. 
pected to have first call on the com- 
pany’s product from now on. ‘Shop 
Around Corner’ stars Margaret Sul- 
lavan and James Stewart. It will go 
into the Hall following the current 
‘Hunchback’ .(RKO), or after an- 
other picture. 


Another Metro release available 
now, ‘Judge Hardy and Son,’ goes 
into the Criterion, opening Wednes- 
day (17). The Paramount tried to 
get the ‘Hardy’ film. January re- 
leases also include ‘The Earl of 
Chicago,’ ‘Congo Maisie,’ ‘Lambeth 
Walk.’ (English-made), but nothing 
has been done so far on this early 
1940 trio. 

While it is possible that some 
Metro film may be shifted into the 
second-run State, which plays vau- 
deville, these wiii not be pictures 
which have holdover potentialities, 
due to the vaude booking situation, 
| with stage shows booked in advance 
a weekly basis. Criterion, a 
secondary first-run, is more likely to 
be favored with better product than 
it has been getting, Loew's being 
operator of the house, 


Job Selling 
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position ne held at $100 weekly was 
a two-year elective office. 


Defendants include Joseph W. Car- 






































Davis was also a legit enthusiast | Penter, Ed Heim, Walter R. Grady 
and his old Harry Davis Stock com-| 2nd other members of executive 
pany in Pittsburgh developed such | board and officials of defunct local; 
stars as Thomas Meighan, Hugh J.| Local 44, IATSE, its secretary and 


and each of the large distributors 
serves several thousand. When a 
motion picture is photographed, 
called the negative, it is necessary to 
make numerous ‘positive’ reproduc- 
tions thereof, called prints. These 
are expensive, costing $200 to $300 
each. In common practice only sev- 
eral hundred prints are made of any 


of the parties and the extent of the; motion picture theatres have been 
effect on the public, I have not been | opened in Baltimore City and are 
able to conclude that the stipulations | now being successfully operated. 
for clearance in the present case are | Nor does the evidence show that it 
in unreasonable restraint of compe- | is impossible for the plaintiff to suc- 


Ward, Henrietta Crosman, Thomas 
W. Ross and William Powell. By 
early 1927, the Harry Davis Enter- 
prises included Davis theatre, home 
of two+a-day vaude; Alvin and Pitt, 
both legit sites; Million Dollar Grand, 


billiard halls and bowling alleys 
housed in the Grand building. On Dec. 
15 of that year, Davis and his as- 
sociates sold their holdings to Stan- 
ley Co. of America (Water Warner 


stricken with paralysis, never to rise 

from bed again. 
Before the sale, 

brother-in-law, 


Davis and his 
Harris, had _ con- 


trolled separate corporations, with | 
Harrises also selling out to Stanley 


Co. couple of years later, to reor- 
gZanize again in 1934. In addition to 


'ter of Irving Pichel, screen actor- 
director), whom he married in 1907, 
Davis leaves one sister, Mrs. John P. 
Harris, mother of John H. Harris. 
present head of Harris Amus. Co. 
Burial ‘was in Homewood ceme-. 


Duquesne, Lyric, Ritz, Schenley and | 


Bros.) and 12 days later he was | 


his widow, former Edith Pichel (sis- | 


Local 80, 


secretary and biz rep; Local 165, 


| president, secretary and biz rep; Lo- 
| cal 727, secretary and biz rep; Local 
1728, and IATSE prexy George 


| Browne and other officers. 


| business representative; 





SWG Must Invite Itself 
Washington, Jan. 9. 
If the Screen Writers Guild wants 
| to demonstrate that its plea for re- 
; opening of the 1939 tiff with major 
producers was not ‘inspired’ by 
somebody connected with the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board, it will 
have the chance to tell the House 
Labor Relations Investigating Com- 
mittee so. But it cannot air general 
grievances about the studio man- 
agers, or use the Congressional hear- 
ings as a sounding-board. 

| Opportunity to testify will be 
| granted if requested, Judge Edmund 
M. Toland, counsel of the House 
probers, said Saturday (6), follow- 
ing receipt of a telegram from Sheri- 
dan Gibney, president of the Guild, 
protesting against ‘insinuations’ in 
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one picture. It is therefore obvious 
that there must be a rotation in 
their exhibition by different thea- 
tres. In practice the prints are dis- 
tributed to the several districts of 
the United States for local distribu- 
tion and_ exhibition. Commonly 
only four to ten prints are made for 
the district served by the Washing- 
ton office. Generally one of these 
is distributed to each of the larger 
cities within the States served from 
the Washington branch office for 
what is called the first-run of the 
pictures, which is the greatest rey- 
enue producer for the distributor, as 
it is"said that about 50% of the total 
revenue from the exhibition of any 
one picture comes from the first run. 
It is also a common feature of the 
license for the exhibition of the first 
run to provide clearance of twenty- 
one days over oa oye runs in 
the same city. After this period has 
expired subsequent runs of the pic- 
ture are licensed to other theatres 
in the same city, usually called 
“neighborhood” theatres; and there 
are later exhibitions of fhe picture 


= 


being a clearance period of variable 
amount between the first and sub- 
sequent runs at neighborhood thea- 
tres in the same competitive terri- 


and there was nothing unusual 
under the circumstances of this case. 
The evidence shows clearly enough 
that a substantial part of the patron- 
age of the Edgewood theatre comes 
from Ten Hills and its vicinity, and 
it was not unnatural, in accordance 
with the practice in the business, for 
the defendant exhibitor, the Lynd- 
hurst Corporation, to request it. Nor 
was there ri gay | unusual in its 
being granted by the five distribu- 
tors in their several contracts. The 
evidence does not show that the par- 
ties acted otherwise than individu- 
ally and separately in accordance 
with their own judgment as to their 
respective common interests, and the 
contracts made for 1939-1940 were 
substantially merely renewals of 
prior existing contracts between the 
arties. For 10 years or more the 
gewood theatre had been doing 
business with these five distributors. 
It had been successful both for itself 
and for them in producing revenue; 
and any impairment of its gross rev- 
enues would obviously diminish the 
return to the several distributors. 
It was urged by counsel for the 
plaintiff that undue pressure was 
put upon the distributors to grant 


tition. A fourteen-day clearance pe- | 
riod is not uncommon in duration 
in 
the agreement of the parties for it | 


cessfully operate its theatre as a sec- 
|ond run neighborhood house, because 
| there are many such theatres in Bal- 
timore which apparently are op- 
erated with fair success. And it does 
not appear that the plaintiff has 
given a fair trial to business of that 
character. As ‘has been noted, the 
plaintiff can obtain any or all pic- 
tures of the defendant distributors 
for exhibition after the two weeks’ 
clearance period. But however that 
may be, block booking has been held 
legal and unobjectionable as a trade 
practice (Fed. Trade Comm. v. Para- 
mount Famous Lasky Corp., 2 Cir. 
57 F. 2d. 152) and its legality is not 
here directly in issue. Furthermore 
it is clearly the established law that 
the distributors have the right to se- 
lect their customers (Fed. Trade 
Comm. v. Beech-Nut Packing Co., 
257 U. S. 441; Great Atl. & Pac. Tea 
Co. v. Cream of Wheat Co., 224 F. 
566; 2 Cir. 227 F. 46; Arthur v. Kraft- 
Phenix Cheese Co; 26 F. Supp. 824) 
and therefore the plaintiff has no 
absolute right to demand exhibition 
rights for the pictures of any of the 
distributors. Possibly it may be also 
said that the plaintiff’s attitude in 
negotiating for pictures has been 
mnatory rather than conciliatory. 

I reach the conclusion of law that 
the plaintiff’s bill in this case must 





the clearance by reason of the large 
Durkee interests in motion picture | 





tory. It is only by this procedure 


theatres in Baltimore; but I do not | 
find sufficient evidence to support 


|be dismissed with taxable court 


costs allowed to the defendants. 
Counsel may present the appropriate 
order in due course. 


tery, Pittsburgh, Friday (5), body | the testimony of Dr. William S. 
being placed in a crypt also bearing | Leiserson, star witness and newest 
that of showman’s mother. | N.L.R.B. member. Gibney demanded 





Lloyd Outfit Quartered 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. | 
Frank Lloyd checked into the old | 
Harold Lloyd bungalow on the Gen- | 
eral Service lot to open quarters. 
for his new indie production outfit in | 
partnership with Jack Skirball. 
Their first production is ‘Tree of 
Liberty,’ to be released by Columbia, 
from which the story was purchased. | 
Shooting starts about April 1. | 
Universal will distribute four of 
five pictures to be made for next | 
season by Lloyd in association with | 
Jack Skirball, who negotiated the 
financing. Columbia gets the other 
one, 








GRID STAR IN FILM 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

Kenny Washington signed for a 
screen debut with Million Dollar 
Productions in a_ pigskin feature 
based on his gridiron exploits for | 
U.C.L.A. 

All-American back recently turned 
pro. 








that the committee ‘spread’ his wire 


of the records, claiming that instead 
of 


acting by  prearrangement, 
Charles Bracket, SWG board chair- 
man, was seeking ‘in good faith’ to 
invoke aid of the N.L.R.B. in trying 
to negotiate a contract ith the 
majors. 

The Guild bleat is an aftermath of 
the first two days of the House Com- 
mittee hearing in which mystifying 
references were made to the ‘smelly’ 
Universal case. No detailed testi- 
mony has been recorded, although 
the exhibits include two memos 
which Dr. Leiserson complained 
against reopening of the writer-pro- 
ducer tiff. : 





Bowers’ 1-Pic Deal 


William Bowers planed to the 
Coast last week on a one-picture 
scripting assignment for 20th-Fox. 
Untitled yarn will be directed by 
Gregory Ratoff. 

Writer is due back in eight weeks 
and expects to start immediately on 
the book for a musical by Jerome 
Kern and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d. 
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“THAT'S FOR NOTHIN’” 





























LAST WEEK | WAS SUPPOSED TO BE IN 


THE BIG BOOK 


| 4 That 34th Anniversary Issue 
With the Green Cover 











I goes into hidin’—and they can’t find me— 


| emerges—and they corner me and they ask me 
if I’m goin’ to be in this week. 





| says ‘‘What’s It Going to Get Me’’— 
They says “NOTHIN — 


So—on account of their truthfulness | says 
‘‘Here’s the Copy’— — : 





Which Tells Nothin’ and Gets Me Nothin’ 


Jimmy (Schnozzle) Durante 


Management LOU CLAYTON 
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‘Chains vs. Indies’ Renewed 


Battle 





In Mobile: Other Theatre News 








Mobile, Ala., Jan. 9. 

The fight here between the chain 
operators of theatres and independ- 
ents entered another round when 
the Saenger Theatres Corp., opera- 
tors or three houses in the down- 
town section, announced it would 
build a new film theatre in extreme 
western residential section. The site 
is close to that of the Azalea, an in- 
dependent house operated by Charles 
B. King & Co., which recently won 
a decision over 20th Century- 
Fox, requiring the producers to give 
King the privilege of choice of pic- 
tures in 60 days time after they are 
played by the Saenger theatres. 

Saenger has obtained a 25-year 
lease on a | oy of land in the nabe 
section and the new playhouse will 
cost around $30,000. Plans call for a 
seating capacity of 700. 

At the present time there are 14 
ic theatres in the county of Mobile, 
wo devoted exclusively to colored 
patrons. All of the houses are on a 
paying basis, managers report. 





WB Closes Cleve. House 


Cleveland, Jan. 9. 

Warners Lake, 800-seater in center 
of theatrical section, was shuttered 
Saturday (6) atthe end of 10 weeks’ 
experiment to establish it as a 25c 
double-feature house. 

With closing, Irving Rubin, who 
managed Lake, is being shifted back 
to Warners nabe Colony as assistant. 
Steve David, second in charge, also 
returning there as chief of service. 

Syd Dannenberg, head of WB pub- 
licity and advertising, was granted 
leave of absence because of illness 
and left Monday (8) for Hollywood 
to take rest-cure. During absence 
Manny Pearlstein is handling de- 
coal or aided by newly appointed 

on Reilly, transferred here from 
Plaza, Sandusky, which he managed. 
Guy Ellis, recovered from auto acci- 
dent injuries suffered last Septem- 
ber, returns this week to assistant 
manager’s post at Warners Variety. 


Pitt Happenings 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 

Mrs. Peter Gorris, widow of the 
veteran exhibitor, has taken over the 
operation of her husband’s Star thea- 
tre in nearby Glassport, Pa. Gorris 
died couple of months ago and since 
then house has been managed by a 
brother, John Gorris, one-time local 
theatre man, but more recently in 
restaurant biz in the east. 

Wilt theatre in Ligonier, Pa., for 
number of years operated by H. G. 
Wilt, has been bought and closed by 
Alex Alexas, who recently opened 
the New Ligonier there. Acquisition 





gives Alexas all of the product al- 
lotments of old house, which will be 
dismantled. ; 

Couple of marriages among exhibs 
just announced here. Louis Rothen- 
stein, Cambridge Springs, Pa., thea- 
tre owner, married Celia Wein Sun- 
day (7) and Mildred Breakstone be- 
came bride of Jack White, manager 
of Novelty theatre on Northside, 
which is owned by a relative, Jacob 
Richman. 





Buffalo Events 


Buffalo, Jan. 9. 

Bernie Zeeman, assistant manager 
of Columbia branch operations, here 
for a few days, likewise Bill Suss- 
man and George Roberts, eastern di- 
vision and district managers, re- 
spectively, of 20th-Fox. ‘ 

Bud Stewart upped to assistant 
booker at Paramount. Bert Frees, 
formerly Grand National branch 
manager, has taken the Republic 
sales job left vacant by Nat Marcus. 

Lou Weinberg, Columbia eastern 
sales manager, checking the Buffalo 
exchange. 

Hollywood, Lackawanna, _ has 
bowed in. again under Dipson-Basil 
management.- Plaza, Rochester, re- 
lighted by Max Bobel after remodel- 
ing and redecoration. Lyric, for- 
merly the Park, reopened by George 
Williams. 


Fall Brings 15G Suilt 


Syracuse, Jan. 9. 

Suits totalling $15,000 have been 
filed against the S. K. E. Operating 
Co., Ltd., owners of the Schine-Eckel 
theatre here, as the aftermath of a 
fall Oct. 29 by Mrs. Mary Presutto, 
a patron, while descending a stair- 
way leading to the theatre lounge. 
Mrs. Presutto is seeking $10,000 for 
the injuries she allegedly suffered. 
Her husband, William Presutto, has 
sued for $5,000 for medical expenses 
and loss of his wife’s services. 








Neth Buys Lincoln, Columbus 


3 Columbus, Jan. 9. 

Purchase of the Lincoln theatre 
building, for a price in excess of 
$100,000, has been made Mn J. 
Real Neth Theatres Co. opert 
includes the Lincoln theatre, whic 
has a seating capacity of 1,000, four 
stores, a ballroom on the second floor 
and offices on the third floor. The 
transaction was completed with 
James H. and Virginia L. Moore, of 
Cleveland. 

Neth has operated the Lincoln 
during the last five years. It also 
operates the Clinton, State, Mark- 
ham, Eastern and Cameo. 





J. Real Neth, local circuit head, 


” 








New York Theatres 
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THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 


THEATRES 






7 





GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


While these engagements are limited, 
G WT W will not be shown except at 
advanced prices... ut least until 1941. 


ASTOR Daily 2:15, 8:15. Prices: 

B'wayA45th MATINEES (Exe. Sat., 

All Seats Sun., Hol.) 7%5¢ to $1.10. 

Reserved EVENINGS $1.10 — $2.20. 
i] 


CAPITOL Come in at any time and see an 
B’way&Sist entire show, Last presentation 










starts at 9 P. M. PRICES: Before 
10:3 6 P.M. (8 °. a. Sat., Sun. & 


le e Bal. 75c; Lowes 
$1.10. After6 P.M. (3 P. M. Sat., 
Sun. & Hol.) Orch. & Bal. $1.10; 
Loges $1.65. All Pricesincludetax 
















HELD OVER 


"The LIGHT 
THAT FAILED" 


UNITED Broadway 
ARTISTS RIVOLI at 49th St. 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 





| Starts Friday, Jan. 12th 


“INVISIBLE | 
STRIPES” 


A Warner Bros. Picture | 














IN PERSON 


SHEP FIELDS and ORCH. 
STRAND gr 














4%th St, 








HELD OVER 


“GULLIVER’S |\cany mace 
TRAVELS” 


& 
A Paramount Picture 




















RADIO 


arr MUSIC HALL 


“His Girl Friday” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


GLENN GRAY 
PARAMOUNT i™. 


AND HIS ORC. 
P , ‘ 


Last Times Wed. 
GARBO in 
“NINOTCHKA” 
In Person 
Frankie Masters 
and His Orch. 





Thurs., Jan. 11th 

William Myrna 

POWELL LOY 
“ANOTHER 
THIN MAN” 


On Stage 
N.T.G. & Revue 




















PICTURES 


named welfare director in the ¢cabi- 
net of Mayor Floyd Green. Neth 
also a member of the city traffic 
commission, 








Tri-States Shuts Omaha Par 
Omaha, Jan. 9. 

Tri-States put its ‘white elephant,’ 
the 3,000-seat Paramount, back in 
moth. balls after a two-month ex- 
pensive experiment. Deluxer is just 
off the beaten path, and has been 
open only about two months out of 
each of last six yee. 

House opened in November on 
strong stage-screen policy featuring 
Marcus show, Phil Spitalny and Cab 
Calloway orchs in succession. Takes 
were only so-so. Then Tri-States 
switched ideas, giving vaude to the 
Orpheum and putting Paramount on 
‘big picture’ basis. This also was 
ng. ? 


Rosenblatt Better 

Leon Rosenblatt, operator of the 
World Circuit, with 10 houses in 
Jersey and Staten Island, has been 
bedded for more than four weeks 
with bronchial pneumonia. He’s on 
way to recovery now. Bernie Brooks, 
a assistant, has been subbing for 
him. 


MONO PLAYDATE' 
DRIVE; FILM 
DEALS 


A five-week playdate drive is be- 
ing undertaken by Monogram start- 
ing Feb. 25, with three important 
prizes, amount not stated, to be 
awarded on the basis of the best re- 
sults obtained among the company’s 
30 exchanges. Prizes will be given 
to branches finishing first, second 
and third. 

The drive has been scheduled to 
coincide with the release of numer- 
ous top-budget pictures on the Mono 
program. 

Late deals closed by Mono include 
the Warner theatres in the Buffalo 
area, Publix-Bamford in Charlotte, 
L. Reinheimer circuit of Chicago, 
Harris-directed theatres in Pennsyl- 
vania, Lichtman Theatres, Washing- 
ton; United Detroit Theatres (Par) 
of Detroit, and Fox-West Coast 
houses in San Francisco. 














WB Sets Colorado Deal 

Warner Bros. has negotiated a 
product deal on the current (1939- 
40) product with the Colorado Corp., 
operating 11 houses in and around 
Los Angeles. 

Jack Brower of L. A. acted for 
Warners under the supervision of 
W. E. Callaway, western district 
manager. 





RKO Contracts 
Several deals have been closed by 








RKO, covering its 1939-40 product, 


west. 

They include the Frisina circuit 
of 19 houses in Illinois, Missouri and 
Iowa; Fanchon & Marco circuit in 
St. Louis, Nasser chain in San Fran- 
cisco and Alameda, the Publix-Mace 
group of 11 theatres in Arizona, De- 
mordaunt-Drennan circuit in Idaho 
and the Moran-Isley chain in Okla- 
homa, comprising nine situations. 


Charge Par Violated 








Los Angeles, Jan. 9. 
H. S. Carrasco, State Labor Com- 
missioner at San Francisco, will 
pass on charges preferred against 
Paramount for asserted violation of 
rules governing employment of 


with chains in the midwest and far ! 


Labor Law On Minors 





minors in pictures, hearing on 
which was held last week behind | 
closed doors by Thomas Barker, in | 
charge of the Los Angeles office. 

Charges followed Par’s reported | 
failure to obtain proper work per- 
mits for minors used in its ‘The 
Biscuit Eater.’ Studio faces pos- | 
sible loss of its right to hire juv- | 
eniles for future picture work, in- | 
cluding use of those already under 
contract. 


| 
| 
{ 





Dinkie Freeman Emotes 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

Charles J. (Dink) Freeman, Jr., | 
son of the general manager of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists in New York, 
was chosen top (amateur) actor of 
all the film studios’ employees’ dra- 
matic groups. Award landed young 
Freeman a berth with the Pasadena 
Players, 

Freeman’s acting chores call for | 
his doubling from Columbia’s cutting | 








room, 
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Inside Stuff —Pictures 














Marriage and announced retirement from show business of Jane 
was a surprise to her friends as well as to the profession. 


Bryan 
Regarded ag 


one of the most promising younger actresses in Hollywood, Miss Bryan 
recently scored a personal success in ‘We Are Not Alone,’ with Paul M 

and has two subsequent pictures ready for release. She was under a seven. 
year contract to Warners, the deal having about three years to go. Actresg 
was dissatisfied with her treatment by Warners and, although she was 
known to be anxious to get out of her cuntract, had made no attempt to 


buy it up, or break it. 


However, she recently refused to do ‘Marr 


ied, 


Pretty and Poor,’ to which she had been assigned following her return to 


Hollywood from a visit east. 


‘featurettes’ as punishment. 


Subsequently she and Olivia De Havilland, 
who likewise balked at doing the picture, 


were assigned to a series of 


Warners refused to permit Miss Bryan to accept an offer from George 
Abbott last season to do a part in the legit comedy, ‘Mrs. O’Brien Enter. 
tains.’ She was particularly anxious to do the show, not only because she 
had stage ambitions, but also because her real name was O’Brien and she 
had taken a sentimental fancy to the play for that reason. She was also 
reported considered by the group Theatre for the lead in the forthcoming 
Clifford Odets play, ‘Night Flight,’ and had been approached regarding 
another future Broadway show, as well as for strawhat engagements next 


summer, 


Wedding to Justin W. Dart, general manager of the Walgreen Drug Co, 
took place New Year’s Eve in the Chicago apartment of her parents, Mr, 
and Mrs. James O’Brien, who also have a home in Brentwood Heights, 
Los Angeles. Mr. O’Brien is an attorney. Dart is a beneficiary of the will 
of Charles R. Walgreen, founder of the drug concern, from whose daughe 
ter, Mrs. Ruth Walgreen Dart, he was divorced. Wedding was private 
and no pictures of the principals either before or after the ceremony 


appeared. 





Annual financial statement of Universal, covering the fiscal year, ended 
last October, probably will not be issued for two or three weeks, when U 


officials return from the Coast. 


First meeting of directors this year was 


held Thursday (4), with only routine business taken up. Stockholders’ 
meeting is in March at Wilmington, Del. 





David O. Selznick has been made a member of the advisory board of 
the National Education Assn.’s; Committee on Motion Pictures, Department 


of Secondary Education. 


It is the first time that a film producer has been 


appointed a member of this academic organization. 





Warners is mulling the idea of a comparative unknown for the title role 
in ‘Knute Rockne.’ Studio tried to borrow Spencer Tracy from Metro, but 


the deal failed to jell. 


Script has been ready for some time. 





THUGS GET $1,360 FROM 
WB HOUSE IN RACINE 


Milwaukee, Jan. 9. 

While patrons were watching a 
picture, bandi ced their way into 
the office of Warner’s Venetian, Ra- 
cine, Wis., tied up the manager and 
five other employes and escaped with 
$1,360. Two bandits did the actual 
job, while a third waited at the 
wheel of a car outside. 

The stickup took place just after 
the boxoffice closed at 10 p.m. on 
New Year’s day. Less than six 
months ago a lone bandit stuck up 
the same theatre and got away with 
$1,200. 








House Mgr. Pinched 


Oakland, Cal., Jan. 9. 

Alex Levin, manager of the Vogue, 
Alameda, which he formerly owned 
with the Nasser Bros., was arrested 
Jan. 6 on complaint of studio check- 
ers on theft charges. 

According .to District Attorney 
Ralph Hoyt, Levin had been reliev- 
ing the doorman for certain periods 


during the night, holding out tickets 
'from the chopper and giving them 
| back to the cashier for resale. His 
take, according to charges, averaged | 
as high as $100 a night. The girl was 


absolved. 





Kibbey Freed 


Montreal, Jan. 9. 
Charles E. Kibbey, accountant of 
Consolidated Theatres, Ltd., was 
freed at a preliminary hearing 
Thursday (4) when forgery and 


theft charges totalling $1,200 brought | 


against him were abandoned. L. A. 
Sperber, counsel for the company, 
advised Judge Jules Desmarais that 


| there was no evidence to offer on the 


charges. 





Yeggmen Fail in 2 Tries 


a Winnipeg, Jan. 9. 
Yeggmen spent an_ unprofitable 
New Year’s in Winnipeg when they 


| attempted to smash safes in two Win- 


nipeg theatres. Bandits bound and 
gagged night watchman Arthur Win- 
slow, of the Capitol, and then at- 
tempted to break open the safe in the 
office of assistant manager Nestor 
Novak. They finally gave up and 
left by a side door. 


A policeman disturbed bandits who |McLaughlin in N. Y. Tuesday (2) 


were attempting to shatter the safe | 


of the Rose theatre. Both attempts 
occurred New Year’s morning after 
midnight shows. No arrests have 
been made, 





Thugs in Skirts 
Detroit, Jan. 9. 

Dressed in women’s clothing, two 
young bandits held up Grand Rapids 
Vogue theatre last Tuesday (2) and 
got.away with $40. 

Jean Sowa, the cashier, said the 
pair whipped out the guns from un- 


|der their skirts, 





iday (5). 


Tiff Looms Between 
20th-Fox, U on Quints; - 
Pathe Cold on Renewal 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

Resignation by Dr. Allan Dafoe 
from Canadian Board of Guardians 
and recommendation that the Dionne 
Quints be returned to their parents, 
may precipitate a tiff between 20th- 
Fox and Universal. Universal has a 
contract with father of the Quints 
for a picture while 20th’s pact is 
with girls’ guardians, Ontario Come 
mission of Welfare. 

If Quints are turned back to pa- 
rents, both studios will press their 
claims. 








Pathe News, which has held exclu- 
sive newsreel rights on the Dionne 
Quintuplets ever since photographs 
of the Canadian babies were permit- 
ted, probably will not renew its ex- 
clusive pact this year. Rights cost 
the newsreel about $25,000 annually. 

Pathe News officials said yester- 
day (Tuesday) that no definite de- 
cision had been reached, but that a 
renewal was unlikely. 





$50,000 BLAZE RUINS 


ALABAMA HOUSE 


Mobile, Ala., Jan. 9. 
Paramount theatre in Andalusia, 
Alabama, was destroyed by fire Fri- 
The blaze started in the 





| heating system a short time before 





the theatre opened. 
House was owned and operated by 
C. S. O’Neal & Co., and with equip- 


| ment, was valued at $50,000. O'Neal 





said that he would rebuild. 





Rochester House Damaged 
Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 9. 
The rear of the Lake theatre, a 
unit of the Schine chain, was dam- 
aged by fire Tuesday (2) to the exe 
tent of $3,000. 


20th, Roxy Win Point 
In Tax Reduction Suits 


‘Supreme court justice Charles B. 








granted an application by the Roxy 
Theatres Corp., and gave the Tax 
Commission of N. Y. until Feb. 13 to 
answer a writ of certiorari by the 
theatre, or be held in contempt of 
court. The theatre is attempting to 
get a reduction from $4,100,000 to 
$3,125,000 in assessments for 1939-40, 
and the commission has failed to put 
in an appearance in court. 

Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp. 
is also attempting to secure a reduc- 
tion of $215,000 on three pieces of 
property it owns in N. Y., which 
were assessed $1,590,000. 
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LEM. ACCEPTS ARMISTICE 


Affiliates Protest Shortened Chainbreak 





NBC Decides Not to Make Issue of Pause Between 
Bergen and ‘One Man’s Family’ 








NBC abandoned the idea of re- 
ducing to five seconds the chain- 
reak which comes between the 
harlie McCarthy show and ‘One 
Man’s Family’ on the red link Sun- 
day nights after a aumber of the 
affiliated stations concerned raised a 
vigorous protest. The executive 
gommittee of the Independent Radio 
Network Affiliates added its bit to 
the revolt by dispatching wires to 
red affiliates urging them to ignore 
the network’s proposal and use the 
full 20-second break as has been the 
established trade practice. 

The network had acted on the re- 
quest of J.* Walter Thompson, 
agency on Standard Brands, which 
gontrols the two programs in ques- 
tion. The agency took the position 
that even if the 8 to 9 p.m. stretch 
eontained two programs instead of 
the previous full hour show the set- 
up should continue to be treated as 
an unbroken hour and_6 stations 
should be prevented from using the 
hiatus between the two programs 
for a chainbreak announcement. As 
the agency saw it, this objective 
could be realized if the break for 
tation identification were cut to 
ve seconds. 

Following the influx of affiliate 
rotests, NBC declined to make an 

ue of the matter and let the same 
amount of identification time apply 
to the Standard Brands shows as is 
customary for any other contiguous 
half hours. The Standard Brands 
exception was to go into effect last 
Sunday (7). 

The IRNA committee in its wire 
stated: ‘Acceptance by you of the 
reduced five-second standby period 

ould establish a damaging prece- 

nt which might ultimately lead to 

, the elimination of the essential serv- 
jces you render during station break 
periods.’ , 


Cancels NBC Lady Esther 
Session Which Lagged 
Behind CBS Duplicate 


Lady Esther has cancelled the half 
— it fills with Guy Lombardo on 

e NBC-red Friday nights. The 
wide discrepancy in rating when 
Compared to what the same band 
Tegisters in its Monday night spot 
gn CBS had much to do with the 
@ancellation. 

Lombardo’s Friday night opposi- 
tion is ‘Grand Central Station’ (Lis- 
terine). 


HARRISON ANDERSON 
SUCCEEDS BELLOWS 


St. Paul, Jan. 9. 
Harrison F. Anderson was ap- 
ointed director of public relations 
or General Mills. Fills the vacancy 
@aused by the death of Henry A. 
Bellows on Dec. 29. 
New director formerly was with 














the Honolulu Advertiser, NBC, and | 


the Portland Oregonian. 
Gordon A. Hughes, formerly as- 


' *gistant director of research with 


ord & Thomas, Chicago, is now 
ith the market analysis research 
epartment of General Mills. 


Orth Bell Will Be 
Re-Discovered by CBS 


_Orth Bell, who does e lunatic rou- 
he as ‘Uncle Jonathan,’ will go 
into CBS’ ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ in 
the near future. He was discovered 
by that web on a Jersey City bur- 
Per, but was torpedoes this fall 
by the war jazzing up the schedules. 
He's been floating around on a CBS 
mid-aftehoon raft ever since. 

Now the idea is that his comedy, 
largely spoofing radio, is typically 
American and the CBS Sabbath 
showcase might be a nice place to 
exhibit him with the idea of re- 
discovering the discovery. 





vv 


Older the Better 


Pic and Pat, who tell black- 
face gags, are currently doing 
four special Saturday night ses- 
sins on the Alka-Sletzer Barn 
Dance program, The price is net, 
sans writers. 

Wade agency specified they 
wanted the comics to use old 
material that they had broadcast 
before, and didn’t want anything 
unfamiliar in the way of jokes: 


THOMPSON IN 
OLD GOLD W00 


J. Walter Thompson has resumed 
its romancing of the Old Gold ac- 
count (Lorillard) in a big way. 
There have been many approaches 
in recent years but it wasn’t until 
recently that Thompson started put- 
ting on a real courtship. 

Old Gold has been with Lennen & 
Mitchell for many years. 


THAT RUSH TELEGRAM 
FROM PHIL LENNEN 


Phil Lennen, of Lennen & Mitchell, 
startled station operators last week 
out of their post-New Year’s lethar- 
gy with a rush telegram urging 
them to submit immediately any 
available half-hour shows that would 
appeal to male listeners. The broad- 
casters shot the required data plus 
a copy of the wire to their reps in 
New York with an implied bit of 
eyebrow lifting as to how come the 
selfsame reps let this business slip 
by them. Upon inquiry the reps 
found that lLennen’s telegraphic 
splurge had come as a sudden after- 
thought on some data that his radio 
department had already collected for 
presentation to Lorillard in Union 
Leader’s behalf. 

Original inquiry from the agency 
reached the reps the Friday before 
Christmas, or just as they were pre- 
paring to hold some office parties. 
The inquiry was based on the propo- 
sition of two quarter-hour programs 
a week. It seems that when Lennen 
started going over the data the 
thought occurred to him that the ac- 
count might want to make it a week- 
ly half-hour schedule. Hence his dis- 
patch of telegrams over the signa- 

















radio director. 


day (Tuesday). 


‘Fuhrman Leaves WIP, 
Replaces KYW’s Martin 


Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 

Clarence Fuhrman, musical direc- 
itor of WIP for the past eight 
lyears, has resigned to take charge 
‘of the KYW music department 
|starting next Wed. (17). He re- 
|places Ken Martin, whose band has 
been with the studio since the resig- 
nation of Jan Savitt two years ago. 

No replacement has yet been made 
for the WIP spot. Several local 
bands are under consideration. 


Ripley Back Feb. 16 


Robert Ripley returns to CBS for 
Crown Cola Feb. 16. It will be the 
same Friday 10:30-11 p.m. spot. 

B. B. D. & O. is the agency. 


MRS, MELROSE VERY ILL 
Akron, O., Jan. 9. 
Edythe Fern Melrose, manager of 
WJW here, is in Peoples hospital 
with pneumonia. Reported to be 
holding her own. 
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IN ABEYANCE 


Musicians Union Will Study 
Station Behavior as 
Formal Pact Expires and 
Temporary Marking Time 
Policy Ensues— Broad- 
casters Debate Wisest 
Strategy 





- IRNA’S ‘HINT’ 





With the American Federation of 
Musicians disinclined at this time to 
force the issue of a renewal of con- 
tract, station operators are faced 
with an eraployment dilemma that 
has no precedent in the broadcasting 
industry. The threat of an im- 
mediate musicians strike has been 
dispelled. Broadcasters are not 
bound by written or oral agreement 
to retain their present quotas of 
musicians beyond Jan. 17, but yet 
there is a strong feeling among the 
leaders of the industry, which in- 
cludes the networks, that the present 
status of musicians employment 
should be maintained as is for moral 
and strategic reasons and that the 
only adjustments that should be 
made are those cases where the obli- 
gations have been conspicuously too 
heavy or inequitable. 

The networks have already de- 
clared themselves: as intending to 
retain their present quotas of 
musician personnel for both their 
originating points and their managed 
and owned stations. A_ similar 
course is inferentially urged by the 
executive committee of the Inde- 
pendent Radio Network Affiliates in 
a circular letter mailed out the past 
weekend. This circular states—'It is 
believed that if, even though relieved 
of the threat of a national strike un- 
der which the Plan of Settlement 
was negotiated in 1937, Affiliates 
generally elect to refrain from re- 
ducing employment when the Plan 
of Settlement expires, AFM will re- 
frain from renewing its demands for 
increased employment, at least at 
this time, and will not seek to exert 
on the industry pressure to effect 
such basic changes as it may find 
within its economic power and with- 
in the law.’ 

‘IRNA believes,’ continues the cir- 
cular, ‘that if affiliates generally are 
willing to continue employment of 
staff musicians, without compulsion 
and without reference to any na- 
tional plan, agreement or quota, then 
the AFM locals will, in general, rec- 
ommend to the AFM that emiploy- 
ment shall not be disturbed by any 
national demands or action by the 
AFM. It is recognized that there 
are some exceptional cases of undue | 





ture of Mann Holiner, the agency’s | hardship, ‘flagrant incompetence, or | 


| complete economic waste, where no} 


| new agreement. 


Submission of the collected data to ' reascnable person should expect full | 
the account was slated for yester- | continuance. 


It is also recognized | 
that there are many minor irritations 
in working conditions, but under the 
view here taken, such matters would 


| have to be worked out between sta- 


tions and AFM locals.’ 
Not Under Pact 
This state of armistice between the 
musicians union and the broadcast- 
ing industry was arrived at after 
Joseph N. Weber, AFM prez, had ad- 


| vised his locals not to enter into 


negotiations with broadcasters but 
to permit their members to go on 
working for the former without a 
Weber will spend 
the next several months in Florida 
because of his health, and IRNA'’s 
executive committee has relayed to 
its fellow broadcasters the belief that 
the ‘AFM will be guided in its next 
move largely by reports received 
from its locals as to the action of the 
affiliates in maintaining employ- 
ment’ after the expiration of the 
present agreement. 





| AFM’s attitude of letting things 


| tributed within the broadcasting in- 


| dustry to organized labor’s watchful | 


| reaction to the statement issued last 
| Nov. 20 by the U. S. Department | 
| of Justice on five types of unreason- 
| able employment restraints 
' 


STRIKE THREAT 


Red Out-Paces CBS by Half Million 
On Year; 1939's Fireworks Finish; 
Blue Topped $1,000,000 in December 





Joint gross billings for the three 
crosscountry networks in 1939 
amounted to $83,115,801, as compared 
to $71,728,400 for 1938. NBC’s ac- 
cumulative figure for 1939 was 
$45,244,354, an increase of 9.1% over 
the 1938 tally. CBS’ time sales last 
year came to $34,539,665, or 26.3% 
better than it had been in 1938, while 
Mutual did $3,329,789, which repre- 
sents a tilt of 14% over the preceding 


$3,529,154 for that month, a 39.5% 
margin over the billings for the like 
month of 1938. NBC accumulated 
$4,279,748, which was 10.1% above 
the December ’38 gross. Breakdown 
of last month’s figure credits $3,262,- 
504, an increase of 9.9%, to the red 
link and $1,017,244, a boost of 6.5%, 
to the blue network. It makes the 
first time that the blue has topped 





$1,000,000 since March ’39. Splitting 





Chain Income from Time Sales 





NBC 


























ee ee | one they will take on behalf of basic fused to pass the picket line. 


which | 
Assistant Attorney General Thurman skedded to be bounced on Sat. (13) | sicians again. 








1939 1938 1937 1936 
January ............ $4,033,900 $3,793,516 $3,541,999 $2,681,815 
February ........... 3,748,695 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 
March Ee 4,170,852 3,806,831 3,614,283 3,037,883 
. 3 MET 3,310,505 3,277,837 2,741,928 
errr - 3,702,102 3,414,200 3,214,819 2,561,720 
EN - Gtbh esae<'sdeeres 3,382,404 3,200,569 3,003,287 2,323,456 
err -- 3,283,555 2,958,710 2,707,450 2,429,983 
ERO r 3,312,570 2,941,099 2,784,977 2,422,431 
September ......... 3,315,307 2,979,241 2,850,581 2,886,637 
a - 4,219,253 3,773,964 3,339,739 3,696,489 
November .......... 4,234,984 3,898,919 3,381,346 3,468,728 
December .......... 4,279,748 3,887,072 3,639,086 3,558,590 
Wee Sebancsccecs $45,244,354 $41,462,679 $38,651,186 $34,523,960 
CBS 
1939 1938 1937 1936 
SE Senaiacd aves $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 
ee 2,541,542 2,680,334 2,264,317 1,909,146 
DY. aebdecnacdies 2,925,684 3,034,317 2,559,716 1,172,382 
PMEEE bien iaisecia wiais eee 2,854,026 2,424,180 2,563,478 1,950,939 
MD aeeWececcecvede Gee 2,442,283 2,560,558 1,749,517 
error Ter 2,860,180 2,121,495 2,476,567 1,502,763 
MEME Yk: 66 61% 605%6;%.0\ Saigiele 2,311,953 1,367,357 1,988,412 1,292,775 
PIER. 6:6.0:0.655.6 00 1e6 2,341,636 1,423,865 1,955,280 1,232,588 
September ....... e+ 2,563,132 1,601,755 2,028,585 1,883,932 
OIOUEE Seige seeces 3,366,654 2,387,395 2,505,485 2,429,917 
November .......... 3,474,163 2,453,410 2,654,473 2,429,917 
December .......... 3,529,154 2,529,060 2,786,618 2,433,353 
MOREL: 63 cies caaaieere $34,539,665 $27,345,396 $28,722,109 $21,888,252 
MUTUAL 
1939 1938 1937 

PORUBES ) Kass deerenied Staes $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 

February ...... canes s «e- 276,605 253,250 231,286 

LS OS ee aren er or eer 306,976 232,877 247,421 

WEEE Sasa cig tie oh ven hese 262,626 189,545 200,134 

PEE Sev ecs cat cobese wees 234,764 194,201 154,633 

WME tReet osesrieeocte css 228,186 202,412 117,388 

CS ARC Te rey ae 216,583 167,108 101,457 

BURG. . ciiccctinereeerers 205,410 164,626 96,629 

EEION- ac ou0 nesses 210,589 200,342 132,866 

Oe rr 428,221 347,771 238,683 

PROUOIINEE (odesmiawse sod . 327,045 360,929 258,357 

BPE - skcedenkeceecs - 317,699 337,369 245,465 

ORR. cir shine o crechaue aes $3,329,782 $2,920,324 $2,238,067 

aecrcnresncerannanereceresnentncntns tal 





year. Top income for a single link 
went to the NBC red, whose billings 
for 1939 totaled $34,982,162. This 
latter money rates as the largest ad- 
vertising expenditure made in any 
single medium during the past year. 

Columbia’s sharp upsurge con- 
tinued through December. It grossed 





of the 1939 total figures the blue’s 
billings at $10,262,191. 

Mutual’s time billings for 1939 gave 
it a new high, while sales for De- 
cember °39 were 5.8% less than they 
had been for parallel period of 1938. 
The Mutual gross for last month 
came to $317,699. 





Arnold described as ‘unquestionable 
One | 


violations of the Sherman Act.’ 
type he cited concerned the ‘compul- 
sory hiring of useless and unneces- 


| following announcement by station 


! 


Officials that it had made its final 
offer to Local 77, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, which was re- 


sary labor’ and broadcasters seized | jected. WPEN said it was willing to 
upon this angle as being applicable | spend $15,000 for its annual mu- 


|to the relations existing between | sicians’ bill and not a nickel more. 


themselves and the musicians union.| The union’s ‘last offer’ was $24,500. 
A special committee of broadcasters | With neither side willing to give an 
was organized to study this view-| inch, confabs broke off suddenly last 
point and eventually this committee | week and the members of the band 


became part of a general indie sta- 


| 
| were given their notice. 


tion-network committee assigned to | 


the same function. 
In a memo attached to the circular 


It is expected that the union will 
picket the station and transmitter as 


letter IRNA’s executive committee | S00n as its members are dropped, as 
urged the stations to furnish copies | they did when this action was first 


‘of the circular to local newspapers | taken last October. 


The band was 


so that ‘if renewed tension developes’ ; taken back after the station was 
the public will realize that any ‘posi- | forced off the air when the tech- 
tion forced on broadcasters will be | nicians and other studio help re- 


principle in American industry.’ 





WPEN’s Union Feud 
Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 


Because the American Communi- 
‘cations Association has recently inked 
|a new contract with the station it is 
{not believed that the members of this 


The house orchestra of WPEN is|CIO affiliate will support the mu- 





Tee CURSE 


a 


— 
3 ean ree 








accel ana ag uaa Soe LE RRaaees «me hagh ned adm tain 








: 
1 
i 
i 
ty 
| 
i 
me 
At 
7 
{ 
+i 
} 
| 
Hi 
3. 
4) 
‘ 
] 
i 
| 
4 
$f 


fo NOM fi ats a 





a: ar ii 


—— Fr 


oe 


oe gg ae 


aoa poe 


a 


SS non ee oa ne 


one 


os 
alee 2) 


Fa aS SS ASA Se wt i 





oe 





24 VARIETY 











Petroleum Industry Provided 177, of 
CBS’ 1939 Billings; Share Was 37, in 38 








Gasoline and oil distributors ac- 
counted for the biggest increase of 
time expenditures by the industry 
on the CBS books for 1939. The re- 
finers in the latter year became 
heavy users of news commentators 
and within a year raised their por- 
tion of the network’s billings from 
3% to 17%. In 1938 the puree 
group spent $993,909, while last year 
its billings on Columbia amounted 
to $2,390,774. 

The soaps remained pretty static, 
around 11% for either year. The 
automotive’s share of CBS income 
last year dropped to 7%. It had 
been 11% in 1938. Food and food bev- 
erage industry contributea $9,688,774 
last year as against $6,596,827 for °38, 
with the group’s share going from 
24% to 28%. 

While the tobacco companies spent 
$300, 000 more on CBS than they did 
in 1938, the comparative percentage 
underwent a drop. It was 18% of 
the whole in ’38, and for last year 
it was 15%. 

The drug and toilet goods indus- 
try delivered $1,800,000 more in gross 
billings for 1939 but the compara- 
tive increase figured but two points, 
moving from 20% to 22%. 


CBS CLIENTS 






vw 





a pin ppmlpely 








1939 BILLING 


. Lever Brothers Co..cccessses $3,592,672 
> General Foods Corp.......ee2 3,191,167 
8. Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co... 2,509,096 
4. Procter & Gamble Co. .eseeee 2,283,347 
5. Campbell Soup Co........- 2,253,083 
6. R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.. - 1,418,333 
7. William Wrigley, Jr., Co.... 1,304,391 
8 American Tobacco Co....-.. 1,286,703 
9. Chrysler Corp....... heseeewas 950,146 
10. Ford Motor Co......sseeee 949,297 
11, Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. 945,620 
12. Texas CO. .ccccccccccccsesce 875,418 
13. American Home Products 

CE cncsccleseChdacscocses 804,839 
14. Continental Baking Co...... 729,543 
15. Pet Milk Sales Corp.......- p 699,242 
16. Ethy] Gasoline Co.........++ 497.575 
17. HawaxX%an Pineapple Co., Ltd. 489,630 
18. Philip Morris & Co., Ltd..... 487,470 
19, Lambert Co. ...-.cccoocscveve eee 460,650 
20. U. S. Tobacco Co. .cccccccccs 450,075 
21, Lady Esther Co..... saeanese 439,875 
22. Campana Corp...... coeccccce 438,850 
2. Gulf Refining Co...enseceeee 426,360 
24. Prudential Insurance Co. of 

BINOVIGE: 66.6 00.00.04 6-5660-066.46 414,330 
25. Beneficial Management Corp. 390,895 
26. International Cellucotton 

Prods COrp. .cccesesceseses 384,430 
27. Cudahy Packing Co....«+--. 352,425 
28. Sterling Products, Inc....... 351,765 
RR a Ss Serer rer? ek 347,032 
30. Brown & Williamson To- 

eo ee eee ee eee YS 340,035 
$1. Sealtest, Inc......ccccccccese 25,550 
32.°U. S. Rubber Products Co... 301,850 
33. American O§] Co.......0- ¢eee 295,048 
34. Geo. A. Hormel & CO. .cccecs 283,753 
33. General Mills, Inc..... eveees 272,925 
PPE. BRB, cis0ccseesano< eeece 261,248 

37. International Silver Co..eece«. one 244 
88. Noxzema Chemical Co....ee. 5,058 
29. Chesebrough Mfg. Co..... eee a7" 385 
Oe. P, EMPieI CO. ccc ccoccéons ° 217,695 

me 41. Pure Oi] C0........eeeeeseeee 215,423 
. 42. E. I. du Pont de Nemours 

al ae ere eee ee 196,620 

’ 43, Griffin Mfg. i Ore er ee 190, 255 

44. Corn Products Refining Co... 164,983 
45. Household Finance Corp.. 134,763 
46. Lehn & Fink Products ess. 116,415 
a ee TOUNCOD, 5.cccc0ecdacnsue 103,475 
48. McKesson & Robbins, Inc... 102,375 
My OWOSR,. BG i066os cccaseseves ° 100,167 
30. Columbia Recording Corp.... 85,740 
Ae Oe EE errr 72,970 
52. Purity Bakeries Service 

NL, sews sieecda66bs00es6 o0n 63,985 
S8. Pennick & Ford, Ltd......... 63,620 
4. John H. Woodbury Co....... 56,020 
55. Calif Fruit Growers Ex- 
PRTG © o.nsb.cb ha s.06008600.000 54,041 
i SRO. TOR. cccasceeesnee 30,498 
57. Rio Grande Oil Co.....ccees e 27,540 
58. S & W Fine Foods, Inc...... 26,410 
59. Tidewater Associated Oil Co. 22,102 | 
60. Euclid Candy Co. of Calif.... 17,860 
Si, Duart Mig. Coa... Ltd... cccee 17,690 
62. Axton Fisher Tobacco CO. .c6 17,280 
ey OND NOW 6 6.0.0.0600646005008 16,310 
64. Chamberlain Laboratories, 
Per ere re) teeter 16,244 
ey, Gems GOR ORs 6 65065600 ness 15,275 
66. =m Transportation 
TT CTT ee peeves 11,000 
67. ey es Pictures, ‘Inc. ‘ 10,465 
68. Atlantic Refining ee etintsis 10,093 
69. Ralston Purina Co.........+. 285 
70. Twentieth Century-Fox Film 
ee $644650000005008 7,173 
Ze, GOES, - BAGiccccse oc ccccccccece 6,041 
72. Wilshire Olj Co....cccoccccce 5,940 
73. Holland Furnace Co. .ecccccce 5,645 
74. Bathasweet Corp... .ccccccccee 3,960 
75. Sofenz Sales COFP. cccceccecce 3,65. 
76. Cardinet Candy Co, .cscccccce 8,52 
ae, noe Gelatine Cod. ...66ccvece 3,050 


78. Old Trusty Dog Food Co..ecec. 2,704 


79. Calavo Growers of Calif..ece 2,560 
80. Colonial Dames, INnc....cceee 1,470 
P 81. I. d. . 2 eeeeeecesseos 691 
Political Advertisers. .c.cccccececs 5,352 


——-—__ 


GRAND TOTAL....ccecceeess +-$34,539, 665 





WAAT STAFFERS CAVORT 

Five staffers of WAAT, Jersey 
City, sailed last week on a West In- 
dies cruise on the Nieuw Amster- 
dam, 

They are Henry Wolf, A. Sehillin, 
Dorothy Rosenblum, Louis Sternrich 
and Lester Gerken. 


EXPENDI- 


——$ —————- 


CBS’ Industry B Break- down 


RADIO 
RELEASES OPTION 


Dave Elman’s ‘Cortacts’ Turned Back 
By Young & Rubicam 

















‘to retain its option on Dave Elman’s 
‘new program, ‘Contacts.’ It had 
| been making a study of the idea 
| show with a view to offering it to a 
client. 


‘audience participation program on 
ithe theme of how chance contacts 











Grand Total............$34,539,665 





President Roosevelt’s 
Voice Dubbed Into WGN 


‘Want a Job’ Program 


Chicago, Jan. 9. 

First use of President Roosevelt’s 
actual voice on a commercial pro- 
gram was made on WGN, the Chi- 
cago Tribune station, on Friday (5) 
for the ‘I Want a Job’ program, with 
the tie-up put over by the Schwim- 
mer & Scott agency here handling 
the show for the Hirsch Clothing 
firm. 


Friday’s session concerned the un- 
employment situation of young peo- 
ple, and by coincidence the Presi- 
dent’s speech to Congress had a con- 
siderable portion dévoted to the un- 
employment of the 17-27 year-old 
groups. 

Upon contacting Stephen Early, 
the S.&S. agency was able to obtain 
permission to use a transcription of 
the President’s speech which was 
sent on from New York and inserted 
into the show. 


It marks the first time that any 
agency has been able to accomplish 
such an arrangement for the Presi- 
dent’s actual voice, though other 
programs, such as the ‘March of 
Time’ have occasionally used imper- 
sonations. However, in recent years 
it is known that the President has 
frowned on the use of imperson- 
ators since such use might be mis- 
taken by the audience for the Presi- 
dent himself. 


HEINZ DECIDES TO 
AVOID COSTLY SHOW 


Deal between Eddie Cantor and 
Heinz products has gone cold. Ac- 
count has decided that it doesn’t 
want to go in for an expensive radio 
campaign just now. 

Maxon agency carried on the ne- 
gotiations in Heinz’s behalf. 











Ted Baum, former promotion man- 
ager for the Oregon Journal, which 
is affiliated with KOIN, has part- 
nered with Hal Short to open a new 
lozal advertising agency. 


TURE 

INDUSTRY ON CBS, have changed the course of many 
Foods, Food Beverages... $9,688,774 | lives. 
Drugs, Toilet Goods...... Hae o vA 
Cigarettes, Cigars, Tobacco 5,297, 
Soaps, House Supplies.... 4.032.142 | Qut-of-Town Agency 
Lubricants, Fuel.........- py Sna h St Lo Sh 
Automotive ..ccccccccccce & 
Confectionery, Soft Drinks 1,587,019 tc es ls ow 
Financial, Insurance....... 939,988 Ign 
Financial, Insurance...... 999 9¢¢| — Local Accounts Ignored 
Miscellaneous .......svece pao 
Shoes, Leather Goods..... 4 , 9. 
Radios, Phonographs, etc., 85,740 St. Louis, Jan 
Travel, Resorts........s6. | 11,000! a some four ‘—. - i 

ildi RS eatate 5,645 | Vertising agencies av 
Political - sue hol cane 5,352 | KXOK’s ‘Chestnut 99 44,’ a nightly 
Clothing, Dry Goods. ..e.- 691 | telephone-request show. Certified 


reports that 100,000 telephone calls 
came to the station in a 12- 
day period, didn’t draw a nibble. 
Last week Henry C. Klein of B.B.D. 
& O. Chicago, came to town to 
check on one of agency’s accounts, 
the Griesedieck Brewing Co. in this 
highly competitive larger field. 


He heard the KXOK show from 
his hotel room and immediately con- 
tacted Manager Ray V. Hamilton of 
the station. The next a.m. deal for 
225 night hours was closed on behalf 
of Griesedieck. 


SPITALNY AIRS FROM 
MIAMI AT $1 ADMISH 


Miami Beach, Jan. 9. 

Phil Spitalny’s commercial broad- 
cast for General Electric was made 
Sunday (7) from the stage of the 
local Olympia, where current, to $1 
admission. It was the first time the 
|GE show was so etherized from a 
stage. 

Spitalny is doing five shows in- 
stead of usual four, and looks for 
$21,000 gross in 2,300-seat house. 
Normal 40-55c scale prevails at reg- 
ular shows. 








Hazard, Ensell Leaving 
Ned Midgley, B.B.D.& O. 


Eldon Hazard and E. Schuyler 
Ensell, assistants to Ned Midgley, 
time buyer for B.B.D. & O., are 
leaving at the end of this week. 
Hazard becomes assistant to Howard 
is. Heighan, eastern manager of 
Radio Sales, Inc., CBS subsid, while 
Ensell joins International Radio 
Sales. 

Midgley has picked the duo’s suc- 
cessors, but the formalities hadn’t 
— completed by yesterday (Tues- 
ay). 





DR. I. Q. IN BOSTON 

Dr. I. Q., Monday night half hour 
on NBC red for Mars Inc. (candy), 
switched originating point this 
week to Metropolitan theatre, Bos- 
ton. Audience participation, show, 
emceed by Lew Valentine with Al- 
len C. Anthony as announcer, had 
been at Denver theatre, Denver, for 
six weeks. 

Prior to that, it had runs at the 
Stanley, Philadelphia and at B & 
K’s Chicago. 











Grace Line Selling 


Sea Cruises 


On Installment Plan Via WABC, N. Y. 








Grace Line has bought Elmer 
Davis for three quarter hours a 
week on WAKC, N. Y., starting to- 
day (Wednesday) for the purpose of 
selling steamship cruises on the ine 
staliment plan The contract for the 
news commentator is for a minimum 
of 13 weeks and covers the Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 6:30-6:45 
p.m. periods. If the campaign clicks 
through WABC, the account will 
buy local shows in numerous other 
spots. 

Merchandising will concern the 
Line’s South American luxury class 
cruises and the financing will be 
done through the loan department 
of the National City Bank. Credit 


|plan calls for a minimum of $25 


down and so much a week after the | 
voyageur gets back home. 





Kelly, Nason, Inc., is the agency. 


ED WEISS AGENCY 
GETS 20 GRAND CIGS 


Chicago, Jan. 9. 

Ed Weiss agency here has been 
awarded the Twenty Grand cigarette 
account by the Axton-Fisher tobacco 
firm, replacing the McCann-Erickson 
agency. No agency yet set on the 
Spuds account, though there is re- 
port that Campbell-Ewald agency 
may get it. 

Understood Twenty Grand for 
time will continue on present Mu- 
tual schedule with Capt. Herne and 
|his news commentary, though there 
is a possibility that program will be 
iswitched to a variety and comedy 
: show. 





Young & Rubicam has decided not 


Elman’s new one is described as an | 


j 
| 
H 











Wednesday, January 10, 1940 
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Industry and Client Product Expenditure 
AUTOMOTIVE 
Chrysler COrp. .cccccccccccccemcesccess Chrysler, Dodge, DeSoto, 
Plymouth — ..csceseccecesee $050,146 
Ford Motor Co....seeseeecceeveeesseess Ford, Lincoln, Zephyr....... 949,297 
U. S. Rubber Products Co.ccessooees. Tires—all products......+.+-. 303,850 $2,201,998 
BULL DING MATERIALS 
Holland Furnace Co....escsceceeeeees Heating and air conditioning 
equipment .ccocccosecsece 5,645 6,648 
CIGARS, CIGARETTES, TOBACCO 
American Tobacco0 Co..sesesseeesseees Lucky Btrilkkes.....cccccccce 706,678 
American Tobacco Co.cecessosesseeess Half and Half Tobacco..... 243,075 
American Tobacco CO.ccscscccsscosess ROL Fan CIgarB...ccccccccce 107,64 
American Tovaccod CO.cccccccsccccccee FE All Mall... .cccccccccccccee 
Axton Fisher Tobacco Co..........e+. Twenty Grand. ceccccsses ee 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco Co......WIMES cecccccccsccccsssccce 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco Co...... Raleigh 
Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co..... .. Chesterfields 
P, Lorillard Co...cccccccscccece O18 Golds... 
Phillp Morris & Oo, LRG. cccccccccecesE MID MEOETIBs cossccces 
Penn Tobacco Co...ccccccsece +++ Kentucky Club Tobacco 
R. J. Reynolds Pobacee Case .Camels, Prince Albert... 
Stephano Brothers.....secsees ..Marvel Cigarettes... 405 
U. S. Tobacco iis. .actaihes. conkeusenes Dill’s Best, Model Tobaceo.. 450,075 = 5,297,181 
CLOTHING AND DRY GOODS 
ee. 2. Serer ee errr eeeeereseceseseeeeesece 691 601 
CONFE CTIONERY ‘AND “SOFT 
DRINKS 
Cardinet Candy Gis. cedsccdereoeededes .Candy Ce eePeeeereseesseeses 3,520 
Euclid Candy Co. of Cale .sccicceceess CARGF eee e sere seeeeeseree 17,860 
Oe eee edanedbocnecesee ds OEE GEIR CRUE, 60566c080 1,248 
William Wrigtey, Fh, COrvecc'ccccecess CROWNS GUM....005 oo ceeeed, 304,301 1,587,019 
DRUGS AND TOILET GOODS 
American Home Products Corp........Edna Wallace Hopper...... 230,252 
American Home Products Corp.......-AM@CIN ciseseeseeeee sesccee 246,676 
American Home Products Corp.......-KOlYMOS ......eceeees cocccee 164,330 
American Home Products Corp........Hill’s Nose Drops.......... 126,415 
American Home Products Corp........Louls Philippe....... coccee 87,166 
Bathasweet Corp...cccccccesescccseess Bathasweet Products. 3: 
SRINBERE COPD. ccrccccdeccseccccceccoes stem meu, DPD, Coolles, 
Perr rrr. +. 488,850 
Chamberlain Laboratories, Inc.........Hand ye ee anode 16,244 
Chesebrough Mig. Co...ccccccccccccce, Vaseline Products....... 385 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co... ee. Cashmere Bouquet, Halo... 162,570 
Colgate-PalmoliveePeet Co.. eee Cue Dentifrice.......sssceee 91,850 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co.. »»» Dental Products... 604,235 
Colgate-PalmoliveePeet Co.. ... Palmolive Soap... 615,382 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co.. . Shaving Cream... 831,942 
Colonial Dames, Inc.... 5o05 00a Ce. <4a5c5 1,470 
COP, TAG ses. occttucce vee ceteensccsus arcs 6,041 
Duart Mfg. Co., TRG. ccccccccccccceee COMMetICS ...00. cosce 17,690 
International Cellucotton Products....Kleenex, Quest............6 884.430 
BIREY POMC COs: 5 666:0:0:0060600.0.060:00:00 1 UOTIOR: 0040000500008 439,875 
Lambert Co..... $65 6446060:40'00S 1 ee Products, Brushes, 460,650 
Lehn & Fink Products Co............. Hind’s Honey and Almond... 116,416 
EVE? BrOtmere COcciccvcceccveses re ae ree - 810,719 
BINVOP DPOCNOUE Cikiesc0cctdicccecenes Dee, Ns 656650 860s coe . 890.446 
McKesson & Robbins, Inc............- Caine, AISNE. 66060005000 » 102,375 
MO CO 65 65.5. 55 4400600 509 «OOO oc REE. APUIIORs 50 5:4.04004.0:08 ° 16,310 
POOMEDINE. COINIORD Oi oi isos e neces Skin and Shaving Cream... 235,058 
Procter & Gamble Co............000. Ivory SOP... ccccccscecsces + 377,181 
Procter & Gamble Co............ or. eT Se eee +e $208,608 
PROOUOr © COMIN COiiiees e060 60008 IS eae aesbeen ek ces. ee 
Sofenz Sales Corp..... beoeereeeses sas Softens Lotion. .ccccccsessaes 3,658 
SLSPiinS PYOGUCH, TAG. ce0secicsecsess Bayer Aspirin. cccocccscesee 881,768 
DUSTIN PPOGUCUE, ENO. c00020000rr00008 Tronized Yenat..coccccee eooe 20,002 
DORN Ths, We OO 0s cdsintéeyssansios’ Soap, Cosmetics.....++.. eee = 556,020 7,051,608 
FINANCIAL AND INSURANCE 
Beneficial Management Corp..........Personal Loans........6+ soe 890,805 
Household Finance Corp....... SecccoeR OPROMMs LOANB soc cvccnes coco 134,783 
Prudential Ins, Co. of America........Insurance Services...... coos 414,390 989,988 
FOODS AND FOOD BEVERAGES 
PE (SN ci cc sen baceedesecee de --Dari-rich Products....ccecee 100, 167 
Calavo Growers of Calif........ eoccce-Calavo Pears....c..cecs coos 2,560 
Calif. Fruit Growers Exchange....... Citrus Fruits............. -» 64,041 
Campbell Soup Co.......eee0 eveeecses COURS, GUNG, BOARS. s cocs00- 2,155,02% 
Campbell Soup Co....... occecccccceees Pranco-American Spaghetti. 98,001 
Continental Baking Co....ece.e...-... Wonder Bread, Hostess Cake 729.5438 
Corn Products Refining Co. secccecees, Kremel, So Peer rere « 144,983 
General Foods Corp.,...... Kanes oheeee SE re Tr ere re » 101,498 
RPONGER: PODES COP. coccccccceceesoccs Post Toasties®. .cccccccscceee 800,390 
GONCTR! FOCUS CGP. oie ccccvccscccees DIGMONG BAlbvccescccccésece. Mwer 
SPOMOPEs ED COND gcsdcscscveeeestses PORUM .ccccce cotsoscessecs COenEee 
General Foods Corp.......... thtoeeeeen Sanka Coffee....... ccccccee 969,368 
GONEPR! FOOGS COE 6 oc oo%ces cc cckccces Jello, Ice Cream..... cocccee 161,425 
General Foods Corp..........e++eee0..5Wansdown, Calumet.....e. 716,388 
CONCTR FO0KS COI iccccdccdccccccceacGERMONUlD cvccccescns covcoe 234,506 
General Foods Corp.......seseecee coe Minute Tapioca. .ccrcccccece 45,008 
General Mills, Inc. (Sperry Flour).....Wheaties ..... coocccccccces§ 16,500 
SUNOS Bess TOs 65:0 06606046.006:60006 CUD. Wetec is aeeee cocsseccese 63,911 
General Mills, Inc. .cccccccccccccesess GOld Medal Flour.....ccsccee 37,920 
CORNCTOL SEIU, 20s 6:6.5.00666046600665466 SE MEEIEE. 5604 e600 seeseee 105,760 
General Mills, Inc........... $40606606 PERIUORIODRL | 6i008 case esceee 48,834 
Hawaiian Pineapple Co., Ltd......... Dole Pineapple, Juice....... 489,630 
George A. Hormel & Co....eeseceesee- Spam, all productS.......+6 283,753 
Kellogg Co...... pueda vEbewbeb’cceeess COR WIRMON 6650550 soéccence: GEE 
Knox Gelatine Co. ccscvcccccccccccces GOlAtine ..cccccccccnes eeeee 3,050 
EMVOP SPORMOUE 0h. 55 550:04.50600000600sTEE. chives deer becatreses eoee O94,401 
Penick & Ford, Ltd.cccccccscesessoees MY=I-Fine Dessert...¢.e+.. 63,62 
FGt BU BRIO COIs beac ccsicsccsss 1... Pet Evaporated Milk....... - 699,242 
Peecter & GOMOe CGeciscsscccccesess SD. 6 Kaard bo SEO P.A 6 0:08 eoeee 861,055 
Purity Bakeries Service Corp. beseaeenee Taystee Bread. .....cece cose 63,985 
pe ee) ie Sree rr ee COPA: 5450554050. eevccccce 8,235 
S & W Fine ony pO Tree ee Food ProductS.....+e.seeees 26,410 
Sealtest, Inc. ae cococccccce MIIK, Ice Cream..ccrcccccce 925,650 9,686,976 
JEWELRY AND SILVERWARE 
International Silver Co......... oeeee-1847 Rogers, Sterling....... 285,244 286,244 
LUBRICANTS AND FUEL 
American Oil Co.....;. Coeee ER OM Wie cécsedvenae sesee 295,048 
Atlantic Refining Co.. ».Gas and Oil. a 
Ethy] Gasoline Co... . Ethyl Gas. 
Gulf Refining Co.... ..Gas and oil. 
Sure Ol} SO. oss00% ° ..Gas and Oil 
Rio Grande Oil Co. ..Gas and Oil 
po i” ern .Gas and Oil 
Tidewater ‘Associated Oil Co. .Gas and Oil 
wine, ey Esesenesheseseesensooess Gas and Oil 
shire Serre »»-Gas and Oil. 
RADIOS, PHONOGRAPHS, ETC. mannidand 
olumbia Recording Co CUM ebheeeE cctconoaeshiewexaaas b 
SHOES AND vari Cary sng — wel 
op a oecece BDO CHOROID, ois Feccececess 4 5 
SOAPS AND HOUSE SUPPLIES — — 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co......00.0+.OCtAaZOnN ...seeeeee ceceseees 57,735 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet mertnenese+s es aE ae ecccces 615,882 
Cudahy Packing Co...ecoscceceeess+ee-Old Dutch Cleanser..cscoces 952,425 
Fela & Co........ seoaeePeccogecss+e+.- Naptha Soap........ cccccece 72,970 
General Foods Corp.cesccssesecess++. La France, Satina.....ccccs 845,658 
Lever Brothers i aatiiiemhehanseeces Pe are oeeeee-1, 167,718 
EMVGr WOUUMIB CCD. cccbdneccncecccccccc cA BIRKOB, oo000s0ce seooes 429,388 
Procter & Gamble Oo.cosccccecescceesCHipBO  cicccccccccccvccceccs 087,478 
— e pe Co. SOCC CC OEE eeees Oxydol cocccvcettcccccccccee 419,190 
rocter ambie 0 000666000600000 Ree eecce Seeereeseeecsere 8,2 , ’ 
TRAVEL AND RESORTS = | 6A 
mington Transportation Co........ PONNONE. .0cccduccedoseoss 
MISCELLANBOUS P c t eccceccccccccaee 11,000 11,000 
I, du Pont de Nemours & Co., Inc.. Institutional ..cccccccccccss 196,62 
ola Trusty Dog Food CO.ssescereeeses DOE rrr eeecere 27 $ 
tener ry sami N g ate gussets ‘Our Leading Citizen’. 10, 468 
entie entury-Fox m Corp .. ‘Ros V,17 
POLITICAL ry e of Washington Square’ 7,173 216,908 
Calif. Chiropractic Assn........ Patical viccsss pa oeeeegeees 456 
Democratic State Central Comm...... Political eee eeeceeeecevcsese 46 
Proposition NO. G=Vee..ccccccccccece POUCA] .ccccccctocecccccce 2,280 
PPOROMIION INO; G00 6. 56540446.000066sOHUIOEY ocaseecccceceocacee 1,704 
So. Calif. Citizens Against $80 Thurs.... Political .icocccccccccccccce 436 5,858 
i a 
GRAND WUNRS 5905.5645-5549.0:0565.6.64950504505080h000040506Ks @eee $34,639,665 





GITTINGER PROMOTED 


Rewarded With Vice Presidency 
After Five Years in CBS Spot 








William C. Gittinger has been 
named CBS v.p. in charge of sales. 
The post has been vacant since Ken 
Boice quit it over a year ago. 

Gittinger joined CBS in 1933 and 
for the past five years he has held 
the title of sales manager. 





Sturgess Loses Leg 
Buffalo, Jan. 9. 
John Sturgess, baritone with local 
stations and Shea’s orchestral en- 
semble, is recovering from a leg 
amputation. 








Result of an automobile accident. 


EX-CROSLEY STENOG, 
INVALIDED, ON AIR 


Cincinnati, Jan. 9. 
A series of twice-weekly programs 
have been inaugurated at WSAI. 
They will be conducted by Kay Irion, 
who was a stenographer in the Cros- 
ley organization until a year ago. 
She fell while horseback riding 
and became an invalid. Programs 
will be from her residence. ° 








Ruth Chatterton on Texaco 
Ruth Chatterton, who closed in 
‘Tonight We Dance’ last Saturday 
night (6) in Boston, will guest on 
the Texaco show Jan. 31. 
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$60 Pianist Has $300 Staff 





- One agency is keeping its extensi 


cice by letting them all participate in the preparation of a weekly 15- 
minute program which contains but one performer, a singing pianist. 
Average production conference for this act consists of a couple writers 


and three production men. When 


performer has enough charted material to last an hour and he has to 
spend the next day, with the same staff, cutting it down to 15 minutes. 
The performer’s weekly salary from the agency is $60. 


mated that the pro rata salaries of 
times that figure. 





Sloan Foundation's ‘Controversial 


ve radio department staff in prac- 


they get through the session the 


It is esti- 
the production staff comes io five 





Programs to Start on KOA, Denver 








v 


Denver, Jan. 9. 

Culminating a series of experi- 
mental auditions of programs built 
in the hope of making educational 
periods as interesting as commer- 
cials, the Sloan Foundation again 
will go on the air, this time over 
KOA. Titled ‘You Make America,’ 
the Sloan series 9:30-10 p.m., Jan. 15, 
will start off with ‘Government in 
Housing.’ Three broadcasts will be 
devoted to each subject, all contro- 
versial issues. Booklets are to be 
made available. 

The initial program will have a 
cast of 35 characters. Professional 
music, sound effects, dramatic se- 
quences and all the radio trimmings 
of quality commercials will be em- 
ployed. 

In charge of the program is Dr. 
A. D. H. Kaplan, professor at the 
University of Denver, assisted by 
Roscoe K. Stockton, instructor of 
radio broadcasting, and Forbes Park- 
hill, writer. 

The Sloan Foundation also spon- 
sors the University of Chicago 
Round Table program besides pay- 
ing expenses of students in several 
universities who study government 
methods. 


SUES TRANSRADIO 
FOR DX OVER-TIME 


Dallas, Jan. 9. 
Transradio Press is being sued | 
here by C. W. Churchill, discharged 
employee, for $826 plus attorney’s 
fees under the fair labor standards 
act. Churchill alleges amount is 
due for back wages over an 18- 
month period, during which he 
worked 2,162 hours overtime receiv- 
ing short wave broadcasts in code 
from Transradio headquarters, | 
turned them into news broadcasts for 
WRR, municipal. 
In addition, he claims to have ob- 
tained local news for the bureau, 
which hired him in April, 1938. 








| 





Dorothy Maynor, Colored 


Soprano, Air Guesting 


Dorothy Maynor, Negro soprano 
who recently made her New York 
@oncert debut, will guest on the | 
Alec Templeton Alka-Seltzer pro- | 
— Jan. 22 and on the Consoli- | 
ated Edison local N. Y. show Feb. 6. | 
Deals set by Paul Louis, of Co-| 
lumbia Concerts Corp. 


Kitchen Show for McBride 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is working on 
a daytime program for Mary Mar- 
geret McBride in behalf of Kitchen 
Bouquet and other articles in the 
Grocery Products, Inc., list. It 
would be a half-hour daily stanza 
On the NBC-blue link with Miss Mc- 
Bride taking a special moniker for 
the series. . 

It may take a couple weeks for 
he propostion to be thoroughly 
ironed out, since it involves prod- 
ucts handled by other agencies for 
the same packer. 














Ted Kooreman’s Burn-up 
' Portland, Ore., Jan. 9. 


Ted Kooreman, manager of KALE, | 
$ suffering from sunburn, despite 


the fact that the sun seldom shines 
'n Oregon from Nov. to March. 


A Hillbilly Child 





San Antonio, Jan. 9. 

‘Sunday Morning at Hy-G 
Ranch’ on Texas Quality Net- 
work had Dad Pickard and his 
family of five on its special 
Christmas show. 

Veteran hillbilly clan intro- 
duced a five-year-old grand- 
daughter who cries for a micro- 
phone like some kids cry for 
candy. 














Harvester Newscaster Deal | 
With WSYR Carries Unit | 


Tour of Towns Tieup 





Syracuse, Jan. 9. 

International Harvester has con- 
tracted for E. R. Vadeboncouer, 
WSYR news analyst, on a six-times- 
a-week quarter hour at noon, Deal 
was personally handled by Harry 
Wilder, WSYR prexy. 

Vadeboncouer, city editor of the 
defunct Syracuse Journal until that 
sheet folded early last summer, is 
special events director for WSYR. 

Arrangements call for WSYR to 
send a unit, headed by Jan Costley, | 
into various towns in which Har- | 
vester company maintains an | 
agency to stage personal appearance | 
shows to plug the Vadeboncouer | 
program. | 











WCCO KIDDIE KWIZ | heads) react to charges for exploita- | 


IN DEAL WITH THEATRE} 





Minneapolis, Jan. 9. 

WCCO and the suburban St. Louis | 
Parfi film theatre are collabing on 
a new kids’ quiz stanza, labeled 
‘Kiddie Kwiz,’ and launched with | 
enough fanfare so that 1,025 ques- | 
tions were submitted prior to the 
opening shot, and 150 per week since 
then. Publicity blasts by both sta- 
tion and theatre included a film 
trailer, 500 billboard posters, and sta- 
tion break announcements. Local 
rags picked up the to-do and gave 
it yarns in their columns. 

Eddie Gallaher, WCCO sportscast- 
er, emcees the proceedings which 
take place Saturday afternoons, call- 
ing juves up from the audience to 
answer submitted queries. Prizes 
range from two-bits to a buck, plus 
free theatre ducats for the moppets’ 
parents. Listeners submitting ques- 
tions get two bucks for each group 
of three if they're home when the 
queries are etherized, and one buck 
if they’re out. | 

Toby Prin, comedian, also takes | 
part in the show, and the audience | 
additionally selects an amateur kid | 
performer. Station may revive old 
Twin Cities Kiddie Revue with talent 
thus uncovered. 





| 


Parker Buys Out Ferris 


Irving Parker has bought out Earle | 
Ferris’ Radio Feature Service, a 
California corporation, and changed | 
its tag to Irving Parker Radio Fea- 
ture Service, Inc. His co-stockhold- | 
ers are Dick Mooney and Gordon | 
Swarthout. 

Mooney ‘will be in charge of the | 
New York office, which will be op- 
erated under the name of Mooney | 








Fell asleep under a lamp. 
ae Se ae 





& Parker, Ferris continues on own.! 
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N.Y. PONVENTION Elliott Roosevelt, Back in Fort 


OTAGING A FORUM 


National Dry Goods Asso- 
ciation Fosters Open Ses- 
sion (with Broadcasters 
Welcome) To Go Over 
Whole Question Jan. 17 





RADIO PLEASED 





Coming conclave of the National 
Retail Dry Goods Assn. in New York 
next week will mark the first of 
these sessions in which room has 
been made for extensively discuss- 
ing the use of radio by department 
stores. Station owners in the east— 
who have been day-dreaming for 
years in hope of cracking the depart- 
ment store crowd—view this NRDGA 
move as highly significant. At least, 
they figure, the department store 
people are interested enough in 
radio to give it a verbal going over. 

Session to be given over to radio 
will be held next Wednesday (17) 
morning in the Manhattan Room of 
the Pennsylvania hostelry. 


Worth, Reduces Texas Regional 
Hookup; Echoes of Transcontinental 





Eye-Rubber 





From the waning list of anti- 
radio diehards can be subtracted 
‘Dave Boone,’ columnist of the 
N. Y. Sun, noted in the trade for 
consistent pin-shoving into the 
ether medium. Columnist’s stunt 
day after Xmas made an about- 
face with a rousing cheer for 
broadcasters. 

Sample: ‘The radio has become 
to the grown-ups what Santa 
Claus is to the kids, and it cer- 
tainly spreads the glory of 
Christmas all over the world like 
a starry mantle.’ 


NBC Denies Deadheading 
General Motors After 
Cash Bids Were Made 





— — 











Radio 


NBC blue has booked in a special 


people will be admitted to the pro- event from General Motors in De- 


ceedings. 
Procedure at this meeting will be 


It’s the 
The broadcast, 


rtoit tonight (Wednesday )). 
10:30 to 11. spot. 


a la ‘Information Please’. During the | tagged ‘March of Men and Motors,’ 


|past weeks the NRDGA has sent! will feature the assembly of the mo- 
|mailings to department stores, ask- tor combine’s 25,000,000th car, and in- 


ing them what topics should be dis- | cludes speeches by several of the G. 
cussed. Somewhere between 20 and | M. bigwigs. 


30 questions have resultantly been 
put on the schedule. 


NBC denied yesterday (Tuesday) 


Answers tothe report that this time was given 
| these queries will be given by up- | gratis to General Motors after it and 


wards of half a dozen department , CBS had tried to sell a hookup for 


store execs who have tried radio, | the 


event. The network official 


and hence are in a good position to | queried stated that it had been of- 


| 


speak on the basis of experience. fered to NBC strictly as a news event 


WOR, New York (which has been 
interested enough in department 
store biz to send John Nell on the 
road. recently for a survey of the 
situation) is supplying mikes for the 
meeting to give a radio atmosphere. 


While the list of topics to be dis- 


cussed is not yet in final shape, the | 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


following samples are representative | 


of what will be brought up: 

1. What items have proved suc- 
cessful in retail radio promotion? 

2. How do buyers (i.e., department 


tion of their merchandise by radio? 

3. Has any store reported that an 
amount taken from other media and 
used in radio produced better re- 


| turns? 


4. Has any store reported new 
customers via radio? 


5. What is a quick, sure, econom- | 


ical way for a department store to 
test the pulling power of radio? Are 


tised, a good method? 

6. What is the best 
presenting a retail radio program? 

7. Is radio useful for building in- 
dividual departments? 

8.. What is a good ratio of cost to 
sales for retail radio advertising? 

9. What is an approved form of 
checking radio advertising results? 

10. What type of radio program 
has been found most effective for a 
retailer? 





Fauntieroyized ‘Armstrong’ 
Leads in Hooper Survey; 
Mrs. Knox Reeves Beams 


—_—_——_—_— 


St: Paul, Jan. 9. 

Hooper survey gave General Mills’ 
‘Jack Armstrong’ a 11.9 rating and 
thereby the leadership of the day- 
time quarter hour serials. This is 
big stuff with Knox Reeves agency 
here. 
lar has been campaigning for a good 
press on ‘Armstrong’ on the grounds 


‘radio specials, not otherwise adver- | 


time for, 


i national spots. 


and that it had been immediately 
accepted as such; also with the idea 
of giving an occasional boost to 
American mercantile activity. 


BANKROLLS FOR FOUR 
NEW COAST PROGRAMS 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

Four new commercial programs 
take off from here this month, 
George Fisher, Mutual's film tattler, 
gets section bankrolling by Glo- 
Co cosmetics over the Don Lee net- 
work; John Nesbitt returns to the 
air as commentator for Bank of 
America on three NBC Coast sta- 
tions in the state, and ‘Adventures of 
Dr. Hunt’ goes on a serial spree for 
Friskies dog food over Columbia’s 
Pacific network. 

Another chapter play in wax, 
‘Hollywood 10,000,’ is sponsored by 
California Prune Growers Ass’n in 
William Farnum is 








used. 


Hasenbalg Dies at 36 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 
A. LeRoy Hasenbalg, 36, national 
sales rep for NBC from Pittsburgh, 


:died Jan. 4, at his home in Crafton, 


a suburb. He had been ill several 
months. 

Hasenbalg started his career in 
{radio in 1925 as sales rep for 


WMAQ, Chicago, his native town. 
He later joined NBC's Chicago di- 
vision and in 1934 was transferred 


‘to Pittsburgh. 


Mrs. Knox Reeves in particu- : 


the kid had reformed. Talbot Mundy | 


is the creator of the hero of Hudson 
High, new style and old style. 

Mrs. Reeves has recently become 
widely acquainted in New York with 


the clamor girls of the General Fed- | 


eration of Women’s Clubs, fountain- 
head of the previous opposition to 
‘Armstrong’ and other juve jitters. 


Surviving are his wife, two chil- 
dren, Russell, 12, and Patricia, 10, 
and a sister, Mrs. William S. Hedges, 
whose husband is NBC v.p. in 
charge of managed and owned sta- 
tions. 





Mary Small May Get 
Permanent Ethyl Spot 


Mary Small, who was on the Ethyl 
gas stanza with Andre Kostelanetz 
Monday (8) night over CBS, may 
get the singing spot permanently. 

Account has been trying out sun- 
dry femme _ warblers, with Miss 
Small believed to have the edge. 


| ship of the 


Fort Worth, Jan. 9. 

Having retired the week before as 
president of the projected Transcon- 
tinental Broadcasting System, Elliott 
Roosevelt is now trying to reorganize 
the Texas State Network on a 
sounder financial and operating basis. 
Effective tomorrow (Wednesday) the 
hookup of TSN outlets will be re- 
duced from 24 to 15 stations. Offi- 
cial reason given by Roosevelt for 
this move is that ‘the network is be- 
ing reduced to streamline the oper- 
ations and make it more composite.” 
The outlets dropped are all in the 
upper rate brackets. 

Roosevelt stated that there will be 
no personnel changes or cuts imme- 
diately. The regional has 80 em- 
ployees in Forth Worth, including its 
staff hillbillies. Despite Roosevelt’s 
assurances, many of the employees 
have started scouting for jobs. They 
had one sizeable salary cut last Au- 
gust, but there haven’t been any re- 
cently. The network is reported to 
have dropped $400,000 to date but 
Roosevelt, or his close associates, 
flatly refused to comment on the 
topic. 

The markets remaining in the TBS 
setup are Forth Worth, Dallas, Big 

(Continued on page 53) 


BETTER KNOWN 
NAMES NOW 
WRITING 


Whether or not it’s a ‘trend,’ there 
have been an unusual number of 
name writers from legit and films 
recently active in the radio field. 
They include Helen Jerome (work- 
ing on the script for televising her 
‘Jane Eyre’), Joseph Mankiewicz 
(working with Orson Welles), Hal- 
lie Flanagan (contributing to the 
‘Good News’ show), Anne Nichols 
i.(working on an adaptation of her 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’), Arthur Schwartz 
(untitled musical series), Beatrice 
Kaufman (auditioning a serial- with 
Zasu Pitts) and also Jane Cowl (con- 
tinuing to offer a series starring her- 
self). 

Radio has for some years been 
a source of more or less steady in- 
come for lesser-known legit and pic- 
ture writers. 


RADIO MANUSCRIPTS 
AS COLLECTORS’ ITEMS 


Original radio scripts, donated by 
their authors, will be ballyhooed as 
collectors’ items in a benefit auction 
for exiled writers. Will be held at 
the Pierre hotel, N. Y., next Sun- 
day night (14), under the sponsor- 
League of American 
Writers and the Booksellers Guild of 
America. 

Ether scripts to be auctioned in- 
clude the Alfred Kreymborg’s ‘The 
Planets’ and Marc Blitzstein’s ‘Ive 
Got the Tune’ and others. 

















Deute’s Choir Starts 


Baltimore, Jan. 9. 
The National Colored Vocal ‘Sym- 
phony’ of 75 male and female voices 
will make it radio debut over WBAL 
tonight (Tues.). Directed by Llew- 
ellyn Wilson, the choir which has 
been planned as a permanent group 
for national concert stage as well as 
| radio work, has been organized and 
; Will be sponsored by Arthur H. 
| Deute, president of- the National 
| Brewery (Premium Beer). 
Commercials will be clipped. 
ve 
| Charley Pickard, of the Pickard 
Family is with the WOAT, San An- 
; tonio staff orchestra. 
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Bingo, Wheels 


By Martin Cooney 
(ExCarnival Man) 


The recent history of bingo (a 
gambling game with dozens of aliases 
and variations) should have some 
value in the present hot ’n’ bothered 
state of radio advertisers who think 


we 


a 
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home burg. This was a case of 
‘throwing’ $500 to a stooge in a bingo 
frolic. It was public confirmation of 
a lot of reports. 

And then I tuned in the radio one 
night and I heard a familiar sound 
—a carnival wheel. The radio was 
giving away $1,000. It was all 
dressed up to look like something 


up something I thought was pretty 
well on the skids. Not that radio 
asked me what I thought. 


I still don’t get the pitching. Why 
does big-league radio go for any- 
thing as stale and questionable as 
bingo? They keep saying ‘well, it’s 
within the law.’ You don’t expect 
that kind of lingo from the big- 


| away the money. But it sure sounds 
| wrong. 

You can’t tell me a lot of people 
don’t know the come-on. 





The Washington Slant 
Washington, Jan. 9. 
Little chance is seen that the FCC 
will pay serious attention to the 





they’ve discovered something new. 


’ time. 
Speaking for the eastern section of 


and they didn’t call it bingo. 


It sounds like the back lot of 


latest squawk about the Pot o’ Gold 
(Tums) program and the legal ques- 
tion whether transmitters carrying 





the United States with which I am 
personally familiar there was an out- 
break of bingo enthusiasm in the 
fall of 1936. I happen to know that 
a group of carnival men who had 
found the pickings meagre in their 
own line stumbled upon a gold mine 
in bingo, which was an ancient 
pastime that caught on again in a 
big way. Within a year the boys, 
with many of their kind hot-footing 
into the territory, had organized the 
game in hundreds of churches, so- 
cial organizations, political clubs and 
other spots. They knew how to get 
in and they knew how to run bingo. 

A game that drew 300 people the 
first week might shoot as high as 
4,000 people in five weeks. In no 
time at all, bingo was big business. 
While the gambling fever lasted and 
before competition got too brutal the 
set-up looked ideal. Ideal set-ups 
for the smart ones have a way of 
not lasting. Because the boys almost 
always out-slick each other. By 
1938 there were racketeers in bingo. 
You have to get the slight shade 
between an ordinary not-too-dis- 
honest gambling game operator and 
the kind that burn and scram. 


Queer stories began being heard 
about faked big-money prizes. The 
money ggveaway had to keep getting 
bigger and eventually it was just too 
big to be handed on a silver platter 
to any boob raising his hand and ex- 





Twinkle’s new radio bingo game. 


Dr. Twinkle idea. It looks like a deal.’ 


much clerical detail.’ 


heads.’ 
Network official—‘But is it within the law?’ 


Mr. Slugger—‘We wouldn’t want to be sued.’ 


on radio bingo programs should be commissionable. 


citedly shouting ‘bingo!’ The boys! earning less than $2,000 a year, have the minds of 12-year-old chil- 
— Santa Claus. Not t0| dren. They’re sure to respond to the lure of cash giveaways.’ 


By this time there was a sharp for trimming the mooches.’ 
distinction between church bingo 
games and promoter-run games. 
The churches, having learned the 
game, ran without promoters. The 
churches had their following and 
kept a fair hold on their crowds. 
The promoters and those underworld 
ramblers who had seeped into bingo- 
running, found that to attract the 


a lam out of stir.’ 
the expectations zroused? How many win? 
Mr. Slugger—That’s my philosophy, too.’ 


business men.’ 


THE BUNDLE OF BILLS PROGRAM’ 


Flash—Mexico has ratified the international radio treaty and or- 
dered Dr. Twinkle to stop practicing medicine over the air. 

Later—Dr. Twinkle, when interviewed at Wahwah, Mexico, said he 
wasn’t worried about being kicked out of that country. He was re- 
turning to the United States to stage the greatest radio bingo game 
and super-giveaway program ever presented. He was quoted as saying 
‘my door prizes are much too good for the average Mexican.’ 

Miami—Dr. Twinkle arrived here on his yacht and immediately went 
into conference with Mr. Slugger, the sales manager of Denta-squirt, 
the sensational new toothpaste that is the prospective sponsor of Dr. 


Overheard in the bar at the Romney-Plaza—‘Mr. Slugger likes the 

Snooper from rival agency—'I got it right from the keyhole. They’re 
either going to call it ‘The Bundle of Bills Program’ or “The Mountain 
of Change Program.’ Mr. Slugger likes the latter better. 
the idea of having a pile of nickles as high as the Empire State build- 
ing will appeal to the country’s imagination. The agency says it’s too 

Long distance call to New York—‘But that isn’t all. Wait until you 
hear the payoff. If the winner is the father or mother of twins within 
24 hours by Western Union the program promises to pay the income 
taxes of both children for the next 60 years, providing they’re red- 
’ Dr. Twinkle—I'll stake my professional] reputation on it.’ 

Dr. Twinkle—‘Positively, you haven’t a thing to worry about. If 
there’s one subject I specialized on in medical school it was law.’ 

Variety—The American Association of Advertising Agencies will 
hold a closed meeting next week to discuss whether the prize money 


Man from statistical department of agency—‘95% of the public are 


Man from Coney Island—This radio gimmick sounds like the mccoy 
84677 at Dannemora—‘What I could do with this idea if I could take 
Psychologist—‘How long can you tease an animal without gratifying 
Dr. Twinkle—‘I always say tomorrow’s another day.’ 


Network official—‘Yes, I suppose after all we must be practical 


this NBC show are violating the 
anti-lottery clauses of the Communi- 
cations Act. 

In view of the study given the 
give-away before it debuted and the 
subsequent Post Office Department 
ruling that it does not infringe on 
the mail statutes, there is little else 
for the FCC to do but pigeon-hole 
the complaint registered last week 
by Thomas McGuire, official of Co- 
operative Theatres of Michigan. Un- 
officially, the Commish lawyers in- 
dicate the individuals who conceived 
the stunt were smart enough to 
check every possibility of law viola- 
tion. 

Despite the discomfort of other 
networks, agencies, and sponsors and 
the unhappiness of theatre-owners 
and others who suffer from public 
interest in the program, there never 
has been much concern shown at 
the FCC. Privately, some persons 
at regulatory headquarters think the 
program may prove to be an unwise 
type of entertainment for radio to 
employ but the under-surface reac- 
tion is that it will wear itself out be- 
fore it becomes a problem. 

Few kicks have been received and 
most of them are put in the category 
of being selfishly inspired. What 
little correspondence has _ resulted 
from the stunt has been mostly in 
the nature of inquiries whether such 
broadcasting conforms to the ‘pub- 
lic interest’ obligation. 


NOW ITS A SANDWICH | 


Program That Called Itself World’s 
Worst Gets A Sponsor 


He thinks 











Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 
_For the past six months WIBG has 
been broadcasting what it advertised 
as the ‘World’s Worst Program.’ And 
they weren't foolin’—it could be. 








crowds, they had to make their 
games more and more attractive by 
offering bigger and bigger prizes. 
They soon found, however, that the 
yery avarice and cupidity they were 
playing upon carried the people far 


And they talked like they had never 
heard about carnival wheels, or the 
church basement, or the payoff. 

It struck me then because here 


was smart, big-time, radio picking! by radio. 


a six-car show. At least with the 
carny guys it’s from hunger. 

take dimes from bobbin-boys. 
carny smudge may be painted over 
I hear they really do give 


But, so many people have tuned 
show in out of curiosity to see how 
bad a program could be—that last 
week it got a sponsor. The Fischer 
Baking Co. will bankroll this hunk 
of cheese for the next 26 weeks. 


They 
The 








beyond reasonable bounds. The 
mooches started shopping from one 
game to another, going where the 
big prizes were. 


The people wanted more and more 
for their.money. The operators had 
to give more and more. Eventually 
it got to the point where honest op- 
erators found they were competing 


Special Bergen Check-Up By Hooper 
On First Time Out As Half-Hour 








with games where the prize outlay 
far exceeded the entire gross re-| So far as the first Sunday (7) under the new 


ceipts. | half-hour policy was conceived the Chase & San- 


Then began the ugly rumors about | . ‘ 
big prizes being thrown to an ac-| seco program increased rather than lost audience 


. ) . according to a preliminary tabulation of C. E. 
eng et phd kage Mg Rho | Hooper interviews. ‘One Man’s Family’ made its 
suspicious of all organized gambling | debut as a contiguous program simultaneously. 
games. Complaints poured into the The Hooper count for that evening showed that Mc- 
offices of District Attorneys and Carthy S audience went up 4.3% as compared to the 
Prosecutors. District Attorney Foley, | P’osram’s rating of 35.5 for December, while ‘One 
of the Bronx, in New York, closed | Man's Family’ took a jump of 9.2%. The latter in- 
up all bingo games. Judges in many | ning’s December rating in its former Thursday even- 
sections of the east held that bingo | 28 Spot on the NBC-red was 25.7%. 
was permissible only when run by Increase represented in the latest McCarthy rating 
churches or when all the proceeds; is regarced as merely reflecting the usual seasonal up- 
went to charity. The Prosecutor of | ward trend in listening plus a recovery from the ab- 
Mercer County, in New Jersey, 
closed down all bingo games whether 
run for charity or not. On Decem- 
ber 1, 1939, Prosecutor Wachenfeld 
closed down all bingo games in Essex 
County, New Jersey. 


By this time, the rumors about | 
crooked games and the fact that the 
average bingo fan (about 85% 
women, which tallies with the large 
percentage of women listeners to the 








8S) CHAR MCCARTHY > comm 


Ont Mans Fariay - eee 


radio) started to wise up to what a| | 
sucker she had been, combined to 
cause a drop in uttendance at bingo a 


games that was remarkable in that 
it was even more rapid than the 
gains when the game was on the up- | 
beat. . | pe 
It took some of these women a 
long time to get wise, but when they 
did, they would have absolutely no; \* 
more to do with the innocent-seem- | 
ing diversion that had fleeced them | 
out of so much money, but worse fe 
still, had given them so many ter- |, 
rific emotional let-downs so often. 


Fugitives Arrested vr 


In the fall of 1939 I remember 
reading in Variety about a promo-, 








normal dip which this show took in December. This 
latest rating is slightly over what the McCarthy level 
was in November. 

It is quite possible that a true index of the listener 
reaction to the half-hour McCarthy setup won’t be 
available for another two months or so, since listening 
runs to peak points during January, February and most 
of March. ’ 

The chart herewith gives the comparative ratings of 
McCarthy (12.5) and ‘One Man’s Family’ (12.0) as they 
first appeared in the Hooper Radio Reports on May, 
1937, and discloses the course taken by each show’s 
ratings since then. In the two years and a half :One 
Man’s Family’ has held three different spots, going 
from the Wednesday 8-8:30 p.m. spot on the red to the 
Thursday 8-8:30 period in October, ’39. 


Bergen and ‘Family’ Since May, 1937 


(Comparative Audience Trend Lines as charted by Hooper Radio Reports) 








ter and a radio announcer (I forget | 7as7 
the names) from the north who were | 
pinched in Florida on a rap from the 


fhe ve ‘oy — ¢ 
e ’ 


n a ‘ 
1959 1940 


(Note—The first dot is May, 1937. Each following dot marks off a month’s span up to the start ef 1940) 


AFRA CODE Is 
READY FORE. 
FIRMS 


After several months of delibera. 
tions, the American Federation of 
Radio Artists is about ready to be. 
gin negotiations for a code to gO0ve 
ern the transcription field. What's 
regarded as the final draft will be 
submitted to the New York local 
board tonight (Wednesday) and to 
the local membership tomorrow 
night (Thursday). Other locals will 
consider it within the next few days, 
National board okayed it last week, 


Question of transcription is coy. 
ered in the existing commercial con. 
tract the union has with the net. 
works. When that pact was signed 
last winter the matter of recordings 
had not been studied, so it was left 
open, to be negotiated ‘in good faith’ 
by the union and the networks when 
the time came. Although the agen- 
cies and sponsors aren't mentioned 
in that clause, it’s figured they’ll 
probably sit in with the broadcaste 
ers on the confabs, o~ at least be 
represented. 


In general, the AFRA transcrip. 
tion code is understood to call for 
fees about equal to the regular come 
mercial network scale. That is, for 
actors, $15 for a 15-minute show, $25 
for a 30-minute, and $35 for 60-min- 
ute, with rehearsals at $6 an hour; 
for singers, a graduated scale somee 
what higher and based on the nume 
ber of artists in the group. There 
will also be fees for 1l-minute and 
similar spot dises. 


Coast Scale Set 
Hollywood, Jan. 9. 

New scale of local rates for freee 
lance actors, singers and announcers, 
to be put into effect around Jan. 15, 
has been agreed upon by American 
Federation of Radio Artists and Coe 
lumbia, National and Mutual repre- 
sentatives. 

One of the provisions is the break- 
ing down of radio stations locall 
into A, B and C classifications, wit 
those serving as network outlets 
carrying the A brand and top scale 
to be paid. 


DOUBLE CHECK CONTEST 


Winner Gets Bonus for Continuing 
To Pay Attention 














Ft. Worth, Jan. 9. 

The Red Hawks, hillbilly troups 
on WBAP for Hawk & Buck Cloth- 
ing Co., of Fort Worth, have a new 
version of ‘Are Ya Listenin’?’ They 
give away overalls for best letter 
received each week telling what @ 
fellow expects from Hawk Brand 
work clothes. Winning letter is read 
over the air and two days later name 
of winner is announced. 

In meantime, winner has a chance 
to double his prize if he recognizes 
his letter and claims it in writing. 
His recognition letter must be post- 
marked day the winning letter is 
read over the air. 

The Red Hawks (eight hillbillies 
with Gene Reynolds, announcer) are 
heard over WBAP at 6:30 a.m. Mon- 
day through Friday and over Texas 
Quality Network at 12:30 p.m. on 
Saturday. 


McCann-Erickson | Takes 
Local Ford. Program 


Schentectady, Jan. 8. 

Ford Dealers’ Sports Review, em- 
ploying Waite Hoyt and Gene 
O’Haire on a Saturday night half- 
hour over WGY, changed agencies 
last week from N. W. Ayer to Mc- 
Cann-Erickson. 

Agency swap is due to the fact 
Ayer handles Ford national adver- 
tising, while McCann-Erickson does 
spot stuff for same company. At one 
time, Ayer directed Ford regional 
advertising, including that of the 
Green Island plant, from an Albany 
office. 








Serial for Irene Rich 


Hollywood, Jan. 9%. 
Irene Rich has switched from 
dramatic skits to a serial, ‘Glorious 
One,’ for Welch’s grapejuice. 
Chapter play will be in quarter 
hour stanzas. 
Edmund Abbott's Health Trip 
St. Paul, Jan. 9. 
Edmund Abbott, WCCO’'s oldest 
announcer in point of service, left 
station for a dude ranch at Cody. 
| Wyo. Health trip. 
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FOUR-NATION SHI 


~ CBC Is, And Is Not, Crown-Linked 





Superior Court Justice H. A. Fortier decided last week in a judg- 
ment handed down here that the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. is an 
emanation of the Crown, not subject to sales tax under the municipal 


statute of Montreal. Ruling may 


status of the CBC. A Toronto judge recently ruled that the CBC 


could not claim exemption from a 


distillers on the pretext that it is a branch of the government. 
In the local action the City of Montreal claimed $40 sales tax from 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. on a piano purchased for $2,000 in 


1936. 


Judge Fortier touched on a controversial chapter of the CBC’s his- 
tory when he said: ‘Can we believe that the government, after cre- 
ating this legislation, wished to disinterest itself with the administra- 
tion of this important public utility; or that after taking it out of the 
hands of private interests would confer its entire administration to a 
corporation which would be independent of the state?’ 

The Government has in the past been charged with responsibility 


for the acts of the corporation. 
Most recent 
nf 4).- 


being an emanat:» Crown, 





uiing, in view of the judgment of the Ontario court, 
leaves specific siatus of ‘he CBC, still undetermined, with regard to its 


Anti-Union Meme of Gladstone Murray 
A Political Bouncer in Canada 





Montreal, Jan. 9. 


further complicate already tangled 


lawsuit taken by a firm of Ontario 














Winnipeg, Jan. 9. 

Current hot potato of Canadian 
radio is the now famous ‘anti-union 
memorandum’ issued to all employees 
of the Canadian Broadcastiag Corp, 
over the signature of Gladstone Miur- 
ray, general manage: of the govern- 
ment-owned network a fortuight ago. 
Case has received such a kicking 
around by all parties concerned that 
it has now assumed all the aspects 
of a first class whodunit. 

Original statement anent unions, 
first brought to light by local labor 
circles read: ‘Suggestions about pay 
accommodations and working condi- 
tions generally presented through 
normal channels, are welcomed by 
the management. Members. of the 
staff of the CBC who may be ad- 
vised to bring pressure to bear on 
the management through a trade 
union should realize that such a 
course in war-time would involve 
grave considerations which His 
Majesty’s government in Canada 
could not disregard.’ 

Upon revelation this statement 
was immediately jumped on by edi- 
torial writers with the section ‘which 
His Majesty’s government in Canada 
could not disregard’ finally becoming 
the focal point of the whole affair 
following a recent statement to the 
press by Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King that ‘nothing the government 
has passed or approved has been di- 
rected against trade union organiza- 
tions.” Hon. Norman McLarity, min- 
ister of labor, admitted the note had 
been ‘unfortunately worded,’ further 
confusing the issue. 

A new development came when 
the acting chairman of CBC, Rene 
Morin in Montreal, stated he knew 
nothing of the memo and first learnt 
of it when he read the papers. He 
added he had attended every meet- 
ing of the Board of Governors, to the 
best of his knowledge, and that the 
Subject had never been under dis- 
Cussion. 
was dated Dec. 
meeting of the Board took place in 
mid-November. 

The Winnipeg Free Press, which 
first brought the subject to public 
attention, again unlimbered its edi- 
torial battery for a second attack. It 
wants to know who originally au- 
thorized the phrasing at the same 


- time pointing out the words of the | 


Prime Minister were, no doubt, re- 
assuring to all labor groups, 
Now the main question has be- 


¢ome—who penned or authorized the | 


note? Was it purely an idea of the 
Seneral manager’s or did it come 
from the Board of Governors but 
over Murray’s signature? 





Seattle, Jan. 9. 
Gladstone Murray of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. spent few hours 
here in inspection tour of radio sta- 
tions and facilities. He left directly 
for Ottawa. 





Andrews Sisters remain on the 
Chesterfield show with Glenn Miller 
for only 13 weeks. Theatre book- 


ings won’t allow a longer stay in | 


New York. 


It was pointed out the note | 
4 while the last | 


v 


SEDGWICK PRAISES 
GLADSTONE MURRAY 


Toronto. 





Editor, VARIETY: 


On page 29 of your issue of 
Dec. 13, under the head ‘Less ‘Policy’ 
in Canada?’ you had an article deal- 
ing in part with the relations be- 
tween Major Gladstone Murray, 
general manager of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation and the 
Private Broadcasters. One paragraph 
of your article reads: 


‘Private broadcasters have for 
many years nursed a sustained 
steady flame of ire where Glad- 
stone Murray is concerned. First 
they complained he was inscruta- 
ble, refusing to be frank or to re- 
veal his true designs. Gradually his 
policies convinced the private 
broadcasters that as and when and 
if he thought he could accomplish 
the .witch-over, Murray would be 
found advocating the extinction of 
the private stations and the adop- 
tion of a Government monopoly 
a la BBC”’ 


May I, as President of this Asso- 
ciation, representing practically all 
the private stations, say that the 
quoted statement is made out of 
whole cloth. Our relations with 
Major Murray for the last year or 
more have been frank and friendly, 
and we honestly believe that he 
has done what was in his power to 
iron out our difficulties as they 
arose. It is true that we have dif- 
fered from time to time, and may do 
so in the future, but I don’t think 
any of us have ‘nursed a steady 
flame of ire’ where he is concerned, 





MEKICO'S OKAY 
CLEARS THE WAY 


Canada and Cuba Eager For 
Realiocation’s Start—-FCC 
Will Work Fast, But For- 
malities of Notification to 
Hundreds of Stations 
Delay Date 








PAD THE BLOW 





Washington, Jan. 9. 

Arrangements for carrying out the 
shift of three-fourths of United 
States stations in accordance with 
the North American broadcasting 
agreement will be worked out this 
week by FCC officials in hope that 
benefits may be realized by July. 
Still lacking detailed information 
about Mexico’s belated ratification, 
local authorities feel six months will 
be needed to arrange for wholesale 
moving and it will be impossible to 
put the pact into effect within 90 
days as Mexico desires. . Legal for- 
malities will require allowing rea- 
sonable time for all licensees to pro- 
test new assignments, it is felt, and 


for technical overhauling of listen- 
ers’ receivers. Time element is not 
important from the _ broadcasters’ 
viewpoint, although engineers con- 
cede there may be delay in obtain- 
ing crystals if too many operators 
procrastinate. 

The FCC and State Department 
both remain in the dark about any 
reservations which Mexico may have 
hitched to the agreement, although 
unofficial information is that there 
were no conditional clauses in the 
ratification. Mexico’s 90-day desire 
is not understood to be anything 
more than an expression of hope. 
The U. S. Embassy at Mexico City 
which has been exasperatingly slow 
about keeping Washington abreast 
of developments, has been prodded 
for a detailed report which had not 
arrived at the end of last week. 


Canada, Cuba Anxious 


Informal arrangements will be 
made concerning the time of the 
shift, so that a minimum of incon- 
venience will result. But that’s as 
simple as picking up the telephone 
and placing calls to Ottawa and Ha- 
vana, compared with the difficulty 
encountered in inducing Mexico to 
rubber-stamp the promises made at 
the Cuban parley. Both Canada and 
Cuba are anxious to put the pact 
into effect and in a position to do 
it more speedily than the U. S., so 
that the question boils down to the 
length of time it will require in this 
country. 

Just what mechanics will be em- 
ployed has not been settled, but the 





or indeed that any of us think of 
him as other than our friend. | 
In fairness to Major Murray and | 
the private broadcasters I think you 
should publish this letter. 
Harry Sedgwick, 
| President, Canadian Association of | 
Broadcasters. 


{ 
| 





j 
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Own Radio Program Dept. 
‘In Mind for JWT, Montreal | 


Montreal, Jan. 9. | 


J. Walter Thompson Agency has | 
been mulling plans for setting up 
its own Canadian radio production 
department. Chances are, however, 
that current practice of farming out 
production to independent radio 
producers may be continued for 
some time. 

But huddles have apparently con- 
vinced agency execs here that policy 
of leading American agencies cannot 
be postponed indefinitely. 





Tierney to Florida 


James Tierney, radio specialist for 
the Texas Co., left last week for 





Florida to look the local program 
situation over with a view to placing 
some contracts. ; 

He's operating out of Miam!. 





| 


|known for the 
| years what 


Commish lawyers are trying to frame 
a method that will draw the fewest 
possible objections. As a matter of 


(curtesy, although all licensees have 


better part of two 
berths they will have, 
the FCC is normally obligated to go 


' through the formalities of issuing or- 


ders to each station and of granting 
a reasonable period in which each 
can ask for some other assignment 


or protest being bumped up the 
spectrum. 

Theoretically, it is possible that 
legal obstacles will arise, but no 


threat of this kind has appeared yet. | 


Friends of the pact feel that there is 
no serious dissatisfaction, especially 
since every important bloc—the 
webs, clear-channelites, NAB, etc.— 


servers . t Ha- | ; ; 
had observers on the scene a a |a windisli foe the euenie ines ‘be 


vana and there was no attempt to 
block ratification by the U. S. Sen- 
ate. Any objectors would have 
taken advantage of the chance to de- 
mand hearings before the solons 
acted, it is believed, but it always 
is possible some unhappy operator 
will attempt to tie the whole busi- 
ness up via an injunction or an ap- 


peal from the Commish rules, al- | 
though legally this may prove im-, 
possible since the treaty, once en- | 
| Reported that La Presse 


dorsed by the Senate, has full force 
of statute and is wholly different 
from Commission regulations. In 


additional period must be allowed | 














Cancel Russians 





Syracuse, Jan. 9. 

The Russians got it in the 
neck again, this time in Syra- 
cuse. 

For several weeks, WFBL had 
on its schedule a performance by 
the cathedral choir of the local 
Russian church for Saturday 
night as part of the Russian 
Christmas celebration. 

At the last minute, however, 
WFBL joined with WSYR in a 
broadcast for the benefit of 
Herbert Hoover’s Finnish Re- 
lief Fund. The only time the 
two stations had open because of 
chain commitments was the hour 
scheduled for the Russian choir 
and the latter group was neatly 
ushered right off the air, to make 
way for the Finns. 


FINNISH EMPHASIS 
IN MINNESOTA ZONE 


Duluth, Jan. 9. 

Finns in this area, considered one 
of the largest Finnish populations 
(125,000) outside of the mother coun- 
j try itself, are receiving considerable 
| cooperation from local radio in get- 
ting war news, gathering funds to 
|aid in the fight against Russian in- 
; vasion, and similar service. Ever 
| Since the start of hostilities WEBC 
| (Head of the Lakes Broadcasting 
| System) has been specializing in 
gathering latest events from U. S. 
news services, Helsinki newspapers 
(little late), and advices from the 
local Finnish consul, which are 
aired by a sponsored newscaster in 
English and Finnish. 


Too, the drive for funds is carried 
on not only by WEBC, but also 
WMFG, Hibbing, and WHLB, Vir- 
ginia, both in this area. A WEBC 
commercial was cancelled last week | 
(30) to air a talk by former pres- | 
ident Herbert Hoover in connection | 














with the relief drive. Stations re- | 
quest contributors to phone in; 


amounts of pledges and are then in- | 
formed where to send them. Re-| 
sponse has been heavy. 





tain any motion to block the general | 
transfer. 


The general attitude is that any | 
operator who balks at the shift | 
would only be hurting himself. For 
he would merely be inviting inter- 
ference with his own signals if he 
refused to move and sought to obtain | 
|relief from the judiciary. And the | 
|} perspective benefits outweigh objec- | 
| tions, in the view of nearly all in- | 
| dustry observers. 

What to do about the listeners is 
a headache that appears beyond re- 





|lief. Since push-button sets have 
become so popular, thousands of 
dialers will have to call repair men 


and have their receivers readjusted 
to the new frequencies of their fa- 
vorite transmitters. This hardly can 
be done in advance, and the rush for 
service once the change-over occurs 
certainly will swamp all the tinker- 
ers. Seemingly there is nothing to 
do but trust the audience will ap- 
preciate the prospective benefits and 
put up with the inconvenience of 
having to tune for themselves until 
the neighborhood fixer can get 
around to him. Cost is an unimpor- 
tant item but the treaty will mean 


cause Of the unexpected volume of 
business, 


Tremblay Radio-Minded 


Montreal, Jan. 9. 


Understood that Hon P. R. du 
Tremblay, head of French-language 
daily newspaper La Presse, is evinc- 
ing a greater personal interest in 
his newspaper-owned station CKAC. 
is par- 
ticularly interested in the recording 
setup at CKAC. 





San Antonio, Jan. 9. 

The Mexican government is con- 
templating measures to restrict the 
activities of the two most powerful 
border radio stations—those operated 
by Dr. John R. Brinkley, XERA, 
180,000 watts at Villa Acuna, and 
Norman T. Baker, XENT, 50,000 
watts, at Nuevo Laredo. This comes 
on the heels of the important an- 
nouncement last week that the Mex- 
ican government had ratified the 
Havana Radio treaty. 

Sources close to the government 
reported one of two courses were 
under consideration with reference 
to the above stations. One, and con- 
sidered the most unlikely, was to re- 
fuse them any of the new wave 
lengths on the grounds that there 
were now only enough to satisfy the 
needs of the Mexican stations, 

The second ‘course was, if there 
were wave lengths available which 
won’t be determined for several 
weeks as yet, is to assign the two 
to the higher bands. This would 
make it very difficult for either one 
= reach the audiences they now at- 
ract, 


PITCH W00 TO 
SOUTH AMER. 
IN 1940 


In connection with the 1940 New 
York World’s Fair the accent will 
be upon Latin American relations. 
It is hoped to attract an unprece- 
dented number of citizens from the 
southern republics to make the trip. 
Meantime John S. Young, the Fair’s 
radio director, is now en route to 
manana land. 

Starting April 1 a series of weekly 
radio programs on Sunday will be 
exchanged between the two conti- 
nents. NBC, CBS and Mutual have 
agreed to cooperate in the hands- 
across-the-equator stuff. Details be- 
ing worked out now. 























most quarters, it is felt there is very | F.P.A. NOD TO ALMA MATER 


little chance the courts would enter- | 





‘Information, Please,’ Stunt at Uni- 


versity of Michigan Jan. 20 





Detroit, Jan. 9. 
Special not-to-be-aired edition of 
‘Information, Please,’ will be staged 
by the old grad Franklin P. Adams 


| and some of his regular associates on 


the Canada Dry session at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, on 
Jan. 20. Itll be the najor attrac- 
tion in a campaign ’o raise funds to 
build a new women’s dormitory. 

It’s not yet certain who will ac- 
company the New York Post’s pil- 
lar-pounder, but interlocutor Clifton 
Frediman and oracle John Kieran 
have been mentioned. 





Extend News Sponsorship 


Montreal, Jan. 9. 

Decision of the British-American 
Oil Co. and National Breweries to 
go in heavier than ever for news 
programs, after a short period of ex- 
periment, is interpreted as indicating 
a trend away from giveaway and 
stunt shows. These accounts former- 
ly underwrote shows which stressed 
the giveaway angle. 

In the case of British-American 
Oil, Peck Robinson has been re- 
newed as newscaster on a basis of 
two programs daily except Satur- 
day, while the brewing company has 
' stepped up the schedule of Walter 


O’Hearn, commentator, to seven 
| broadeasts a week. Both accounts 
are on CFCF. 





Hatfield on CBS Jan. 28 
Lansing Hatfield will guest on the 
Chase & Sanborn program Jan. 28, 
subbing for Donald Dickson. It’ll be 
his third appearance on the show. 

Columbia Concerts agented. 
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On Broadway this month!... 
Heading for your theatre!... 


Spotlighted for the nation’... 
All from 20th Century-Fox’... 


THE GREATEST CONCENTRATION 
OF SMASH ATTRACTIONS 
WITHIN MEMORY! 




















dnesday, Janu 10, 1940 
| Wednesday uary VARIETY 

















—_—_——— ooo — a ——————— 
(a arene a et 
(eae me 
wa ————— 





Sie ee 























ana the director 


Brom the producer ; 

of “In Old Chicago" Alexander S 
Ragtime a”, “Jesse James . 
“Gtanley and Livingstone \ 








—the company with the most First Ten stars... 
—the company with 1939's most successful production record 


| —#he company with the product for 1940! 
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Radio Writers Guild (Coast) Asks 





Air Credit, Votes Out Spec Work 


. 4 


Hollywood, Jan. 9. 


Demand for air credit and discon- 
tinuance of speculative writing were 
voted unanimously by Radio Wri- 
ters Guild at full membership meet- 
ing last week. Scribes also will ask 
additional payment for any use 
made of their scripts other than 
broadcasting. Measures will be sub- 
mitted to New York and Chicago 
chapters for a vote to make their 
enforcement national in scope. 


Another resolution adopted by 
RWG calls for not less than two 
station staff writers on the national 
council. Under another proposal 
members would be forbidden to 
write material gratis for a program 
on which other talent is paid. Clause 
On spec writing reads: ‘no member 
shall write ordered or solicited syn- 
opses, scripts or any other written 
material gratis. He shall be paid 
upon delivery no less than one half 
of the broadcast fee set prior to the 
writing and mutually agreed to by 
the writer and purchaser, and when 
any part or all of the script is broad- 
cast, full fee shall be paid.’ 

Guild claims 80% of the 300 local 
air scribes in its membership. 


Harold Hough’s Lone Star 


Chain Acquiring Biz 


. Ft. Worth, Jan. 9. 

Universal Mills has signed for 156 
tri-weekly morning quarter-hours 
via the Lone Star Chain (10-10:15 
a.m.) beginning Jan. 15. Stanza will 
be the disc series, ‘Dearest Mother’ 
and will be fed from KGKO’s Dallas 
studios to LSC outlets, KXYZ, 
Houston; KTSA, San Antonio and 
KRGV, Weslaco. Evans & LeMay is 
the local agency with Sam Bennett, 
LSC director, acting as web sales- 
man for the deal. 

Brings total of LSC commercials 
to nine weekly quarter-hours in ad- 
dition to special events and sports. 
Regional web, bossed by Harold 
Hough, KGKO_ general manager, 
bowed into the Texas scene Sept. 25. 





BEER TALENT VARIED 


Transcription, Partly 
Adman’s Dinner Club 





Partly From 





San Antonio, Jan. 9. 

KABC has sold six and a half 
hours a week for 13 weeks to the 
Grand Prize Beer Co. Programs 
will range from transcriptions to 
live dance music picked up from the 
Olmos Dinner Club, whose owner 
Eugene Nolte is also head of the 
beer’s local agency. 











Trying Again—On Cuff 


Seattle, Jan. 9. 
Eddie Lenard, 23, singer who 
was there for two years without 
getting a hearing in Hollywood, 
is the winner of Capt. Dobbsie’s 
‘Golden Opportunity’ radio pro- 
gram over KOMO. 


He goes to Hollywood as prize 
with all expenses paid. 








N. Y. Fair Major Hypo 


To NBC Tourist Biz 


Influx of New York World's Fair 
visitors boosted the National Broad- 
casting Co. radio and television tour 
attendance by approximately 200,000, 
as compared with 1938. Estimate 
made this week showed that ap- 
proximately 700,000 took these tours 
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Lessen, But Won't End, Wax ‘Stigma’ 





Washington, Jan. 9. 


What transcription-makers regard as a stigma on canned entertain. 


ment was partially removed Thursday (4) by a FCC order redy 
the required frequency of announcements explaining the type of 


cing 
pro- 


gram being broadcast, but the desired repeal of the rule requiring 
stations to distinguish between waxed and live talent was not forth. 


coming. 


Under the latest policy, announcements that ‘this is a transcription’ 
are required only every 30 minutes instead of every 15 minutes ag 
heretofore. This will eliminate interruption of the longer playing 
discs now being widely used and also enables stations to run a series 
of shorter platters without specifying before and after each playing, 
In cases where continuity would be interrupted and the recorded pro. 
gram extends beyond 30 minutes, the required identification must be 


made at the start and finish. 











SOHIO GAS USES NEWSCASTS 
Cleveland, Jan. 9. 





It’s the biggest block of weekly 
time ever sold in San Antonio. 





BUELL HERMAN TO KATZ 


Chicago, Jan. 9. 
Buell Herman has joined the 


in 1939, as against 500,000 in 1938. 
Total in 1937 was 652,000. 

Figures show that NBC studio 
tours boomed in July, August and 
September, but slipped badly later 
in the fall of last year. 


Sohio Gasoline has bought four 
daily 10-minute newscasts six days 
a week on WTAM. 

Al Orrick is doing the continuity 
_and editing while the announcing is 








Chicago office of the (E.) Katz 
agency. 

He was formerly with the spot 
isales department of NBC. nament. 


FF FFF44464444644464464644464644 





DECISIONS 


Washington, Jan. 9. 
Southwestern Hotel Co.; Fort Worth, 
granted frequency change from 1210 to 1370 kc, power boost 
from 100 to 250 watts. : 

Illinois: Zenith Radio Corp., Chicago, granted new experi- 
mental high frequency broadcast station to be operated on 
42,800 ke with 1 kw, special emission for frequency modula- 
tion; WEBQ, Harrisburg Broadcasting Co., Harrisburg, 
granted change in time of operation from specified hours to 
unlimited. 

Maryland: WJEJ, 
from 100 to 250 waits, 

Mississippi: WSLI, 


Arkansas: KFPW, 


Hagerstown, granted power increase 
of the 
South, Jackson, granted voluntary assignment of license to 
Standard Life Broadcasting Co. 

Michigan: WDMJ, Marquette, granted change in time of 
operation from specified hours to unlimited. 

Missouri: KFVS, Cape Girardeau, granted change in fre- 
quency from 1210 to 1370_ke and -hours-of operation from 
specified to unlimited. 

Ohio: WLOK, Lima, granted change in hours of operation 
from days to unlimited. 


Standard Life Insurance Co. 





dice (applicant failed to appear at hearing to offer testiniony 
in support of application). 


WHO, Des Moines, readying third 
annual Golden Gloves boxing tour- 





F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


Pennsylvania: Lackawanna Broadcasting Co., Inc., Scran- 
ton, application for new station to be operated on 1370 ke 
with 250 watts days, 100 watts nights, dismissed with preju- 


split between Bob Daley, WTAM 
news ed, and John Murphy, who 
formerly handled the account on 
WGAR. 











NEW APPLICATIONS 


District of Columbia: Capital Broadcasting Co., Washing- 
ton, new station to be operated on 1420 ke with 250 watts, 

Florida: WFTL, Tom M. Bryan, Fort Lauderdale, increase 
night power from 100 to 250 watts. ; . 


Georgia: Lookout Mountain Co., af Georgia, Lookout Moun- 
tain, new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 250 watts. 


Maryland: The Delmarva Broadcast Co., Salisbury, new 
station to be operated on 1200 ke with 250 watts (requests 
facilities of WSAT., Salisbury, contingent on order af revoca- 
tion against WSAL being made final). 

Minnesota: KDAL, Red River Broadcasting Co., Inc., Du- 
luth, increase night power from 100 to 250 watts.” 

Missouri: Thomas Patrick, Inc., St, Louis, change frequency 
from 1350 to 630 ke, jump night juice from 1 to 6 kw (con- 
tingent on granting of requests of WGBF, Evansville, Ind., 
and KFRU, Columbia, Mo.). 

New York: Herbert L. Wilson, Middletown, new station to 
be operated on 1420 ke with 250 watts. 

Oklahoma: KVSO, Ardmore, boost night power from 100 to 
250 watts. 

‘ South Dakota: KSOO, change frequency from 1110 to 710 
ec. 

Texas: KSAM, Huntsville, voluntary assignment of license 
to Sam Houston Broadcasting Corp., of Huntesville, Tex.; 
Brown County Broadcasting Co., Brownwood, new station to 
be operated on 1350 ke with 500 watts. 
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GAS STATIONS SPONSOR 
LOCAL ORCHESTRA 


San Antonio, Jan, 9. 

Midway Service stations, zone dis. 
tributors of Sigmor Gas, to sponsor 
daily quarter hour program plus a 
half hour show on Sunday afternoon 
through KABC, 

A six piece string ensemble will 
furnish music garbed in service sta- 
tion uniforms. 








Joscelyn at WBT Jan. 15 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 9, 

The change in managers will take 
place at WBT on Jan. 15 when Lin- 
coln Dellar leaves for KSFO, San 
Francisco, to become manager there, 
and A. E. Joscelyn who is already 
here, assumes general managership, 

Dellar here since April, 1938. 





— 
Dave Brown Under Blade 
Kansas City, Jan. 9, 

Dave Brown, continuity chief at 
KCMO, was taken to Trinity hospital 
Dec. 27 for a sudden appendectomy. 
While he’s recuperating Fred Patt 
and Jimmy Coy of the production 
department are doubling on the con- 
tinuity. 

Jack Stewart, station head, will be 
away from his desk Jan. 15 to 31 on 
a biz trip to Chi and New York, but 


| will fly back between conferences to 


supervise opening of station’s new 
5,000 watt transmitter on evening 
time. 
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THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


coast-to-coast 
441 North Michigan Avenue Paul H. Raymer Co. 220 East 42nd Street 
Chicago, Iinois San Francisco and Los Angeles New York City 
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RED NETWORK SWEEPS 


1940 WORLD-TELEGRAM POLL! © 


NBC Blue Network runner-up 
-..All other networks trail! 


Results of the 1940 World-Telegram radio pop- 
ularity poll again proved why “most people 
listen most” to the NBC Red Network. And 


they indicate one reason why the low cost. 


Blue Network offers “Sales through the air 


with the greatest of easel” 


Counting one “tie” as a half-win, 7% of the 
15 “‘firsts’’ went to the Red Network! 4 went 
to the Blue! And 3% to all other networks! 
In the Open Classification (favorite programs 
regardless of type) the Red Network not only 
won first place, but four out of the first five— 


the Blue captured second place—and the two 


NBC Networks together accounted for 10 out 


of all 12 favorite programs! 


Naturally NBC is proud of this sweeping 
victory, following so closely on the heels of 
equally great triumphs in the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer and Fame polls. We thank the adver- 
tisers and agencies who made these programs 
possible. And to Scripps-Howard and the 212 
radio editors from coast to coast whose votes 
decided the winners—we make a deep bow. 
National Broadcasting Company. A Radio 


Corporation of America Service. 














* Favorite Program Jack Benny 


(reo) 
Outstanding New Star ALEC TEMPLETON 
Popular Male Singer BING CROSBY 
Favorite Studio Announcer DON WILSON 
Popular Classical Singer NELSON EDDY 
Popular Quarter Hour Program FRED WARING 
Best Comedian JACK BENNY 
Popular Orchestra GUY LOMBARDO 
Favorite Sports Announcer BILL STERN 


Favorite Quiz Program INFORMATION PLEASE 


(BLUE) 
Favorite Commentator LOWELL THOMAS 

(BLUE) 
Favorite Symphonic Conductor TOSCANINI 

(BLUE) 


NBC RED NETWORK» 


The Network Most People Listen to Most 
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Stage Money Case More Involved 


Salisbury Cause Celebre Opaque As a London Fog— 








Hearings 


Continue 





Washington, Jan. 9. 
Mysterious origin of cash described 
as ‘resources’ of Frank M. Stearns, 


ostensible owner of WSAL, Salisbury, 
Md., still baffled the FCC last week 
after two more days of testimony in 
the threat to revoke the license for 
violation of Communications Act 
provisions regarding ownership. In- 
quiry continues this week in the 
matter which is expected to have 
further repercussions, 


Most of last week’s testimony re- 
lated to financial transactions of 
James W. Gum, the barrister who 
was said to have supplied the $10,000 
cited to the Commish as proof of 
financial responsibility. The case 
was detoured into a study of how 
Gum happened to pay cash for a 
house at almost the same time the 
WSAL application was up for hear- 
ing. 

With almost no testimony bearing 
directly on circumstances surround- 
ing the application for a construc- 
tion permit, Commissioner Thad H. 
Brown, presiding, heard several 
spokesmen from the Eastern Shore 





town describe the station as a valu- 
able community enterprise and tell 
how much the service has been ap- 
preciated in the two years WSAL 
has been on the air. The only in- 
formation throwing much light on 
the station was recital of the figures 
on the WSAL books, showing that 
Glenn D. Gillett, consulting engineer 
accused of being the secret pro- 
prietor, has negoiated a new mort- 


gage after being reimbursed for a/| 


large part of his investment, 


Testimony about the Gums’ finan- 
cial affairs was heard from a parade 
of bank tellers, cashiers, and vice- 
presidents called to bolster the law- 
yer’s story that he did not use the 
$10,000 involved in the WSAL case 
—and, according to Gillett, given 
the engineer for deposit only while 
the original hearing was on—to pay 
for the home he bought in suburban 
Maryland at the same time. 
ing up Mrs. Gum, an official of the 
General Accounting Office identified 
checks given her for Treasury De- 
partment bonds which she and her 
husband said were sold to finance the 
house. Officers and employees of 


RADIO 
The Male Animal 














St. Louis, Jan. 9. 


A bulletin posted in the gab- 
bers’ room at WEW reads: ‘Ef- 
fective immediately. No staff 
member shall wear formal dress 
prior to sundown unless he js en- 
gaged in cutting a transcription 
to be used at night.’ Sarcastic 
note from the boss brought about 
when Al S. Foster caught Bill 
Durbin, gabber, in white tie and 
tails at 8am. .. 

Durbin had left.a deb party 
too late to return home to change 
clothes and get to work on time. 


ne sneak a te 


three local banks also testified about 
.the Gums’ transactions, tending to 
‘substantiate the yarn which the 
| lawyer told on the stand two weeks 
| ago. 
Kept Cash In Trunk 

While telling of family banking, 
Mrs. Gum insisted it was impossible 
for her husband to have used their 
money to give Gillett for the pur- 





Back- | 


|pose of opening a special bank ac- 
/count which was called to the Com- 
-mission’s attention back in 1937. 
‘After getting the cash together, she 
kept it in a trunk until they paid 
ithe real estate agents, she insisted. 
| She contradicted a bank teller who 
| said that Gum tried to cash a $4,008 
| check made out to her without her 
indorsement. 


More information about the actual 
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receives Variety’s 


MANSHIP AWARD 


for Farm Service 
WNAX 






service to the LARGEST daytime rural audience 
among all Columbia Stations wins Variety’s award. 


And it can win sales for you. This type of showmanship is one 
= of the “factors that make WNAX a top station in listeners per 
dollar.” 


A Cowles Station 
5000 Watts L. S. 


WNAX—only Columbia station between Minneapolis and Denver, 
between Omaha and Canada—also has the 24th largest urban 


— = et daytime audience and the SIXTH largest total daytime audience 
among all Columbia Stations. 
e WNAX, with -5,000 watts that do the work of 50,000 and at 


Represented by 
THE KATZ AGENCY 


5,000 watt rates, can help you sell your products profitably. 
Can’t we tell you more about it? 





aapio STATION WWAWALX 570 ON THE DIAL 


Studios-WNAX Building, Yankton - Orpheum Building, Sioux City 


a 
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financing of the station was obtained 
from Gillett, while the engineer’s 
wife also took the stand to back up 


|his story about loaning Gum $1,500 


and then getting $10,000 from the 
lawyer. Gillett, who still insisted 
that Gum—not Stearns—was_ the 
principal promoter of the station at 











ap 


and inspection of possible sites after 
he had a falling out with Stearns 
Gillett said that not until after the 
construction papers had been issued 
was he aware that Stearns was not 
putting up a penny for the plant. 
A complicated review of Station 
finances by Hyman Tash, the auditor 








the outset, explained that he bor- 
rowed money from Naylor Rogers, 
formerly manager of KNX, a broth- 
er, and office associates to meet the! was paid back $4,500 of the amount 
cost of construction. |advanced, and still holds a mort. 
While Gillett was being quizzed, | gage for $25,000. The original mort. 
the Commish learned that Stearns / gage, which had no time limit, wag 
had been advised in September 1938/supplanted by a 10-year arrange. 
not to furnish the Commish with| ment, the Commish learned, which 
copies of the contract and mortgage | still has no provision under which 
that showed Gillett was the real|Gillett can be paid off and which 
proprietor of the Salisbury outlet.| brings him 6% interest. 
A copy of 2 letter from Gum ex- The second week of hearings 
plained that the FCC did not need brought former Senator Clarence ¢ 
such information in support of the | Dill, known as one of the fathers of 
questionnaire about ownership|Federal radio legislation, to the 
which was sent out in connection| stand. As Gum's employer, he told 
with last year’s chain-monopoly in-| about loaning some of the money 
vestigation. which Gum used to purchase his 
The engineer linked Gum more! home and which the Commish has 
closely to the enterprise, while as-| implied was used as an exhibit in 
sociates in Gillett’s office told stories | the WSAL case. Dill knew nothing 
that followed the same line. From | about the circumstances surround- 
both Gillett and William Edwin ing the WSAL application, al- 
Plummer, his draftsman, the Com-/ though he has been associated with 
mish learned that the lawyer tried Gum, a former Capitol policeman, 
to stop the purchase of equipment for more than four years, 


disclosed that Gillett sunk $14,667 of 
his own and borrowed money in the 
venture, valued his services at $9,009 
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Oklahema City—Paul Buenning, KTOK’s announcer on wheels, who 
handles the ‘Skating Rink Review’ from the Municipal Auditorium, inter- 
views and questions the skaters in motion. Each skater who answers all 
questions correctly receives free tickets to the rink. 





Seattle—Jerry Morris, KJR newscaster, started a 15-minute broadcast 
with a throat tickle. Half way through the show it was impossible to con. 
tinue. Morris explained his plight and bowed out, leaving the news with 
the announcer to continue. 

Immediately the station switchboard exploded with lights conveying 
condolences for the announcer’s ‘heart attack.’ 





San Diego.—Roma Wine is conducting a search for the ‘oldest Cali- 
fornian.” San Diego’s 99-year-old citizen was disqualified last week by 
San Jose youngster six months older. 





Hartford.—Jack Lacey of WNBC airing a curbstone program for a local 
bedding concern noticed a beautiful lass of about 18 years eating some 
candy kisses. Lacey brought his mike over to the girl and asked her for 
the definition of a kiss. Gal, after some fast thinking, said she couldn't 
define but could demonstrate. Crowd of about 100 cheered gal’s reply 
but Lacey again asked for definition. 

Maiden again gave the same reply, egged on by the mob. Lacey said 
it was all right with him but it would have to be somebody else, as he 
held the mike with one hand and commercial script with the other, Lad 
assisting Lacey said it was all right, that he would hold the mike, 

Faced with no other alternative, Lacey allowed the gal to give him a 
resounding kiss to the cheers of the mob. 





New Orleans.—Walter Williams, WDSU Special Events man, closed for 
daily ‘man in street’ interview for Rex hats. Only this man in the street 
takes his interviewees into the sponsor’s store before he talks to them. 





St. Louis—Woman last week requested. Roy Shaffer, WEW’s hillbilly, 
to commemorate her 20th wedding anniversary and also mention her four 
ehildren, Jack, Dora, Kenny and Betty. The song she requested was ‘Dis- 
appointed in Love.’ 

San Diego—KGB is broadcasting a series by Belle Benchley, world’s 
only woman Zoo exes. 
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Another Blue Bonus! 


aoe 
Come ‘ Bakerstield, have he. 
thus Blue as basic stations, and 
jenn for regular Blue Net- 
four hi unts, KFBK is one of the 

ao powered stations on the 
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From the Production Centres 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Adelaide Hawley’s before-breakfast talks on WABC sponsored by Krug 
Baking....Dr. Harold Lasswell will do another ‘Human Nature in Action’ 
series for NBC starting Jan. 12....John Gunther scrams NBC for a Florida 
rest....George Nelson of Leighton & Nelson, Schenectady, prowling about 
last week....Script writer Stuart Ayers added to Sterling Fisher’s educa- 
tional dept. at CBS....Dolphe Martin began Sunday as choirmaster with 
Bob Emery’s WOR ‘Rainbow House’. 

Joe Wilward writing ‘Cavalcade of America,’ although name authors are 
being credited....Gene Autry will broadcast his Wrigley Double M Ranch 
series from a dozen big cities later on. 

William J. Bailey, George B. McCoy and Fred Coll have formed Voices, 
Inc.....House Jameson now Pa Aldrich and Anne Lincoln playing Mary 
on the Jello pudding show on NBC....Onslow Stevens is Bob in place of 
Van Heflin on ‘Betty and Bob’....George Shackley instead of Charles A. 
Baker as musical director of NBC’s National Vespers....Alec Templeton 
into town with Pat O’Malley and Dan Saidenberg to continue Alka-Seltzer- 
ing....Irene Wicker’s kid yarns back....Miit Rettenberg at the ivories 
....-Laddie Seaman, Ken Daigneau added to ‘Pepper Young’s Family’.... 
Hank Souvaine’s coop on Mutual, ‘Listen America,’ folded and Drew Pear- 
son-Bob Allen silenced. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Bobby Brown staying in Hollywood to represent the sponsor (P. K. 
Wrigley) on the new J. Walter Thompson-produced Gene Autry ‘Melody 
Ranch’. Paul Rickenbacher and Bob Brewster of the JWT staff produc- 
ing, with W. Ray Wilson collabing on the script with Carroll Carroll and 
Peter Dixon....Don Gilman now a full-fledged Angeleno, being named 
to directorate of L. A. Chamber of Commerce (Frisco papers please copy) 
...-Paul McCiure here from Chicago on vacation from NBC sales duties 
....Rush Hughes moving his Langendorf Pictorial program to Frisco.... 
It’s 13 years of matrimony for Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone. ...Tom 
Harrington here for parleys with Young & Rubicam staff....Al Pearce 
took a bus load of friends to Mexico for a fowl hunt....Dr. Leon Levy of 
WCAU and the missus at Arrowhead Springs. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Joe Emerson and Fred Jacky of ‘Hymns of All Churches’ making some 
midwest concert dates....Doris Douglas added to cast of ‘Backstage Wife’ 
...: Ruth Slater replacing Margery Mayer on ‘Hymns of All Churches’ due 
to latter’s flu siege....Dick Todd off to New York for some Victor platter 
vocalizing....Kastor agency here set Neil Wallace on WEEI in Boston for 
a Hollywood gossip program for Mello-Glo face powder....Arnold Boor- 
stein and Johnny Joy have written a new tune, ‘Midnight Cafe’, 

Eileen Palmer into ‘Girl Alone’ over NBC....Mark Mathews written out 
of Oxydol’s ‘Ma Perkins’....written in are Nan McFarland, Henry Saxe, 
Curtis Roberts, Frances Carlson, Ken Fagerlin....‘The Story of Mary 
Marlin’ added Rosemary Carbell... Frank Papp is directing, Harlan Ware 
authoring a new serial, ‘The Story of Bud Barton’ wherein these thesps 
participate: Dick Holland, Iern Persons, Bonita Kay, Kathryn Card, Billy 
Christie, Cleveland Towne, Charles Penman, Hope Summers, Donald 
Kraatz. 











West, O’Heren Sponsored 
Cleveland, Jan. 9. 

Brownlee Chevrolet has tagged 
Wayne West and Dick O’Heren, song 
and patter team, for a WHIC series 
of three quarter-hour programs a 
week, 

Lez Biebl writing the act’s chat- 


Roy Bargy on Own 


With the Paul Whiteman orches- 
tra for the past 12 years as pianist, 
arranger and assistant conductor, 
Roy Bargy leaves that organization 
this week. He will go into radio 
arranging and conducting. 


Takes a short vacation first, how- 





ever. ter. 





Have you ever Looked §0,000 FACTS in the face ? 


@ An all-time record attendance of 50,000, proving 
that WKY’s audience is something more than an in- 
tangible statistic, jammed Oklahoma City’s huge mu- 
nicipal auditorium the week of November 13 last to 
view end roundly applaud the Southwest’s first public 
demonstration of television. 

‘Here was a flesh-and-blood demonstration of the 
way WKY gets action from its audience .. . statistics 
you never find in a column of figures. Here was 
dramatic evidence of what happens when WKY 
speaks to its listeners. 

For those who like to look facts in the face this 








RADIO 
RCA-NBC Television 


Wednesday, Jan. 10 
2:30-3.30—‘America’s Wings,’ 
from LaGuardia Field. 
8:30-9:30—‘A_ Night in Old 
Vienna,’ operetta with Beatrice 
Lind and Mario Bernini. 
Thursday, Jan. 11 
8:30-10:30—Wrestling at Ridge- 
wood Grove Sporting Club. 
Friday, Jan. 12 
2:30—‘Puppet Love,’ film. 
2:50—‘Burn 'Em Up Barnes,’ 
film serial. 
3:10—‘Thistledown,’ film. 
3:20-3:30—‘Canal Gypsies,’ film. 
8:30-9:30—‘Meet the Wife,’ by 
Lynn Starling, with Phyllis 
Povah, J. W. Austin, Margaret 
Ledbetter, Lucille Fenton. 
Directed by Eddie Sobol. 
Saturday, Jan. 13 
2:30-3:40—‘Slalom,’ film fea- 
ture. 
9:00+11:00—Boxing at Ridge- 
wood Grove Sporting Club. 
Sunday, Jan. 14 
2:30-3:46—‘Spy of Napoleon,’ 
with Richard Barthelmess, Dolly 
Haas. 
8:30-9:30—Sunday Varieties, 
with Television Explorers, John 
Williamson and his undersea 
motion pictures. 


KFAB-KFOR DICKERS 
FOR SMALL THEATRE 


Lincoln, Jan. 9. 
KFAB-KFOR is dealing for the 
440-seat Kiva theatre, to use as an 
auditorium. Present accommoda- 
tions in the Lincoln hotel are limited 
to 150 people.’ KFAB, which airs 























inside Stuf-Radio 


Borrowings (short term loans) made by Columbia Broadcasting gy 
prior to June 30, last year, under an agreement made at the close of } 
were revealed last week in information filed with the Securities & 
change Commission. This showed that as of June 30, 1939, the broadcast; 
company had borrowed $180,000 from the Bank of Manhattan Company 
and $120,000 from Brown Bros. Harriman & Co. 

By the agreement made by CBS at the end of 1938, the Bank of Man. 
hattan Co. and Brown Brothers, Harriman & Co, (the two banking 
tutions) committed themselves to advance $1,000,000 to Columbia at any 
time previous to June 30 last. 

For these loans, CBS issued five unsecured notes to the Bank of Man. 
hattan, each totalling $36,000, while five unsecured notes of $24,000 each 
were issued to Brown Bros., Harriman. 











Setup of Western Gateway Broadcasting Corporation, seeking license for 
a station in Schenectady, is unique in that Winslow Leighton and George 
R. Nelson, two of the officers, stockholders and directors, are agency part. 
ners who have done everything in radio except sing, and a third stock. 
holder-director, James T. Healey, has been news commenting for Sun Oi] 
on WGY for the last five years. Another in on Western Gateway is Wi}. 
liam G. Avery, president of Morris Plan Industrial Bank of Schenectady 
and sponsor of a WGY program. 





Frank O'Connor is a radio director for J. Walter Thompson. Another 
Frank O’Connor is a legit actor and the husband of Ayn Rand, playwright, 
Recently actor O’Connor was in the cast of his wife’s play, ‘The Uncon. 
quered,’ during its Baltimore tryout and numbers of people congratulated 
director O'Connor, confusing him with his namesake. 

Director O’Connor is unmarried and is not related to actor O’Connor, 
They've never met. 





General Mills’ ‘By Kathleen Norris’ has been offering an original here- 
tofore unpublished (in book form) novel by that writer for 25c and a sales 
slip (not a boxtop) of Wheaties. Prolific writer averages three novels a 
year, all published in magazines, but Doubleday-Doran holds down the $2 
book output to two per annum. Hence there are manuscripts lying around. 
Novel Ba _——— ‘Mystery House,’ ran in Cosmopolitan magazine four 
years back. 





C. E. Hooper, Inc., will put out a Pacific Coast edition of its program 
audience reporting service starting this month. The co-incidental tele- 
phone technique will be used in the checkup in four cities—Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Portland and Seattle—with the ratings being based on find- 





the farm stuff, has heavy audience | 
draw from 12:30 to 4 p.m. daily. 


Kiva, a second run spot, has been | 
closed since Dec. 1, and Howard | 
Federer, g.m., told the radio boys to 
make their best offer and soon, be- | 
cause Ke’s planning a re-opening on | 
subsequent run basis otherwise. 

Theatre row crowd see little com- 
petition in the free attraction buck- 
ing mat crowds, because the pull is 
largely farm, and people come in for 
the express purpose of seeing a stu- 
dio and the air gang. Showmen 
rather favor the idea as a means of 
reducing film house seating. 


Deal may be accomplished on a 
radio time trade for the house. 





Arthur L. Forrest, sales promotion 





partial pictorial record of some 50,000 “facts” is still 
but a segment of the great mass which listens to 
WKY every day of the year and makes things hap- 
pen quickly and surely in Oklahoma’s retail stores. 


WHY Olahoma City 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING Co. 
REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


director for WBT, Charlotte, N. C., 
is in New York on a business trip. 


ings in these areas for all periods of the day from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. One 
daytime and one evening rating report will be delivered each month, and 


| there will be quarterly reports on sets in use. 


Presentation of Variety’s Plaque for Social Service to KOIN, Portland, 
Me., was made into a’special half-hour program over that station, 7 to 7:30 
p.m., Tuesday (Dec. 26). Mayor Joseph K. Carson of Portland, presented 
the plaque to the radio station in the name of Variety. KOIN titled the 
program ‘Your Station’ and kept the theme of the broadcast along the idea 
of social service. 








Abe Schecter, of NBC, points out, apropos of recent follow-up comment 
in Variety on John Gunther, that it is no lack of appreciation of his worth 
on NBC’s part that has kept the commentator limited to two periods week- 
ly. Gunther himself has no more time to give radio due to the enormous 
pressure on his energies, what with the war spotlighting him as never 
before. 





WJR, Detroit, and WGAR, Cleveland, operated by the same interests, 
have adopted a group insurance plan covering the 150 full-time employees 
of the two stations. Full cost of the plan, which provides for $5,000 life 
insurance, hospitalization and doctors’ fees up to $150, has been assumed 
by the stations. 

Fmployees in either case got a 10% bonus at Christmas time. 





Suit of Beth Brown against NBC, Bristol Myers Co., Crosley Radio Corp. 
and Pedl:- & Ryan has been discontinued and settled out of the N. Y. 
supreme court. She sought an injunction against the program, ‘For Men 
Only,’ and an accounting of profits, claiming ownership of the title because 
of her published novel of the same name, 





Mutual will take more Coast programs this year under an arrangement 
with Don Lee chain, consummated at recent Chicago meeting of Mutual 
directors. Lew Weiss was assured that the old bugaboo of clearing time 
on the bigger stations will be taken care of so that Hollywood originated 
shows will get full network play. 





Marschalk & Pratt has been retained by the new products division of 
Vick Chemical as advertising counsellors on problems of new product de- 
velopment. Arrangement affects only possible new items and not already 

established Vick products. 





Hugh Aspinwall, who presents ‘Down the Country Roads,’ over KMOX, 
St. Louis, four times weekly, is a distant relative of President Roosevelt. 





Rodney Lein, recently named superintendent of banks for the state of 
Ohio, is former treasurer of the Iowa Broadcasting Corp., Des Moines. 
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MORE SIGN UP 
FOR MUSIC 


Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 

Approval of the proposed music 
project of the radio industry, Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., was voiced by rep- 

tatives of 35 stations of the 
eastern district of the National As- 
gociation of Broadcasters meeting in 
executive session at the Hotel Walt 
Whitman, Camden, N. J., on Thurs- 
day (4). Of the radio execs pres- 
ent, 80% assertedly signed on the 
dotted line for stock subscriptions 
in new enterprise, while the 
others said they were in accordance 
with the plan but would have to get 
the okay of their stockholders before 
making any commitments. 

Sydney M. Kaye, counsel for 
Broadcast Music, outlined the plan 
stressing the importance of una- 
nimity among broadcasters in view 
of the fact that current contracts 
with ASCAP expire this year. 

After the NAB meeting adjourned 
the members constituting the Penn- 
sylvania Association of Broadcasters, 
with chairman Clair McCullough, 
presiding, discussed the controversy 
between the industry and the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians. A 
copy of a letter from Joseph F. 
Weber, AFM prexy, to the various 
locals was read, in which Weber 
warned the local unions not to enter 
into negotiations with radio stations. 
He said, however, that musicians 
may continue working at stations 
under present wage and hour con- 
ditions pending the outcome of the 
national negotiations. No strike call 
has been made. 

The PBA members also mulled 
over the ‘free time’ evil that has 
beset Pennsy stations recently. A 
committee was named to formulate 
rules for the elimination of time 
chiseling by unworthy organizations. 








Neville Miller in Oregon 
Portland, Ore., Jan. 9. 

Neville Miller, president of NAB, 
is due in Portland Jan. 12 to address 
District 17 NAB meeting (Oregon, 
Washington and Alaska). Local 
chairman of the proceedings is C. W. 
Myers, a former NAB president, and 
the chief subject of discussion is 
Broadcast Music, Inc. 

The local NAB confab seems like- 
ly to be only a one-day affair with 
the re-convention in Seattle on the 
following day. 


Texas Score: 21 of 23 
Dallas, Jan. 9. 

Some 21 of 23 Texas stations which 
met here Friday (5) with Neville 
Miller, NAB prez, committed them- 
selves to subscribe to broadcast Mu- 
sic, the industry’s rew anti-ASCAP 
music venture. One of the stations 
promised to sign later on, and the 
3rd promised to sign if the home 
office okayed the move. Broadcast- 
etfs represented both NAB and non- 
NAB stations. 

Stations whose men assembled for 
the conclave were: KWFT, KVWC, 
KFDA, KPRC, WOAI, KGKO, WRR, 





KRLD, KTSA, ‘WBAP, KRGV, 
KFDM, KONO, KIUN, KGKB, 
WFAA, KGNC, KFRO, WKY, 


KXYZ, KTRH, KRIS, KTEM, and 
KFYO. 





BMI of California Files 
Sacramento, Calif., Jan. 9. 

Broadcast Music, Inc., has filed in- 
corporation papers, listing 100,000 
shares at $1 par. 

Named as directors are Everett 
Revercomb, NAB attorney; Neville 
Miller, NAB prexy; Walter Damm, 
Milwaukee; John Elmer, Baltimore; 
Edward Klauber, CBS; Lenox Lohr, 

~ prexy; Samuel Rosenbaum, 
Philadelphia, and John Shepard, III, 
Boston. 





Kate Smith nursing a cold that 
Prevented her singing (not talking) 
on her program last week. Hopes 
to have the tonsils in order this Fri- 

















Beatrice Creamery Starts 
Setting Up Setter-Upper 


Chicago, Jan. 9. 
Two new shows have been set for 
commercials on Mutual Web, origi- 
nating in Chicago. Through Lord 


& Thomas agency, Beatrice Cream- 
ery has signatured for a four-station 
hook-up, including WGN, CKLW, 
KFOR and KFEL starting Jan. 22. 
Likelihood that network will be in- 
creased later. 

Will be a morning exercise show 
with Wallace’s ‘Keep Fit to Music.’ 

Through Neisser-Meyerhof agency 
Illinois Meat will start a Mutual 
schedule on Feb. 16 for its Redi-Ham 
product. Using once a week money 
give - away contest show titled 
‘Broadcast’ which is controlled by 
the Clef, Inc. 





Kolin Hager in Hospital 


Schenectady, Jan. 9. 
Kolin D. Hager, veteran manager 
of WGY, 
emergency appendectomy. 
He was stricken a day after he had 
joined staffers in broadcasting New 
Year’s greetings. 








RADIO 
Laughs Only 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 9. 


KDYL’s ‘Announcers School’ 
weekly program not only jibes 
staff spielers on boners they’ve 
made but gives would-be an- 
nouncers a chance to try out. 

Would-bes have scored a lot 
of laughs, but one of ’em has yet 
to land a job. 




















How Are They Laying? 


Ft. Worth, Jan. 9. 

‘The Man on the Farm,’ sponsored 
by Quaker Oats, started on WBAP- 
WFAA Jan. 6 as weekly half-hour 
program. Twenty minutes is tran- 
scription of poultry advice and mu- 
sic by Hoosier Sodbusters and 10 
minutes is local with Nelson Olm- 
sted, WBAP announcer, as m.c. 
Local stint consists of interviews 


; with farm people ‘and poultry feed 
is recovering from an'§ 


dealers. 

Contest held each broadcast for 
interview questions. Bags of Ful- 
O-Pep feed given as prizes for suit- 
able questions. 














Herb Flaig, 


From the air, Michael Hinn, WLW newscaster, 
gets a vivid picture of Morehead, Ky., fust after 
s hit by a flash flood. Few hours later, the 
WLW Mobile Unit was broadcasting from the spot. 


it was 
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REPRESENTATIVES — TRAN 


While crossing Ohio, the crew of 
Admiral Byrd’s snow cruiser is inter- 
viewed by ae Burns, announcer, and 

Special Eventsdirector. 










Click of Old Radio 


VARIETY 


Charity Stunt 





May Lead To Its National Expansion 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 

Biggest charity radio-newspaper- 
set servicing promotion ever staged 
has just come to a close here, and 
stunt was so successful it’s likely to 
spread all over the country by next 
Christmas time. Tie-up had four of 
five Pittsburgh radio  stations— 
KDKA, WJAS, WCAE, and WWSW 
~—aligned with morning Post-Gazette 
and Radio Servicemen’s Association 
for purpose of obtaining 1,000 old 
radio sets for distribution among 
poor families in district. 

Three days before campaign ended 
over weekend, halt had to be called 
because quota was over-run by more 
than 300 sets and there weren't 
enough facilities available to handle 
either the repair work or the dis- 
tribution. 

Three-way tie-up was mutually 
profitable. Radio Servicemen’s As- 
sociation, a comparatively new or- 


EV 


in WLW-land. 


we serve. 


far as 600 miles. 


THE NATION’S 


most. ‘‘Merchandise-Able”’ 





With three Mobile Units, WLW covers the 
events of outstanding interest in WLW- 
land. Besides innumerable local pick-ups, 
these units obtained over 200 out-of-town 
events for WLW listeners during 1939. 


SPECIAL 


ganization which did all the repair- 
ing on the old sets, got its name be- 
fore the public, calls for jobs in- 
creasing from 10 a week to 60 first 
few days after idea was launched. 
Radio stations got reams of free 
space in the P-G and also insured 
better reception by subsequent pur- 
chase of new radios by those giving 
up their old ones. Post-Gazette got 
daily plugs on all four stations and, 
since it was the pick-up agency for 
old sets, got its newsboys into num- 
ber of new homes to talk up the vir- 
tues of the town’s only morning 
paper. 

Only local station that didn’t come 
in on promotion was WCAE, and that 
was because it’s owned and operated 
by another paper, Sun-Telegraph. 





Carl Raymond, formerly of WMAS, 
Springfield, Mass., new spieler at 
WEBR, Buffalo. 








ENTS 


WLW not only welcomes, but maintains a i 
Special Events department of four people, to 
seek out events which reflect life as it is lived 


Innumerable requests for time on WLW by 
various institutions and organizations and 
committees are not treated as one of those 
‘‘necessary evils’’ incident to the operation of 
a broadcast station. But we consider these re- 
quests as definite opportunities to make our 
station a more integral part of the land which 


This policy has taught listeners to depend upon 
WLW for broadcasts of news events and happen- 
ings that are genuinely of interest and concern 
to them. Three Mobile Units enable WLW to 
bring its listeners every major event within a 
radius of 250 miles—and frequently from as 


SAMERICAN BROADCASTING 6% TELEVISION CORP.—NEW YORK — CHICAGO 


STATION 





ei ee ee 
AY PR CLI RET iI mt EE 


So He 
sneer at neti to. Vacs 





Fiaien 


SEN TOUT 


2 PPO RANT I AM. SLT Bat SRR 





ee 








— 


+e 
| 


So odie 


eS Sa a: 
IR ye nOPS ge 


em 


“en, WI ta Ee OE Bn Da 





to fe Dame 


CFA Any i aad momen 
ap Daly i Constant eh 


semibentine hie teens 





ee “53 ype r, ~ ~ ay oat 
tS i oe ee eres a Spe: 5 ig Re ie rok 
ro Ca ety BRS r eee ele SOR IIS = 


EE a, SaaS 


id 





owe oor wyrnects ie 





a penagenee "29 


2 
* 
2 


ES: eabslainr sai a 2 5 
tees — i 





~ 


Scere open + 
Og2 ms eat 


SAS es sm 






mee 


i ne SE nly eg arte tne 





aE a 











teense. 


> ss 
mttaer sewer gon ee 


ee 
Sot -_ 
SSS 


MOR 


‘ 


web get Te 


ied 





36 VARIETY 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_———_———_—_— 


BOB CROSBY ORCHESTRA 

With Mildred Bailey 

CAMELS 

Saturday, 10 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Esty) 

Bob Crosby band’s shifted from 
its Tuesday CBS spot for Camels to 
the NBC Red at 10 p.m. Saturday 
nights for the same sponsor and re- 
placing Benny Goodman. First Sat- 
urday program was lethargic in com- 
parison to band’s own past airings. 

Production attempted to create a 
homey and intimate atmosphere by 
explaining that Mildred Bailey, who 
held over from the Goodman air- 
ings, was a childhood friend of the 
Crosbys, telling of their musical 
backgroand, how they got started, 
etc. This angle was furthered by 
dialog from Brother Bing Crosby 
piped in from the Coast. Bing 
socked over ‘South of the Border.’ 

The script provided for the trim- 
mings on the Saturday first-out will 
be the model of what not to do to 
make Bob Crosby register. Both 
Miss Bailey and the leader have 
their pro standing long before now 
. its primarily a production prob- 

em. 

Agency got pep into the commer- 
cials. Wood. 








‘DRAMAGRAMS’ 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

WFBR, Baltimore. 

Staged by Henry Hickman of the 
WFBR production dept., this show, 
originating from the Centre theatre, 
selects seven members from theatre 
audience to ‘guess who’, ‘guess 
where’ or ‘guess what’ as indicated 
by short playlets enacted by a cast 
-of WFBR players. Cash prizes are 
awarded successful participants and 
for accepted ideas for enactment on 
future programs. 

Raymond Tompkins, ordinarily a 
news commentator, conducts the pro- 
gram in breezy style giving the im- 
pression of working entirely ad lib 
and sans script. Bob Hurleigh as- 
sists, handling station breaks and 
descriptive matter. 

Program has professional flavor 
and should build. Burm. 





5000 
WATTS DAY © 
Teyere 
NIGHT 


JOHN BLAIR & CO., Representative 








30 Mins. 

| WRIGLEY _Vincent Pelletier, David Bacal 
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. 25 Mins. 

WABC-CBS, New York CAMPANA 





'‘trends’ some two or three seasons | 




















RADIO REVIEWS 


|‘GRAND HOTEL’ 

With Betty Lou Gerson, Henry Hun- 
ter, Charles Eggleston, Henry 
Drew, Jean David, Louise Barclay, 











GENE AUTRY 
With Nancy Mason 
Songs, Playlet 


| Sunday, 1:35 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Aubrey, Moore & Wallace) 
ago. It now has carbon copies. But! Dramatic series, which formerly 
if radio program ups and downs | aired over NBC blue (WJZ) from 
were on the Western Union ticker | Chicago, has returned to the air via 


(J. Walter Thompson) 
Radio pretty much stopped having |, 


tape right now there would be hiero- | CBS, still originating from Chicago 





and for Campana Sales Co. It uses 


—_— meaning something like | precisely the same formula as be- | 

a? ‘ F fore, that is, merely taking the | 
-_ Westinghouse bullish on constitu- ‘Grand Hotel’ label as an attention- | 
tion. getter and then switching into a 


‘God Bless America’ closes strong. | hlissfully corny meller in the regular 
_More American dollars given to See serial groove. As before, a 
listeners. ; femme voice (Louise Barclay) gives 
Hillbillies stage semi-annual come-| 4 telephone-operator reading of 
back. : . ‘Grand Hotel’ at the ~ - and close, 

Freeman Keyes taking guitar les-| with what is supposed to be lobby 
sons. sounds, but that’s all the connection 
‘i This one property gems , -w the | there is to the title. 

ack-to-the-soil heading. seemS| Show is cut into two ‘acts,’ with a 
that P. K. Wrigley of Chicago went ' lengthy commercial at the opening, 
to Europe, home of art galleries, guys jalf-way mark and close. Sponsor is 
with monocles and Clos de Vougeot. | plugging Italian Balm, Dreskin, 
And over there he met Gene Autry | Coolies and D.D.D., which are de- 
of Ravia, Oklahoma, and Republic scribed in glowing terms as certain 
pictures, the darling of the Saturday 'to soften at exposed to dish- 
matinees back in the _ celluloid water, cleanse the pores and enhance 
sprocket parlors of the U.S.A. Later facial skin, cure itching scalp and 
in the plot Danny Danker of J. Wal- eliminate dandruff. If they'll also 
ter Thompson exploited this ac- remedy flat feet, the company hasn't 
quaintance and the fact that P. K. mentioned it so far. 
liked the Double M (for mint) Ranch | As judged by last Sunday's (7) 
radio idea_and didn’t bother much | chapter called ‘Revenge Is Mine’ and 
out at L.T. (less than scratch ». Autry script by Addison Simmons, the | 
had his own box office standing with | stanzas are about twice the length of 
the kiddies of America and J. Walter the usual weekly serials, with a bit 
Thompson got the account. of extra hoke and no perceptible 
Autry talks easily about the purple | credibility. ‘Revenge’ was a typical 
hills of the west like a New Yorker | Class C film yarn about an innocent, 
talks about the traffic jam on Madi- | girl who served a prison term for rob- 
son Avenue, and sings pleasantly bery and emerges to get vengeance 
about pinto ponies. To an accom-!on the dame who framed her, but is 
paniment of good wheezy fiddlin’ he | disuaded by her sweetie, who wants 
gets nostalgic with a lot of showman- | her to go away with him to some 
ship. There’s the inevitable horse other town and start life anew and 
opry comedy relief called (also in- convinces her she’d have the other 
evitably) ‘Shorty,’ but a nice cuss! gal on her conscience. There’s prob- 
under his unschooled exterior. You'll | ably a Jesson in it somewhere for the 
come to like Shorty (we-all mene? ee ‘author, but anyway it all has more 
the Sunday frolics at the Double M holes than an old red flannel under- 
carry on; providing the scripting shirt and is about as exciting. 
staff (said to include Peter Dixon,! production and direction are okay, 
Carroll Caroll and Ray Wilson) fat- put the actors at least have the 
ten up the part a bit. mercy to avoid scenery-chewing, 
The story blends in and fades out which is about all anyone could do 
with ballads fore and aft or, if the with such claptrap. All except the 
mood or the running time suggests, man who played the gangster, whose 
ballads in the center, too. The plot muttered attempts to be sinister were 
on the first show (where we came | merely ludicrous. Betty Lou Gerson 
in) was about the ranch owner who! played the heroine, Harry Hunter 
was practically a prisoner of his own | her swain, and Jez:. David the real 
foreman (a viper) who was cattle | culprit. Vincent © iletier is an- 
rustling in the inevitable hidden val- | nouncer, and David Bacal plays the 
ley. organ musical bridging. Whole show 
There was a song by a Miss Nancy | is probably bad enough to be a dis- 
Mason and a hint of romance to, tinct click with the moronic listener 
come. The program will possess the | fringe. It’s a pretty discouraging 
charm of familiarity from start to prospect. Hobe. 
finish. It seems a plausible way to, 


hyn and impress the joy-for-a-| cawmwy KAYE ORCHESTRA 
it trade. 


Johnny Mack Brown and the With Vass Family, Clyde Burke, 


| Tommy Ryan, Jimmy Brown, 
Texas Rangers, who had a program | Charlie Wilson 


of almost identical setup and form- | 
ula on CBS all last summer, may be | oun Sones : 
mildly puzzled at this turn of events. | : 

It’s not because they had advertising | SENSATION CIGARETS 


r | Monday, 17.30 p.m. 
b.o. but because Autry has the cine- | id 
matic b.0. Land. WEAF-NBC, New York. 


(Lennen & Mitchell) 

Though he has been consistently 
on the air for years this. makes 
Sammy Kaye’s first regular commer- 
cial. His previous money broadcasts 
have been on a guest basis. In suc- 
ceeding Larry Clinton with Kaye 
Sensation: cigarets (P. Lorillard) has 
swung sharply in the opposite di- 
rection. Clinton tickled the ear with 





BOUND-T RANCH 

With Elton Britt, Arizona Red 
Cowboy Chanties 

15 Mins.—Local 

BOUNTY TOBACCO 

Tues., Thurs., Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
WNEW, New York 


(Lennen & Mitchell) 














‘his varied rich concepts in the 
modern dance idiom. With Kaye it’s 
a set, immutable style; sweet, sim- 
ple, muted, with the interplay of in- 
| strumentation just so, but withal 
|melodically catching and rhythmic- 


| Just like hillbillies, only on the 
Santa Fe instead of the Louisville & | 
Nashville, this small group of ‘cow-| 
hands’ yodels and fiddles with a lot 
of pep and numerous pauses for the 
spiels. Its a method that always was Z 
|and still is esteemed by the manu- | lly appealing. 

|facturers of cheap smoking tobacco Sensation’s current setup provides 
ito reach the right stratum of the'a half hour of pleasant dinner 





| male population. } |music. Kaye is backed up with the 
Which seems plausible. Land. | Vass Family, three girls and a boy 








ifrom Dixie, whose repertoire range 








And His 





LOU BREESE 


Brought back to the CHEZ PAREE, CHICAGO, 
for another extended run. The boys in the band 
and myself wish to thank Mike Fritzel and Joey 


Jacobson for their kindness and co-operation. 


Broadcasting Nightly 
Coast-to-Coast - NBC - 10:30 P.M., CST. 


Ed 
J NOW, PAS. 
‘the ‘ae 


That seemed a waste of Beery and 
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EDGAR BERGEN . 

With Donald Dixon, Vera Vague, 
Wallace Beery, Robert Armbruster 
Orchestra 

30 Mins. 

CHASE & SANBORN 

Sunday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

Chase & Sanborn’'s new half-hour 
show (7), representing a budget 
haircut on the previous 60-minute 
‘version, will presumably need some 
time to get itself moving on an even 
keel. First half-hour sample was 
pretty spotty. Listeners have been 
used to roominess and leisure in this 
series, and so by comparison the new 
setup may seem cramped for elbow 
room. Like moving from a pent- 
house to a Greenwich Village fiat. 
‘One Man’s Family’ meantime slipped 
into the remaining 30 minutes which 
Chase & Sanborn originally occu- 


ied. 
- That Chase & Sanborn’ was 
prompted by logic—statistical steam 
logic—cannot be denied in review- 
ing the reasons for the trimming. 
More half-hour shows have _ high 
C.A.B. ratings than full-hour shows, 
and what’s more the ratio is*increas- 
ing in favor of the shorter stanzas. 
On the other hand, in pursuing this 
trend, C & S gambled on its previous 
rating, which was the tops for this 
and past seasons. C & S, therefore, 
either think that they can maintain 
the previous C.A.B. figure, even with 
a shorter show, or else the 60-minute 
stanza — rating notwithstanding—hit 
the law of diminishing sales returns. 
If that was true, the big expenditure, 
of course, wasn’t worth the effort, 
and the telescoped version may be a 
better buy, even with a lower rating. 

ar Bergen (Charlie McCarthy) 
ta to carry the full brunt of 

Healways did. But it’s 
still different. While the actual 
amount of time allowed to the 
ventriloquist is about the same as 
previously, there’s a big difference 
between being the high spot on a 
large show, and being the whole of 
a shorter show. He emcees, too, an- 
other new chore. Donald Dixon 
continues to sing in very acceptable 
fashion, and the Vera Vague (Bar- 
bara Jo Allen) inane skits are a high 
level for this type of effort. 

But the program contents, no mat- 
ter how adept, will be overshadowed 
by comparisons for at least several 
weeks. In the bargain, they are 
bound to be bumpy for a while, until 
a tight formula evolves itself. Ber- 
gen’s script for the opener addition- 
ally was not as good as he has made 
‘em. The rigamarole called for Wal- 
lace Beery to clown with the dummy. 


the dummy all the way through. It 
also seemed to suggest that the aus- 
pices, accustomed to riding across 
the ether in a Rolls Royce, thinks it 
can crowd just as many péople into 
a Ford with the same amount of) 
comfort. 

In fact, if the new show is going to 
suffer from any major ailment, it’s 
sure to suffer from overcrowding 
most of all. Edga. 


‘THEN CAME WAR’ 
With Elmer Davis 
Historic 

26 Mins.—Local 
Friday, 7:30 p.m. 


Se nse er seer enctdeniietaneiran 
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‘BALLAD FOR AMERI 

With Paul Robeson, Lynn Mary 
oir, ar a 

Sustaining emow evchesing 

Sunday, 4:30 p.m. 

WABC, CBS, New York 


This is a vividly colore i 
24-sheet set to music. weentei 
introduced over CBS’ sustain 
program, ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ | 
stirred something like a nation-wic 
and spontaneous sensation, Ss 
events are rare in radio, where = 
cial material is seldom heard 
less frequently the occasion for 
smackeroo, e ‘Ballad’ wel] merit. 
ed its encore performance on 
31, with Paul Robeson again , 
ing the story. and the Lynn Murrss 
choir doing the lyrica 
blendings. vo ae 

merican history is trea 

simple folklorish way, but. =¥ 
much feeling and classic simplicity 
The song is a masterpiece of au. 
thentic American love of country 
and puts to shame much of the Tadio 
— bee wl recently 

palmed off in praise of dem 

This one tingles with electrical ex 
ergy, indomitable Yankee optimism 
and a fine faith in everyday people 
as against the snobbish and the en- 
trenched minority. Half-song, half. 
recitation and a steady u building 
dramatic wallop, the ‘Ballad’ will no 
doubt be heard many times, 

It was staged and delivered in a 
style befitting the sweeping theme, 


Land, 
JOE PENNER DUE EAST 


Will Do Three or Four Broadcasts in 
New York City 


od 











Joe Penner will broadcast from 
New York for three or four weeks, 
starting Jan. 25. Reason for bring. 
ing the cast from Hollywood is to 
give the employees and distributor. 
customers of the Ward Baking Co, 
the program's sponsor, an oppor. 
tunity to see the show. 

It will make the first time that 
Penner has originated from any 
point but Hollywood since he’s been 
under the Ward banner. 
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‘THE 
SMOOTHIES 
BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Listen to Their Bluebird 
Recordings of ‘“Starlit Hour” 
and “Buxom Barmaid”. 























WQXR, New York 


Although placed on the air and) 
built into a special one-time broad- 
cast, this material is on three phono- | 
graph records contained in a special | 
album for schools. An enterprise of | 
a Yonkers, N. Y., book house, the| 
recording was done in Manhattan by | 
E. V. Brinckerhoff, radio transcrip- | 
tion firm, and is sold to educators at | 
$5.20 an album. A rather tricky, 
recording job, it is notable chiefly | 
for the (1) idea of seeking a school | 
market; (2) using the high-brow | 
WQXR to attract disc collectors’ in- | 
terest; (3) dubbing in the voices of | 
Hitler, Daladier, Chamberlain, etc.; | 
(4) employing a well-known radio 
personality, Elmer Davis, as narrator. 

On the whole, the story is engross- 
ing and has been well acted by 





from harmonic novelties to hillbilly 
song narratives. The latter are all 
right, but it would be to the pro-| 
gram’s advantage if fast rhythm | 
numbers are given preference over | 
them. Kaye’s style needs contrast 
when it comes to guest vocals, and 
the speedier the tempo and the 
louder the volumne the better per- 
haps would it be for the program. 
The guest interludes should carry a 
sock and the Vass Family’s interpre- 
tation of ‘Old King Cole’ proved that 
that’s the sort of thing they can de- 
liver. 

The band’s participation smacked 
somewhat of over-captioning. 
There’s the Medley Sensation of the 
Week,’ the ‘Song of Tomorrow,’ ‘The 
Sensation of Yesterday,’ and what- 
not. That hit predicting angle 

i 


Orchestra 


reminiscent of Guy Lombardo, and 
_while the other captions might hel 
on the merchandising they hark bask 
to production embroidery that was 
common to this type of program in 
the early 30’s. 

Kaye carries plenty of vocalists 
with him and they fit neatly into the 
i proceedings. This foursome, im- 
pressing either individually or in 
unison, consists of Clyde Burke, 
Tommy Ryan, Jimmy Brown and 
Charlie Wilson. 

As for the plug, the point still most 





diced by the low price. dec. 





encased in the ‘Song of Tomorrow’ is | 


stressed is the savings of from three | 
to five cents a pack; also the plea! 
about not letting oneself be preju- | 


players identified with various radio 
news and dramatic programs. It is 
the first of a series to be called ‘The 
Sound of History.” Radio stations 
may find it handy material, complete 
in itself. for injection into diplo- 
matic-military resumes. Land. 





















Anyone knowing the 
whereabouts of Moon 
Mullins, a former 
WHB radio artist and 
formerly a resident of 
Kansas City, Mo., com- 
municate at once with 
E. G. Ege, care of Jen- 
kins Music Company, 

Kansas City, Mo. 

















By JANE 
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NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU 


[AUGHTER EARS ano H{EART-THROBS | 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99* 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P. 
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Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
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Follow-Up Comment 


William Gotan and Ann Southern | ing it’s fine—smile whiie you can, 

ostensibly booked into last because by tomorrow a certain num- 
qhursday’s (4) Maxwell House Cof- | ber will be in the hospital, the mor- 
fee show (NBC-red) to register a|tuary or the jug. re’s a little 
Jug for their latest film, ‘Joe and booklet North American puts out, 
Fthel Terp Call on the President’) free for the asking, which is called 
(Metro). The performance they ‘Cash or Sympathy.’ The various 
in did much better than that.; WMCA announcers use their own 
It marked them and the Terp char- names in soliciting mail (it must be 
acterizations as a Class A comedy | quite a lively competition) and each 
rospect for some sponsor. The says how ‘he’ looked the booklet 








Gloria Stuart’s Giggle 





Apropos experts on ‘Informa- 
tion, Please,’ not knowing the 
| answers about their own me- 
dium Gloria Stuart flivved when 
asked who wrote her latest film, 
‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm.’ 





é for’ Fadim 





erp series for radio purposes has 


on Runyon figments have found 


ight actors. 

ig og script that introduced the 
Terps to radio listeners, revolved 
around a squabble the couple get 
into in the lobby of a picture house 
when the madame resents the re- 
uest of a male customer behind her 
that she remove her ‘salad bowl’ top- 
In the playing the piece 
Prought on a steady flow of chuckles. 

It added up to a sock 10 minutes. 


‘cliften Fadiman, from ‘Informa- 
tion, Please,’ stepped into his first 
assignment when he took the 


‘ gon’s role opposite Ethel Barrymore 


in a sketch on CBS’ ‘Pursuit of Hap- 
It was quite a responsibility 
an and it revealed that 
Alexander Woollcott is not the only 
typewriter-pounder who can do a bit 
of dialog-reading in the dramatic 
tradition. The dialog was apropos 


catastrophe and disintegration. Miss 
Barrymore played an elderly she- 
sage. The lines held some dramatic 
edge despite the lecture-like theme. 





Nadja Reisenberg, who is heard 
Tuesdays at 9:30 p.m. over WOR, 
N. Y., is one of the infrequent dis- 
coveries of the exceptional, which 
also is the obscure, in entertaining 
ability. Her digital pyrotechnics at 
the pianoforte are entitled to more 
acclaim than they get. Indeed, this 
superior WOR program is just a 
filler to the world. If fillers were 
usually so enjoyable the sustainer 
would not be the stepchild of the 
industry. 





WMCA, N. Y., is a little like the 
man in the straitjacket in the old 
Olsen and Johnson show—every time 
the curtain went up there he was. 


ance Co. frightening the buttons off 


folks’ suspenders with reminders 


_ SE RE A Antena eRe NM y 


America and the eternal rightness of | 
things even in the face of seeming» 


/over and wants ‘you’ (and yo d 
on the market for a long time, | y you an 


put in this pair of film ge the | 


you) to get wise. 


The wording of the policy descrip- 


tion is about as cautious and precise 
as a lawyer-written blurb can be. 
While the selling copy varies from 


| program to program and day to day, 
‘the description of ‘principle sum’ 


(whatever that is) is always exactly 
the same. The strange use of lan- 


,Suage with the guarded ambiguous 
| reference to ‘stated sickness’ consti- 


, tutes a curious use of radio adver- 


tising, 





Eight Jeeter Lesters from divers 
corners of the U. S. were hooked up 


| in one of the most showmanly radio 


| stunts in the me cavalcade re- 

vues over N 

(31). After the initial interview stuff 
/anent the Jack Kirkland dramatiza- 
| tion of the Erskine Caldwell novel, 
| which established a new record (six- 
_year) run on Broadway, James Bar- 
' ton, Will Geer, Henry Hull. et al., did 
_ the same speech, each picking up a 


proceeded to voice the same se- 
quence. The interpretations weren't 
too startlingly at variance, but there 
was enough difference and distinc- 
tion in intonation to make for novel- 
ty. It was a novelty that dwarfed 
rest of it. 





Arthur Hale (WOR) contributed 
his mite to the furtherance of the 
dubious when he publicized on his 
‘Confidentially Yours’ a palmist’s pre- 
diction that Hitler would commit 
| suicide by next April. On any score 
| this bit of superstitious hokum was 
|bad taste and bad judgment. 
_most shameful period of radio station 
| operation was identified with for- 
tune-telling and crystal-gazing. Out 
| of place in 1939. 








Tommy Tucker Time from Mur- | 
| ray’s roadhouse at Tuckahoe, N. Y., | 


| gives out at the slightest provoca- 


, dozen, or more times a week, more 
;Or less on a haphazard schedule, 











Sunday afternoon. 


phrase, so that eight different voices | 


The | 


Her main contribution to the 
; Program was a musical laugh. 








casion or emergency warrants. This 
is evidenced by the frequent switches 
in the program logging. 

| It’s a terrific buildup for Tucker’s 
smooth combo, this prolific dance- 
, casting undoubtedly doing as much 
_to familiarize him with the fans as 
when Swing-and-Sway Sammy Kaye 
first picked up every other hour (or 
so it seemed) from Jenkinson’s 
Pavilion on the Jersey coast, also 
via WOR. 


Griff Williams and Orrin Tucker 
are two Coast maestros who are 
‘gradually traveling eastward, and 
'their coast-to-coast network pickups 
evidence an increase in priming for 
the big New York over-the-top. 
|That’s the inevitable goal of all 
bands. 

Williams has been etherizing from 
Frisco for several years and is now 
at the Stevens hotel, Chicago, which 
the NBC announcer glibly spots as 
‘on the lake, near the loop,’ an excel- 
lent billing. Walt King, drummer 
and vocalist for Williams, is a stand- 
out in the latter department, and 
withal the band gives out with solid 
; dansapation. 
| Orrin Tucker, riding the crest of 
; Bonnie Baker’s ‘Oh Johnny’ vogue, 
‘is being picked up from the Beverly 
_Country Club near Newport, Ky., 
and the combo is further dipping into 
ithe oldies for swing arrangements. 
‘Incidentally, that baby voice of Miss 
Baker’s; which did much to impress 
,‘Oh Johnny,’ seems to have set a bit 
of a vogue. The other ‘Johnny’ 
vocalizers are not only using the 
same arrangements, but simulating 
the Baker voice and vocal style. 








Edward Murrow’s remarks from 
London Sunday night (7) in the CBS 
round-up were mystifying and tan- 
talizing. It seemed certain after the 
| intro on this side that he would dis- 
/cuss Leslie Hore-Belisha. Instead he 
staried talking without prolog about 
Sir Edmund Ironsides. It was a 
i word picture without a point until, 


WMCA may be tuned in at assorted tion over WOR. Band probably has!close to the end, he dropped one 
hours of the day and night and a record high number of broadcasts sentence: ‘What part, if any, Iron- 
there’s the North American Insur- | from this Westchester Inn, maybe a| sides has played in the resignation 


jot Hore Belisha is unknown.’ And 
| then he went on describing the kind 


that when you’re smiling this morn- | being picked up seemingly when oc- | of long, heavy cigars the chief of 


staff favors, the smoke from which 
seemed to cloud Murrow’s meaning. 
It was all very, very knowing, but 
not very satisfying. 





Mary Small, constantly growing 
up both in years and song authority, 
made the dramatic ‘Chloe’ a wham- 
mer as she gave it that-a on the 
Ethyl gas session Monday (8). With 
the choir worked in, it worked out 
as a production bon bon that was 
very pro. 





Ruth Gorden and Philip Merivale 
guested last Sunday matinee (7) on 
the ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ program 
over CBS, teaming in a sketch based 
on the lives of Governor John Win- 
throp of Massachusetts and Mar- 
garet, the third of his four wives. 
Piece was composed entirely of their 
writings, mostly in the form of let- 
ters they exchanged, with a few en- 


It was a curious choice of material 
for radio, being virtually anti-dra- 
matic in quality, with little charac- 
ter revelation in the reticent writ- 
ings of the two. However, it had 
a certain poignant content through 
the quaint colloquialisms of 300 
years ago. 

Not much either player could do 
with such a script, but Miss Gordon 
managed to infuse several speeches 
with throat-catching intensity. Mer- 
ivale, on the other hand, appeared 
- completely familiar with his 
ines. 





‘Music for You, by Tommy Blue’ is | 
too pretentious a billing for the band | 
that WOR picks up at 1 a.m. from the | 
Village Barn, in Greenwich Village, | 


N. Y. It’s just another dance combo, 
uninspired and_ undistinguished, 
rather fancily simulating the rhymed 
billing of swing-and-sway and kin- 
dred tags. 





PINEY WOODS GENERAL STORE 
with Wiley Walker, Gene Sullivan, 
Ernest Hackworth, Clajdine French, 
Hope Hibbs, Blanchard McKee, 
Perry Dickey, Jan Lawson. 

15 min.—Regional. 

Daily, 4:45 p.m. 

KABC—TSN, San Antonio. 

A fast moving quarter hour gallop 
of typical hillbilly stuff. Continuity is 
written by Bob Greer of the Texas 
State Network continuity staff and 
heard out of Fort Worth through the 
Texas State Network. Program lo- 
cale is a fictional crossroads general 
store at Piney Woods, Texas. The 
townspeople are friendly and musi- 
cal. Wiley Walker and Gene Sulli- 
van carry gab burden as the owner 
of the store and his son’s fiddle music 
and friendly philosophy is the stock 
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tries from the governor's journal. | pucci is this: dramatically he’s strict- 
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‘CAVALCADE OF AMERICA’ 

With Burgess Meredith, Kingsley V. 
Colten, John McIntire, Kar! Swen- 
son, Stefan Schanebel, Ted Jewett, 
Don Voorhees orch 

Dramatic 

30 Mins. 

DUPONT 

Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 


(B. B. D. & O.) 
Although the auspices are reported 


'to have several bright thoughts in 


mind, the script selected for the 
opening session of the new ‘Caval- 
eade’ series launched the Dupont art 
players along somewhat hackneyed 
lines. They did the story of Amerigo 
Vespucci, who discovered America— 
at least on paper—and because of a 
remarkable historic fluke, later re- 


gretted by a 16th century map- — 


maker, gave his name to the main- 
land. The point about Amerigo Ves- 


ly a textbook footnote in small ital- 
ics. It’s too easy to take him or leave 
him. He never chopped down any 
cherry trees, or went galloping 
through the Middlesex villages. He 
never regretted he had but one life 
to give his country. He didn’t even 
compose an anthem by the dawn’s 
early light. He was primarily a guy 
who stayed home and wrote letters 
to the editor. 


A shadowy, dreamy, spineless 
character, the role was an elocution- 


| ary walk-through for Burgess Mere- 
| dith. The one moment that threat- 


ened action was when Vespucci, a 
ship designer, twitted Christopher 
Columbus, who had already discov- 
ered Santo Domingo and was home 
on a holiday. Columbus gave back 
better than he took. On the whole, 
Vespucci was about as crisp as yes- 
terday’s radishes. So the program 
must have ended with not too many 
persons spellbound. 


Actually the Dupont art players 
may encounter more trouble this 
time than on previous broadcasts, 
when they had the boards more to 
themselves. Just now quite a few 
radio troupes are setting the U. S. 
Constitution to music and swinging 
it. Democracy and Main Street, our 
guys an“ our ways, are getting a big 
romance from Ford, Westinghouse, 
NBC,¢ CBS, the Office of Education 
and whathaveyou. It means that 
Dupont will have to keep the com- 
petition in mind. Americanism is 
now everybody’s formula, second 
only to bingo in program appeal to 
advertisers. 

If ‘Cavalcade’ gets accused, as per- 
haps it will be, of imitating some 
program that started during the Du- 
pont hiatus, the auspices may console 
themselves that Al Jolson was once 





in trade. 
Okay hick hokum. Andy. 


accused of copying Georgie Price! 
Land. 
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_“BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT” 


Starring NICK DAWSON 


tHe C.A.B. — 16.09 
THE SPONSOR*— 


CHEMICAL CO. 


for VICK’S VAPORUB and VICK’S VA-TRO-NOL 


THE STATIONS — 


SACRAMENTO, STOCKTON and 
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RENEWED for 
another 13 weeks 
by Vick Chemical 
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VARIET Y Said in its 
34th Anniversary Number 


(Jan. 3rd, 1940) 
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Shapiro, Bernstein should have been 


Both No. 1 and No. 2 


as per the following from the New York Enquirer of 
December 31st, 1939: — 














We propose to maintain our enviable standing and dupli- 
cate our unusual record in 1940 starting with— 


LITTLE STREET IN SINGAPORE 


Billy Hill and Peter DeRose’s Grand Ballad 
x * 


IN THE MOOD 


Glen Miller’s Dynamic Instrumental 


PINCH ME 


Orrin Tucker’s Great Rhythm Seng 


WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH ME? 


Sam Lewis and Terry Shand’s Delightful Rhythm Ballad 


CHEROKEE 


Ray Noble’s Swell Instrumental 


$0 LONG 


Russ Morgan’s Ballad Hit 


LOVE SONG OF RENALDO 


A Terrific Novelty by Fain and Kahal 
Featured by Abe Lyman in Royal Palm Revue 


x * 
JONIE TAPS, Gen. Mgr. 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., inc. 


LOUIS BERNSTEIN, President 
RKO Building, Radio City, New York 
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On the Upbeat 





Eddy Kusby leaving the Hal Kemp 
band. : 





Sal Pace, sax tooter with Al Dona- 
hue, gave up his own band at Mu- 
sic Box, White Plains, N. Y., to join 
Donahue now at Meadowbrook, Ce- 
dar Grove, N. J.. He replaced Les 
Cooper. 





Woody Herman date at the Sher- 
man hotel, Chicago, moved up from 
March 1 to Feb. 9 for four weeks. 
Now at Famous Door, N. Y. 

Tony Pastor’s theme tune will be 
‘Pastoral,’ an original written by 
Leonard Feather, of Mills Music. 
Robbins to fit it with lyrics and pub- 
lish. Pastor’s new outfit now in New 
England. 





Teddy Powell returns to the op- 
position Southland, Boston, for two 
weeks Feb. 5 after a fortnight at the 
Raymor. 





Paul Whiteman cutting an album 
of ‘Manhattan’ tunes for Decca, 
written by Louis Alter. Includes 
‘Manhattan Serenade,’ ‘Moonlight,’ 
‘Masquerade’ and a new ‘Side Street 
‘in Gotham.’ 





Del Courtney plays a one-night 
date at a party at the Belden hotel, 
Canton, Ohio, Jan. 11 for Del Court- 
ney. Latter’s the hotel’s manager 
and no relation. 





Lennie Hayton has written a new 
theme song for his band tagged 
‘Poker Face.’ Ted Fetter has added 
lyrics and Robbins will publish. - 





Elick Goldstein has been added to 
the sax section of Gray Gordon's 
band. 





Will Osborne takes a Florida vaca- 
tion after his current theatre date 
at the Senator, Pittsburgh. Band 
' goes into the Plaza theatre, Miami, 
Jan. 25-28, Osborne picking up there. 





Duke Dailey replaces the Woody 
; Herman band at the Famous Door, 
'N. Y., for three weeks Feb. 3-24 until 
Ella Fitzgerald’s band comes in. She 
| was forced to defer the opening be- 
_cause of pre-Broadway dates out of 
, town of ‘Young Man With a Horn,’ 
legit show she’s to double to from 
the Door. 





Lionel Hampton, who has been re- 
, ported as stepping out of the Benny 
Goodman band for an outfit of his 
own, will go to the Coast with Good- 
man and will not have his own outfit 
for at least another year. 





Bobby Starks has replaced Irving 
Randolph in the trumpet section of 
the Ella Fitzgerald band. 





Don Redman has replaced almost 
half his band for a forthcoming road 
tour. 





Elissa Cooper now vocalling with 
Tony Pastor’s new outfit in New 
England. Linda Keene was scheduled 
| for the spot. but stayed with Lennie 
| Hayton. 





Johnny Green’s is the ‘Band of the 
Week’ at the Hotel New Yorker, 
N. Y., Sunday (14). 





One of the first numbers recorded 
by the recently enlarged Raymond 
Scott band is ‘Business Men’s 
Bounce.’ 





Dick Stabile replaces the Frankie 
Masters outfit at the Essex House, 
N. Y., Friday (12). 





| Gene Krupa copped $838, going 
over a guarantee at the Arcadia B 
Providence, Saturday (6) night. 





Morton Gould’s ‘Foster Gallery,’ a 
symphonic work based on various 
works of Stephen Foster and taking 
25 mins. to play, will be world pre- 
miered by the Pittsburgh Symphony 
orchestra in two stanzas Jan. 12-14. 





Sonny Kendis held over at Detroit 
_Athletic Club. He replaces Reggie 
,Childs at Rustic Cabins, Fort Lee, 
N. J., Jan. 15, 5 





Count Basie does four weeks at 
Southland, Boston, opening Feb. 19. 





; Johnny Anderson, of San Antonio, 
joined Joe Reichman band as pianist | 
in St. Louis. 





Emily Day Ingram of New York 


Ingram, Buffalo musician and former 
conductor of Shea’s Buffalo orch- 
estra. 





Joe Sudy has replaced Lawrence 
Welk at the Century Room, Hotel 
Adolphus, Dallas. 





Ruth Johnson picked by Gus Arn- 
heim as girl warbler. Now playing 
Olmos Dinner Club, San Antonio. 





Phil Ohman and Eddie Durante 
alternating on the dance music at the 
Trocadero in Hollywood. 





Howard Jackson signed to conduct 
series of concerts, based on folk 
songs of all nations, during World 





| Dallas, Jan. 24, succeeding Joe Sudy, 





Festival of Music {n Holl 
May. —— 





Jackie Cooper makes his deh; 
band leader Jan. 6 at the “a 
Springs Racket club. 





Skinnay Ennis moved his crew into 
the new Casa Manana ballroom in 
Culver City. 





“Leonard Keller orchestra into Big. 
marck hotel, Chicago, Feb. 6, repla. 
ing current Art Kassel orch, 








Herbie Holme’s orchestra to move 
into Century Room, Hotel Adolph 
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The 1940 Novelty Hit! 
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An Unusually 
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New Song Hit 


ON THE OLE TOP 


of “Goldmine 


GOTTA GET 


CRAZY LITTLE 


RAIL 


in The Sky” 





Heart Appes! 


HOME 


Attractive Ballad 


DREAM 
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Eddie LeBaron, after three consecutive years of alternating with 
the nation’s foremost orchestras, presents his augmented organ- 
ization of 14 as sole featured orchestral attraction at 
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Now Buries Her 
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Boston, Jan. 9. 

rs. Effie I. Canning Carlton, 86, 
yetired actress and composer of 
‘Rock-A-Bye Baby,’ died in city hos- 
pital following a hemorrhage Jan. 7, 
She appeared with William Gillette 
and in Charles Frohman and Mrs. 
Leslie Carter productions. For the 

20 years she has lived pretty 

alone. 

—_ recent years she has received 
money from the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers, 
although she is not a member of that 

nization. There have also been 
royalties on the lullaby whose copy- 
right was in recent years acquired 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. from 
the Oliver Ditson Co. 

John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, declared Monday (8) that 
the Society has arranged to pay for 
Mrs, Carlton's burial. 





Sing Musicians Put 
Under Microscopes 
And Pretty Squirmy 


Detroit, Jan. 9. 


American Sociological Convention 
while in sesh here produced a 
lengthy treatise on the swing mu- 
gician. This new species of genus 
homo, whose occupation profoundly 
affects his personality, was described 
as ‘a migratory worker, but one fol- 
Jowing no known behaviour pattern; 
a member of as tight an in-group as 
the primitive Maori; as nomadic as 
an Arab; lonelier than Crusoe; ex- 
hibiting Pagliacci’s fixed smile on 
the bandstand but loathing the mu- 
sic by which he earns a living and 
worshipping only the weird forms of 
musical self-expression practiced in 
private jam sessions after his night’s 
work is done.’ 

Mobility and economic insecurity 
were the two outstanding character- 
istics of the dance band musicians, 
the sociology professors who studied 
them reported. Of 100 studied, the 
average one changed residence 10 
times a year and five of them had 
to change spots 50 times annually. 
They may be married but it only 
means a wife ‘expensively and per- 
petually moved from place to place.’ 
They have many acquaintances but 
few friends. ‘Home’ means _ his 
childhood - place, ‘the only fixed 
physical place in his psychological 
erbit.’ 

Because dance bands rise and fall 
wuddenly, all swing musicians turn 
fatalist and refuse to believe in their 
own ability. Their average wage is 
$75 and because of the unpredic- 
ability of popularity only nine out of 
every 100 own any property other 
than their instruments or automo- 
bile. 

According to the professional in- 
vestigators the dance band musician 
lives only to play good ‘jazz,’ as any 
artists following his true bent, which 
he has to improvise at sessions with 
like-minded fellows since his union, 





|against Fred Fisher Music Co., Inc:.; | 





for economic reasons, forbids him to 
jam in public. | 
Reported the scientists: 
“it would appear that it is around | 
his concept of good jazz that the mu- | 


Sicilian organizes his entire life. All| 
else is subservient and adapted | 
thereto. In all. affairs that do not | 


bear on jazz and its making he is 
inarticulate and disinterested. He 
may have a mother, a wife, or at! 


least a temporary sweetheart, but) 
his true love is jazz. 

‘The focus of attention on good 
lazz—as distinguished from the pop- 
ular jazz which he must play as a 
livelihood—involves all the intensity 


Such players as the late Bix Beider- 
ke are as important to the dance 
musician as is Cezanna to the 
contemporary artist. Indeed more so 
the musician tends to deify 

sé men.’ 
€ same astute students of the 
live artists found that in such dis- 
*Ussions of the two-beat (Dixieland 
le) and the four-beat (Chicago or 
lem style) they were inclined to 
as ‘disputatious as the medieval 

logians.’ 








Jimmy Cairns Promoted 


i/and remainder on arrival. 





Jimmy Cairns has been promoted 


Frank Zula Dies at 27 


After seven blood transfusions in 
10 days, Frank Zula, 27, first trumpet 
player with the Casa Loma orches- 
tra died early last Thursday morn- 
ing (4) in Polyclinic Hospital, N.Y. 
He had been with the Glen Gray 
outfit for the past six years, though 
not a member of the organization 
(Casa Loma is a cooperative band). 
Before that he had been with Fred 
Waring and George Olsen. He was 
not married. 


Musician had taken sick while with 
the band on its recent stand at the 
St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco, 
and upon reaching New York took 
a bad turn and was taken to the hos- 
pital. He was operated on twice, 
once for sinus which developed into 
a streptococci throat, requiring a 
second operation. Six men of the 
band gave him blood transfusions 
at various times and another was 
given by the elevator operator back- 
stage at the Paramount theatre, N.Y., 
where the Casa Lomans are now 
playing. Additional complications 
set in, however, and he died at 2 
a.m. Thursday. Burial was in De- 
troit. 


He was looked upon as a standout 
musician on trumpet and in addition 
handled entertaining bits in front 
of the band. 








Witmark Sues to Restrain 


MUSIC—DANCE B 


ASCAP Paid Elderly Composer Altho 
Not a Member: 











Add: Alibis 





Milwaukee, Jan. 9. 

A shot at ASCAP from a new 
angle was taken this week when 
Bruno Milkowski, hailed into 
court for nonpayment of alimony 
to his divorced wife, told the 
judge that ASCAP took all his 
spare funds so there was nothing 
left for the ex-spouse. 
' The tavern man’s statement 
was contradicted, however, by 
ASCAP’s legal rep, Robert A. 
Hess, who asserted that on a $250 
judgment obtained against Mil- 
kowski for copyright infringe- 
ment only $15 had been paid on 
account, 


Musicians Also 
Challenge Philly 


114%, Wage Tax 


Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 


The first salvo in the tight against 
the city’s new 142% income tax was 
fired by Local 77, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, Friday (29), with 
a warning to employers of orchestras 
not to deduct the tax from musicians 
wages, as required under the city 
ordinance. The union threatened that 
such a deduction would be regarded 
as a breach of contract and that night 
club operators, hotels, theatres, etc., 
would be held legally responsible. 

In a round robin letter to employ- 
ers the union said: 

‘Please be advised that Local 77, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
will not countenance deductions from 
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‘Sands’ and ‘Goodbye’ Duo 
Dating Back 30 Years 


M. Witmark & Sons filed suit in ! 
the N. Y. federal court Friday (5) | 
Mills Music, Inc., and George Graff, | 
Jr., charging the infringement of | 
their copyrighted songs ‘Till the) 
Sands of the Desert Grow Cold’ and | 
‘Goodbye, My Love, Goodbye.’ An} 
accounting of profits, an injunction, | 
and $500 damages for each infringing ' 
copy printed is sought. 

It is alleged that in 1908 and in, 
1910 Witmark entered into contracts | 
with Graff and Ernest R. Ball, and | 
in 1911 the two disputed songs were, 
written, and given them to copyright 
and sell. Graff also assigned the re- | 
newed rights of the songs to the! 
plaintiff, while Ball's widow in 1938 
assigned the rights to Mills Music. | 
The latter company has refused to 
join in this action as a plaintiff, so | 
they are included as a defendant. 


It is charged that in 1939 Graff, 
without any right to do so, again 
sold the renewal rights in the com- 
position to Fisher, who have been | 
publishing the songs. Although re- ! 
quested to cease publication, Fisher 
has refused to do so, with the re- 
sult being the present action. 


CASH NOT ON LINE, 
KRUPA BAND SCRAMS 


Scheduled to play a breakfast hop 
from 4 to 6 a. m. at the Rockland 
Palace Ballroom, N. Y., New Year's 
Eve, Gene Krupa’s orchestras walked 
out on the date without tooting a 
note when the agreed ‘payoff on ar- 
rival’ was not forthcoming. Arrange- 
ment had called for a 50% deposit 
Deposit 
was forfeited and Krupa’s managers, 
Arthur Michaud and Jim Peppe are 
filing their story with the musi- 
cian’s union. 

Krupa had played the County 
Center, White Plains, N. Y., vaude- 
ville layout the same night coupled | 
with Lennie Hayton’s band. 








Ralph Peer Protests 


Ralph Peer, who also owns South- | 
ern Music, has taken his protest 
against the rating of Schuster-Miller 
to the availability appeals board of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. The rating 
now held by Schuster-Miller is 45 | 
points. 

The availability committee which 
turned down his application for a 


Manager of the Chicago office of | boost goes out of office this month. 


Is Music, Inc. 
rt Tubin stays as Cairns’ assist- 


Ballots for the election of a new 
committee have already gone out 
and are returnable by Jan. -V. 


wages of musicians in line with the 
city’s new income tax. We will re- 
gard this as a violation of agreements 
and contracts with the union. The 
specific wage clauses in our contracts 
must be complied with.’ 

This warning placed employers in 
the middle, as they face prosecution 
from the city if they fail to deduct 
the tax from employes’ wages. The 
first returns to the City Treasurer 
must be made by‘ January 15, with 
others twice-monthly throughout the 
year. 

The United Entertainers 
representing the city’s cabaret per- 
formers, likewise joined the battle 
against the tax, backing up the court 
test filed by the Central Labor Union, 
which contended the levy was un- 
constitutional. It is possible that an 
injunction will be issued against the 
unpopular tax pending the final ad- 
judication of its validity. 

The tax, passed by the last session 
of the City Council, makes traveling 
stage, carnival, night club perform- 
ers and musicians liable, as well as 
residents of the city. 





| which she claimed she wrote with 


| years ago. 


Assn., | 


| lished 20 years ago by the writer 
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Systematic Two-Way Drive by MPPA 
Against Bootleg Music Song Sheets 





Kardos’ Leaflet Suit 


Gene Kardos last week applied to 
the N. Y. supreme court for a sum- 
mary judgment in his $50,000 dam- 
age suit against the trustee of the 
New York, Ontario & Western Rail- 
road and the Pioneer Country Club, 





Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation is extending its campaign to 
suppress the sale of »ootleg song- 
sheets to every state in the country. 
It will apply the procedure that has 
proved so effective in New England 
and New Jersey. This mode of op- 
eration calls for going after the dis- 
tributor and retailer of the contra- 





of Greenfield Park, N. Y. The band- 
man’s action is founded on the charge 
that the defendants distributed a 
pamphlet stating that the Kardos 
orchestra was playing nightly at the 
Pioneer Club. 


band publications at the same time, 
| the former through criminal actions 
/ and the latter by filing civil suits in 
which heavy damages are asked. 
For the first time in the history of 





The railroad has entered a general 
denial, while the club admits the 
charge but pleads that the pamphlet 
was withdrawn immediately after it 
received a protest from Kardos. 


which the former seeks to be in- 
demnified against any award the 
bandman might obtain against them. 


‘Melancholy Baby’ Title 
To Shapiro, Bernstein 








Copyright ownership of 


Bernstein & Co. The deal, which 
| was closed last week, will result in 
| the discontinuance of a suit on file 
; with the N. Y. federal court and 
'avoid the threatened litigation be- 
| tween the two principals in the sale. 
| The action affected is the one which 
|Mrs. Maybelle Watson Bergmann 
| brought against the Joe Morris Mu- 
| sie Co., M.&M.’s predecessor, for an 
|accounting of royalties on ‘Baby,’ 





| her ex-husband, Ernie Burnett 28 


Shapiro-Bernstein had claimed that 
it controlled at least half of the re- 
newal rights to ‘Baby.’ It had ob- 
tained an assignment from Mrs. 
Bergmann and another from the es- 
tate of George Norton, who wrote 
the lyrics of ‘My Melancholy Baby.’ 
The Morris firm claimed that it held 
a bill of sale, including the renewal 
rights, from Norton himself. 

Ancther old-timer that Shapiro- 
Bernstein acquired last week was 
‘Sierra Sue,’ which has been re- 
cently revived among performers in 
midwest cafes. This tune was pub- 


himself, the late Joseph B. Carey. 
Before the rights could be obtained 
from Carey’s widow she had to go 





GETTING GOING NO CINCH 


The Reorganization of Teagarden 
Emphasizes Trade Angles 








Evidence of what can happen to | 
any of the many new bands formed | 
during the past year if things don't 
go just right is the recently reor- 
anized Jackson Teagarden band. 
Since its inception last year Teagar- | 
den’s group plunged into the red to 
the tune of approximately $30,000. 
due to teeing off with a large and 
high priced list of musicians. Though 
labeled as an okay outfit it skidded | 
along going deeper and deeper into 
the hole. It was taken over within 
the past two weeks by Paul Wim- 
bish who will personally manage 
in the future replacing John Gluskin. 

Gluskin retains a piece of the 
band by arrangement with Wimbish. 
Arthur Michaud, handler of Gene 
Krupa, Bob Chester, Buddy Rogers. | 
et al. originally handled Teagarden’s 
outfit under a booking contract be- | 
tween them. When’ Teagarden 
shifted to Gluskin and Music Cor- | 
poration of America Michaud was 


7 


| supposed to have received a settle- 
ment. 


It was never made and he | 
currently has claim charges filed | 


| with the musician’s union awaiting 
| disposition. 


New personne] lists: Jack Goldie. 
Larry Walsh, Joe Ferdinando, Art 
St. John, saxes; Joe Joe Gutierrez, , 
Seymour Goldfinger, Joe Farrell. | 
trombones; John Falstick, Freddie 
Goodman, Al Sculco, trumpets; Don 
Perri, guitar; Arnold Fishkin, base; 
Ernie Augustine, drums; and Nat | 
Jaffe, piano. Goldie, Walsh, Falstick, | 


are from Bunny Berigan’s band. | 
Freddie Goodman is brother of 
Benny. 


Teagarden goes into the Southland, 
Boston. for two weeks Jan. 22-Feb. 4. 


'‘On, Brave Old Army Team.’ 


through the formalities of setting up 
an estate. 

Other old-time copyrights that the 
same publishing house has absorbed 
during the past year or so include: 
‘When You Were Sweet Sixteen,’ 
‘Because I Love You,’ ‘Rock-a-Bye 
Baby,’ ‘Let Me Call You Sweet- 
heart,’ ‘Down Home Rag,’ ‘Play That 
Barbershop Chord,’ ‘Casey Jones’ and 


There is also on file an action hy the. 
Pioneer Club against the railroad in | 


Ending Legal Tangle 


‘Melan- 
choly Baby,’ rated as one of the most 
valuable in the business, has shifted 
from Mercer & Morris to Shapiro, 


the music business the bootleg evil 
‘is being attacked with a detailed, 
| coordinated plan. From distributors 
| of legitimate sheet music the MPPA 
, will obtain the names of stores and 
| stands where the contraband mater- 
ial is on sale. A letter of warning 
will be issued to each of these spots 
and a week later investigators from 
, the MPPA will make personal calls 
| in quest of evidence. If the bootleg 
sheets are stil! availa>le the investi- 
gator will purchase some copies and 
turn them over to whatever local 
counsel has been engaged by the 
MPPA for the purpose of bringing 
civil proceedings. The next move 
will be to track down the distri- 
butor of the unlawful songsheets and 
obtain a warrant for his arrest from 
federal authorities. 


As a preliminary to this nation- 
wide drive Sidney William Watten- 
berg, MPPA counsel, leaves this 
week on a tour to engage lawyers 
in various communiti.; to repre- 
sent MPPA in civil action and also 
cooperate with the federal authori- 
ties in pressing the criminal cases. 
Wattenberg has drawn up a uniform 
complaint for such civil proceedings 
and he will leave printed forms of 
this complaint with the legal corres- 
rondents he selects. 

Effect of the systematic campaign 
in New England has already been 
felt by the publishers of legitimate 
songsheets. They report that their 
sales in this areas during the past 
several months has increased as high 
as 60%. 


MOE GALE AS 
BOOKER TO 
GET EDGE 


After five years as a personal] man- 
ager only, Moe Gale has taken over 
the booking of his bands and talent. 
Operating on a booking license he’s 
had for some time, Gale has already 
set up a one-night department under 
his brother, Tim Gale, who was road 
manager for the Ella Fitzgerald or- 
chestra. Currently at the Savoy, 
Miss Fitzgerald’s band was ~being 
booked by Consolidated Radio Art- 




















ists without, however, being unde1 
contract. For the present Gale will 


{book only one-nighters until facili- 


LUNCEFORD-OXLEY | 
NOW OWN A CATALOG 


Jimmie Lunceford and his man- 
ager, Harold Oxley, are the latest to 
acquire a music catalog. Pair last | 
week acquired the Ted Browne | 
Music Co., an ASCAP member with 
an availability rating of 10 points. | 
Lunceford will serve as president, | 
Oxley becoming secretary-treasurer. | 
Firm will be renamed the New Era | 
Music Co. 

Lunceford and his manager own 
the titles to some 60 tunes, all Lunce- 
ford originals, which will be com- 
bined with the Browne catalog. 











JAMES OFF COLUMBIA 

Harry James orchestra is being 
dropped from the talent list of Co- | 
lumbia Records when his current! 
contract expires. Latter calls for | 
less than half dozen more sides. 

He was on the new 50c label and 
his recent recording of ‘Ciribiribin’ 
was named as one of the best cut- | 
tings of 1939. 
| 

Bobby Mellin has quit Witmark to | 
become Chicago manager for Mer- 
cer & Morris. Archie Levington, 
who had originally been offered the | 
job, remains with Witmark’s Chi- | 
cavo office. j 


| 





| ginning March 1. 
| to General Amusement Corp. cur- 


ties are set up to handle other de- 
partments. 

In making the move Gale ex- 
plained: ‘I hold no brief or grudge 
against any of the booking offices 
nor do I expect to enter into com- 
petition with them. I’m making 
this move because I believe that by 
booking my own attractions I'l] be 
in a better position to service end 
get them every consideration possi- 
ble. In order to do this I feel it is 
essential for me to handle their 
bookings.’ = 

First booking effort will be a one- 
night tour by the Inkspots becked 
by the Sunset Royal orchestra be- 
Inkspots are tied 


rently, their contract expiring next 
month. Beside the Inkspots and 
Ella Fitzgerald, Gale manages Er- 


| Skine Hawkins, Benny Carter, Savoy 


Sultans and Teddy Hill orchestras, 
all colored. 





Nat Tannenbaum’s Tour 


Nat Tannenbaum, sales exec for 
Irving Berlin, Inc., leaves this week 
on a cross-country tour to cal} on 
school] supervisors in behalf of ABC 
Music’s standard publications. 

In his round of key cities Tannene- 
baum will also exploit the ‘Pinoc- 
chio’ score, which is being published 
under the Berlin imprint. 
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ee Stuff—Music 


In an interview on the ‘Spotlighter’ program on WNEW, N. Y., last 
week, Van Alexander, who’s band is currently at the Fiesta Danceteria, 
N. Y., explained that arrangers like himself and Larry Clinton and Glenn 
Miller get the idea for a band of their own by watching the success other 
bands have obtained through the use of their arrangements. Figure that 
what their work can do for another outfit can do just.as well for a band 
of their own. : 

In the last half of the program Alexander went on to paradoxically ex- 
plain that oftentimes, like him, after an arranger has become a leader the 
press of being in the spotlight and leading such an organization becomes 
so great that the hiring of another arranger to do part of his (the leader’s) 
own arranging work becomes necessary. 








Following is an illustration of what can happen after a publishing firm 
has had a number of tunes that have sold around the 600,000-mark. Jonie 
Taps, general manager of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., last week brought a 
couple of writers into Louis Bernstein’s office so that he could listen to a 
song they were trying to place. : 

After a while Bernstein remarked, ‘What could you expect to do with 
that number? Certainly, not more than 150,000 copies.’ The writers gaped 
at this remark, since the trade in general regards a tune which sells 150,000 
copies as a hit. 





Broadcast Producers of N. Y. and George W. Dan Junas filed suit 
Wednesday (3) in the N. Y. supreme court against Rofretone Record Co., 


Fred Korff and Robert McCormick, charginmg—breach: of- contract-~ An-} 


accounting of profits is sought. 


It is alleged that Junas was hired in April, 1939, at $100 weekly by Korff; 


to aid in the manufacture, distribution and sale of paper records. Fifty 
percent of the profits of the venture were to go to Broadcast Productions. 





Each Christmas for the past five years songwriters Sammy Cahn and 
Saul Chaplin have penned a special tune for the daughter of Jack Kapp of 
Decca. Past holiday it was ‘The Girl With the Pigtails in Her Hair’ and 
Kapp got Bing Crosby to record it for her. 

Crosby like it so much that it has been published by Harms. 





Harry Tenney stated last week that Teddy Powell has no financial in- 
terest whatever in his publishing firm. The only connection between them 
was when Tenney last year acted as selling agent for a song that Powell 
had written and published. 
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JUST RELEASED ! 
Songs That Will Set the World Afire 


FROM 


WALT DISNEY’S 
‘PINOCCHIO’ 


WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR 
GIVE A LITTLE WHISTLE 

TURN ON THE OLD MUSIC BOX 
LITTLE WOODEN HEAD 

PVE GOT NO STRINGS 
HI-DIDDLE-DEE-DEE 

THREE CHEERS FOR ANYTHING 











CHAS. WARREN — Prof. Mgr. 




















THE BIG HAWAIIAN BALLAD HIT! 


“TO YOU SWEETHEART ALOHA” 


By HARRY OWEN (writer of “Sweet Leilani”) 
>sewa 


This ain’t no idle rumor—this song’s got stuff and humor! 


“HOLY SMOKE (can't va Take 2 Joke” 


By JOHNNY MERCER 
SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, 1619 Broadway, New York 
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¢ Band Bookings 3 


Tommy Dorsey, Jan. 12, Iowa City; 
13, St. Joseph, Mo.; 14, Sioux City, 
la.; 15, Cioux Falls, S. D.; 16, Des 
Moines; 17, Olewein, Ia.; 18, Dixon, 
Ill.; 19-26, Riverside theatre, Mil- 
waukee: Feb. 2-8, Lyric theatre, In- 
dianapolis; 9, U. of -Michigan, Ann 
Arbor; 10, Flint, Michigan. 

Del Courtney, Jan, 13, Trianon B., 
Chicago; 14, Aragon B., Chicago; 15, 
Quincy, Ill; 16, Topeka, Kans.; 19, 
Baker Hotel, Dallas, Texas. 

Bob Chester, Jan. 14, White Plains 
County Center, N. ¥. 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis, Jan. 11, Flat- 
bush theatre, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 18, 
Windsor theatre, Bronx,.N, Y.; Feb. 
2, Palace, Cleveland; 9, Colonial, 
Day; 16, Shubert, Cincinnati. 








Cincinnati. 

Al Donahue, Jan. 29, Scranton U., 
Scranton, Pa. 

Johnny McGee, Jan. 27, Kenyon 
A. C., Passaic, N. J. 

Fats Waller, Jan. 21, 2 weeks, 
Biatz- Palm--Gardens,: Milwaukee. - 

Georgie Auld, Jan. 17, Montgom- 
ery,.Fla.; Feb. 1, Madison, Ga.; 2, Or- 
lando, Fia.; 3, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Will Osborne, Jan. 30, Sarasota, 
Fla. 

Cab Calloway, Jan. 27, Idle Hour 
Park, Phoenix City, Ala.; 30, Spar- 
tanburg, S. C. 

Larry Clinton, Feb. 16, Louisiana 
State U, Baton Rouge, La. 





Band Review 


AL DONAHUE ORCHESTRA (16) 
With Paula Kelly, Phil Brito 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 

_ Donahue has been trying for some 
time to lose the ‘society band’ tag 
hung on him after many stands at 
the Rainbow Room, N. Y. That label 
can no longer apply. The outfit has 
been rebuilt for the masses. It’s a 
popular styled crew which drew 
nice response on one-night and thea- 
tre stands since leaving the deb den 
a couple months ago. 

Leader is currently at the head of 
a group made up of sure, strong 
three and three brass, four solid 
saxes and three rhythm, all adding 
up to an outfit which generates drive 
and enthusiasm. Takes off with 
plenty of power, occasionally a bit 
too much when heard opening night 
(Friday) even in the roomy Mead- 
owbrock. On the other hand, com- 
plying with a requisite of present 
day bands, it settles on and off into 
a smooth ballad, relieving sameness. 
Arrangements are good and nicely 
balanced, with occasional soloists 
standing out, notably, of all things, 
a hot bassoon as played by Stewie 
McKay, sax and arranger. 

Paula Kelly has been with Dona- 
hue for some time except for a short 
period last summer when she was 
replaced by Peggy Nolan. She han- 
dles her varied assignments with 

oise and a listenable voice. Phil 

rito carries the ballad end neatly 
and occasionally spells Donahue at 
the stick. Latter is a non-playing 
leader but the way in which he han- 
dles himself, announcements and 
general playing host to passing 
terpsters, makes it unnoticeable. 

Personel: sax, Joe Hurde, Jack 
Dorn, Sal Pace, Stewie McKay, 
trombones, Eddie Kolyer, Miff Simes, 
Jack Andrews; trumpets, Frank 
Ryerson, Mickey Cielo, Joe GQuasta- 
ferro; piano, Junie Mays; drums, 
Charlie Carroll; base, Wilbur Hoff- 
man. Mays, McKay, Andrews and 
Ryerson collab on arrangements. 
| Wood. 
| 














Kaye’s Dual Pianos 


Sammy Kaye orchestra has added | 
a second piano to its setup which | 


will be played by singer Clyde 
| Burke. Latter has been with the 
outfit since early last summer, being 
i taken on originally as a vocalist in 
| place of Tommy Ryan who was out 
| with a bad throat. When Ryan re- 
|turned Burke was kept. Ryan is 
guitarist as well as singer. 

.. Arrangements are, being rearranged 
for dual pianos. Band is on a win- 
ter long stand at the Commodore 
Hotel, N. Y., and airing for Sensa- 
tion ciggies. 


Kay Kyser, Jan. 19, Palace theatre, | 


| 


| 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Jan, 6, 1940) 
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Johnny Williams Delays 


After having had a new band of 
his own set up and working re- 
hearsal, Johnny Williams, former 
drummer with the Raymond Scott 
Quintet sidetracked its debut. It was 
set for three dates over the New 
Year week which were cancelled. He 
has a small group on the Kate Smith 
program and works in combos on 
other commercials. 

Williams dropped his embryo crew 
| because after weeks of rehearsals 
and changes in personnel he was un- 
able to unearth the calibre of men 
he wanted. However, he retained 
the music library set up for the new 
outfit and will resume work on the 
latter next summer. 











Merle Jacobs to Detroit 
Cleveland, Jan. 9. 

Merle Jacobs has been transferred 
from local MCA offices as band- 
booker and contact-man to Detroit, 
to open a new branch there for the 
chain. Will handle the entire De- 
troit territory, reporting to Howard 
Barton’s MCA office in Cleveland 
only on week-ends. 





D’Artega in again to guest conduct 
Shea’s Buffalo orchestra. 
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Ted Nicholas, Indianapolis 
Theatre Mer., Joins Tucker 


Indianapolis, Jan. 9. 

Ted Nicholas, for six years man- 
ager of the Lyric theatre here, re- 
signed last week to become man- 
ager of Orrin Tucker’s orchestra. 
Nicholas left for Chicago to join 
Tucker at the Palmer House. 

Nicholas once a film critic on the 
News (leaving a position with a 
wholesale plumbing supply house to 
woo the muse), later was advertising 
manager of the Indiana theatre. 

He has also been manager of the 
Civic theatre, the Arthur Casey 
stock company, and has been em- 
ployed at the Circle and Loew’s the- 
atres. 


BARTON-MARGO FIRM 


Ben Barton and Nat Margo have 
returned to the music publishing 
business on their own under the firm 
title of Sing Song Music Co. Their 
first number is ‘I Loved You Before 
I Met You.’ 
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Tuo for the books ! 


DOES YOUR HEART 
BEAT FOR ME? 


BILLY 


(1 ALWAYS DREAM OF BILL 


MEMORY REMINDERS 


WHO’S SORRY NOW. 
; MA 


HE'S MAKING ‘EYES AT ME) 


_ DARDANELLA 2 


j CES | 














Wednesday, January 10, 1940 








[ACTOR INDIFFERENCE 


The American Guild of Variety Artists held its first general 
rectig Sunday (7) in New York. Only about 300 perform- 

were sufficiently interested in their own union to attend— 
4 some of those who were there were disorderly, 








Jt was apparent that some of the wounds left by the disen- 
anchisement of the American Federation of Actors were still 
ding. The heckling at the AGVA meeting was reminiscent 
the get-together called by Sophie Tucker last June for a vote 
t confidence in Ralph Whitehead’s regime at the AFA, which 
“ound up in a riot at the Edison hotel. 


That some of the hecklers on Sunday were Whitehead die- 
ards was also very evident. They asked some embarrassing 
estions but failed to ask the most important one of all—where 


we all the actors? 





Although the meeting’s disorder was bad enough, the failure 
f the membership of the AGVA to make a better showing in 
numbers again points up the fact that vaudeville actors usually 
brent sufficiently interested in their own organizations. This 
held true with the White Rats, the NVA, the AFA, and now 


“the AGVA, 


The next AGVA meeting is set for Sunday (14), and this will 
oncern the election of officers. Who is to run the new variety 
rformers’ union will be decided at that time—by whatever 
rtion of the membership showing up. 








If only 300, or thereabouts, put in an appearance next Sunday, 

he actors will lose a stock question the next time organiza- 
ional trouble comes about. They’ll already know the answer 
o‘WHO’S TO BLAME?’, | 


hate, Hartford, Heavy User of Radio 
To Plug Vaudhlms; 45 Spots Weekly 


Hartford, Jan. 9. {wene at 4 er a guest on 
a transcription swing show a 

One of the most comprehensive, ;°" 38 : 4 
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Perfect Alibi 





Barney Gerard, vet burley and 
vaude producer, while en route 
to N. Y. from the Coast, 
noted that the Tower theatre, 
Kansas City, was billing a re- 
view, ‘Follies of the Day.’ 
Gerard copyrighted that tag in 
1908 and used it for years, so had 
his attorney, Alfred Beekman, 
notify the house to that effect. 

Reply from C. Bernard Joffee, 
Tower manager, apologized with 
the explanation that he hadn’t 
yet been born in 1908, so was 
under the impression that he had 
thought up the title himself. 


ATLANTA HAS 
VAUDE REVIVAL 


—_—-- 








Atlanta, Jan. 9. 
What amounts to veritable revival 
of vaudeville down this way is re- 
flected in policy of Capitol theatre, 
Lucas & Jenkins, vaudfilmer, which 
is booking better class of units than 
ever before, 


trude Avery’s 
Clymas’ ‘Hooray America,’ with ‘Fly- 
ing Down to Rio’ tentatively skedded 
for week beginning Jan. 28. 

Units Cap is now booking boast 
from 30 to 40 people, double number 
that used to appear on their stage 
during five and a half years that this 
house was town’s sole vaude out- 
post. Theatre, however, is not boost- 
ing prices, offering stage show and 
B pix for 25c daytime top and 30c 
at night. 

Lucas & Jenkins’ Paramount is 
also booking stage shows, having set 
A. B. Marcus’ show for week of 
Jan, 13, to be followed by Phil 
Spitalny and his All-Girl orch Jan. 
20. This house played Ozzie Nel- 
son’s band just before holidays and 
did okay at boxoffice. 

A. C. Cowles is L.&J.’s screen and 
stage booker, 





Kyser Sets Attendance 
Record at Westchester 
Co. Centre; $7,023 B.0. 


Kay Kyser shattered all attend- 
ance records for any sort of event 











Karston’s ‘Follies Un- 
usual’ opened at that spot Jan. 7 
and will be followed Jan. 14 by Ger- 
‘America Swings.’ 
Booked for week of Jan. 21 is Josef 


VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 


Thomson Enroute to Untangle 
AGVA; Only 300 Attend Union's 
N.Y. Rally, Marred by Heckling 


VARIETY ry] 





BUSY T. D. KEMP 


Now Setting Shows for Around 135 
Theatres 








Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 9. 
Recent enlarging of territory by 
Southern Attractions of Charlotte 
has resulted in making that office 
one of the busiest individual booking 
offices in the country, according to 
T. D. Kemp, Jr., manager. 

Serving about 135 theatres from 
West Virginia to Florida, Kemp At- 
tractions now sets units for 10 weeks 
booking, almost double that of any 
other individual office. The length 
of playing dates for units was upped 
from six weeks by the recent aadi- 
tion of some dozen Sparks theatres 
in Florida, and theatres in Atlanta, 
Birmingham and Nashville, 


PITT SPOT MAY 
FOLD VAUDE 
QUICKLY — 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 

Flop of vaudifilm policy at 
Senator, Harris downtown site, is 
expected to send that house back 
to straight pix again this weekend. 
Spot went in for vaude Xmas Day 
and since then has played two more 
bills, dropping heavy coin on all of 
"em. 

Late yesterday (Monday) officiais 
of Harris company were to have had 
another meeting with unions in an 
effort to adjust musicians’ and stage- 
hands’ scales and, that failing, site 
planned to drop shows once and for 
all, Management’s idea here was 
cheap entertainment, scaled at 25c 
and 40c, but Harris execs claimed 
rate of $90 weekly for musicians and 
$115 for stagehands was too exces- 
sive. 








Senator tried vaude couple of 
times before, but got nowhere, and 


Kenneth Thomson, executive-sec- 
retary 6f the Screen Actors Guild, 
will arrive in New York Friday (12) 
to take temporary charge of the 
affairs of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists in the crisis precipi- 
tated by the recent resignation of 
Dorothy Bryant as executive-secre- 
tary of the vaude-nitery union. He 
left the Coast by train last night 
(Tuesday) after receiving permis- 
sion from the SAG board to take on 
the assignment. He had been asked 
to come east by the board of AGVA 
and the Associated Actors & Ar- 
tistes of America, the parent or- 
ganization. 

Mrs. Bryant, whose sudden illness 
forced her retirement, has left the 
hospital, but is still confined to her 
home. There is no indication when 
a permanent succesor may be chosen, 
but it’s indicated it will not be for 
some time. Harry Calkins, former 
AFA organizer who was brought in 
just before the holidays to be Mrs. 
Bryant’s assistant, quit a couple of 
days after her resignation and re- 
turned to Indianapolis. Pending 
Thomson’s arrival, Jean Muir is in 
charge of the union’s affairs. 

AGVA’s relations with the vaude- 
ville circuits, agents and niteries, all 
of which were in a state of flux 
when Mrs. Bryant dropped out of 
the picture, have been hanging fire 
since then. With Thomson’s arrival 
in the east, however, it’s expected 
that he will take up the situation 
as soon as he has familiarized him- 
self with conditions. 


Meeting ‘Satisfactory’ 


Rally last Sunday (7) at the Palm 
Gardens, N.Y., the first such affair 
held since the union’s formation, 
was comparatively tame from a 
news standpoint, but was regarded 
as highly satisfacsory by -AGVA 
heads. The ‘near-riot’ reported in 
two dailies was confined to a brief 
flurry of heckling by four repre- 
sentatives of the American Federa- 
tion of Actors, including Tom Kelly, 
head of the AFA’s Philadelphia 
branch. Incident occurred when 
Sidney Williams. a member of the 








Of that, $15 was to be placed |AFA council, demanded information 
in escrow and returned to theatre in | regarding AGVA’s $30,000 loan from 
event it played shows for 25 weeks! the Four A’s. 
during one year. | ment by several AGVA members to 


There was a move- 


‘throw ’em out,’ but officials on the 
platform quickly brought it under 








on a local commercial show, the 
ale passes out oakleys by the 
ket, A tieup with WDRC has 
State flashing a trailer advertis- 


The ET shows either play record- | : A 
ings by the band at the State, or | &t the White Plains, New York, 


interview the band leaders and one| County Center, Sunday night (5), 
or two specialists, or a combination | grossing $7,023 and turning a couple 
of both. lof thousand people away in two 


the station, in return for which 
station donates a curbstone pro- 


—- a week (Friday) to the EZRA STONE IN VAUDE 


The: four local stations, WTHT, 
BC, WTIC and WDRC, cash in 
most on the spot announcement 
isiness of the State. As a result, 
lof them donate certain times dur- | 
§ the-week for the plugging of | 
ws at the State through the in- 
view route. Others participating 
the theatre's spot announcement} on the ‘Aldrich Family’ radio series. 
iness are WATR and WELI. All! Dates are the Hipp, Baltimore, the 
astations give the theatre a state- | 
# coverage, with WTIC giving! 
theatre plenty of coverage in 
w England. 
lh the final analysis, the vaud- 
mer is devoting more attention to 
tio than to newspapers, both from 
‘advertising and publicity stand- 
unis, And though the State’s 
paper lineage is high, some of 
“anti-radio papers are peeved that 
of the cash is flowing away 
n them. 
hy has been a strong concen-| yartford date won't interfere with 
bon of time and money over radio | his radio program, so 
fy once the annexation of| originate in New York as usual. 
ier nk as house p.a. last Sep-| Figured the regular radio cast will 
nce Raa formerly an ad-| go the stage assignment. 
0 Years, Pg A gn icoigga at In his spare time, Stone teaches 
. © campaign is not without its|4t the “Te Academy of Dra 
cicaps. Ordinary opening day at| ™Atic Art, N. Y. 
we is Friday and that means three 
in A great part of the radio 
a on that day and it means 
tly »UP by the performers from 
an orning to late at night. A 
; Wer may have two and three 
he on that day in addition 
Shows and an early morning 








































Ezra Stone, currently in ‘See My 
Lawyer,’ at the Adelphi, N. Y., will 
play two weeks of vaude appear- 


ford, for five days beginning Feb. 22. 
William Morris office is agenting. 
Actor, who also staged ‘Lawyer,’ 
will leave the show to fill the vaude 
commitment. It’s the second time 


gone to the Coast to make his pic- 
ture debut in ‘At Good Old Siwash’ 
for Paramount. He’s due to return 





Consuelo Mathews of R.C. 
Now With Guido Artini 


Consuelo Mathews, one time bal- 
lerina at the Radio City Music Hall, 






Broadway, N. Y., in the dance team 

b, breakdown of the Friday radio|of Guido Artini and Consuelo. Just 

C nctude a guest interview over |in from Havana, where they played 
at noon; a guest appearance | most of 1939. 

hye. Crawford Clothes curbstoner| Went to Cuba on a four-week 

t RC at 1:45 P.m:; a guest shot | booking after Miss Mathews left the 





“Music Off the Record,’ ET, at| Music Hall. 


WITH ‘ALDRICH’ SKETCH 


‘Aldrich’ broadcast for Feb. 13 will | 
be aired from Baltimore, but the: 


| 


}ances next month in a sketch based | 


week of Feb. 9, and the State, Hart- | 


he’s left the cast, having previously | 


to the show again after the personals. | 


| 


that will | 


i 


| 


' 


| 
} 
| 


is appearing at La Conga cafe on, 


‘spotted Carmen Miranda 


performances, matinee and evening. 
Center is ordinarily set up for 5,000 
capacity, but with standees and ex- 
tra pews, 6,000 were crowded into 
each show. Firemen closed the doors 
in both instances, For the early 
vaude show beginning at 2:30 the 
S.R.O. sign was hung soon after 
noon. Previous attendance record at 
the County Center was set by Paul 
Robeson in a concert appearance. 
This date, the first single day stand 
for Kyser in the N, Y. area in some 
time, was given a buildup by Kyser’s 
picture, ‘That’s Right — You’re 
Wrong,’ which played the RKO} 
White Plains theatre Dec. 30-Jan. 3. | 
In addition to Kyser, the County 
Center show had Jerry Arlen’s | 
orch, Steve Evans, Abdullah Girls, 
Shea and Raymond, Whitey Roberts, 
Claire and Sana Sisters. Scale was 
55c., 85c., $1.10. 

Kyser had State Senator William 
F. Condon, Mrs. Harold D. Mack, 
Westchester political figure, and Wil- 
lie Turnesa, golf champ, among the 
judges for his musical contest. 


Hildegarde, Hartmans 
Open New Fla. Spot 


Hildegarde and the Hartmans are 
set to open Saturday (13) at the 
new Country Club, between Miami 
Beach and _ Hialeah. Spot is a 
made-over private estate. 

Eddie Garr is headed for a two- 
week stand opening Feb. 21 at the 
Hollywood hotel, Hollywood, Flor- 
ida. Both dates were set by CBS 
Artists Bureau-MCA. They also 
into the 
Colony Club, Chicago, opening Feb. 
20, probably for the run in Chicago 
of ‘Streets of Paris,’ in which she’s 








, cast. 


has again found bad location of | control. 

house, together with stiff stage com-| Speakers included Frank Gillmore, 
petish from WB deluxer, the Stan-|Four A’s president; Emily Holt, 
ley, too much to buck. Return to/ American Federation of Radio Ar- 
old policy of first-run duals and | tists executive-secretary; Phil Loeb, 
.0.’s of hit pix from sister Alvin | of Actors Equity; Henry Jaffe, 
is contemplated. | AGVA attorney; Miss Muir, and Phil 
| Irving, a member of the former Fer- 


ADAMS. NEWARK. DARK: | savar Zecsiaea ttipatea there 
: ’ | were only about 300 present. ; 
SHOWS SWITCH TO PAR, , First meeting of the union's New 


ilikewise at Palm Gardens. Princi- 




















Lynn Chalmers’ Chi Run 
Chicago, Jan. 9. 
Lynn Chalmers, singer, goes into 





Newark, Jan. 9. | pal scheduled action will be the 
shuttered the Adams theatre indefi- and officers. 
1,900-seat house. Decision came as 

| FOR STRANDED TROUPE 
steadily after a slow start, hypoe 
orch that brought out the S.R:O. ances by out-of-state troupes are 
tition of five midtown ‘ first-run |°F Other difficulties mot covered by 
pressive grosses in favor of more | Commission. 

Key men of the Adams move over ‘Java as a result of the waterfront 
production manager. here, paid $220 to the Dutch con- 
stituted at Adam’s a month ago in Los Angeles. They finally sailed for 

Chicago, Jan. 9. 
club with the new show starting 
ite stay. raine Sisters, Inga Borg, Olympie 


After 16 weeks of in-and-out legit | election of a nominating committee 
nitely, switching name bands to his 
a surprise, for indications were that 
by a half dozen girl shows and a Los Angeles, Jan. 9. 
sign. morally responsible for the care of 
houses (including his Paramount) their contracts, in the opinion of Leo 
comfortable consolidation under one; Opinion was brought about by the 
to the Paramount, including Zack | Wire. Columbia Concers, booker, 

No decision yet on whether to sulate to cover living expenses of the 
tieup with radio station WNEW and | Java on a Dutch boat. 

Willie Shore holds over as head- 

the Pompeian Room of the Congress | Jan. 24. 

Comes in after date in the Ralph | Trio and the Muriel Kretlow danc- 





and vaudfilm, A. A. Adams _ has| to pick the slate for the local board 
Ing what to do with the axxened BOOKERS RESPONSIBLE 
the boxoffice had been picking up 
holiday week of Cab Calloway- and Bookers or promoters of perform- 

Apparently, Adams found compe- such troupes when stranded by strikes, 
too much and elected to forego im-!L. Schaumer of the State Labor 
roof. . Stranding of the Devi Dja dancers of 
Freedman, who takes over title of |2894 A. Piedro, who brought them 
continue weekly amateur shows, in- | dancers during their enforced stay in 
Sachs Furniture Co. 

Willie Shore Stays On 
liner in the near northside Hi-Hat 

hotel here on Jan. 17 for an indefin- Rest of layout will include Lor- 
Hitz Book-Cadillae hotel in Detroit. | ers. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Earl Carroll’s, H’ wood. 


Hollywood, Dec. 26. 

Bob Bromley, Hubert Castle, 
Christine, Bob Williams & Red Dust, 
Rufe Davis, Sterner Sisters, Walter 
‘Dare’ Wahl, The Juvelys, Ken 
Stevens, Bill Brady, Ray Parker & 
Porthole, Jean Tighe, Singing 
Strings, Archie Bleyer Orch, Eduardo 
Aguilar rhumba band. 


Third of the Earl Carroll revues in 








ginning.’ Larry Ceballos staged the 
ensembles and Jean LeSeyeux is re- 
sponsible for the costumes 
scenic effects. Carroll will try for 





stage show. Helm, 


CAFE ROUGE, N. Y. 


(HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA) 


Glenn Miller Orch (18), 
Eberle, Marion Hutton; 
Rotgers Orch (7). 





Ray 
Ralph 








and | 


four-month run on this one, his 50th | 


od 





‘longhairs are comin’ back, and in a 
| choice dinner pet like the Empire 

Hoagland is ideal. Probably the 
best answer to this is the fact that 
Goodman was restricted 100% to the 
‘supper biz and a smooth combo, Nat 
| Brandywine, substituted for the din- 
rier session. Goodman got the jitter- 
‘bugs; but for dinner the -customers 
didn’t want to be blasted out of the 
| room. 

Hoagland has a nice team of 12 
which, after the initial difficulties 
with the vocalist—there was mike 
trouble—is now operating smoothly. 

Surrounding is also smart variety 
booking. ‘Dr.’ Giovanni—the ‘Dr.’ 
was tacked on by Ben Bernie at the 
Astor Roof (N. Y.) this past summer 
—is the amazing’ kleptomaniac. 
While he adlibs with the audience 
victims, he divests them of wrist- 





a year at this Hollywood spot follows 
the stenciled lines of its predecessors. 
This one is dubbed ‘The World of 
P'easure’ and lacks the glamour and 
pretentiousness of the others. Pro- 
duction numbers are fewer and less 
dazzling. 

Show might serve as an answer to 
‘what’s happened to vaudeville? 
There are about 15 solo turns in the 
lineup, running from dog acts and 
puppets to acrobats and tight-rope 
walkers. For a new novelty there 
is a precision group of ‘three-legged 
damsels that manages the added ap- 
pendage with their arms. 

Among the more spectacular num- 
bers are ‘Tree of Jewels,’ Orange 
Grove’ and ‘White Fans in the 
Moonlight.’ Considerably more re- 
hearsal is needed to smooth out the 
wrinkles. Finale of ‘Shooting Stars’ 
had to be trimmed opening night due 
to lack of preparation. Girls are 
equipped with torches from which 
sparkers are set off. Chorus of 45 
went through the motions but the 
effect fizzled. 

Revue is without an m.c. and spe- 


Still rising in popularity though it 
already occupies the No. 1 position 
on the band list, the Glenn Miller out- | 
fit started its most important prestige ' 
stand to date here last week. Miller , 
is playing for both dinner and sup-— 
per, taking time out three nights a 
week for his Chesterfield ciggie , 
broadcasts. During dinner the band 
adheres almost exclusively to sweet 
tunes, but opens up a bit later, 


Band should prove a capable draw | 
for the new room, opened last fall 
by the Artie Shaw outfit. Youngsters 
were noticeable in the opening night 


usual occurrence for a name band at 
the Penn. However, business at din- 
ner was comparatively quiet, and a 
decided lull set in at 9 p.m., when 
the band left for its broadcast. 
just as noticeably revived after its 
return. 


Miller is heading a powerful group | 





interesting and colorful arrange- 
ments, heavily tricked up, written by 


crowd, especially after dinner, the | 


It | 


| Diane Collier, 


watches, suspenders, wallets and, so 
amazing is his stuff, probably their 
gold inlays. He's a variety vet, 
lear aged originally of the Two 

rankels (trapezists), but has also 
been an around-the-world fave, 
namely, in the London, Paris, Cairo 
and U. S. niteries. 

Sara Ann McCabe tees off with a 
charming vocal style. She opens 
with a Kern medley; thence ‘South 
American Way’ and ‘Beguine.’ She 
has a nice personality and is an en- 
gaging entry for a class ao? ‘ 

‘ el. 


PALUMBO’S, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 5. 
Estelle Sloan, Cosmos & Lolita, 
Conway & Parks, Johnny Leary, 
Gotham Girls (8), 
Howard Reynolds Orch (8), Jerry 





that satisfies from any angle, using | Delmar’s Orch (6). 





If the success of a show is meas- 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


| out fourth year at same spot. They're 
both singers of a different stripe, 
with Carter selling ‘em the pash bal- 
lads and Di Palma going in for the 
operatic stuff with a touch of the 
antic. Nixon wouldn’t look the same 
anymore without either of them. 
Marsico band continues to dish out 
an unspectacular brand of dansapa- 
tion, precisely what the customer re- 
quirements are here, and plays a 
serviceable show. That's to be ex- 
pected, however, since the _ fiddle- 








Kay Kyser and his featur, 
ist, Ginny Sims, were coun King 
and Queen of Winter at the Lake 
Placid Olympic arena. As in the pa: 
years, Lowell Thomas did the pod te, 
ing. : 





, G. Roy Nunley, Portsmouth, op; 
laying leader has had lots of ’ uth, Ohio; 
auaiie experience in presentation | Hubert Carlson, Kansas City, Mo. 
houses. Cohen, | Henry Hearn, Charlotte, N. ¢, ai | 
'ex-Will Rogerites, are starting 


| new year with a good health po Ba 


William (‘Bill’) Coty, radio tech. 
ain, wires that Kate Sniith ig 
really a skiing expert on th 
Placid trails. Lake 

Fred Doringer, who chirped as 
baritone with the old Guy Bros, Min. 
strels in 1915 and recently of the 
West Virginia House of Delegates, 
knocked out the flu at his Fairmount, 
W. Va., home. 


_Eddie Vogt spending his rest pe- 
riods walking up and down Broad- 
way, N. Y. It’s his first vacash out 
of the san in a long while. 

Marya Blake, strictly in bed, would 
like to hear from friends. 

_ Lillian Mansfield, ex-Ziegfeld doll, 
is back getting a load of Adirondack 
air. Now at 17 St. Bernard street, 

After three years up here, Jog 
(IATSE) McCarthy left for New 
York. 

Jack O'Leary, of the old-time Kilt. 
ies, who made the grade here, there 
and other places, is now a succes x 
ful businessman in Malone, N. Y, 


Karl Kern, Fairmount, West Vir. 


TURQOISE ROOM, N.Y. 


(SHERRY-NETHERLAND HOTEL) 





- George Demarel Orch, Edward 
Faye & Brenda, George Church, Joan 
Chapman, 





A very intimate rocm in a hotel 
that makes no pretense at going after 
night-clubbers in big numbers, the 
Turqoise Room of the Sherry-Nether- 
land is a happy retreat for the stay- 
outs who prefer good food, plus 
drinks, and a nice little show in ultra 
surroundings. 

The orchestra is pleasant; the 
dance floor is no place for jitterbugs. 
While small, it is sufficient for the 
capacity and for the show, which in- 
cludes George Church, from legit; 
Joan Chapman, singer, and the dance 
team of Edward Faye and Brenda. 
All are reviewed under New Acts. 

In _ the legit musicals, ‘On Your 
Toes’ and ‘Boys From Syracuse,’ 
Church is a cinch sock here with his 
hardshoe tap routines. For vocal 
warmth there is Miss Chapman, who 
has lots of personality, while in the 
ballroom division, the Turqoise offers 
Edward Faye and Brenda, who sug- 
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Miller himself, who’s a genial, smil-| ured by how much the patrons en- | gest fine possibilities. 


ginia, deck-hander, is staging an 
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cialties are unannounced, leaving the 
sitters in the dark as to who is who. 
There’s a program but it jumps 
around too. Most of the turns have 
been around and offer little new. 
Rufe Davis gives out with his imi- 
tations and Bob Bromley pulls the 
strings on his puppets in clever 
routines. Hubert Castle’s drunk act 
on the tight wire was well received 
and the Juvelys score in a balancing 
act. Bob Williams has a clever 
canine in Red Dust and Walter 
‘Dare’ Wahl is on deck with his 
diminutive assistant in a series of 
ludicrous balancing situations. Chris- 
tine goes in for the Cuban dances 
and Ray Parker’s material with a 
dummy needs considerable cleaning 
up. Most of it is plain bad and un- 
funny. He operates the wooden 
stooge by means of a ‘radio beam’ 
while he goes out among the sitters 
for a mind-reading act. Sterner sis- 
ters are on and off several times with 
dance steps. Bill Brady and Ken 
Stevens take care of the warbling. 
Revue carries its own music by 
Dorcas Cochran and Charles Rossoff. 





ing leader. 
sections provide an excellent outlet | 
for the leader’s writings, and the’ 
whole is based on a solid rhythm sec- | 
tion paced by drummer Milton Pur- | 
till. 

There’s worlds of showmanship in | 
the crew, many of the arrangements 
calling for entire trombone or sax | 
segments to take breaks, as well as | 
one-man interludes, giving a driving | 
effect plenty appreciated by listen-'| 
ers. Miller takes few solo breaks, 
preferring to augment the three 
trombones with his own. 


the numbers the band is identified 
with, some of which were repeated. 
Several of these were a bit too loud, 
but that probably has since been, or 
will be, remedied. At the time, they 
only served to generate more audi- 
ence enthusiasm. 

Vocalists Marion Hutton and Ray 
Eberle apparently clicked with the 
crowd. Miss Hutton’s jitterbug stuff 
egged the dancing audience into 
foregoing terps to stand around and 
watch and listen. 


Opening- | 
night tune layout included many of | 


Eberle’s stuff was | 
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smooth and well received. 
Ralph Rotgers’ small combo cap- 
ably handles the Miller mia 
ood. 


EMPIRE ROOM, N. Y. 


(WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL) 


Everett Hoagland Orch (12), Gio- 
vanni, Sara Ann McCabe. 


Best of the numbers and plugged for 
the outstander is ‘This Is the Be- 


LORD & 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 























The Empire Room’s booking in 
this Waldorf-Astoria spot is one of 
extreme contrast. Benny Goodman 
bounces out; in comes Everett Hoag- 
land on his first N. Y. stand. Nearest 
to the metropolis he ever got was 





LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street Jenkinson’s Pavilion on the Jersey 
BIC coast. 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 Hoagland is strictly a smooth, 


sweet band in the Lombardo tradi- 
tion. As the wise boys put it, the 

















NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 


‘The THEATRE 
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of the STARS. 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


Its solid brass and sax|joyed themselves at this catching, 


then this offering is a nifty. For the 
house, jammed to the doors, ap- 
plauded, shouted and whistled for al- 
— every turn. It’s that kind of a 
spot. 


Estelle Sloan’s dance atop a xylo- 
phone won good response. A clever 
hoofer, she beats out different tunes 
with her feet, then returns for a fast, 
whirling Russian turn that’s socko. 

Cosmos and Lolita mix up their 
dance routine cleverly, starting with 


tango, then going into high with a 
rhumba. Conway and Parks, sepia 
| hoofers, are amusing with their slow 
| shuffling. drawling songs and double- 
| talking Harlemese. 

Diane Collier has a fair voice but 
needs more experience, straining too 
much in her efforts to please. Johnny 
Leary is a clean-cut m.c. with a fine 
baritone, handling the show with 
elan and giving out with ‘Donkey 
Serenade.’ ‘Cosi Cosa,’ ‘Oh, Johnny’ 
and ‘My Prayer.’ 

The line, routined by Bill Hen- 
dricks, is young, good-looking and 
above average as dancers, in addi- 
tion to being well-costumed in their 
three numbers. Finale of show has 
all principals doing bits from their 
routines, then cluster around one 
looker representing ‘1940’, 

Howard Reynolds’ orch and Jerry 
Delmar’s all-femme crew split the 
dansapation chores. 

Though show caught was in midst 
of the town’s pre-New Year’s lull, 
they had to add tables on dance floor 


Philly’s ‘Little Italy’. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 4. 
Al Marsico Orch (10), Manning & 
Mitzi, Gale 6, Beauvell & Tova, Bob 
Carter, Angelo Di Palma. 


Shal. 














| 

New Year’s show at Tony Con- 
forti’s thriving nitery is neatly bal- 
} anced and a bristling package of en- 
| tertainment as well. Easily the sea- 
son’s best at this spot, in fact, and 
a click with the steady ringsiders. 
Incidentally, that’s the trade Con- 
forti tries most to please inasmuch 
as over the years he’s built up a 
certain clientale that considers at 
least a weekly visit to Nixon cafe an 
absolute must. 

Replacing the usual line of six 
girls is Gale sextet, three femmes 
|and three boys, flash dance turn for- 
merly with Ted Lewis. It was a 
classy act on the stage and it’s even 
more so on a cafe floor. Good-look- 
ing group eschew usual ensemble 
stuff for ballroom collectivism and 
make each of their three numbers a 
standout. The finale is a corking 
idea, an old tintype routine costumed 
accordingly and good for flock of 
laughs. 

Les Manning works with couple of 





a slow waltz, gaining tempo with a | 


George Damerel’s orchestra, an 
effective combination but odd in that 





it is made up largely of winds, dis- 
penses the kind of soft swing and | 
melodic rhythms which are appro- | 
priate for an upper-crust hostelry 
like the Sherry-Netherland Damerel | 
doubles for vocals. He has a very 
pleasing voice and features ballads 
of the popular variety. Char. 
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e015 YEARS AGOece| 


(From Variety) 








A new Broadway gross record for | 
a musical was chalked up when 
‘Rose Marie’ went to $52,500 in 11 
performances, | 





Metro was paying Laurence Stall- | 
ings $25,000 to scenarize his latest | 
book, ‘Plumes.’ It was to be the | 
first screen task for the co-author of | 


okay comeback. Boy rates high in 
aiding others at the Will Rogers, 
Hap Ward, Jr., states that his good 
health reports are due to the fact 
that he is Ben Schaffer’s room mate 
and that Ben’s laughs aid the cure. 
Actors Colony wants to express its 
thanks to all those who made the 
holidays more cheerful for them. 


Write to those who are ill. 
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THREE WILES 


“America’s Outstanding 
Novelty Act’ 


WEEK JAN. 


WINDSOR, Bronx, 
WEEK JAN. 18 


11 


FLATBUSH, B’klyn, New York 





New York 


here. Crowd consists mostly of fam- | ; F ; 
ily trade. nitery being in the heart of | Ree enereer ure ot the Hew Teen 


Permanent Address: 1860 60th 8t., 
Brooklyn, New York 


BEachview 2-2413 


,; ‘What Price Glory’. 





‘Gentleman’ Jim Corbett, the for- Phone: 
|mer heavyweight boxing champion 
of the, world, was in a new vaude 
act, with Jack Norton. With a touch 
| of fight talk in the act, it was clicko 
lat the Palace, on Broadway. 























MALCIA 


Clifford C. Fischer's 
“FOLIES BERGERE” 
Sole Direction: 
Charles Ferrier, Ltd. 
1235/9, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
London, W. C, 2 Kus. Managet: 
J. Alexander 





| Milton Berle, a new personality, 


| State, looked like a comer. He was. 


| still in his teens. 














| The VariEtTy-Equity feud, which 
| for five years saw this pub barred | 
{from the union’s offices, was ended 


hee an understanding. 


| A. L. Erlanger and Florenz Zieg- 
|feld were reported to have had a 
| Spat, so leading to stories that 
| Zieggy would quit Erlanger and 


| align with William Randolph Hearst. 











Bes: Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 
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Eric Von Stroheim, directing ‘The 
Merry Widow,’ and John Gilbert, 
playing the lead role of Prince 
Danilo, were feuding. Von Stro- 
heim is believed to have originally 
| wanted Norman Kerrry for the part. 
| Irving Thalberg had to act as peace- 
maker. 
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(ST. CLAIR and DAY| 


| 


| now appearing nightly 


| 
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INTERNATIONAL CASINO, NEW YORK 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Beyant 9-7800 


dogs, but only one of them, Mitzi. | 
gets billing and shows why. Pup is) 
a cute trick that comes out first in| 





ee 
eg full-dress regalia to do a drunk “Whether or not new to New York, they should win 
q 'routine and then returns after a/ a following here and rate spotting in a legit musical. 
; is pause for some strong acrobatic | They are a perfect fit for niteries, the classier the 
ee stuff. Remaining featured act is | etter. Scho. | 
7 t dance team of Beauvell and Tova, Variety. 


ably selling variety of staples. They 
look smart, and exotic gal’s plenty | 
on the svelte. striking side. Best bit. 
is a fast twirl with femme stretched | 
unsupported across partner’s shoul- 
ders. A graceful, easy-to-take cou- 
ple, they stack high in ballroom- 
| ology. 

Standbys here are still Bob Carter, 
who doubles as m.c. and featured 
vocalist with Al Marsico’s orch, and 
Angelo Di Palma, latter rounding: 


“St. Clair.and Day the dancing team that well-nigh 
brought the ceiling down last evening (except that 
the International's ceiling is too high).” 

—New York World-Telegram. 


H. LUBIN 


J. 
GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 
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“A gold star to St. Clair and Day, show-halting 
dance team at the International Casino.” 
—DOROTHY KILGALLEN, 
New York Journal-American- 
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-big stage shows, including an 18- 


‘augmented by four vaudeville acts | newsreels. 


-luding the foremost band names, "P- 
‘available, plus better-than average | 


-(Par-Singer) against the Minnesota | ther Brandt spots are still dualing 


on the venture. a. 
' Built i ses for Publix, the house | TA Distribs $10,000 


‘000 a week, but profitable operations 
continued only for the first several | 


-tlosed at various intervals, grosses | 


‘Areadia-International Restaurant to | Stars’ show, and the Finnish relief 


i Wednesday, January 10, 1940 
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Nitery Op Delays Trial 
Of Assault On Scribe 


Troy, N. Y., Jan. 9. 

Peter Simonian, 39. native of Bul- 
garia, proprietor of the Club Mo- 
rocco, former operator of the float- 
ing Show Boat, and perhaps Troy’s 
best-known night spot manager, 
charged with assaulting Edward Mc- 
Donald, Jr., veteran political writer 
for The Record Papers last week, 
was granted an adjournment by Po- 
lice Judge James F. Byron to Jan. 
19, in order to permit application for 
certification of the case to County 
Court. ‘ Judge Byron denied a Police 
Court jury trial, on the grounds it 
had not been requeste’ at the time 
of arraignment. 

The judge also refused to per- 
mit the patrolman, who, with a 
—— was present at the time 

robably will remain | ° e alleged assault, to with- 
house nll belie? being current | CT@W his additional charge of disor- 
closed ’ | derly conduct against Simonion. Ac- 


estion of time before | 3 . 
StU se oncessary te» Sane Por | cording to the information, defend- 


structure king lot to save| 2®t, who weighs about 250 pounds, 
taxes. ee ave | allegedly crossed a downtown street, 


Benz Bros, who have been op-| approached McDonald from the rear 


} jand hit him several times. Taken 
erating Minnesota for multiple own- to Troy hospital, the newspaperman 
ers, are =—"s to _— ey ay | was treated for the loss of two teeth 
proposal < 0 my A [ai “4 no | and a mouth injury requiring 11 
rental. As long as they kept it open  ctitches. 


term lease, but the moment they per- BRANDT VAUDERS DROP : 
INDIE PIX FOR SHORTS 


mitted it to go dark the option 

would expire. Owners would be 

‘guaranteed against loss. One mem- 

‘ber of the owners’ committee has 

been holding out against acceptance. 

Despite fact that no rent or man- . 

sging director’s- salary was charged The Brandts, operating the Flat- 

against operations, Gordon Greene, | bush, Brooklyn, and Windsor, Bronx, 

managing director, has been unable | vaudfilmers, have dropped the C and 

to put over the vaudfilm policy, with | p feature film product at the two 
stage show spots, substituting instead 
a program of six shorts and two 


Big Mpls. Indie 
Likely to Fold; 
Vaudpix in Red 


Minneapolis, Jan. 9. 

Unless owners in meantime accept 
the offer by Benz Bros., multi-mil- 
jonaire St. Paul realty and liquor 
dealers, to take over house and op- 
erate it indefinitely on a non-rental 
basis, the $2,000,000, 4,000-seat Min- 
pesota theatre will shutter again 
(11). This time, if pro- 


‘posed deal flivvers, as now indicated, 
‘ -and most beautiful show- 














piece concert orchestra, an organist, 
mec. and a permanent 12-girl line 


working in front of the band each | 
week at a 20-30-40c scale. 

Greene attributes the failure to: 
make a go of the venture to in-' 


Poor film product was behind the 
indie operators, playing vaude orig- 
inally. When it was discovered that 
ability to obtain any major screen the patrons came chiefly for the 


product, which is sewed up for the Stage shows and either walked out 


loop by the Paramount-Singer pool. | 9", ©F didn’t pay attention to, the 
A succession of big stage shows, in- | indie celluloid, the shorts idea came 


Sewer With Lights 


New York’s Greenwich Village, 
with its belt of screwily-named 
niteries, at last has a fitting com- 
panion to Philly’s Benny the 
Bum’s and Chicago’s El Dumpo. 
Newcomer is tagged ‘The City 
Dump.’ 

Entertainment at the spot isn’t 
billed beyond ‘Expect Anything.’ 
Orch is labeled ‘City Dump 
Tramps.’ 














‘Special Delivery’ Rose, 
Shanghai’s Ex-Nitery 
Queen, Dies of Opium 


Shanghai, Dec. 14. 

‘Special Delivery’ Rose is dead. 

She died on a hard bunk in a 
sordid opium den in Japanese-con- 
trolled Hongkew, an opium pipe in 
her hand. 

Her real name was Rosalynd 
Amper and for upwards of five 
years she was queen of- Shanghai’s 
night life. An American, Rose came 
to Shanghai in the spring of 1923 
as a singer at the famed Del Monte 
Cafe, which was and yet is the only 
American cabaret in this city. 

Young, blonde and beautiful, she 
soon had the young bloods—and 
the old ones, too—at her feet. Furs, 
jewels, money came her way and 
she reigned at Del Monte. In 1928 
the still beautiful girl met with a 
motor car accident and spent nearly 
five months in the General hospital. 
She was discharged a mere skeleton 
of her former self, her beauty 
marred forever. 


Opium Her Consolation 


Her former suitors turned away 
and Rose found herself alone. 
Opium became her consolation and 
it was not long before she was with- 
out funds. 

It was then that she earned the 
sobriquet of ‘Special Delivery’ Rose. 
Hundreds of times she appealed to 
former friends for assistance, always 
relating a story of a mythical special 











New policy went into effect Thurs- 
films, tossed in by the Orpheum | day (4) at the vaude houses, but the 


in recent months, undoubtedly | the C’s and D’s. 


helped to put the finishing touches 





at the outset grossed as high as $45,- | 


To Trade Charities 


Theatre Authority this week made 
some | its first payment of the season to the 
| various participating show business 


| charities. Total amount was $10,000, 


Ply Meads Aredia Sern ee 
Philadelphia, Jan. 9. oe . 


| tained from the recent ‘Night of 
Harry R. Tully has been elecied | Stars,’ at Madison Square Garden, 
President and general manager of the | N. Y.; the Chicago mayor’s ‘Night of 





Years and thereafter it was kept| 


dropping as low as 
weeks, 


$3,500 





succeed William Boothby Kugler. | concert at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 


Latter committed suicide last No-| TA last season distributed about 


delivery letter which would bring 
her a large sum. 

Credulous persons at first ad- 

vanced substantial sums of money 
but it was not long before her story 
became a standing joke. On the} 
strength of the story Rose is credited 
with having ‘borrowed’ thousands 
of dollars. 
In 1934, desperate, she appeared on 
a French Concession street pulling a 
rickshaw. The incident created a 
furore and the American authorities 
took her into custody. However, a 
fund for her was raised by sym- 
pathetic foreigners, including Thur- 
man R. Hyde, owner of Del Monte 
Cafe, and she was released. 

In 1937 Rose was focused in the 
Shanghai limelight when she slapped 
a Japanese soldier who is said to 
have pushed her when she attempted 
to cross the Garden Bridge from 
Hongkew. British soldiers on duty 
at the bridge rescued her from the 





| 
vember, | $16,000 of benefit money. 
evtetmeestionare 


Japanese. 


It's Still A Mystery 
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Why Connecticut 





Banned Femme Performers In Niteries 





Hartford, Jan. 9. 


The mystery of why Connecticut 
statutes have been directed against 
femme entertainers in public res- 
taurants and cafes has show people 
in the state in an aura of perplexity. 
Exempt from the provisions of the 10 
p.m. law are hotels and theatres. 
Hotels because of specification— 
said to be the work of a powerful 
hotel lobby—and theatres because of 
omission. Latter are also under 
control of state police, which isn’t 
interesting itself in the matter. 

As the law specifically refers 
to public dining places, bookers 
throughout the state are now spotting 
their acts at private clubs, banquets 
and parties, not touching, as a rule, 
the other places. 

Only two roads are open to femme 
acts, says the State Labor Depart- 
ment. 
preme Court—claiming the law is 
unconstitutional—and the other is 
action at the next legislature, which 
meets in January, 1941. Recently 
Judge Kenneth Wynne of Superior 
Court denied an injunction plea, by 
la Fairfield County group of enter- 
tainers, against the Labor Commis- 
sioner. 


Exaggerated Figure 


figure of 1,000 femme acts in the 
state is exaggerated. About one- 
fifth that number are regularly em- 
ployed as entertainers, remainder are 
part time. Department says _ it 
knows who was responsible and why 
the bill was passed, but won’t talk. 
Blamed for the predicament are the 
hotel people, film houses and a dis- 
gruntled legislator, who was clipped 
in a Hartford ioint in 1937. He is 
said to have taken this means of 
striking back. Also mentioned are 
the women’s and church groups. 
Since 1918 the Connecticut laws 
have included one prohibiting the 
employment of women from _ the 
hours of 10 p.m. to six am. It was 
never enforced, however. Sometime 
during the 1937 legislature the law 
was amended so that teachers, phar- 
macists, lawyers, nurses, physicians, 
surgeons and those engaged in social 
service work were made exempt. 
The amended law, signatured by 
Governor Cross, was made retroac- 
tive to take effect as of May in that 
year. 
A study of legislative and other 
records shows that the amendment 
to the long-standing act was intro- 
duced in the legislature long after 
it was in session, also that it was 
sneaked through. There was no 
public hearing; there are no records 
to show who wanted it passed, or 
even to indicate any phase of dis- 
cussion on it. There were 20 mem- 
bers on the committee on labor—all 
of them from the stix—and any of 
them might have been responsible 
for the bill. 
It wasn’t until February, 1939, that 
the State labor department was made 





One is an appeal to the Su-| 


Labor department says that the. 


aware of the ban on femme enter- 
tainment. At that time the At- 
torney-General delivered an opinion 
which stated that performances by 
femme musicians, entertainers and 
singers constituted ‘work’ and as 
such was prohibited in certain places 
after 10 p.m. The AG. also said 
that the prohibition exists ‘whether 
the musicians, singers and enter- 
tainers receive compensation, or not’; 
or whether they are employed by 
the owner of the establishment, or 
by a third person. 


MUSICIAN OPENS FIGHT 
VS. PHILLY WAGE TAX 


Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 

Michael Guerra, a member of the 
Forrest theatre orchestra, opened the 
fight of out-of-town entertainers 
against the city’s new 144% income 
tax by filing a petition for an in- 
junction against the levy Friday (5) 
in Federal Court. Guerra, repre- 
sented by M. Herbert Syme, promi- 
nent labor attorney, contended that 


the city’s tax was unconstitutional, 
since he was a resident of Oaklyn, 
N. J., and had no voice in the city’s 
elections. The levy is a case of 
‘taxation without representation,’ he 
said. 

Argument on Guerra’s petition is 
scheduled to be heard today (Tues- 
day). Vaude, nitery and opera per- 
formers, and others connected with 
show business here who make their 
homes elsewhere, are watching the 
outcome of this test case. 

Officials of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, Local 77, last week 
sent notice to employers of their 
members warning them not to deduct 
the tax from musicians’ salaries, 
claiming that it was a violation of 
existing contracts. Other unions 
have followed Local 77’s lead. Em- 
ployers are thus caught in the mid- 
dle. If they refuse to deduct the 
tax they face prosecution by the 
city. If they do clip the 112%, their 
employees threaten to strike. 


Big Florida Show 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 
Shea and Raymond, comedy danc- 
ers. who closed here Thursday (4) 


with Bob Crosby’s band at Stanley, 
pull out next week for Miami for a 
run at Royal Palms club. They open 
Jan. 16 in first big show of new sea- 
son there on a three-week deal with 
options. 

Getaway bill, in addition to team, 
will include Abe Lyman’s band, 
Michael Loring, Walter Long, Stuart 
Morgan dancers, and line of 24 girls. 
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Hello—Happy New Year—Cheerio 


JACK JACKSON 


AND HIS BAND 


JUST OPENED RECTOR'S, LONDON'S NEWEST AND SMARTEST NIGHT CLUB 
FULLY BOOKED 


BROADCASTING B.B.C. 


LESLIE A. MACDONNELL, M.P.M. Entertainments Corporation Ltd., 199, Piccadilly, London, W. 1 
Phone: REGENT 5851-2 Telegrams: AMUSEMENTS, PICCY, LONDON 


Cables: AMUSEMENTS, LONDON 
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STATE, N. Y. 





Frankie Masters Orch with Marion 
Francis, Harlan Rodgers; Sheila 
Barrett, Johnny Downs, Sylvia 
Manon & Co.; ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G). 





Running time of the stage show is 
kept down because of the length of 
‘Ninotchka,’ which is re-establishing 
Greta Garbo at the boxoffice. It was 
the Metro film that drew excellent 
patronage on the first night (Thurs- 
day) of the current show, the four- 
act bill being distinctly supple- 
mentary. 

Frankie Masters, young, well-ap-. 
pearing bandsman, who has attracted 
some attention at the Essex House, 
N. Y., is topping with his crew of 
lively music-makers. Routine, which 
runs about half an hour, has novelty, 
one number being ‘10 Little Bottles, 
instrumentalists coming down front 
to drag music by tooting on bottles 
that also light up. | 

The first trumpet’s idea of ‘Parade | 
of Wooden Soldiers’ is class triple-| 
tonguing and the house went for it 
in a big way at this show. Marion 
Francis is an animated songstress 
and does okay with ‘Oh Johnny,’ 
‘Key to My Heart’ and ‘1,200 Years 
Ago.’ Masters’ singing of ‘Scatter-| 
brain’ is accompanied by the “malas | 
on how he and a couple other mem- 
bers in the band got around to writ- 
ing it. Harlan Rodgers’ tenoring of 
‘All the Things You Are’ also goes 
over. The Masters Voices, male sing- 
ing quartet, do a couple of num- 
bers, keeping apace with rest of 
band’s turn. 

Stately Sheila Barrett starts her 
routine with impressions of Fannie 
Brice and W. C. Fields, interpreting | 
them as the leads in ‘Gone with the 
Wind.’ She follows with an idea of 
how three stage favorites would han-_ 
dle ‘Get Out of Town,’ the mimic’s 
best appearing to be that of Tallulah 
Bankhead. Beatrice Lillie and Bert 
Lahr are the other impersonations. ' 


‘imported bombshells from South. 
America.’ but it’s a letdown from her | 
usual fine performance, though she 
was accorded a nice hand. 

Johnny Downs, who did very well 
as a stage hoofer, then went to Hol- 
lywood and attracted attention to the 
studios, is back. His routine, in the 
second spot, is now more on the vo-~ 
cal side. He starts with ‘I Wrote 
the Minuet in G,’ from one of his re- 
cent pix, other numbers that he does 
being ‘Last Night.’ ‘Laugh It Off’ and 
‘My Dreams.’ Then goes into his 
dance. Gets good response. 

Sylvia Manon, with three men 
catchers. starts off the show with an | 
adagio that has the tiny redhead ex- | 
iting to big returns. Ibee. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Andy Kirk Orch (16) with Mary 
Lou Williams, Pha Terrell, June 


t 





Richmond, Floyd Smith; Whitey’s | 


Lindy Hoppers (8), DeMargo Sis- 
ters (2), Spick & Span (2), 
beth Dozier, Vivian Harris, Apus 
Brooks, Sandy Burns, George Wilt- 
shire; ‘Heroes in Blue’ (Mono). 





| 
Andy Kirk’s excellent outfit is the 


main point here this week, direct 
from a long stand at the new Golden 


Gate Ballroom in the same locality. | 


Kirk’s is one of the most under- 
rated groups on the current colored 
band list, incorporating a wealth of 
showmanly talent, for theatre 
stands, in Mary Lou Williams, Floyd 
Smith, June Richmond and Pha 
Terrell. 

However, the early portion of the 
band’s slice of this 90-minute lay- 
out could be better routined. Out- 
fit spends the first half of the 
show in the pit, playing for the 
vaude turns, shifting stageward later 
to tee off with a poorly arranged, 
raucous, unbilled jive piece. It 
makes for a negative impression 
which is dispelled by the succeeding 
break of Mary Lou Williams at the 
piano. Her work stands out. From 
there on the band settles down, its 
five brass, four sax, four rhythm 
working smoothly in ensemble num- 
bers, and ably backing its two 
singers. 

June Richmond clicks solidly with 
three song tries. First is ‘My Wubba 
Dolly’, then ‘It’s Funny to Every- 
one But Me’ and ‘Darktown Strut- 
ter’s Ball’. She could have done 
more when caught but show was 
evidently running too long and the 
finale cut off her curtain calls. Pha 
Terrell makes a sour impression for 
a getaway in ‘Dav In—Day Out’ but 
improves with ‘I Thought About 
On the first 
tune he’s inclined to draw out the 
lyrics, holding notes too long, which 
makes for an amateurish impression. 
Song carries itself, making so much 
effort unnecessary. Floyd Smith 
cockily delivers and clicks with 
several tunes on electric guitar. 

Only white act on the bill, the 
DeMargo Sisters, break into a pro- 
duction piece built around the tune, 
‘Little Street in Singapore’. Two 
girls run through an unusual series 
of well executed acro lifts and 
balances, some of their tricks being 
extremely novel. Both are cute and 
smartly costumed. Production. bit 
they come in on doesn’t fit their 
style of act, varticularly their en- 
trance in a rickshaw pulled by a 
coolie. eis a Chinese water- 
front ‘wifh the line and six male 


| aancers executing soreortnte. oes. 


Eliza- | 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, January 10, 1949 




















| Qutfitted in . accented rlem 
' fashion, Spick and Span tap through 
several minutes to ordinary re- 


sponse. They're encased in form-' 


fitting gray tails with black topp:rs, 
‘dark gray shirts and the inevitable 
, cane. 


‘style, then shift to set of stairs, Grace; ‘Private Detective’ (WB). | lero.’ 


Terps are okay but lack imaginative 
routining. 

House comedy group of George 
Wiltshire, Apus Brooks, Sandy 
Burns and Vivian Harris works in 
two laugh sessions, best one coming 
while the band shifts from pit to 
stage, being a twist on a burley bit. 
Elizabeth Dozier offers 
tonsiling in one or two of the prod- 
uction tries. 

Biz light when caught (Friday) 
with snow falling. Wood. 


FAY’S, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 4. 
Keith, Eddie White, Jeanne 





Sally 


Francis & Jerry Grey, Marcy Bros. | 


& Beatrice, Randall Sisters (3), 
Hollywood Canines, House Line 
(16), Harry Kahn’s Orch (10); ‘Full 
Confession’ (RKO). 





The recipe of adding a shot of 
burley to a potpourri of vaude con- 


tinues to pay big b.o. dividends at | 


this West Philly indie. The nudie is 
used as a lure in the ads because 
none of the other acts is a name— 
but the taker-offer provides only a 
small part of the entertainment. The 
vaude acts make up a tip-top show 
by themselves. 

Eddie White. local fave, m.c.s 
handily in addition to his line of 
clicko dialect stories. The Hollywood 
Canines, entertaining dog act, opens 
the stage bill. Canines are dressed 
up to represent film personalities and 
their antics draw salvos. 

The Randall Sisters (3) are solid 


ing and a comic rendition of the ‘Old 
Apple Tree in Orchard.’ There’s a 
little too much mugging, however, 
in their encore of ‘When Paw Was 
Courtin’ Maw.’ Francis and Grey 
provide a novel dance routine, with 
the gal dressed in a slinky costume 
to simulate a serpent. A topnotch 
contortionist, she wraps rself 
around a silver prop tree and her 
partner, the tree providing mostly an 
effective background. 

Marcy Bros. and Beatrice have a 

rough-and-tumble dance act, with the 
gal taking a shellacking from the two 
hoofers. It all clicks. White, on 
next to closing, comes up with a 
couple of comic tunes, ‘Sam You 
|Made the Pants Too Long’ and 
‘South American Way’ with original 
j}lyrics. He encores with ‘Irish Eyes’ 
{and an ‘original’ composition, ‘He’s a 
| Jitterbug.’ Closing spot goes to Sally 
| Keith, who does a fast strip and then 
|goes into her ‘tassel dance’ with 
tassels twirling in rhythm. It gets 
' the male applause. 
The line has three numbers that 
|'are above average. Harry Kahn’s 
crew accompanies the acts from the 
pit. Shal. 


Paramount, Newark 





Newark, N. J., Jan. 6. 
Clyde McCoy Orch (12), Four 
Ink Spots, Bennett Sisters (3), Les 
| Paul, Wally Cregg, Parker & Clif- 
ford, Joe Fecher House Orch (11); 
‘The Great Victor Herbert’ (Par). 





A. A. Adams’ Paramount resumes 


Clyde McCoy parlays his ‘Sugar 
| Blues’ and four class acts into 58 
; minutes of Grade A stage fare. Unit 
| played to full house at supper show 
opening day (5), which is unique for 
Newark. 

It’s largely unadulterated swing 
that McCoy feeds to his audience 
through a muted trumpet, good 
brasses and reeds and an insistent 
rhythm department, although vocalist 
Wally Cregg provides the contrast 
with ‘South of the Border.’ 

McCoy opens with several bars of 
|*Sugar Blues’ and then slips into 
‘Tear It Down,’ which is both literal 
and lilting. Maestro’s verve on the 
valves is highlighted in virtually 
every number. 

The Four Ink Spots grabbed them- 
selves three encores at show caught, 
smartly building up to ‘If I Didn’t 


Care,’ the song generally credited | 


with their click in the big time. 
Attired: in impeccable white full 
dress, the colored quartet is really 
‘home cookin’ in ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ 
‘Your Feets Too Big’ and ‘Honey- 
suckle Rose.’ 

_ Les Paul’s Magic is tops in sleight- 
of-hand, white tie and tails enhancing 
his card manipulation and_ steady 
stream of patter. His encore, em- 
ploying two youths conscripted from 
the audience, gives the act the right 
dash of humor. 

The Bennett sisters are pleasing in 
front of the band with ‘Don’t Look 
Now,’ ‘Mutiny in the Nursery’ and 
other pop offerings, Cregg helping 
them out with ‘Mutiny, etc. 

Parker and Clifford have novel 
twist to standard acrobatic turn. 
They appear first in full-length tights 
and handlebar mustaches in a ‘gay 
nineties’ bit of muscular gagging, and 
then change to classic Greek cos- 
tumes, with modern music backing 
ub their difficult routine. 


| 


! 
and ‘Oh, Johnny,’ the latter, praise 
be, without an attempt to imitate, 
Bonnie Baker. B.. aig Ba eed ~- 

i a couple of choruses of ‘South of) 

Billy Halop, oaks aes Sackte | Border,’ and the only strictly legiti- | 
Searle, Bob McLung, David Gorcey, | mate band number, ey of s cou- 
Florence Halop, Cy Landry, Murtah | ple of solo exercises at the getaway, 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 





Work easily in unison, speedy | Sisters (3), Three Ryans, Jordan & | 18 & corking swing version of ‘Bo-| 


Orch’s curtain is still the’ 
‘same, those antic impressions of 


First show on Friday (5) revealed | Various name bands, generously 


a pretty misshapen vaude lineup, gagged, with a 1920 jazz imitation 





|with a maze of conflictions, poor|the topper. | ¢ 
‘turns and general non-entertainment. |. Overture this week has Jerry May 


/music-hall program heavy on 


ABC, PARIS 


_ 


Paris, 

Walton’s Marionets, Coote ~ 
sane, Sablon, Jeanne Evrard "Ct 
ne va ne, Andree Mareoce 

uby agan, Yv i 
re g vonne Vionnet, 





Mitty Goldin again Presents 4 


inadequate | 


This is particularly strange in a 
house that has been offering con- 
sistent parade of good, solid vaude 
bills. On the basis of past good per- 
formances, the single strikeout cur- 
rently can be forgiven. 

Having clicked off a big week 
previously with a bunch of Dead 
End Kids, house brings in another 
batch of ’em, and they try various 
and devious means of putting on a 
vaude turn. Kids do many things in 
their attempt to entertain. Billy 
Halop does a good dramatic mono- 
log; Florence Halop, a comedy im- 


—————$ 


hall directing Howdy Baum’s nine- 
‘piece outfit through a collection of 
pops and semi-classics arranged con- 
servatively with an eye to slim per- 
| sonnel. Cohen. 


- KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Jan. 4. 
Gil & Bernie Mason, Masters & 
| Rollins, Jerry Cooper, Stuart & 
‘Martin, The Ravel Dancers (4), 
Larry Flint’s House Orch; ‘Follow 
(RKO), Invisible Killer’ 








singing and light on vari 

of the 11 acts are turned ones eee 

warblers. Unlike former Programs 

ee s mostly uninspireg 
oldin himself contributi 

|catchy tune. ~~ ay 


Not featured but easily the 
bit on the program is Contributed by 
Walton’s Marionets. Four ex 
numbers go to town with the a 
ence. The introductory turns 
the French can-can girls kicking ang 
flouncing their skirts almost as 
ingly as the real product. An 
dancer and a cavalier on horse 
both score, too. Walton’s n 





pression of adolescent sweethearts. the Fleet’ 
She drew some laughs by making: (Indie), dual, 
| passes at Jackie Searle while singing 
a pop song about love. Bob McLung! his week's bill has its bright 
\imitates a train on the harmonica; ' pots, put generally under par for 
David Gorcey handles a tough-guy |this ‘house. Jerry Cooper is top- 
monolog. For the getaway they do pilied. Has a pleasing voice and a 
a studio scene, with Halop imper-| handsome pug, but in the flurry of 
sonating a nag > eee opening show 
director doing ‘Queen Eliza , the. 
other kids handling the various roles. |deplorable lack of stage presence by 
Good hokum clowning is best spot in 
~~ a por is 
pening the show are Jordan an - A 
Grace, the girl a banjo-player while | Se Neate = —_— “me 
Jordan’s big number consists of ao 4 wt i «4 ' . 
spinning a wagon wheel on his head Prayer with painiu 
while jumping rope. 


standard pantomime routine with Gil and Bernie Mason open the 
which he managed to garner some 
laughs when caught. Three Murtah |! way dog act. 
Sisters still haven’t got an act in but mostly the reverse of the com- 
spite of their strenuous attempts to|mands, Act 
force some laughs with face-making, | laughs. 


Might be Johny Masters and Rowena Rol- 





excitement showed | 


‘singer and accompanist,’ 
good takeoff on opera singing, with 


show right with their clever wrong- | 
Pups do some tricks, | 


is bri d packed 
is brief and packe ber, ‘Le Ciel de France’ (‘The Skies 
of France’). 


,Okay for the family in the parlor, ‘lins deuce with rough-house stuff, | 


‘but hardly stacks up as professional 
| entertainment. They would do best 
|to stick to straight vocalizing which practically folds inside out in sing- 
is endurable. ing ‘Chiropractors’s Daughter’. Mas- 
Three Ryans also go in for bur- ters cets a good sendoff for his slow- 
lesque dancing and some double motion eccentric dance tagged as a 
entendre jokes. Work hard and | Karloff impersonation. 
: would do better on a show where; Stuart and Martin follow with a 
| other turns weren't too similar. big order of hokum that includes 
Business fair. Gold uke, fiddle and guitar accompani- 


ment to corny vocaling, a lot of 
SENATOR, PITT 


mugging and an opening piece of 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 5. 


Will Osborne’s Orch (15), Dick 
Rogers, Barbara Bush, Pearl Rob- Ravel Dancers close the bill with 
, bins, Fenwick & Cook, Frankie Con- a hair-raising and smartly executed 

| ville & Sunny Dale, Dale Jones; ‘Lit- | adagio tossing. 
and personable, giving evidence of 


tle Accident’ (U). 
| plenty of rehearsing. Big time all 
| It’s anybody’s guess why Will Os-| the way. 
borne’s outfit isn’t right up there 
'among the biggies. 
been coming up consistently last few | good applause. 
seasons with one of the most enter- 
taining stage bands in the biz. Mu- 
sically and On novelty, comedy and 
material, it’s hitting smartly on all 
cylinders. | 
Osborne himself is pleasant, suave, | 
smooth talker and has also developed | 


mainly built around the double- 





ramming a banana down the throat 
of his partner. For all the jazzy 
efforts the boys stop the show. 








Fox. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 





Dayton, O., Jan. 6. 
‘Hellzafire’ with Benny Meroff 


addition to clocking a pack of them’ Sirens, Dolly Bell, Ken & Roy Paige, 
with the boys. In past, he’s always Rer Weber; ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ 
played here at the big WB deluxer,' (20th). 
the Stanley, but by the pace he keeps | 
up and the effort expended, there’s . 





Similar to Olsen and Johnson’s 


jointed antics of Miss Rollins, who- 


| Line Viala combines accordion play- 


Quartet is youthful | \ara leaving audience cold. 


| dancing when Ruby and Sagan per- 


Larry Flint and the house band | 


Osborne has gave out a nice swing overture to!jar and tie followed by troupers, 


' sings a number based on it. 


business that has one of the boys' 


, phe’ 
' ‘Je t’Ai Cru’ (‘I Believed You’), An- 


|expertly executed. Yvonne Vionnet 


amusing. His jokes are not. Ravo. 


into quite the dry comedian, getting band, Four Buster Browns, Bill Mon- | 
lots of laugh returns on his own in’ day, Betty Atkinson, Eight Satanic | 


| Francaise, who talks the rather meee 
apologizing for the orchestral ac- tical aud into warmly applauding her 
companiment. Wgatever was bother- at the end. Her causerie centers on 
|ing Cooper was not evident beyond ,the importance of being 
made hn , very exciting but passable. 
‘ y | 
Tecitation), husky 
Cy Landry is Rancho Grande’ and ‘Didn’t Know about love and its sad and 
‘back after a long absence ‘with his What Time it Was’, make up his list. ' consequences, depending on 


fingers score best in final number 
It's a 


diva doing aria from ‘Rigoletto,’ 


_Georgius, witty wise-cracking 
Singer, is a big click in windup 
number. Only understandable to 
French audiences. Featured js 
Dusanne, formerly of the | 


Bay. Not 


Germaine Sablon, sporting a warm 
voice, does a few ballads 


specific case. Her best numbers are 
‘Celui Que Mon Coeur a Choisi’ (‘He 
Whom My Heart has Chosen’), ‘On 
Danse sur ma Chason’ (‘One Dance 
to my Song’) and a patriotic num. 


Jeanne Evrard presents an orches- 
tra of 18 girls, all of whom play good 
semi-classical numbers and fill their 
spot nobly, albeit self-consciously, 


ing and singing with equal skill. She 
scores on Goldin’s ‘La Nuit, la 
Danse et l'Amour’ (‘The Night, the 
Dance and Love’), calls her ac- 
cordion a ‘Piano on Suspenders’ and 
Voice 
good and she should become a local 
favorite. 

Missia, from nearby Montmartre 
hill, sings a series of amusing num- 
bers, including ‘Chez le Photogra- 
(‘At the Photographer's) and 


dree Marcoux does some fancy work 
on the horizontal bars. It’s awk- 


There's some _ classical ballroom 


form with a straight face. Without 
warning Sagan loses his garters, col- 


et al. Ruby ke pace when dress 
is ripped off. "Teen good but not 


sings badly and goes in for excessive 
grimaces. Treki and his flute are 


Playhouse, Winnipeg 





Winnipeg, Jan. 2. 
Ward & Milford, Large & Morg- 
ner, Dick Burns, Kozak & Treka, 


no indication that Osborne knows 
he’s anchored currently at an out-of- 
the-way small-seater where the 


vaudfilm policy this week following eee ere som. 


shutdown of the Adams theatre, and | 


Band’s capable of putting out a 
good solid hour itself, altho’7*h show 
carries three outside acts. Pearl 
Robbins is a flashy toe-tapper who 
clicks heaviest on her whirling der- 





vish stunt without missing a_ tap; 
Fenwick and Cook are a couple of 
comedy acrobats who range from ex- 
cellent to indifferent, and team of 
Frankie Conville and Sunny Dale 
grabs the comedy honors easily. 
Two-act is of a familiar brand but 
long on gags and nut stuff and prac- 
tically. socko all the way. For the 
exit, Conville does his Charlie Chap- 
lin imitation and into the 10c-a- 
dance routine with Miss Dale for a 
constant howl. At show caught, 
however, team was playing too much 
to boys on stand, failing to let cus- 
tomers in on their secrets, and partly 
strapped their general effectiveness. 
They’re recently back from an Aus- 
tralian vaude tour. 

Band’s portions are all in 
groove. Osborne demonstrates 
‘slide music’ style vocally on ‘Listen 
to the Glisten of the Trombones,’ 
with illustrations on the tromb sec- 
tion, and for some okay special ma- 
terial dishes out ‘Wouldst Could I 
But Kiss Thy Hand,’ warbled by 
Dale Jones, the guitarist, and ‘Be- 
tween 18th and 19th on Chestnut 
Street,” written by Dick Rogers, 


the 


‘pianist, and sung by him and Jones. 


| 


Before. that. Rogers has his own 
show-stopping spot, his many-dia- 
lectic version of ‘Dinah,’ doing it as 
it might be done in Athens, Glasgow, 
the Bronx and finally Rome by II 
Duce. Bit’s standard with Rogers 
and a clicker. 

Osborne’s carrying a new femme 
vocalist, comely Barbara Bush, until 


‘recently with Bill Marshall outfit, 


and gal’s an okay addition. She has 
both the pipes and the looks, making 
‘em sit up out front with ‘Beguine’ 
and a combo of ‘Stop, It’s Wonderful’ 


his | 


‘Hellzapoppin,” even to the name 
‘Hellzafire’ has Benny Meroff over- 
running the stage and auditorium 
| with stooges who are likely to pull 
most anything at any time. Suggest- 
ing an idea from O. and J.’s guy with 
the growing rubber plant is the bald- 
headed fellow who’s given a bottle 


of hair tonic at the start of the show, | 


reports progress throughout the per- 
formance and at the end comes for- 
ward with a wig streaming to his 
ankles. 

A fat man who leaves no room for 
doubt as to his avoirdupois teams 
with a midget for contrast and 
laughs, with the former. succeeding 
in pulling himself through a small 
hoop. One guy rises in his seat to 
give a revolutionary speech—a wo- 
man ran screaming from the audi- 
torium at this show when ‘attacked’ 
by a ‘gorilld’—and one fellow sits 
barefooted, nonchalantly eating his 
lunch. Unlike O. and J., however, 
who keep their fun clean, Meroff has 
a lot of blue lines. 

Standout performer on the bill, 
aside from the band leader, who 
gives his imitation of Ted Lewis, 
plays various instruments, including 
a giant sax, and engages in juggling 
stunts, is Rex Weber, a starry-eyed 
ventriloquist who does excellently 
along this line and appealingly sings 
‘Brother, Can You Spare a Dime.’ 

Betty Atkinson, petite, neatly 
dressed youngster, has a classy toe- 
tapping specialty and Ken and Roy 
Paige maul each other about, the 
younger fellow taking a particularly 
terrific walloping. Dolly Bell does 


high kicks and, cartwheels, with the , 


Eight Satanic Sirens furnishing a 
background and then playing ‘Follow 
the Leader’ with Meroff. Four Bus- 
ter Browns are half of the Sirens and 
do routine tumbling. 

Band, often heard here locally. 
satisfies, with the drummer given a 
specialty. The opening audience came 
in from zero outside and didn’t warm 
up as much as expected to the show’s 
style. Kany. 


Al Plunkett, House Line (8), Don 
Wright’s House Band, shorts. 





From practically all angles this 

bag of tricks stacks up as very handy 
| holiday material, including two smash 
turns, an eight-girl line aided ‘for 
the week and some special dressing 
up by Al Plunkett, show director. 
lage WO biggest clicks are Ward and 
| Milford, boy and girl comics, com- 
| plete with a swell case of laryngitis, 
and Large and Morgner, acros. W- 
turn a neat slaphappy routine that 
has the customers yelling for more 
despite Ward’s limpid tonsils. He 
plays piano, gal sings and gags. Team 
took five bows at opening show. 
Large and Morgner rate_high for 
‘their smooth acrobatics. Both work 

in evening dress with their combo 
entrance under one evening cloak 
being highly effective. 

Only waa applause spot is Kozak 
and Treka’s opening spot. However, 
fault lies mostly with the payéés. 
Kozak has to work overtime on the 

'slack wire to garner response while 
his femme partner looks after the 
beauty department and assists. Audi. 
ence finally warms up and brea 
loose. Dick Burns, xylophonist, Te 
lies on his musicianship rather thao 
tricks to sell himself. _ k 
Local string of gals, in for wee 
only, looks good and could probably 
stand repeating later. On for two 
numbers, and although not display 
ing anything startlingly new in we 
routines, dress up show and provi 
a change. Band’s spotlight numbe 
is ‘Jingle Bells,’ with guitarist 
fiddler taking bends. : 

Plunkett, also m.c.. keeps bill - 

slumping with his light banter ap 
songs. Sings in corner of stab 
seated on upturned keg with spot- 
light from pit position heighte? 
ing effect. Also does ‘Oh, Johnny, 
Oh’ with crowd-pleasing results. . 

Due to several encores, runnim 
time went over the ustial 70 minutes 
while house pn near a 
caught. Pic orts comp 
' bill. Norm 
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EARLE, WASH. 


Washimates. a 6. 

‘ Comets, Helene Faye, Harris | 
are, Al Bernie, Sixteen Roxy- 
oes; ‘Great Victor Herbert’ (Par). 





This is straight vaude which be- , 
comes a smooth little revue simply | 
ause of way house line is worked | 
inte transitions and _backgrounds, ' 
ical of gals’ versatility and way 
roductionist Harry Anger _capital- | 
s on it is use of line in intricate. 
roller-skating number to launch 
standard skating specialty act. Over- 
ture also is neatly dovetailed, play- 
‘Over the Rainbow’ with trick 
which leads into line trio’s 


Ser eot ‘Roller Skating on a Rain- 
pow,’ which, in turn, segues into 
ning turn. 


mes work in orange and white | 
guort dresses and hoods a la Sonja | 
Henie, and roller skating is distinctly 
along ice-skating lines, except for, 
tap and kick interpolations. Troupe | 
wins sock hand when two gals lock | 
in spin and are joined each 





VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 





VARIETY 45 
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‘Apple for Teacher,’ then is joined 


by Butterworth for some gags about 
Hollywood chatter items in a pic 
magazine. Sings again ‘You Don’t 


Like It’ with Butterworth on stage 


for pantomime comedy. She would 
pay off better if spotted with her 
songs earlier in bill, coming back 
later for comedy with Butterworth. 

Line closes with drum majorette 
routine, in nifty costumes, but is not 
strong enough to put punch needed 
in show. 

Biz light at fourth show Friday 
(5), with only center section down- 
stairs filled, due partly to bad 
weather, Kiley. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Jan. 6. 
Harry Kahne, Three Youman 
Bros., Dorothy Dickson, Barney 
Grant, Beverly Jean, House Line, 
Jack Wendover House Orch; ‘Legion 
of Lost Flyers (U). 








Show’s title, ‘La Conga Carnival’, | 


is suggested by featured line num- 


STANLEY, PITT 





’ Pittsburgh, Jan. 5. 
Ted Lewis Orch (15), Snowball 
Whittier, the Hackers (2), Betty Jane 
7, ae ~~ . Marie Hollis, 
| Vennis Sisters (3), Muggsy Spanier; . 
| ‘Eternally Yours’ UA)” ro 


i ; 


They still don’t come any more 
_showmanly than Ted Lewis. He re- 
mains a topper for improving a 
| Staple pattern without losing any of 
its essential effectiveness, This time 
/he’s opening with a little ditty of 
self-derision, confessing he’s 
getting away with murder all these 
years and labeling himself an out- 
and-out fakir. That puts the mob in 
his corner immediately. After which 
Lewis and Co. spend a rapid-fire 
hour proving he was only kidding. 

If Lewis’ present lineup of talent 
isn’t the best he’s turned up with in 
years, it'll do until such a millen- 
nium arrives. Of course, the fellow 
is stil] three-quarters of the show 
himself, and nobody would have it 
‘otherwise, and the hardy perennials 











fime around by two more until en-|ber midway in the show, but major continue to stay in the sock category 


line is whirling on full stage. , 
ll swing to footlights for multiple 


applause is garnered by the You-. 


man Bros, and Harry Kahne. Show 


even after all these years. ‘When 
_My Baby Smiles At Me’ remains a 


introduction of Four Comets, an-/is snappy in 45 minutes, a bit under | must; so does the crossfire with the 


nouncement cleverly covering plac- | 
ing of mat on center stage. Two men 
in tails and two blondes in blue-| 
amas are smooth and fast 
we ion doing standard solo and | 
duet stuff, highlighted by man spin- | 
ning gal with her feet locked around | 
his neck, and man twisting pal by 
one arm and then whirling him by 
one foot. They rated three bows) 
when caught. ‘ 
Two liners out in top hats, tails, 
and bouquets to open curtains for, 
Helene Faye, brunet violinist who. 
gets em with ‘Two Guitars,’ smashes | 
with ‘Second Hungarian Rhapsody’ | 
and encores smartly with ‘My | 
Prayer.’ Besides playing excellently, 
she’s got plenty of the sweet-girl | 


usual running time. 

Following opening line number, 
Barney Grant takes over as m.c. to 
route the show with a tropical re- 
sort atmosphere. First standard act 
is the Youmans (3) instrumentaliz- 
ing with violin, clarinet, and 
squeezebox. Audience is a moment 
or two getting used to the unusual 
combination but quickly approves 
trio’s impressions of leading musical 
organizations of the day, such as 
Goodman, Kyser, Shep Fields and 
Shaw. Wind up with some original 
arrangements and draw sock ap- 
plause. 

Second spot goes to Dorothy Dick- 
son in routine of solo taps. She 
passes okay on the looks. Beverly 


| inevitable Snowball Whittier and 
‘also the ‘Me and My Shadow Bit’ 
| with the same toothsome Ethiopian 
without whom no Lewis show would 
be complete, 

Likewise standard with Lewis are 
the Radio Aces, three lads with 
voices and a shrewd sense of satire. 
They kid the pops and opera alike 
and move easily into hit class al- 
though overdoing the extraneous 
comedy stuff just a bit too much. 
Unit also carries Dennis Sisters, very 
listenable harmony trio, and when 
the Aces and the gals aren’t going it 
individually, they team up as a 
vocal sextet to background the Lewis 
warbling. Effectively, too. 

Of the new talent, the Hackers rate 
highest. They’re ballroom dance de- 





a bagpipe ana a gal in kilts (Cheri) 
swinging the Highland Fling, reg- 
isters. 

Top applause gatherer is Senor 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Happy Felton’s Orch (12) with 
Wences, ventriloquist. He has a well- | Billy Galbraith, Ken Nealy, Louise 
polished turn with his three-way | Dunne, Lois Lee; Nancy Healy, Joe 
voice throwing and juggling. Starts @ Jane McKenna, Tony Martin; 
off with a conversation with a doll, ' shorts and newsreels. 
seegnes gen his Bee pe wr 
and forefinger, and builds up a : , - 
session where he converses with a| Bill Brandt, whe never did mince 
head in a box, the doll, and juggles. 2y words about the type of pictures 
The Gracella’ Dancers, three men| he gets, has finally aone something 
and a diminutive gal, keep the aud bout it. In place of the sloughs and 
attention on their daring adagio toss- |C’S and D's, he’s now playing six 
ing. Spectacular spins of gal, as she Shorts and two newsreels to aug- 
is hurled across the stage, keeps the Ment the vaudeville layouts at this 
customers continually on edge. | house and his Windsor, in the Bronx. 
| Williams, who neatly m.c.s, is spot-| With Tony Martin headlining on 
ted next in a varied tap routine. | the stage, the absence of a feature 
Utilizes his -long legs with ease film didn’t appear to make much 
‘through three numbers. His music | difference at the b.o., which was ex- 
box polka is plenty okay, too. Ac- cellent opening night. It’s also hard- 
compenying him at the piano is Moe ly likely that the shorts can be less 
Secht: ian, of the house band. entertaining than the Brandts’ aver- 
Miss Raye, next, wastes no time @g¢ Tun of film fare, with the prob- 
with formalities. After a short spiel, ability of an improvement on the 
she breaks out with ‘Want The screen if the briefies are wisely 
Waiter’. Follows with ‘Three Little chosen. ; 
Fishies’ in kindergarten character.| As for the current show, Martin is 
Some of the gestures here, of the | 25 satisfactory on the stage as he is 
I-gotta-go-I-can’t-wait type, should; at , keeping the wickets whirling. 
be eliminated for this family house. | He’s a high-priced name for a nabe 
Climaxes with a sock ‘I Can’t Dance’, | house, but apparently worth it. De- 
Gal’s body gyrations and mugging livering three numbers, ‘South of the 
are surefire. Her encore, in which | Border,’ ‘Lilacs in the Rain’ and 
she calls for hot lick mitt clapping Le Bi Pg oie ~ ym geil 
rom au , 1 , ~ 
- “ Poo is a bit corny and doesn’t plause finale for, the show. wor th 
; . | parently part of the reception at this 
dan) ight. oY Show caught Sun- | catching was not suitable. In his 
. thank you’ speech, Martin made it 
Emb N joa that he Rag oe very much 
or the remarks from the shelf. 
mpda ° Mae 
weds Y. _ Martin is also in the peculiar posi- 
(NEWSREELS) tion of making the two male vocal- 
aa ists with Happy Felton’s orch sound 
| Same factors that make the cur-| very mediocre. They’re strictly from 
rent war in Europe seem compara- 


¢ ra-| left field in comparison with the 
| tively dull from a news standpoint | radio-screen singer, with the Irish 
| also make it disappointing as news-/| baritone, Billy Galbraith, sounding 
Teel material. Much of the conflict| especially poor. In one of his Hi- 
'is of an economic nature, which may | bernian numbers Galbraith sounds as 
,be effective warfare, but is hardly/| though his voice is still changing. 














Also, the 


graduate manner and selling her Jean, hefty 13-year old_ hillbilly 
that way pays off plenty. Fiddler|from the Monday discovery night 
goes into ‘Night and Day’ as travel- tryouts, gets her inning with a 
ers open on attractively lighted gar- corny musical recitation and an ec- 


exciting to the onlookers. 
bunkers and male half of the team’s | hostilities on the. western front are 
very much a comedian in his own | static and, in any case, the censor- 
right. Emphasizes the blue angle ship of news from both sides is much 








den set and line, dolled up in green 
chiffon and sequin evening gowns 
does neat swing ballet. Latter creates | 
a mood which, when shattered sud- | 


centric dance. 
Mary Graham Minor leads her gals 


in a clever ‘La Con ‘a’ specialty that | 


registers nicely. 


but never offensively, always for 
solid laughs, and with his gal part- 
ner, a plenty sex-appealing brunet, 
clocks a pack of howls with their 





imore complete than 
| wars, 

As a result, the current week’s war 
| coverage, like almost all since hos- 


in previous 


New Year has|corking pantomime. For a bow, they | tilities began, is inclined to be tepid. 


denly by entrance of nut ballroom brought three new faces to the house step to the mike and the fellow slings | There are no shots of actual fighting, 
hoofers Harris and Shore, is a howl. lineup. Grant follows for his per-|a stream of garbled French that’s a but merely staged behind-the-lines 
Team makes no attempt at straight | sonal chore and works out a chatter | slick topper. Surefire here and over 
stuff but dives right into burlesques ' and patter routine for laughs with | like a ton of bricks. ~ 


of bolero, rhumba and ‘a sophisti- | 
cated dance team.’ Each scores sol- | 
idly, including slow-motion adagio, 
done as encore. 

Two more line gals bounce out to 
intro Al Bernie. Mimic, in 


| 


blue 


business suit, begins with admission Kahne, Grant and Glamour Girls | t©°- 


that most imitators are a nuisance 
and gets going via ‘so I asked various | 
celebrities what they thought o 
mimics.’ W. C. Fields, Edward G. 
Robinson, F. D. R. all pan same, and 
Charles Laughton, paraphrasing 
Capt. Bligh, notes they are ‘the low- 
est form of animal life.’ Second 
series, showin” ‘how anyone can be 
a successful mimic if he tries,’ runs 
through Charles Boyer, Ned Sparks, 
Fred Allen and Walter Winchell. All 
click nicely and get him off to smart 
applause. 

Miss Faye reappears on sidestage | 
to saw away while 12 gals in laven- | 
der chiffon do things with 20-foot 
chiffon trains attached to other four | 
line hoofers, plenty pretty number 
and rates strong spontaneous ap- 
plause .on the flower-formations, 
et al. 

Biz okay. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 5. 
Donald Novis, La Rocca Sisters, 
Andrini Bros., Eddie Kane with 
Charles Butterworth & Judy Starr, | 
Honore & Gladice, Line (18); ‘City 
of Chance’ (20th). 





| 


Craig. 











This week’s bill is an example of | 
a load of neat talent whose potential | 
effect is somewhat lost by poor | 
spotting. 

Opening is topheavy with dance | 
numbers. The line starts with kick | 
number in long dresses, circling 
wings to come back in dancing shorts 
for tap routine. Followed by La- 
Rocca Sisters, who would win more 
Siggles in a better spot with their 
comedy ballet. 
an underwater scene, with Honore 
and Gladice doing an adagio before 


a scrim on which waves are pro-| 


jected. 

Donald Novis follows with three 
Songs, ‘South American Way,’ ‘Phil 

e Fluter, and ‘Threes,’ then takes 
Over m.c. job which seemingly could 
be handled better by Eddie Kane, vet 
thesp. Novis, too, who wins his 
following 


and gives out too much at times to 
lose some of his appeal. The dancers 
are back again following Novis, with 
line backing up Honore and Gladice 
M another adagio number. 

Andrini Bros. win top plaudits 
with their playing of string instru- 
ments. Their efforts at comedy, 

wever, are wasted. Charles But- 
terworth, Judy Starr and Eddie 
B ne are spotted next to closing. 

utterworth does a Rotary speech, 
much is best thing in act. He and 
he then join in a familiar imagi- 
Mary saloon bit, the only work that 
ane does. Recognized from his 
humerous film appearances, he de- 


Serves more in the show. Miss Starr | 


‘ngles to sing ‘Shake Yo’ Feet’ and 


aaa 


by his tender interpreta- | 
On of songs, rears back his head. 


Miss Dickson assisting. 

Closing act is Kahne’s demonstra- 
tion of mental tricks, notably writ- 
ing trick words upside down and 
backwards and garnishing with a 
long recitation simultaneously. Mrs. 


pitch in and act is something de- 

cidedly different. Line closes with 

a modern tap to ‘Apple for Teacher’. 
Quin. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


; Cleveland, Jan. 6. 
Robinson & Martin, Leon LaFell 
Quartet, Buddy Carroll, Jean Howe, 





Mary Martin, Wally Vernon, Am- | 


bassadorettes, Bert Unger’s House 
eee Happens at Night’ 


A double-barrelled bill for this 
RKO stand as far as showmanship is 
concerned, with Mary Martin and 
Wally Vernon artfully peppering the 
target. 

Nitery-legit-film songstress is doing 
a single now since a cold knocked off 
Allan Jones’ voice, but she displays 
no difficulty in holding stage by her- 
self. Wearing one of the gowns from 
‘Great Victor Herbert’ (Par), ‘in 
which she’s featured, her natural 
charm and ingratiating voice gets 
localites from the start. Only objec- 
tion is fact that most of her songs 
are oldies. Doesn’t matter much 
since she even revitalizes worn-out 
‘Having Any Fun’ and swings ‘Il 
Bacio’ in a new manner. 





audience-pleaser, earning yells for 
more choruses, but she wisely leaves 
them in a hungry mood. 

Vernon’s a heartily received visi- 
tor because he’s a Clevelander, a 
onetime newsboy who graduated into 
films from local burley-houses with 
Joe Penner. He returns the compli- 


/ment by working his head off with 
The line returns for | 


rapid-fire quips, affable pantomime 


,and nonchalant steps that reflect all 


the droll versatility of a born trouper. 
His strip-tease travesty is a ringer 
for loud howls of mirth. His 70-year- 


,Old dad slows up act but lends nice 
‘touch of family sentimentality. | 
| Jean Howe, m.c., goes in for too 


much gab before his regular patter 
with Buddy Carroll. Duo’s breezy 
delivery squeezes some good laughs 
out of corny gags, Miss Howe selling 
them with a bright Gracie Allen 
touch. : 

Leon LaFell’s quartet is satisfac- 
tory in mixing harmonica melodies 


with vocal jiveroo and a bit of com- | 


edy byplay. Trouble is they build up 
crowd to expect too much, and then 
let it down with ‘Flight of Bumble 
Bee,’ which has. been disabled 
through incessant ase by half-dozen 
other mouth-organ units. 

Four femme  Ambassadorettes 
scamper through limber acrobatics 
for a conventional closer, while Rob- 
inson and Martin are ina showmanly 
dance act that opens. Bert Unger’s 
house orchestra takes to rostrum to 
flash up bill. ; 

Bitterly cold weather chilled b.o. 


ion initial two days. Pull. 


‘Heart Be- | 
longs to Daddy,’ of course, is her best | 


Lewis makes frequent use of Betty 
| Jane Smith, who’s on three times and 
} Showing lot of stuff each time out 


stuff, such as inspection trips by 
various dignitaries and the like. Sig- 
nificantly, in an apparent desire to 
| inject at least a little action into the 
'military subject, the reels have in- 


Other singer is Ken Nealy, a tenor 
who accomps self on an accordion. 
It’s very quiet, sleepy stuff. 

The femme singers with Felton are 
a little better, but the band is too 
forte behind ’em. Lois Lee is a cute 
little blonde swingster, doing ‘Oh, 
Johnny, Oh,’ but is drowned out most 
of the way; Louise Dunne’s classical 
soprano fares little better. 

The mammoth Felton’s band, in 
fact, is too loud and discordant most 
of the way, and without a distinctive 
arrangement in its entire present- 
ment. Qn the other hand, Felton is 
a plenty forte m.c. and entertainer 





|with her expert legmania, first a} cluded an extensive group of shots; in his own right, which would indi- 
| rhumba tap, then a spin routine and|0f U. S. army war games, tests of: cate that he’d be doubly anxious to 


| finally a toe ballet. Kid’s a looker, 
Marie Hollis is another who 
|checks herself into favor with some 
acrobatic control stuff that would 
| look good in any setting. 
| Lewis favorite, ‘St. Louis Blues,’ 
| beating it out hot and heavy, and 
| then Muggsy Spanier comes down off 
| the stand with his trumpet and seven 
|other instrumentalists from the plat- 
| form to jazz-band a couple of num- 
bers. 
but Lewis has each of them tied 
smartly into the succeeding number 
to keep the show moving. 

For a finish, Whittier comes on 
| with his peanut wagon, Lewis toss- 
|ing the goobers into the audience, 
as of yore, and bringing some kids 
onto the stage and stuffing their 
pockets, also as formerly. 
| Big opening despite zero weather, 
with only a few rows high in balcony 
empty at opening performance. 
| Cohen. 


| STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Jan. 8. 
| Senor Wences, Jack Williams, 
Gregory & Raymond with Cheri, 
Gracella Dancers (4), Lazanders (4), 
Martha Raye, Sam Kaplan House 
Orch; ‘Thou Shalt Not Kil’ (Rep). 








With locals apparently fed up on a 
steady diet of name bands, the State 
this week experimentally reverts to 
| straight vaude with a name magnet 
in Martha Raye. Its success was evi- 
denced, over the weekend, by ‘a 
strong b.o. 

House will not entirely divert from 
the name band policy—it found long 
ago that majority of name personali- 
ties do not produce—but will alter- 
nate, leaning heavily toward straight 
vaude. This week’s bill is the type 
for which the house is headed. A 
strong name to pull them in and 
good supporting acts. 

The house band has been moved 
on stage and augmented by four men. 
Backing all the acts, unit does neatly. 
In the future house might utilize its 
own standby musicians to play for 
acts instead of having a name band 
do so. Latter’s style—since most are 
‘swing groups — is sometimes such 
that it is unable to do justice to the 
variety turns. 

Proceedings get underway with a 
swing version of ‘Ciri Biri Bin’ by 


the house tooters, in which various ' 


specialists are spotted. Jack Williams 
is out next, introes himself as m.c. 
and brings on the first act, the La- 
zanders. Three men and a gal, they 
easily set things rolling with com- 


edy acros. Male trio do body build- | 


ing and tumbling while girl vocals 
and taps, all effective. 


Next inning is devoted to Gregory | 


and Raymond, lads who run the 
gamut of novelty musical instru- 
ments, including vacuum, etc. Finale, 


i 


| Orch itself gets an inning with a/ 


Lot of show-stoppers present | 


| new equipment, etc. 

| The reels also continue to flivver 
in this case the fault is their own 
rather than conditions beyond their 
control, Cas in point is Paramount’s 
| handling of the various Bowl games, 


son. Photogs not only missed what 
was apparently the most spectacular 
play of the day—Kellogg’s 75-yard 
runback of a punt for Tulane 
through the entire Texas A. & M. 
team, a play, incidentally, that seems 
to have had all the elements suitable 
|for newsreel coverage—but again 
| failed to include a single slow-mo- 
| tion shot in any of the star games 
|covered. The company had a so- 
| called expert to describe the plays 
'shown, but there was nothing an- 
alytical or explanatory in his spiel. 
Continued neglect by the news- 
reels of the neat opportunity offered 
| them in the grid subject is hard to 
| understand. Not only do they have 
ithe chance of selecting highlight 
plays not enjoyed by the spectator on 
the scene, or even the radio, but 
| they have the unique’ power to take 
| whatever plays they may select and, 





‘by slowing down the action, show the | 


most fascinating and _ instructive 
parts of the game, which not even 
the most expert naked eye can catch. 
Yet they continue to hurry through 
the same old jumble of rushing play- 


‘in handling still another subject, but | 


the final football splurge of. the sea- | 


| improve the musical end. Some of 
| the boys double from the bandstand 
into life of the party bits that ara, 
for the most part, okay. 

Rest of the show holds only Joe 
and Jane McKenna, comedy brother- 
and-sister team, and Nancy Healy, 
buck ’n’ wing specialist. Both these 
turns get over, but Joe McKenna 
might tone down his bathroom 
humor when playing family houses 
of this type. It wouldn’t do for some 
of the kids to come home imitating 
three of his very broad pieces of 
comedy. In the knockabout ballet, 
though, the McKennas are plenty 
clicko. 

Show runs off in 69 minutes. 

cho. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 6. 
Tommy Dorsey Orch (15), Dorsey 
Quartet, Allan DeWitt, Anita Boyer, 
Winfield & Ford, Lorraine & Rog- 
nan; ‘Secret of Dr. Kildare’ (M-G), 














This show is mostly Tommy Dor- 
sey and his orchestra, there being 
only two additional acts. But judg- 
ing by frenzied and almost hysteri- 
cal audience enthusiasm, this is 
plenty. Even without his gir] singer, 


-with one of the lads swinging out on |! 
} ) ! . i 


ers and confusing groups. Anita Boyer, indisposed +“ illness at 
Besides the war coverage and /|the opening = riday (5), 
sports, there’s little on the current the speedy layout socks from start 
bill to rate mention. Balance is to finish. 
chiefly such standards as political} One naturally expects tops in 
leaders gathering for the convening , Swing from Dorsey, and gets it, but 
of Congress, winter sports bits, New | pleasantly surprising is the show- 
Year’s day parade in Philly, model | manship here, i. e., pains taken with 
airplane meet in Florida, bathing | staging, lighting, etc. Orch works on 
beauts, Al Smith’s 66th birthday,|a moving platform that brings ag- 
fashion shows, a couple of Lew Lehr- | gregation right up to the footlights 
isms. etc. It's a commonplace bill. | for its own contributions, providing 
Of somewhat timely interest be- | greater intimacy and marking a de- 
cause of the growing trend of tourists | parture from the usual stationary 
(barred from the war zones) to stage bands here, For the two dance 
travel through countries in the West- acts the platform is shifted back. 
ern Hemisphere. is a travelog about| Although the Dorsey unit can play 
the hanging gardens of Mexico City. | sweet music neatly, it confines itself 
Made by International Pictures Corp.| almost entirely to swing. Dorsey 
and released by Atlas. the six-minute | trombones almost throughout, stop- 
chort is called ‘Xochimilco’ and is a ping only long enough to introduce 
black-and-white treatment of scenes the acts, which he does with dis- 
in the Mexican capital. Apparently ; patch, and to conduct. 
the subject has some anneal, but the| Dorsey never has played here be- 
film is somewhat repetitious and not fore, but his theme song intro was 
_well photographed. Hobe. enough to precipitate a wild ovation 
at the Friday. matinee, indicating 
| ‘UNCLE TOM’ SWINGS that his radio 4 had preceded him. 
: : Band opens with a swing arrange- 
Chicago, Jan. 9. |ment of ‘Old Black Joe’ and then 
Al Borde puts his new rhythm | fans further enthusiasm with ‘Song 
unit, ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin in Swing,’| of India.’ Comprising a girl and 
into rehearsal today (9). | three. men, = age 9 ag takes 
It has one of the biggest casts in| UP with a medley of ‘Stop, It’s Won- 
vaude unit history. - | derful,’ ‘A Little Spanish Town’ and 
‘Oh, Johnny.’ Practically all ar- 
rangements are surefire. 
; : A hot number, ‘Jeepers Cr¢«pers,’ 
Philadelphia, Jan. 8. | brings on Winfield and Ford, dusky 
Holme theatre, northeast Philly hoofers. They burn things up with 
‘ndie, will add a vaude bill on Satur- their tap and glides, which are un- 
day matinees beginning next week. ‘wee and difficult. Working on a 


Harry Biben wij}! book the acts. (Continued on vage 47) 








| New Luncheon Booking 
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Jack Meyers Orc 
Kendall Willlams 
Sammy Jarvis 
Edith Dustman 
Dot Franey 
Iccolettes. (4) 


(Moter Bar) 

Eddie Frits Orc 
Bowery 

Everett Marshall 
Jean Daniels 
Bill Harris 
& Kays 
Jitterbuge 
pewerreees (12) 


Chas 
Benny Resh Oreo 


Blue Lantern 
Irving Spector 
De Roy Gls (8) 
La Comparaita 
Temple & Marie 
- | Lee Walters Orc 
Curly’ Baldwin 


Commodore Club 
Bthel Shutia 
Gillette & Richards 
Martins 

arry Vincent 

Libby Langford 
Hark Thomas Orc 
\ Oorktown Tavern 
Pancho Roche 
_ & Nina 


Orlando 

Bilen Kay 

Dick Haviland 
Eddie Bratton Orc 


Clab Imperial 
Ann Star 
ee Russel) 
sia Waa Gle (3) 


Nub Brown Ore 
— Chop House 
olly Frair,; 
Jo Ann —” 
Sammy Duka 
avenero 4 
ura en 
“arlos Espino 


Mayfair 


Billy & K 
Dell Bis Carroll 


Mason 
Smitty 


Phil Olsen Orc 


P Morocco 
ay Jason 
Trudy Chand) 
Lee Noble - 








Roulettes (4) 
Earl Bamme)l Orc 


Nut House 
smith Ted Blake 
Brown Gill & Edwards 
genevieve Glover Harry Nosokoft 
& Poke Pat McGowan 
nye & — Joe Klein 
baw Old Shay Gardens 
Cadova Etz! Covato Ore 
& Frances macnise eee | 
flotel n vita aymon 
aeteie Grill) Betty Nylander 
d Maple Ore og ee 
ouglas 
jay — Dean Sayre 
= Rismberger | Dick Smith 
(Gay 90's) Orchard 
esbitt Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Dore Jecevelt Jay Loring 
jalers Chuck Miller 
fetel Wm Penn Pines. 
( Ray Englert Ore 
Long Orc Plaza Cafe 
fuck, Bdmundson Jimmy Peyton Ore 
mie Hieleen Dewey Moon 
oaty & O’Connor| w & J Brown 
Bar) | Norma Shea 
Billy Catizone Mme. Bonaffon 
Eiay Frits Riviera 
rv} ia Billy Miller Ore 
New Penn Yacht Clab 
Gardner Orc | # Middleman Ore 
Gene Navarre | rah lag ‘ 
Ginny oe e 
& Dell Dale Rhodes 
Ruth Stevens calte Lane 
Betty Bradford Tony Marks Co 
armida Warden Sky-Vue 
Honey een Marty Gregor Ore 
Nixon e Union Grill 
Al Marsico Oro Art Yagello 
Bob Carter Frank Natale 
; Beal & Tova Mike Sandretto 
Gale Webster Hall 
Mitsi 
Manning # palma Michele Bertoia 
SYRACUSE 
Club Candee Francis Clarkson 
Royky Ore Diana Leeds 
echo Bros Miam! Serenaders 
Irving Jacobs Greenwich Village 
Stella Phillips Anton Cotton Ore 
Betty Smythe Barbara Shepard 
Elleen Delray Manhattan Maids 
Bianca Helen Deneata 
Club Irving cone Saari 
. rancine Gardner 
Jonny Born Little Joe Little 
ura Farrell Laigi’s 
aig Row ag Ice Follies 
Cheb Miami Hotel Syracuse 
Larry Layton Glen Garr Orc 
Eddie Van Song Stylists 
Bobbie Newell Betty Claire 
DETROIT 
Book-Cadillac Hotel | Jack & Dei Martin 
(Beok Casino) Togo 


Di Giovanni 


Ray Carlin Ore 


Northwood Inna 
Lois Cornwall 
Martin & Marvel 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Gus Howard 


Oasis 
Hoffman Sis 
Tamago & Queda 
Buddy Lester 
Sammy Stern Oro 

Palm Beach 
Lee Barton Evans 
MacFarland & B 
3 Crandyll Sis 
Larry & Freckles 
Maurice & Andrea 
Monnie Drake 
Amos Jacobs 
Don Pablo Ore 

Palmette 
Les Backer 
Priscilla Langdon 
Rowanna Gray 
Jalna 
The Viscounts 
Madelon Baker 
Reg Thronton Ore 

Powatan 
Yacht Club Boys 
Lew Fidler Orc 

Redford Inn 
Don Miller Orc 
Vocalians 

Club Royale 
Dean Murphy 
Bonners 
Renee & Root 
Mary Jane Brown 
Rovalettes 
Danny Demetry Orc 

Saks 
Barry, Prince & C 
Harriet Cross 
St Clair & Durand 
Pol Mars (6) 
George Kavanagh O 

San Diego 
3 Smart Gis 
Baldwyns 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Orc 
Statler Hotel 

(Terrace Room) 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Lynn Lucas 

Verne’s 
Rio & Rita 
Claude & Corrine 
Louise Keller 
Sid Schaps 
Vernettes 
Lee Gordon Orc 

Whittier Hotel 

(Gold Cup Room) 








*fman Pirchner 
Avalon 


Hy Barron Gro 


a Prazis (3) 


rge Eve \ 
Thelma ~ nt Ha le 
me — Club 
nger 
lady Black -° 
Cedar Gardens 
uke Melvin Orc 
J 8now 
~ Smothers 
went Page 
and Bo 
chy , “hatens 
jee Chai 
Joe Reeves *” Ore 


Margaret Aemmer | 











N , Charles Auld Trio 
i —° Bill Regula 
Rush Roger Hoffman 
onnine Village Elaine George 
pe Thurn Ore Kate Travis 
x Wn & Darrow Texas Rockets 
rm Bee College inn 
M ote Norman Bril) Ore 
yron Ryan Duke Fredericks 


Sid Jacobs 
Roberta Green 
Sammy Burke 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Orc 
Lane, Edward, A 
Dorothy LaMarr 
Eddie Barnes 
Pearl Magiley Line 
Gourmet Club 
B Robinson Ore 
Bill Lockman 
Hanna Grille 
Mona Marli 
Lenny Colyer 
Evelyn Dietz 
Pete Zuma 
Hotel Allerton 
Pat Ryan 
Al Lerner 


Wednesday, January 10, 1940 


Hotel Cleveland 
Herbie Kay 
Jean Webb 
King Harvey 
Fuzzy Combs 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Romono Costello 
Randolph Coniurer 
Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar Ore 
Stapletons 
Val Setz 
Londonaires 
Terry Lawlor 
Hotel Statler 


Richard Bone Ore 
D'Ivons 


Bette Evans 
Joan Dal 

Ann Starr 
Sammy Lippman 
Arlene Rice Ore 


Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Harold Simpson 


Monaco’s Cafe 
Ted, Mary Taft 
Modie & LeMaux 
Jeanne Stewart 
Claude Hoagiand O 


Southern Tavern 


Emil Velazeo 
Helene Gray 


Frakson 

Frances Ernst Famous Door 

Sam Costello Virginia Ference 
Jack Elliott 


Jack & Ediie’s 
Lillian Robertson 





Beebe Sherman 
Major Abel 


MINNEAPOLIS AND ST. PAUL 
Coliseum Midway Gardens 

Jack Kane’s Orc F Bow Bill's Or (6) 
Commodore Minnesota Terrace 


Ranny Weeks Ore 
Duffins 

Alice Dawn 

A Murray Dancers 
Monte Cuthbert 


K Davenport Or (6) 

Arthur Murray Dan 
"s 

L McNabb Ore (4) 


Gill Robson 


Happy Hour 
Gordie Bowen O (8) 
Madelyn Joyce 
Johnny Dean 
Pearson Bros 
Red’ Carter 

Lounge Pierre 
Sev Olsen Ore (9) 
Betty LeMar 

Marigold 
Cec Hurst Ore (12) 


Sheldon Gray 
Joy Bennett 
Tiny Crawford 


Silver Tray 
O Bellman Ore (5) 
St. Paul Hotel 
Hwd ‘Playboys’ (4) 
Terrace Cafe 


Ted Travers Ore 
Trene Dunne 
Lou'se Raymond 
Stuarts 








New Acts 











CHICK and LEE 
Comedy 
10 Mins. 


VARIETY 
Unit Reviews 
EUROPEAN ICE REVUE. 


(COLISEUM, INDPLS.) 








Indianapolis, Jan. 5. 
American premiere of Fred Evans 
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ORPHEUM, MPLS. 











presentation, playing eight days at | 
the Coliseum on the State Fair 
Grounds; $3.30 top. Stars Rona and 
Cliff Thaell, Jeoffrey S. H. Stevens, 
Pamela Prior, Audrey Peppe; fea- | 
tures Lou Pitts and Ruth English, | 
Hanny Egli and Armand Perren, | 
Edwina Blades; with Cyril C. Grace, | 
Montague Stott, Sidney W. Spalding, 
Fritz Dietl, Line (24). 





Town had its first taste of ice 
hockey a couple of months ago and 
liked the flavor so well, management 
went into a deal to bring this hard- 
water show here for its first Ameri- 
can appearance. Unit’s from London 
and was due in during early Decem- 
ber, but mine-dodging held it back. 


Jimmy Hegg President It’s a smooth production from start 
Se dees” «as Gene to finish. Rona and Cliff Thall are 
Thelma Shirley Tim aiken’ $8 |standouts in grace, winning solid 


salvos with their ‘Dream Waltz’ dur- 
ing first act, and ‘On Wings of Steel’ 
during second. Show has plenty of 
comedy, most of it furnished by 
Jeoffrey S. H. Stevens. He does a 
trained-horse bit with Montague 
Stott and Sidney Spalding, a solo 
imitation of a jitterbug on ice for the 
first time, and returns later with a 
hilarious bit with Stott, Cyril Grace 
and Spalding, doing a scrub-woman 
burlesque of ‘four glamor girls.’ 

Lou Pitts and Ruth English pro- 
vide novelty with their ‘Bowery 
Number’ in traditional outfits, and a 
fox-trot done later to the tune of 


'‘Having Any Fun.’ 


Solo performers cut neat figures 
when Edwina Blades, fram South 
America, does a sweeping routine 
called ‘Rhythms in Blue.’ Pamela 
Prior contributes speed and figure 





Roxy, N. Y. 

Chick and Lee have a routine) 
along laugh lines which pokes’ 
fun mostly at radio. While not 
a strong turn as it stands the 
bedrock for a much more surefire 
comedy act is there. The boys ap-| 
pear to have a good flair for comedy | 
and, with improvement in material 


in vaude theatres. 


mike work, opening with a burles- | 
qued radio announcement concerning |! 
aches and pains. This boy also plays | 
the harmonica, but gives it a rather | 
brief brushoff in connection with a| 
hillbilly vocal. A gagged fight an- 
nouncement and the chant of the} 
tobacco auctioneer, as a Chink and | 
wop would do it, are included in the 
routine, plus headlines in the news|} 
travestying Winchell. For the close, | 
one of the laddies burlesques an, 
opera singer. | 
Team is doing satisfactorily here | 
on audience response. Char, 


EDWARD FAYE and BRENDA 


Sherry-Netherland, N. Y. 


A ballroom team of grace and/ 
charm, Edward Faye and Brenda are | 
no doubt going places in the sphere | 
of floors found in the better class 
hotels and night clubs. | 

Youthful and engaging, the team 
is doing two routines here. One is 
set to Cole Porter’s ‘Night and Day, 
while the other is rigged for speed 
and gingery ballroom manipulation. 

A good-sized hit here, when 
caught. Char. 





JOAN CHAPMAN 





Sherry-Netherland, N. Y. 
Joan Chapman has a bright future 





ahead of her. In addition to being a 


|looker with much personality, she 
| possesses a highly pleasing voice. 
| Not 


in the jitterbug class, Miss 
Chapman uses ballads of today 
and yesterday, well sold. 

In the Turquoise Room of the 
Sherry, one of the classier hostelries, 
she includes ‘Smoke Gets In Your | 
Eyes’ in her repertoire, doing it ex- 
cellently. ; 

Radio might listen to Miss Chap- 
man. She may have something for 


One of the twain plays the guitar, | and ‘Cossacks,’ with the obvious Rus- 
while his partner does most of the | sian interpretation. Fritz Diet] does 


icheau & Fenton, Danny O’Connor, 


skating,:and joins the line for a pic- 
torial routine called ‘Breath of 
Spring.’ Audrey Peppe, announced 
as the only native-born skater in the 
show, won a heavy hand at this show 
in her one spot with some one-foot 
acro work and spins. 


Hanny Egli and Armand Perren 
‘Gypsy Camp, in Romany rhythm, 


some fast work on elevated skates 
which won him mitt slaps aplenty. 

Show runs 91 minutes and is pre- 
sented in two acts. Close of first is 
‘A Wee Bit of Scotch,’ with a drum 
corps, kilties on each skater. Show 
winds up with ‘A Tribute to Amer- 
ica,’ with line wearing military uni- 
forms to represent different periods 
in U. S. history. 

Constumes appear to be new and 
have been designed with an eye to 
brilliance in color. Line numbers 
are particularly eye-filling and con- 
stitute the bulk of show. New spots 
were installed for the opening, but 
at show caught, projectionists were 
sole handicap of performers. Show 
is played by 16-piece orch. 

Crowd light when caught (open- 
ing night, Christmas). with 8,000-seat 
Coliseum about one-third filled, But 
after word of show got around, biz 
picked up considerably. Kiley. 


Midnight Scandals of ’40, 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 





Charlotte, Jan. 5. 


Ted & Art Miller, Johnny Sanna, 
Mildred Parr, Debonairs (3), Bran- 


Al Klein Band (7), Line (10); ‘Too 
Busy to Work’ (20th). 





Ted and Art Miller, vaude vets, 
have built a well-paced variety show 
which goes after laughs and gets its 


| War Chant’ 


small elevated platform the pair 
go over big. 

Band lands again with ‘March of 
the Toys’ during which Dorsey, 
Johnny Mince, clarinet; Babe Rusin, 
tenor sax, and Johnny Clark and Lee 
Costaldo, trumpeters, do their stuff. 
Allan DeWitt, personable with pleas- 
ant pipes, scores with a medley of 
‘Careless,’ ‘All the Things You Are’ 
and ‘Marie.’ The band’s ‘Hawaiian 
We E is more jitterbug ecstasy. 
With his quartet maestro illustrates 
_ various stages of his trombone-play- 
‘ing development, two other trom- 
| bonists a 

Lorraine and Rognan, man and 
woman, click with their comedy 
acrobatic and ballroom dancing. 
| ‘Quiet, Please,’ closing band number, 
‘is just the opposite of its title—the 
|noisiest_bedlam imaginable, with 
Buddy Rich going to town on the 
drums. 

House almost full at opening 
matinee Friday. Rees. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 6. 
Glyde Snyder, House Line (12), 








House Reviews 





rom page 45 


Italian ‘Rigoletto’ doesn't quite get 
across. 

Harry Robinson, 76-year-old 
Texan, scores strongly with some 
neat steps, being recalled three times 
at this show. Harmonica Wizards 
follow with standard duet, bright- 
ened somewhat by a brick rendition 
of ‘The Bee.’ 
Kaye, a bit too cute at times, es- 
tablishes himself with audience in 
next spot with a song, ‘Please Be 
Kind,’ in which he impersonates 
Harry Richman, Hugh Herbert and 
Andy Devine cleverly. Then intro- 
duces Skate-O-Maniacs, youthful 
and good-looking, an act which 
couldn’t make the major’s radio pro- 
gram because of strictly visual ap- 
peal, and they register strongly. 


Highlight is George Bell, versatile 
instrumentalist, who opens by violin- 
ing from all angles and follows with 
tricky version of ‘Toy Trumpet,’ in 
which he blows horn both muted 
and open in the same chorus. In- 
terspersing solos with a bit of ballet 
stepping he works up to socko finish 
by balancing horn on his head, coax- 
ing melodies out of the wrong end 
of the instrument and bowing off 
with a bit of truckin’. He has nice 

ersonality which registers notably 
in his ‘thank you.’ 

Show closes after Terry Brewer, 
moppet, lustily intones ‘Ol’ Man 





- 





|Erhardt Bros. (2), Stalac Bros. & 
Pearl (3); O’Connor Family (3), 
Bob Zurke Orch (14), Evelyn Poe, 
Jack Malerich House Orch; ‘Gentle- 
man from Arizona’ (Mono). 


For the first time there’s an outside 
(Bob Zurke) stage swing band here, 
i plus the regular strong house stand- 

by. It’s one of the biggest and best 
shows here yet. 

Show moves fast. There’s a stir- 
ring ‘Merry Wives of Windsor’ over- 
ture by Jack Malerich’s house or- 
chestra, from the elevated pit, latter 
accompanying the rest of the show 
except for the Zurke chore. 

Glyde Snyder, house m.c., brings 
‘his 12 line girls to ‘42d and Broad- 
| way’ for an opener. He’s the traffic 
|cop, frequently leaving the girls in 








j2t, join li in three bers, ‘In Old! unconventional and laugh-provoking 
should be able to command attention © Geen? in’ ani ‘aor do: a waltz; | positions during the kicking and tap 


routine. 

Working in evening garb with top 
hats, the two Erhardt brothers 
demonstrate hoofing and_ instru- 
mental proficiency. They give a slow 
motion impression of a prizefight and 
then play ‘St. Louis Blues’ on the 
harmonica and banjo, winding up 
with ‘Parade of Wooden Soldiers’ 
dance. 

The Stalac Bros. (2), in tails, and 
Pearl, also in evening attire, do nifty 
acrobatics. Girl does some high kick- 
ing. The O’Connor Family features 
Donald O’Connor, film juvenile, and 
his cute 10-year old sister in a con- 
glomeration of click tapping, clown- 
ing and gagging. The older brother 
is an effective stooge for the young- 
sters and also demonstrates consider- 
able dancing and comedy ability. 

Well-known and popular here in 
consequence of a recent Minnesota 
Terrace night club engagement, 
Zurke’s swing band handles its tor- 
rid numbers expertly. Leader tickles 
the ivories during ‘Honky Tonk 
Train’ and so substantiates why he’s 
a ranking swing pianist. Another of 
his parecer hot numbers is 
‘Peach Tree Blues.’ Evelyn Poe is a 
personable and capable singer with 
the band. 

For a novel and effective finish, the 
house orchestra stacks up against the ! 
Zurke band in a study of musical 
contrasts. Zurke follows the for- 
mer’s sweet ‘When Day Is Done’ with 
a roaring ‘I Got Rhythm.’ Then the 
two bands combine for a sock finish 
with ‘Swamp Fire,’ during which the 
line appears in abbreviated attire in 
a speedy routine. 

Big lower floor practically filled | 





share of them. The Millers take top 
plaudits with their finale spot wel 
edy. 

Art scores heavily with dumb- 


bloke patter and puts the soe BEACON, VANCOUVER fo 


stitches with risque poetry. 
heightens effect with musical mean- | 
dering on guitar. Ted hands him the 
lines, ukeleles, and also m.c.s. ; | 
Johnny Sanna scores heavily with 
comic dancing in three appearances. 
His antics are set off by comic getup 
consisting of formal wear from the 


| 39’ with Stubby Kaye, George Beil, 


'Bertay Sisters, Rigoletto Trio, Harry 


films also. 


Char. 


GEORGE CHURCH 
Dancing 

8 Mins. 
Sherry-Netherland, N. Y. 

George Church, nimble-footed tap 
dancer, hails from legit, and in that 
field has behind him ‘On Your Toes 
‘and ‘Boys From Syracuse. He is 
_exactly what:a high-class floor show 
‘is looking for and should also at- 

tract the attention of the picture 
‘house bookers. 

Going to a little more trouble than 
most dancers, Church includes in 
his routine a swell number tapped 
to a special arrangement of Anda- 
| lusia,” written for him by Clifford 





Adams and played here in excellent | 
the George Dameral , 


fashion by 
orch. His other numbers, of the 
hardshoe tap variety, are to ‘A Wild 
: Rose’ and one he did in ‘Syracuse, 
‘plus another that is a clever takeoff 
‘of Paul Draper. He is youthful and 
i has a lot of personality. Char. 


| hips up, kilts and fancy panties and 
His imitation of a monkey in! 


| Spats, 
py ers done with the line, is strong. 

The Debonairs (3) please with neat 
acrobatics. Brancheau and Faye 
Fenton are so-so in two tap-dance 
appearances. Danny O’Connor, mem- 
‘ber of band, gets good response with 
trumpet impressions of Clyde McCoy 
and Henry Busse. F 

Mildred Parr, heavyweight song- 
stress, pleases with three numbers, 
but was handicapped when egg nity 4 
having to work without mike, whic 
went on the blink during show. Line, 
on three times, could leave out a 
couple of appearances. Girls need 
to give more attention to both tim- 
ing and reducing. Al Klein’s band 
plays from the stage. ; 

Show played to full house at this 
catching. ust 





Johnny Burke and Jimmy Monaco 
are doing three numbers to be sung 
by Bing Crosby and Gloria Jean in 

. ‘If I Had My Way’ at Universal. 


at first matinee performance Satur- | 
day (6). Rees. | 








| 





Vancouver Jan. 5. 
Bowes’ ‘Prizewinners 


Major of 


Bert & Betty Bradford, Helen Moran, 


Robinson, Harmonica Wizards, Skate- 
O-Maniacs, Terry Brewer, 
Maracci House Orch (5); 
| Power’ (U). 


Frank 
‘Hidden 





| Name of Major Edward Bowes 
| continues to work box-office magic 
here, although a few families from 
‘hinterland still seem to expect the 
‘major in personal appearance. Cur- 
‘rent show, ably m.c.d. by Stubby 
, Kaye, is in the groove, although acts 
might be spotted better. Bill seems 
'to lag after George Bell, individual 
star, bows off. 

Betty and Bert Bradford, dance 
team, are in an agreeable getaway 
|against familiar Bowes background 
of shawl-draped piano and flag-be- 
,decked backdrop. Followed by 
'Helen Moran, soprano, whose trite 
‘thank you’ speech does not measure 
up to her operatic solos. 

Bertay Sisters, a brunet and red- 
head, earn plaudits with some nim- 
ble acrobatics, after which Rigoletto 
Trio, colored, are on for some har- 
|monizing which meets with mixed 


Mose,’ with entire company on stage 
for patriotic ‘God’s Country’ finale, 
Biz at opening show (5) oe. 
u. 


CIRCLE, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 5. 
Collins & Peterson, Nann, Dupree 
& Lee, Ted Lester, Jane Withers, 
Naitto Troupe, House Orch; ‘Happens 
at Night’ (20th). 





On her first stop from Hollywood 
on a vaude tour, Jane Withers does 
okay by her followers as the spark- 
plug of a 61-minute bill. Appearing 
in a nifty blue jacket and short skirt 
to take a few years off her age, she 
works down front with songs and 
imitations, spotted next to closing in 
the five-act bill. 

Combines a number of popular 
songs in a medley built around 
‘Three Little Fishies.’ Follows with 
an impression of several Hollywood 
personages done in rhyme. For an 
encore, does a patriotic number 
called ‘Yankee Doodle Now,’ tossing 
in a mimic of George M. Cohan for 
good measure. 

Producers of the unit had a good 
idea in the double m.cing of Coliins 
and Peterson, but the boys are strict- 
ly Joe Miller on the gags. The 
work in their quips in front of eac 
act, finally taking over at the close 
for a longer stay. Regulars could 
give the payoff of their jokes before 
the buildup is well under way. 
Others keep the show moving. The 
Naitto Troupe, three girls and a man, 
ut on a strong tight-wire act. Girls 
juggle on wire, carry across two high 
and one does a double somersault. 
Sock of act is back flip by one of the 
girls. When caught, girls had 
trouble doing their tricks and time 
on stage consumed 12 minutes. 
Red Lester combines legerdemain 
with musical waves. In tails with a 
long cape, he plucks instruments 
from his clothing until a table is 
filled, playing a bit on each one. 
Nann, Dupree and Lee, two men and 
girl dance act, are standard. Com- 
bine ballroom tap, eccentric and sin- 
gles to nice response. 
Show is lightweight in people, but 
it could be possible to diminish the 
importance of that by more intelli- 
gent handling of dros since the 
stage is quite large, a point that’s 
emphasized by the recent scant line- 
up. Miss Withers, working in full 
in one of her numbers, looks lost. 
House band is rusty, too, being hired 
r the intermittent stage shows. 
Biz fair at third show Friday (5). 
Kiley. 


Injuries Hit Ice Show 











Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 
A jinx is hovering over the troupe 


|of the Ice Follies of 1940 eurrently 


showing at the Philly Arena. Valerie 
Fink, one of the skating ensembie, 
took the afternoon off on -Friday (5) 
to go ice-skating on a Fairmont Park 
Lake. Her blade caught in a crack 
and she broke an ankle. 

That night Phyllis Rebholz bumped 
into her partner during their dance 
number and she was taken to the 
, hospital with a possible fracture of 
ithe hip. Later Bess Erdhardt, star 
of the show, tripped over a hem of 
her costume and was badly bruised, 
She was able to continue, however. 





Grays Set for Fairs 


The Six Grays, family act, have 





been signed by George Hamid for 
ithe 1940 fair season, usually lasting 
|around five months starting in the 
summer. 


ireception. ' Swing version of ‘the! -Max Tishman agented. 


Cy 
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48 VARIETY 


Critic John Anderson Defends Legit 
From NY, Columnist's ‘Smut’ Charge 








John Anderson, in his N. Y. Jour-| 
nal-American legit column last 
Wednesday (3), came to the defense | 
of the stage, refuting the cry of a! 
by-liner in another “Gotham paper) 
against alleged smut in shows. At 
the same time Anderson was threat- 
ened with libel suit by a manager. 

The critic’s ire was provoked by | 
the comment of H. I. Phillips, in his | 
Sun Column, which predicted that 
‘censorship in the theatre is certain 
within the next few years as the re- 
sult of the incredibly low level to! 
which the standards of amusement. 
have sunk in the past few seasons.’ | 
Without mentioning the name of the) 





show, Phillips claimed that ‘a certain | the program. 


musical play establishes an all-time! 


low for smut, filth and generally de- other current George Abbott show, 


basing stuff . . .. lyrics are so un- 


speakably vile that an exterminator! wy. was likewise out for two per- 


company could use them to dis- 
infect the slums . . . this correspon- 
dent burned his clothes immediately 
after leaving the theatre.’ . ae 

Doubtful Anderson | 

Show referred to is ‘DuBarry Was | 
a Lady,’ Broadway’s top ranking at- | 
traction, playing at the 46th Street. 
Anderson, doubting that Phillips has 
seen enough shows in New York dur- 
ing the past several seasons to pass 
wholesale judgment on the theatre, 
mentioned that no such opinion could 
have been evoked from last season's | 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ “The Little 
Foxes,’ ‘The American Way,’ ‘No 
Time for Comedy’ and ‘Here Come 
the Clowns.’ He also named plays of 
two previous seasons which could 
not be so criticized. 

‘One man’s humor is another man’s 
poison,’ wrote Anderson, ‘and 
wouldn’t even get up an argument 
with Mr. Phillips over the jokes in 
‘DuBarry.’ They are pretty much on 
one key, and without Bert Lahr and 
Ethel Merman to work them, they 
would never throw anyone in the 
aisle. As it is, I don’t remember 
breaking a rib...I’m sorry if the the- 
atre, in particular shows, upsets 
anyone’s moral feelings, but it’s an 

- idle charge to say the whole theatre 
has sunk to an incredibly low level.’ 

Critic referred to the Sun column- 
ist as usually humorous-minded and 


Berle, Wescott Return To 
Abbott Shows After Illness 


After missing four performances 
last week due to an attack of flu, 
Milton Berle returned Monday night 
(8) to the cast of ‘See My Lawyer,’ 
at the Adelphi, N.Y. He had also 


been out for two performances the 
previous week. Ralph Bell under- 
studied. 


Comedian went through with his 
broadcast last Saturday night (6) for 
Quaker Oats despite his illness, but 
went back to bed immediately after 


Marcy Wescott, femme lead in the 
‘Too Many Girls,’ at the Imperial, 


formances last week because of a 
cold. Her place was taken by Leila 
Ernst, who normally plays a small 
part in the musical. It was the sec- 
ond time Miss Wescott had been out. 


‘Cruise’ Legit Rating, 
Pay Snag With Equity 
Tangle Slated Prod. 


‘Caribbean Cruise’ a mixed-cast 
revue that has been in and out of 
rehearsal several times, last week 
came across another snag. After 
Equity representatives classed the 
show legit and not vaudeville, prep- 
arations for the presentation came 


to a halt. Money on deposit with 
Equity to guarantee salaries had 
been paid to the players, as the show | 
rehearsed beyond the ‘free’ time. 
Show is due at Daly’s 63d street, 
N. Y., next week. 








LEGITIMATE 


A-head Man Current Road Shows 


(Week of Jan. 8) 








Jim Proctor, p.a., was sent to 
Boston by the Shuberts several 
weeks ago ahead of ‘Straw Hat 
Revue.’ They never sent the 
show, however, which led Proc- 
tor to quip: 

“Yeah, I was out ahead of the 
show. About three years ahead.’ 


7 BWAY FOLDS, 
TOPS FOR 
SEASON 


‘Abe Lincoln in Ilinois’ (Raymond. 
Massey)—Grand Opera House, Chi- 
cago. 

Colbourne-Jones (repertory)— 
Grand, Edmonton, Canada (8-10). 

‘Easy Virtue’ (Constance Bennett) 
—Selwyn, Chicago. 

Eva Le Gallienne (repertory)— 
Temple, Tacoma (8); Empress, Van- 
couver (9-10); Metropolitan, Seattle 
(11-13). 

‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson)—Au- 
ditorium, Chicago. 

‘Hamlet’ (Maurice Evans)—Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles (10-12). 


‘I Married an Angel’ (Dennis 
King)-——-Savoy, San Diego (8-9); Con- 
vention Hall, Long Beach (10); Civic 
Auditorium, Pasadena (11); Fox 
Arlington, Santa Barbara (12); New 
Auditorium, San Jose (13). 











Six shows quit Broadway last 
Saturday (6). One which did not, 
play New Year's week and at least | 
another are definitely through this | 
week, heaviest outgoing list this) 
season for a two-week period. That! 
is one more than the casualty total | 
directly after Jan. 1, 1939. 

‘Ladies apd Gentlemen’ will de- 
part from the Beck this weekend, 
when it will have completed a 13- 
week engagement. Started to big) 
business, advance sale and parties 
upping it to better than $20,000 
weekly for a time. Attendance then 
steadily declined but the engagement 
was quite profitable anyway. 








LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 


Opened Oct. 17, °39. Most 
critics observed, while it is al- 
ways refreshing to have Helen 
Hayes on Broadway, she should 
have had a play more worthy of 


her ability. Mantle (News) 
thought it ‘pretty good enter- 
tainment.’ Atkinson (Times) 


pointed out ‘even a sloppy play 
cannot extinguish the gracious- 
ness and charm of Miss Hayes’ 
presence.’ Lockridge (Sun) 
thought it ‘an engaging play.’ 





Players were warned by Equity 
that they would be suspended if they | 


rehearsed until more money was 


posted with the association. A num-, 
ber of people in ‘Cruise’ had recently | 
joined Equity, new members being : 


ended with a gag: “When Mr. Phil- Fostiy colored. They had been re-| 


lips fled, shocked and blushing, and‘ jearsing for 


threw his clothes to the cleansing: Equit se : | 
y has no restrictions in that, : : 
district. Up to Saturday (6) ‘Cruise,’ | 25 $30,000 at one time, it got $19,000 


flames, I’m afraid he burned his 
britches behind him.’ 
Fischer Steamed 
Anderson’s notice on ‘Folies Ber- 
gere,’ at the Broadway, steamed up 


Clifford C. Fischer so much that the! 


showman declared he’d do something 
about it. The phrase that offended 
Fischer was that which called the 
performance ‘blatantly vulgar.’ Man- 
ager invited newspaper people to 
cocktails at the new Beachcomber 
cafe, on Broadway, and a prepared 
statement was read. In it Fischer 


promised to sue Anderson (who was | 


not present) for a lot of money, and | 
if he wins it, turn the coin over to| 
the Actors Fund. He claims he will; 
secure 25,000 affidavits from people | 
who saw the revue, to refute the! 
critic. 

Fischer said he was not looking for 
publicity. Only one paper, the News, 
gave the suit story any space. Yarn 
went out after one edition, editorial 
desk scenting a press stunt. Press 
department, with S. Jay Kaufman in 
charge, insists the proposed legal 
action is on the level. 





Dallas Censorship 
Dallas, Jan. 9. 

The threat of city censorship over 
legit shows was raised here Thurs- 
day (4) when clubwomen asked 
James W. Aston, city manager, to 
take necessary steps to halt nudity. 
Causes of the outburst were ‘Folies 
Bergere’ and ‘Night at Moulin 
Rouge,’ which played at Fair Park 
recently. 

Socialites yipped that reasonable 
picture censorship existed but legit 
had no holds barred since Max Mc- 
Cullough, city welfare director, 
found last fll that he lacked power 
to drape the cuties. Last attempt at 
legit censorship was years ago under 
the Waddy Tate administration. 


New Scripts 








months in Harlem but | 


which was first slated for the Bayes 
(roof) theatre, had been readying 
_ for eight weeks. 

Donald Heyward, colored writer, is 
‘the producer. He intended present- 
ing it as a colored musical but 

switched to a mixed cast, his troubles 
dating from then. Number of people 
‘are said to have invested in the 
show, and one who put in $5,000 has 
been trying to find out what became 
. Of his coin. 


Unconquered’ Doctored 
| By Abbott for New Prod. 


i George Abbott may place ‘The Un- 
conquered’ on the boards again. He’s 
been busy revising the script by Ayn 
Rand, play being dramatized from 
her book, ‘We The Living.’ It was 








Variety (Hobe) predicted ‘show 
can hardly miss.’ 


iceman 


‘Yokel Boy’ stopped at the Majes- | 
tic, where it registered a run of 26. 
weeks. Attendance was light for | 
some time, then climbed steadily 
through the autumn. Quoted as high 











last week by virtue of big New 
Year’s Eve takings. 





YOKEL BOY 

Opened July 6, '39. Though 

the full quota of first-string 
critics was not present, those 
who were on hand thought Lew 
/ Brown’s musical for the most 
part good summer entertain- 
ment. Whipple (World-Tele- 
gram) said ‘it brims with talent.’ 
Andersen (Journal) differed, de- 
claring ‘it lacks ‘oomph’ among 


‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Ford’s, 
Baltimore. 


‘Leave It te Me’ (Victor Moore, 
William Gaxton)—Shrine Auditor- 
ium, Peoria (7-8); Orpheum, Daven- 
port (9); Iowa, Cedar Rapids (10); 
Shrine Auditorium, Des Moines (11); 
Coliseum, Sioux Falls (12); Qr- 
pheum, Sioux City (13). 


‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel Wat- 
ers)—Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Killed Lincoln’-——Hanna, 
Cleveland. ‘/ 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more)—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—Curran, San Francisco. 

‘Scandals’ (Willie and Eugene 
Howard )—Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton)—Cass, Detroit. 

‘Taming of the Shrew’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne) — Temple, 
Birmingham (8); Erlanger, Atlanta 
(9-10); Tivoli, Chattanooga (11); 
Ryman Auditorium, Nashville (12); 
Coliseum, Evansville (13). 

‘Three After Three’ (Simone Si- 
mon, Mary Brian, Mitzi Green )— 
National, Washington. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Cox, Cincinnati. 

‘Two on an Island’—Shubert, New 
Haven (11-13). 

‘Vagabond Kin g’—Playhouse, 
Hollywood. 





from adverse press though it did 
fairly well Christmas week, then 
skidded. 





VERY WARM FOR MAY 


Opened Nov. 17, 39. This Kern- 
Hammerstein musical, though 
possessing a fair score, appar- 
ently found its book too heavy 
a burden. Mantle (News) said: 
‘Cast and Kern score will do a 
lot to keep it popular.’ Lock- 
ridge (Sun): ‘Extremely disap- 
pointing.’ Watts (Tribune): 
‘Talents and ideas have been 
madly wasted.’ Variety (Abel): 
‘Its chances appear limited.’ 


other things. Variety (Ibee) 
stated it ‘shapes up as moderate 
entertainment.’ 





——_—= 














‘Farm of Three Echoes’ stopped at 
the Cort, where it played six weeks | 
to modest grosses. Was slated to | 
move but last week business dropped | 
too much. 





FARM OF THREE ECHOES 





withdrawn after an adverse week in 
Baltimore recently but it is said to | 


! have been miscast. Eugenie Leon- | 
tovitch had the lead but will be re- | 
placed. She has gone to California. 


Manager is a specialist in farce; 
comedies but occasionally takes a 
fling at drama, as in the case of ‘Un- | 
‘conquered.’ Abbott has figured in | 

the staging of musicals, though ‘The | 

Boys From Syracuse’ last season was | 

the first under his management. His | 

second try in that direction, ‘Too 
Many Girls,’ is one of the best shows 
!of the present season, topping the 
list for some time. 

‘Unconquered’ is said to have cost 
more than $40,000. It is one of the 
‘shows financed by Warners, others 
including ‘Girls’ and ‘See My Law- | 
yer,’ also current. Claimed that the 
| film company will come out with a | 
| profit on the season by virtue of | 
| the large profit expected from ‘Girl’,s 


| 





Victor Rosen has completed a his- regardles of the several failures in 


torical drama, ‘Carnival,’ with a 
background of 16th century France. 


_which WB was interested. 


| Abbott has no other plans for this 


Leonard & Cox agency, N.Y., is’ season. Musical, with a Rodgers and | 


handling it. 

Babette Feist is translating two 
plays by Jean Lasserre from the, 
French. They are ‘Torrid Night’ and 
‘Dead Calm.’ Translator is an ac- 
tress. ' 


Hart score and a South American 
background, which he was reported 
to be considering, was never con- 
templated, he says. Abbott has sev- | 
eral ideas for musicals, but they’re 
not for this season. 





ae 


Opened Nov. 28, ’39. Majority 
of the reviewers thought well of 
the Ethel Barrymore starrer. 
Winchell (Mirror) and Whipple 
(World-Telegram) were the sole 
dissenters. Atkinson (Times) 
said ‘her character acting de- 

-lights the audience.’ Whipple 
(World-Telegram) asserted ‘it ts 
a dour kind of comedy, relieved, 
but not quite saved by the Bar- 
rymore touch. Variery (Hobe) 
wrote: ‘hardly pleasant enter- 
tainment.’ 











‘Kindred’ was taken off at the El-, 
liott after two slim weeks that fol- 
lowed a doubtful press. 





KINDRED 

Opened Dec. 26, '39, with two 
successes to his credit, Paul Vin- 
cent Carroll was less fortunate 
with his third play. Atkinson 
(Times) said ‘it is a maudlin play 
...a waste of words and energy.’ 
Mantle (News) declared ‘no 
great hope for it as a commer- 
cial venture. Vaniery (Hobe) 
said ‘doubtful prospect.’ 











‘Very Warm for May’ stopped at 
the Alvin, where it~ played eight 
weeks. Musical failed to recover 


| ‘Morning’s at Seven’ closed at the 
Longacre, also after a six-week date. 
' Business moderate from start but 
dived last week. 





MORNING’S AT SEVEN 


Opened Nov. 30, ’39. Paul 
Osborn’s comedy drew mixed 
reactions. Mantle (News) said: 
-a happy theatre evening.’ 
Anderson (Journal): ‘It is insup- 
portably dreary and ‘ceble and 
pointless.’ Watts (Tribune): 
‘Its drabness is too inherent and 
its talkativeness too great for 
proper effectiveness.’ Variety 
(Ibee): ‘Diverting play which 
should be at least moderately 
successful.’ 











‘Billy Draws a Horse’ was with- 


'drawn from the Playhouse where 


it played a week and one-half. Got 
little after critical notices. 





BILLY DRAWS A HORSE 

Opened Dec. 21, ’39. This Eng- 
lish comedy by Lesley Storm, 
produced in London as ‘Tony 
Draws a Horse,’ proved a poor 
play to bring Grace George back 
to the theatre. Atkinson (Times) 
stamped it ‘stale in idea, frail in 
composition.” Watts (Tribune) 
called it an ‘epic in fatuousness.’ 
Variety (Ibee) said “its chances 
are dubious.’ 








‘Steel,’ which was done in Green- 
wich Village, failed to light up last 
week. Played two weeks on a hit- 
and-run system. Amateur attraction. 











Wednesday, January 10, 1946 








ee 


New York Run of Tozer’: 
Will Have Grossed 6506; 
2-Season Tour Planned 


‘The Little Foxes,’ which 

tour early next month, will hee 
completed nearly a full year at the 
National, N. Y. Lillian Hellman 
drama = have rolled up a total 
gross of more than $650, i 
time. a oe 
Management figures on keep; 
the show on tour for two tull — 
sons, then taking it to England if 
conditions abroad permit by that 
time. If not, the play would prob- 
ably be done in summer stocks in 
the U. S., with Tallulah Bankhead 
sticking in the lead throughout, Al. 
though the actress has had numer. 
ous parts in America, ‘Foxes’ is her 
first outright success, so she’s figur. 
ing on capitalizing on it as long as 
possible, with the idea of becoming 
financially independent for life. She 
explains that she might have to 
wait years for another good part in 
such a boxoffice smash. 

Because of the plans for a long 
tour for ‘Foxes,’ Miss Hellman ig not 
making any film deals for the play, 
Authoress has a loose writing con- 
tract with Samuel Goldwyn and 
he’s regarded as having the inside 
track on a buy. If and when the 
drama is screened, Miss Bankhead 
is regarded as likely to repeat her 
stage role. She's also eyeing the 
part should the play be done via 
radio or television. 

Although few players in recent 
years have played in one role over 
several seasons, such practice was 
fairly usual some years ago, with 
certain actors becoming identified © 
with a single part. Among such 
cases were William Gillette (‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’), Fay Bainter (‘East 
Is West’), Mrs. Fiske (‘Vanity Fair’), 
Florence Reed (‘Shanghai Gesture’), 
Joseph Jefferson (Rip Van Winkle’), 
James O'Neill (‘Count of Monte 
Cristo’) and Frank Bacon (‘Light- 
nin’’). 


‘VAGABOND’ FOLDS 
AFTER 2-WEEK TRY 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 

‘Vagabond Hero’ folded here Satur- 
day night (6) at Nixon theatre, 
second time Shubert-sponsored musi- 
cal version of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac 
has started and stopped again. It was 
first tried out in 1936 following an 
original summer production three 
years before that by St. Louls Mu- 
nicipal Opera Co. 

Latest try was out only two weeks, 
playing Washington first and then 
Pittsburgh. It was roundly rapped 
in both spots and biz was brutal, 
show hitting a new all-time low for 
musicals here at the Nixon. Had 
been booked this week for Philadel- 
phia but that was cancelled and pro- 
duction hauled back to New York 
for keeps. Shubert associates said 
here that it’s extremely doubtful if 
producers will attempt any revisions. 

‘Hero’ was adapted from Rostand 
play by Charles O. Locke and had 
a score by late Samuel D. Pokrass, 
with additional music by Vernon 
Duke. -Locke staged show with 
George Houston, who had title role. 


New Philly Mayor Revives 
Stage Show Censor Board 


Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 

The Board of Theatre Control, dis- 
solved by Mayor George Connell last 
| fall, was revived Saturday (6) by 
|newly-inducted Mayor Robert E. 
Lamberton. Named to the group to 
supervise theatrical productions lo- 
cally are Henry Starr Richardson, 
Mrs. Sara K. Seltzer, and Mrs. 
George Gordon Meade. 

Board will have the last word on 
whether all stage shows are fit for 
Philadelphia theatregoers. The body 
{has no jurisdiction over films, which 
are judged by the Pennsylvania 
Board of Censors. 


Engagements 























Effie Shannon, ‘Juno 
Paycock.’ 

Frances Farmer, Lee Cobb, ‘The 
Fifth Column.’ 

Ruth Thane McDevitt, Zamah Cun- 
ningham, Ethel Intropodi, Joho 
_Adair, ‘Young Couple Wanted.’ 

Eve Arden, Richard Haydn, Betty 
| Hutton, Brenda Forbes, Keenan 
| Wynn, Robert Smith, Nadine Gae, 
| Eunice Healy, Tommy Wonder, Al- 
fred Drake, Frances Comstock, Wil- 
‘liam Archibald, Richard Smart, 
| Kathryn Kimber, Willard Gary, Ti 
McDonnell, ‘Two for the Show.’ 
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BROADWAY'S FALSE ALARM 


Ticket Agencies Claim Code Wrangle 
Hits Patronage; See Brokers’ Split 
Vote on Signing Cleared 
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Reports that independent managers planned withdrawing from the 


League of New York Theatres for 


various reasons livened the ticket 


situation early this week. Boris Said, who operates the St. James, 


which relights with Earl Carroll's 


‘Vanities’ Saturday (13), and the 


44th Street, where ‘John Henry’ opens tonight (Wednesday) has stated 
he would defer to Carroll, who seeks an agency buy. Buys are pro- 
hibited by the ticket code. Said, who bought in on ‘Henry,’ wants a 
similar agency deal for that show. 


If the buys are arranged, Equity 
its own ticket rules for non-memb 


might be placed on a spot. It has 
ers of the League and claims the 


t to order the actors to walk out if the ticket rules are evaded. 
Should Equity order a strike it would become involved with the stage- 
hands and musicians unions, whose people would be forced out of jobs. 
In show circles it is doubted if Equity would take such a step because 
disaffection among actors would surely ensue. Number of show people, 
too, have questioned a union’s right to figure in the ticket situation, 
contending that the actors’ association has gone beyond the curtain 


line. 
Four other theatre managers are 


mentioned planning the formation 


of their own ‘league,’ they operating the Empire, National, Beck and 
Alvin. Their reasons are not confined to reputed objection of the code’s 
restrictions, but the idea of ‘domination’ by the Shuberts through the 
latter’s operation of a majority of Broadway theatres. 


Max Gordon was the first producer to oppose the coce and declared 


an agency buy would have saved 


his ‘Very Warm For May,’ which 


closed Saturday (6). A Gordon partner is Marcus Heiman, head of the 


League. 





Boston Legit Biz Just Ain't: Specs, 


EWTW Film 


and Other Complaints 





7 


Show people -back in New York 
from Boston report generally un- 
satisfactory theatre conditions there, 
complaining about the bookings, 
‘ticket manipulation’ and the violent 
drop in business, among other 
things. Earlier in the season the 
Hub was rated the best key town 
outside of New York but it is ap- 

arently a doubtful stand currently. 

ere were four shows there last 
week but none is playing the New 
England metropolis this week. That 
may not be the fault of the book- 
ers, what with the decline in pro- 
duction plus hasty closings. 


Business following New Year’s 
dropped away off in many spots, in- 
eluding Broadway, but none hit the 
toboggan as did Boston. During the 
week grosses of $300 and less for 
a night were reported for three out 
of the four plays, and one with a 
star heading the cast drew $165 one 
evening. The shows are ‘Mamba’s 
Daughters,’ ‘John Henry,’ ‘Tonight 
We Dance’ (closed) and ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ with the first-named rated 
getting best money. ‘Mamba’ and 
‘Henry’ are colored shows, and al- 
though of different type, the con- 
flicting dates aroused criticism. 

Contention was made that the | 
showing of ‘Gone With the Wind’ in | 
two theatres there, as in New York, | 
with one having reserved seats, was | 

Teal reason for the legit decline. | 

Claimed further that the film will | 
affect stage shows in other stands, | 

t showmen refute that by point- | 
ing out the large drawing population 
of the Hub. Some feel that thea- | 
tre-goers are being alienated and 
blame that on the way tickets are | 
handled for three of the theatres. | 

_Colonial, operated by Erlan- | 
ger interests, is an exception, tickets 
being allotted all agencies in an 
agreement with the show's advance 
men. The Shuberts operate the 
aforementioned trio, Wilbur, Plym- 
uth and Shubert. 

_ Advance agents have been grum- 
ling over the absence of a Shu- 

t press department in Boston, 
which was dropped some time ago. 

fy also object to limitations of | 
advertising space in the dailies, the 
houses not sharing over a_ fixed 
amount, 

Revolt of Boston’s so-called in- 
“pendent ticket agencies, which 
went into court, charging monopoly 

Herrick’s, an agency declared to 
controlled by Shubert interests, 
ite their denial, broke open the 
ket situation. Herrick’s has been 





'phis again 


‘VIRTUE’S’ PRESS 


Or La Bennett’s Comedy of Errors 
‘Theft’ in 2 Acts 








Indianapolis, Jan. 9. 

Constance Bennett, here in ‘Easy 
Virtue’ at the English theatre, re- 
ported the theft of $1,500 worth of 
jewelry from her hotel room to po- 
lice Wednesday (3). She claimed 
that a ring, cigarette case and some 
trinkets were filched from a dresser 
in her hotel suite while she slept in 
an adjourning room. 

While local police were searching 
for the sparklers, police in Milwau- 
kee, where the play shifted, ques- 
tioned Miss Bennett regarding the 
robbery, and she denied that she had 
lost anything. 

The bluecoats are still trying to 
figure it out. 


LAST YEAR’S ‘SINNERS,’ 
LUNTS GET MEMPHIS 0K 


Memphis, Jan. 9. 

The Lunts have $5,000 worth of 
reasons for forgiving Memphis the 
slight its censor board flung last sea- 
son. Here for two performances in 
a single day last Saturday at Ellis 
Auditorium, their ‘Taming of the 
Shrew’ drew near capacity audi- 
ences for both. shows, grossing just 
under $5,000. 

Last spring Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne played ‘Idiot’s Delight’ and 
‘Amphitryon 38’ here, were subse- 
quently criticized by Col. Lloyd T. 
Binford, chairman of the Memphis 
censors. Colonel Binford said he 








‘didn’t see the shows, but understood | 
‘they were pretty hot stuff. Opined 


the Lunts would never play Mem- 
without submitting a 
script in advance to his blue pencil. 

When the pair returned last week, 
Mr. Lunt reported he had never 
heard one word about the matter di- 
rectly from Colonel Binford and that 
nobody had asked for a script on 
‘Shrew.’ Colonel Binford was con- 
spicuous by his absence from both 
local performances. The audiences 
did atonement for what local papers 
characterized as an insult to the 
Lunts, according team a number of 


'eurtain calls at each performance. 





Dinehart Revives Play 
Seattle, Jan. 9. 





source of complaint by visiting 
‘ ements since control of the’ 
Bency was secured by two women 
Sheurers, said to be kin of the! 
> ia Dissatisfaction is also ex- | 
a Ssed over the local management | 

the three Shubert theatres. 


‘Thanks for My Wife,’ comedy by 
Alan Dinehart, film player, opens at 
the Metropolitan here Jan. 17 for a 
week’s run. Dinehart and Glenda 
Farrell will take lead roles. 

Play was presented on the Coast 
two years ago. 


VARIETY 49 








EARLY HTS BUT 
REGENT FLOPS 


Season’s Outlook Bright in 
the Fall, But Perspective 
of Showmen Believed 
Distorted by First Suc- 
cesses — 16 Theatres Are 
Dark, With Little Relief 
Seen 


FEW NEWCOMERS 





People in show business are ask- 
ing each other what became of the 
season on Broadway. Early in the 
fall the outlook was so bright in the 
legit field that a house shortage was 
in sight and it was estimated that as 
many as 35 theatres would be lighted 
before this time. The peak was 27. 
Currently there are 22 shows, in- 
clusive of three new ones, as against 
25 the corresponding week last year. 

The perspective of showmen was 
shoved out of line by the entrance 
of early successes, added to the the- 
atre surge, especially through Oc- 
tober, that indicated the holdovers 
would continue indefinitely. Even- 
tual registering of failures was an- 
ticipated but the outlook still looked 
excellent until the mid-winter flop 
crop. The percentage of successes 
was perhaps abnormal, but then 
again the same holds true of the 
succession of recent failures, 

The result is that 16 theatres along 
Broadway are dark and that number 
is not likely to diminish, according 
to the present list of shows yet to 
come. It was figured that there 
would not be enough spots for the 
musical productions particularly but 
there seems to be little chance that 
such a condition will arise during 
the balance of the season. 


Some Due to Leave Soon 

Some of the shows still operating 
are due to leave scon and some de- 
sirable theatre properties will be 
minus tenants. Question is whether 
the rather skimpy incoming cards 
will balance the withdrawals. No 
newcomers during New Year’s week 
had the critics yawning. Three are 
on the current premiere card, same 
number carded next week. The to- 
tal listings for January are 11 ar- 
rivals. 

February has fewer premieres in 
sight, only five being listed so far 
and some of these are merely listed 
as possibilities. As the season’s 
climax is usually reached at Wash- 
ington’s Birthday (Feb. 22), unless 
there is more spring production ac- 

(Continued on page 50) 


LIGHTER ‘YOKEL’ PROD. 
PLANNED FOR TOURING 











|cal which closed at the Majestic, 
| N.Y., Saturday (6) after playing six 
| months, is expected to go on tour. 
A route is being arranged for the 
attraction as it is figured to be a 
natural for the road. Time offered 
for the show was rejected because 
|of several long jumps, which the 
|bookers claimed could not be 
| dodged. Expectations were to spot 
| ‘Yokel’ in Chicago but there is no 
spot available there at this time. 
As constituted, ‘Yokel’ is a five- 
car show and is regarded as too 
heavy for touring. Management is 
said to have deferred to the opin- 
ion of the staff that some of the pro- 
| duction is not necessary and could 
'be eliminated. That includes plat- 
forms used only at the first-act fin- 
ale. There are 100 people in the 
; company. 
| ‘Yokel’ was among the b.o. leaders 
|during the fall after a slow start. 
| Last week it pulled a comeback after 
| diving before Christmas, takings ad- 
|vancing from $11,000 to $19,000. 
| Latter mark was aided by a New 
Year’s eve performance at $5.50 
which grossed $7,000. Regular top 
was $3.30. 








Up This Wk. 





Season’s Squawks 


Holiday greeting card sans 
greetings, with the name of Lee 
Shubert affixed, read: ‘I have 
been in business a long time. I 
have been cussed and discussed, 
boycotted, talked about, lied to, 
hung up, held up, robbed. 

‘The only reason I stay in busi- 
ness now is to see what the hell 
will happen next,’ 


EQUITY SUNDAY 
WAGE; LOSES 


William A. Brady, vet campaign- 
er for Sunday shows in New York, 











The theatre ticket situation in 
New York in connection with the 


| code’s control system may be clari- 


fied this week. Although both sides 
declared they were standing pat late 
last week, it was indicated Monday 
(8) that some of the indie brokers 
of the Associated Theatre Ticket 
Agencies group were ready to sign 
with the League of New York Thea- 
tres. Spokesman, however, for 
ATTA, after a Friday (5) session, 
stated that all 23 agencies voted to 





| hold out. Concessions were reported 
(Offered them yesterday. 
| Representative brokers, which 


takes in those who have signed up, 
insist that the code restrictions are 
making it harder for the discrim- 
inating class of patron to attend the 
theatre. Included are those per- 
sons of wealth or high position who 
do not care what prices they pay if 
accommodated with tickets when 
they have the desire or opportunity 
to see shows. 


Some proponents of the code, es- 
pecially those on the Equity side of 





disputes Equity’s right to double pay | the ticket-control idea, have coun- 
for such performances in the case of ; tered with the argument that such 
his ‘Billy Draws a Horse,’ which | clientele be disregarded. Whether a 
closed at the Playhouse after New majority of managers subscribe to 
Year’s Eve (31) showing. Latter was , that contention or not, they accepted 
on the Sabbath. The amount in-| the new regulations, there being 
volved was $234, one-eight of a‘only a few dissenters. In former 
week’s additional pay to the play’s:12 | (Continued on page 50) 


players. Matter went to arbitration 
“VERY WARM’ MUSIC 











“Yokel Boy,’ the Lew Brown musi- | 


last week, with a- referee deceding 
in favor of Equity. 
Showman put up a novel argu- 
ment. He contended that as his i 
show played but 13 times and the RATED KERN’S BEST 
actors were paid for 16 perform- 
ances, they had received more than 
double pay for the final showing. He; Closing of the Jerome Kern-Oscar 
further argued that as the cast re- Hammerstein musical, ‘Very Warm 
ceived the required two weeks’ sal- For May,’ at the Alvin, N. Y., Sate 
aries and ‘Billy’ was a loser, the urday (6) night has been widely dis- 
management should be given an ex- | cussed in music publishing circles, 
ception on the double-pay rule. 

Cast believes that last-minute 
changes may have affected chances 
of the play, which drew an adverse 
press. They report that Major Ed- 
ward Bowes sat in during a run- 
through and suggested a number of 


situation deletions which were fol- 
lowed. 


OLIVIER-LEIGH-"ROMEO’ 








Lawrence Olivier and Vivien Leigh 
production of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
will probably open on the Coast in 
the spring and be toured east, ar- 
riving on Broadway early in the 
fall. Robert Ross, who will direct, 
| left for Hollywood last night (Tues- 
day) to confer with the stars regard- 
| ing details. 
| No one else is signed for the show, 





| but most of the casting will probably 
| be done in New York and rehearsals 
are tentatively planned for the Coast 
in March, but the whole program 
depends on Olivier’s and Miss Leigh’s 
film commitments. Olivier will be 
the producer. 


Lil Gish’s ‘Father’ Pact 
Has Sister Dot as Sub 


Lillian Gish’s termer for her ap- 
pearance in the road company of 
‘Life With Father’ is highly un- 
usual in that it permits her to sub- 
stitute her sister, Dorothy, in the 
role during the summer. Lillian at 
that time will go to the Coast to pro- 
duce a celluloid history of the film 
industry, which she is writing in co- 
operation with David Wark Grif- 

Taking the lead opposite Miss 
Gish in ‘Father’ will be Percy 
Waram. Tour opens at the Black- 








stone, Chicago, February 19. Dorothy | 


Gish was in ‘Morning’s at Seven,’ 
which closed at the Longacre, N. Y., 
Saturday (6) after 44 performances. 
fith. 





TO OPEN ON THE COAST 


| with a number of composers ex- 
pressing the opinion that the show 
| had the best of Kern’s scores. Max 
|'Gordon, who produced ‘May,’ had 
| banked on the show’s music to 
}elevate it into the hit class. Scores 
|of outstanding numbers’ accounted 
|for the ultimate success of Gordon’s 
| ‘Roberta’ and ‘The Cat and the Fid- 
| de” after dubious starts. Early this 
| week the showmen stated he re- 
| Sretted having taken ‘May’ off after 
learning of further praise for the 
score. 

‘May’ drew notices on the weak 
|side. Soon after the premiere the 
| players agreed to the manager’s sug- 
| gestion that they accept minimum 
Salaries plus a percentage to be pay- 
able according to the gross. If tak- 
lings reached $14,000 or more full 
salaries applied. Christmas week the 
' gross exceeded that figure. Last 
week’s takings were $11,000, but bet- 
ter money was in sight, and as the 
actors were willing to continue, the 
closing order came as a disappoint- 
ment back stage. 


Abbott-Costello to Quit 
‘Paris’ for Vaude Dates 








| Abbott and Costello, currently in 


‘The Streets of Paris,’ at the Broad- 
_hurst, N. Y., will stick with the 
show for the first three weeks of its 
projected tour, but will then leave 
for a string of vaude dates. Musical 
‘is slated to go on the road Feb. 3, 
playing two weeks in Philadelphia 
‘and a week in Washington before 
moving west. Comics will not do 
‘the Friday performances in Philly 
and Baltimore, returning to New 
, York those nights for their appear- 
|ances on the Kate Smith radio pro- 
| gram. 

Not yet decided whether the come- 
,dians will fill personals on subse- 
quént Fridays, but that may depend 
'on arzangements. William Morris 
| agency is handling the deal. 
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Plays Out of Town 





The Man Who Killed 


Lincoln 
Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 29. 


Drama in three acts (11 scenes) by Elmer 
Harris from the book by Philip Van Doren 


Stern; presented by Joseph M. Gaites; 
ataged by Felix Brentano; settings, Eugene 
Dunkel; at the Auditorium, Rochester, 
opening Dec. 29, '39; $3.30 top. 

John Wilkes Booth........ Richard Waring 
Lewis Paine...ccccece eer John Morny 
First Soldier....... eeee-Pendleton Harrison 
Second Soldier...... eeccccces Clancy Cooper 
GUIOOE..0 5040 ve0s00es eseee- Howard Ferguson 
DPOOTT 0.06.5 0:05 69000 eoccoeeeedohn L. Kearney 
Senator Talbot...... ececseess- Joseph Kramm 


First Congressman....eeeee.-Robert Pitkin 
Second Congressman..eeeeee- Willard Foster 
Henry Davis Somers........ William Jeffery 
DEEP. ccisercnevesde eeee-Horace McNally 





EUOIOD «04 9.6 0 868 06008 ecocccccece Lily Brent 
Davy Herold.....++- Sebeee eee eek Sam Byrd 
George Atzerodt. cccccccceccess Paul Varro 
John Surratt.....0. cocccecese Martin Blaine 
DM accecesss'o046 ecceoseeedOhn Kearney 
President Lincoln....eee.eee+-Charles Keane 
Mrs. Lincoln......0¢ eeccccccess Mary Dorne 
Major Rathbone..... Coeoreece Blaine Harris 
Miss Clara Harris.......- Gloria Washburn 
ly 1. ee TPE ETT ee William Hitch 
Casiand. ..2ccrccevevcesdeee Franc Bendtsen 
Ned Spangler...cccccececsess Clancy Cooper 
Lloyd Frank McCormack 
Samuel Cox....... eccccccces Whitford Kane 
NE 66 4:4:0640'¢ 040000 eoccccccce Billy Demont 
PRAMAS SONOS. 60 acccccccescesss Edwin Vail 
Col. Lafayette C. Baker...... Robert Pitkin 
Ldeut. Baker. ..ccccccccee Howard Ferguson 
Colonel Conger..... eecccecene William Hitch 
Willie Jett....... eecccececcccs Gene Francis 
NS er ecccccecccces Willard Foster 
Mrs. Garrett. ..cccccccecs $s enes Mary Dorne 
Lieut. Doherty...... L. Laurence Weber, Jr. 


Meith GUBSTOE os caceeesceene® Henry Hull, Jr. 
Sergeant Boston Corbett.Pendleton Harrison 





‘Man Who Killed Lincoln’ is a big 
expensive production packed with 
drama, attracts interest because it’s 
presenting an unpopular historical 
character as a hero and affords good 
publicity angles. It’s also likely to 
capitalize to some extent on the re- 
cently successful ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois,’ but generally it shows up 
as questionable boxoffice, with lack 
of names a factor. 


Story treats John Wilkes Booth, 
Lincoln’s assassin, in sympathetic 
manner, utilizing entire first act as 
something of prolog to motivate 
slaying. Actual shooting takes place 
before the audience early in second 
act and rest of play depicts incidents 
in the flight and Booth’s ultimate 
realization that instead of being a 


hero of the south, he is hated by the | 
whole country and hunted like a! warble of ‘Bonjour Goodbye’ and her | 


wild animal. 
ing tobacco barn is a fitting end of 
the tragedy. 


Chief crawback is that play lacks 
mounting action and suspense. It’s 
mainly a characterization and heavy 
tragedy all the way. ° 

Richard Waring, as Booth, has 
plenty of opportunity to stand out 
and does excellently, playing every 
inch of posing, ranting actor suffer- 
ing delusions of grandeur and won- 
dering if he has inherited insanity. 
Sam Byrd, as a boy who is Booth’s 
devoted aide, makes the most of 
pathos that goes with his own share 
in downfall of his hero. John Morny 
does good characterization as Lewis 
Paine, ex-Confederate soldier plot- 


ting to kill Stanton, Lincoln’s Secre-| where it was called ‘The Vagabond | 


tary of State, and Whitford Kane 
provides strong bit as a plantation 
owner. 


Play has cast of over 50 and is pre- 
sented in three acts and 11 scenes, 
Changes moved like 
clockwork opening night and some 
of action needing spreading. Doubt- | 
less will achieve that in subsequent | 


all different. 





presentations. Scenery and cos- | Short; —— by Pg" Koenig. At the 
tunes are authentic looking. Cord. oa yA ty a en 
‘ ‘Ss. OMORs ciccenest sone ola Roache 
Marion Whittaker...Mary Newnham-Davis 
Colonel Whittaker.......... Reginald Mason 
THE WHITE PLUME Hilda Whittaker.......scee0--.- Cora Smith 
Furber, lagged acrverens Henry Vincent 
: John Whittaker. .....0.... Richard Ainley 
Washington, Dec. 26. LARTER, 0 Sy cccccseccoens Constance Bennett 
Pe ag play in two acts (12 scenes), | Sarah Hurst.....cccccscesees Jeanne Dante 
ased on Edmund Rostand’s ‘Cyrano de | Charles Burleigh............-. James Craven 
Bergerac’; presented by the Shuberts; fea- | Philip Porden.......eee.. William Rochrick | 
tures George Houston, Ruby Mercer; music | Harris......--..sscceeess Harold de Becker ; 
by Samuel D. Pokrass and Vernon Duke; | Hugh Petworth............. Spencer Teakle 
adapted by Charles O. Locke; staged by | Nina Vansittart.......... Molly Ballantyne 
oe —. Watson Barratt; dances, | seated ery TTRT TTT TC James Truex 
Natalie camarova; costumes, Ernst BONEY PUPICY 0 ccccccceecseces Stanley Bell 
Schrappro; ~ "bade tas Washington, Byer _—— oes eeceeree Phillippa Bevans 
opening Dec. 26, ’39; .60 top. ZOCY COIR c.c1.060ceséee Lisbeth Webster 
WGP JOsSGD .... 6 cinssiscssae Donald Green | Mrs. Hurst..++.seeeseeeee Harriet Lorraine 
Comte de Guiche....cccccccs Joseph Holland | pe ht” epee Ethel Morrison 
Vicomte de Valvert.....ccoc- Cornell Wilde . 
Roxane...........+.++: $esnees Ruby Mercer Out of the trunk comes an oldie 
Ee Comtesse de Gulche....-..Zella Russet | Of Noel Coward's to serve as a plate 
Rellerose........ssesses2s..,,Barl McVeigh | 09 Which to serve up Constance Ben- 
Little Musketeer.....cccece Ray MacDonald | nett. wy? points uae fact that 
BA RUISNO 5 5:6 6055 cieasteccs ben Fred Harper | Coward doesn’t age well. This piece 
Baron Christian roe oseserss Eee ates | of the middle '20’s has lost its snap 
STNG... cosecscnece eeeo Ed Roecker | 2nd punch, and fails to hold atten- | 
Lackey...........ssececeeessHerbert Stark | tion sufficiently. 
Roxane's Duenna....... oo nena ee | Intended as a follow-up here for 
BOIS. DANCER. . 0250000060 alentina Litvinoff ' ‘ j ’ ; 
Marquis de Quizy........ Herbert Gubelman | bed A Dear geo bom rg with 
Marquis de “Brissaille........ Driscoll Wolfe | a1 a & is aes Bsc : SO Pi 
ONCHMEUTY. .crcccvececccccce .Truman Gaige | S! 10n, e 
syeane de Bergerac........ et aownen | play indicates that it will have diffi- 
BEOCGGIOT. 0. cccccceccccccos ‘red Sherman j i 
po  dabbebbge EE | culty in making the boxoffice grade; 
PP CCE BOET «0.5% naseves Edward Constantine ' : : -? 
Carbon de Castel Jaloux. .Robert Chisholm | pronounced in Ne bag “a ee ae 
ut ESOP ETE A ee ene er Nina ivette ed 1 ew York where its 
ag ec ceccveetoce fy fgg carer ed ; chances would be decidedly hazard- 
wean de Montespan...Kay Kingsley | 94s, Story of an American girl-of- 
iS. G6 COMED. csccevesde «--Earle McVeigh P F . : 
Mother Superior. ...sccccsecees Evelyn Case | the-world married into a staid Eng- 
SUMEE CIBIEs. ..cvcccacccev es ccene Betti Davis | lish family is told in much windy 
Sister Martha... .cscconeceses Kay Kingsley 





The Shuberts have taken the late 
Samuel D. Pokrass’ musical version 
of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ originally 
presented several summers ago by 
the St. Louis Muny Opera, and 
decked it out with new tunes, 
streamlined book, a cast of over 100 
and much lavish costumes and 
scenery. Presentation, both in style 
and magnitude, indicates the broth- 
ers are convinced they’ve got an- 


other ‘Student Prince’ or ‘Blossom | 


Time.’ They may have, but it'll be a 
Herculean task to distill it. 
Premiere, originally skedded for 


for polishing it ran nearly three 
hours and suffered from abundance 
of minor first-night troubles—the fall- 
ing leaves that didn’t fall, the stone 
chair Cyrano dragged across the 
stage with two fingers, et al. Skip- 
ping what will obviously be ironed 
out, what bothered customers most 
was fact that Edmund Rostand’s 
drama overpowered the music and 
the ballet. The wealth of lilting 
tunes and clever dancing scored on 
its own right, but too often managed 
only to be interruptions to the classic 
story. Apparently what needs to be 
done, besides a good deal of whit- 
tling, is proportionalizing the music 
to the story. 

The brightening done for Broad- 
way consumption—namely, Vernon 
Duke’s light numbers—achieves the 
curious effect of stretching toward 
the Hit Parade without letting go of 
classic literature. Ch...ges in plot 
are negligible. It’s still a tragedy, 
with Roxane discovering she loves 
him just as he dies. All the major 
dramatic moments are played not 
only straight, but spoken and busi- 
nessed according to the Cyrano tra- 
dition, with songs and dances usually 
worked in as sort of reprise or deco- 
ration. 

Pokrass’ best songs, more on the 
operatic side, include ‘My Nose,’ 
Cyrano’s description of his plight; 
‘Ballad of the Duel,’ in which Cyra- 
no sings instead of reciting the lines, 
| a romantic duet, ‘What My Lips Can 
| Never Say,’ and a beautiful balcony 
trio, sung by Cyrano, Roxane and 
Christian. Duke has at least three 
potential pop hits in ‘Shadow of 
Love,’ ‘I Cling to You’ and ‘Bonjour 
Goodbye,’ plus some neat ballet 
music. 

George Houston and Ruby Mercer 
are extremely effective both on dra- 
matic and vocal sides, Houston es- 
pecially deserving an additional bow. 
Joseph Holland makes a _ strong 
Comte de Guiche, one of the few 
principals not called upon for major 
singing asignments. 

‘The Dance of Waitresses,’ done in 
Ragueneau’s bakeshop, is biggest and 
best hoofing job. Nina Olivette’s 








His death in a burn-| burlesque ballroom dance with Louis | that some brokers have ‘merchan- 


Dimitri follows immediately as part 
of same number and is only thing 
that comes close to halting show. 
Maria Belita and V.Jentine Litvi- 
nov’s ballet solos are done with 
modernistic tinges that don’t quite 
get over in face of old-fashioned op- 
retta background, but they’re poten- 
tially strong. 

Entire cast is more than adequate, 
vocal and dancing choruses being at- 
tractive and capable throughout. 
Twelve scenes include six heavy 
major sets and some shallow ones 
tricked up eifectively. Costumes 
constitute a perpetual operetta fash- 
ion show. Craig. 

| (Closed in Pittsburgh Saturday (6) 





Hero.’) 


EASY VIRTUE 


Chicago, Jan. 8. 


Comedy revival in three acts by Noel 


association with Blackwell & Curtis; Con- 
stance Bennett starred; staged by Hassard 








| Smee and the woman’s exit at the 
| finale brings no highlight to a show 
‘which reached only a small peak at 
i the close of the second act when she 
tells off the family individually for 
_ boring her. 

Miss Bennett,: thinned down to 
pencil-size, works hard throughout 
; and comes up with a’ good session 
' during the second act explosion. She 
| has several wardrobe changes and 
makes an applause-getting entrance 
|in the last act when she suddenly 


(Continued on page 52) 


Christmas night, was shifted to Tues- | 
day (26), but even with extra day | 


Coward; presented by Aldrich & Myers in | 


Pierre Hotel, N. Y., Brings 
214 Million; Cost 18 Million 

Purchase of the Pierre hotel, New 
York, negotiated by William G. 
Skelly and Paul Getty, was for a 
| reported $2,500,000. Hotel was built 
at a cost of $18,000,000. 

A deal was on for a long time 
under which the Ritz-Carlton would 
'acquire the property and move up- 
{town from its present quarters at 
46th and Madison, latter to be 
turned into an office building. It 
was called off about six months ago. 








Ticket Agencies. 


Continued from page 49. 














seasons agency people with custo- 
mers who demanded service at the 
last moment could shop around and 
secure desired locations, but as the 
rules do not permit more than 75c 
to be charged over the boxoffice 
price, there is no incentive for the 
brokers to handle such requests. 
Fighting Customers 

As the agency people see it, the 
managers and Equity are fighting 
the customers rather than the bro- 
kers. They also say they are so 
hampered by rules and the limita- 
tion of ticket allotments that there 
is no enthusiasm for the ticket 
people to stimulate interest among 
their patrons to see shows which are 
rated below the standouts. All, in 
short, are of the opinion that the 
code tactics are those of attacking 
patronage instead of stimulating 
theatre-going. 

The drop in business following 
New Year’s seemed to support the 
claims of brokers that the rules are 
not working to the benefit of show 
business. It was indicated that the 
boxoffices were following instruc- 
tions when treasurers refused to ac- 
cept orders for additional tickets 
coming from agencies which had 
inot signed up. Brokers were an- 
noyed but there was no admitted 
complaint from the managerial end. 

The pinch among indie agencies 
who continue to decline to sign the 
code will come* when present allot- 
ments are consumed. Understood 





| dise’ for the balance of the month, 
especially for the leading shows, 
allotments having been arranged for 
prior to the code’s start. 
League Get-Together 
League’s board got together Fri- 

day (5) to consider reports of ‘ir- 
regularities’ which turned out to be 
erroneous. In light of the stand-pat 
attitude of ATTA members, it was 
decided to call the first session of 
the ‘enforcement authority’ yester- 
day (Tuesday), though no specific 
charges of violations were known 
to have been filed. ATTA people 
are hopeful that the enforcement 
| board will invite them to talk things 
over. It was thought thar when the 
league, co-sponsor with Equity of 
the code, conceded the formation of 
an advisory committee with broker 
representation that a solution to the 
situation had been found. The in- 
die agencies then exvressed skepti- 
cism that such an arrangement could 
work satisfactorily. They want the 
right to say why they think the code 
| of fair practices is not what is seems 
| to be. 


| 





' 








B’way False Start 


Continued from page 49 

















| tivity than anticipated, the 1939-40 | 
|period will be certain to run dis- | 
tinctly under last season’s total of | 
presentations. 
! Last winter the World’s Fair ex- 
| pectancy buoyed managers to bring 
| in shows during the spring. Some 
clicked and played through the sum- 
mer despite the b.o. disappointment 
that came after the Fair opened. 
H’wood-B’way Pact 

It is likely that had the situation 
between Broadway and Hollywood | 
been satisfactorily adjusted, more | 
production would have ensued. Only | 
one film firm (Warners) anticipated 
‘a healing of the breach and splurged | 
‘in legit producing. The others have, 
not evinced interest in the revised 
agreement, nor have the managers 
expressed an opinion on the ‘pact,’ 
indicating they don’t like it either. 

The dark houses: Alvin, Ambassa- 
dor, Biltmore, Mansfield, Fulton (not 
‘lighted this season), Longacre, Ma- 
jestic, Playhouse, Little (not lighted | 
this season), Belasco, Elliott, Golden, | 
Miller, Hudson and Hollywood. At} 
least another house to be on the dark 
list next week is the Martin Beck. 
Some of the above had but one or! 
two short-lived attractions, several | 
'operating for one week or less. A/| 
| few, however, will relight next week 
and thereafter. 

















* 





Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Bridgeport, Conn., will vie with Hartford when its Klein Memoria] th 
tre is ready. New house, upon which work started this fall, is desi on 
along the lines of the Bushnell Memorial theatre in the capita’ city Pa a 
ture will cost around $400,000, money having been bequeathed for the — 
pose by the late Jacob Klein, who was a prominent Bridgeport attorne = 

Stated that Klein willed his entire fortune for the memorial. Origi 
plans called for the building to include a 400-seat little theatre but the 
trustees eliminated that feature when it was discerned that not enou, , 
money would remain in the estate for maintenance. Theatre will be me 
for legit attractions when obtainable; also for pictures, interior being alon 
the lines of an auditorium. Local showmen say it will be opposition, yet . 
asset to the city. y7ct an 

Memorial will be located on Fairfield avenue. There appears to 
difference over operating costs, it being understood that presen 
indicate an operating deficit, but with rentals and admissions that 
will likely be revised. 





be sOme 
t figures 
estimate 





Pat Harrington, who made his legit debut in ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ in 
its final week at the Beck, N. Y., will probably tour with the show. He de. 
sired to withdraw so that he could continue appearances in Club 18, a 
Gotham night club, but has a run-of-the-play contract for ‘Ladies.’ Under. 
stood that the Gilbert Miller office auditioned several replacement candi. 
dates but they proved unsatisfactory. 

Another actor who planned to leave the current ‘Time of Your Life,’ at 
the Booth, agreed to stick. He is Gene Kelly, who plays the hoofer in the 
Saroyan play. Kelly was slated for ‘Two for the Show,’ an intimate revue 
being readied, and although he has a standard contract, with two-week 
notice clause, was persuaded to remain in ‘Time.’ ‘Two for the Show’. 
is slated for the Booth, Feb. 1. Not definite whether ‘Time’ will move to 
another house or tour. 





Sardi’s restaurant, N. Y., which in recent years has been a favored lunch. 
eon spot for the Times Square legit crowd, has this season been getting a 
heavy after-theatre play. Estimated it serves an average of around 1,500 
late-evening people a week, at a cash volume of about equal the luncheon 
business. Of course there’s more profit in the late trade, which includes 
a higher ratio of bar biz. 

Apparently there’s no particular reason for the increasing after-theatre 
patronage, except that Vincent Sardi has been making a point of remain- 
ing open later during the last two years. Restaurant was formerly mostly 
a luncheon spot, but a few seasons ago began to get a dinner play. Algon- 
quin hotel, two blocks east in 44th street, has also been getting a heavier 
dinner play the last couple of years and it recently added supper entertain- 
ment, which is likewise drawing after-theatre attendance. 





Saturday before Christmas Phil Loeb decided he would spend the holi. 
day with folks in Philadelphia and started for the station. On the way 
he met Abner Biberman, another actor, who was on the way to Trenton, 
there to pilot a new plane back to the Coast. Loeb accepted an invite to 
accompany him, but never reached Hollywood. 

Running into bad weather, Biberman grounded the plane at Bristol, 
Tenn., and there they remained four days, mostly talking about flying con- 
ditions. Loeb decided he didn’t have any more time to spend, as he started 
rehearsals with the Group Theatre in ‘Night Music’ so Biberman went 
on alone. 





Femme star of a musical now playing in the west has been doing every- 
thing possible to discredit the advance agent for the show, a veteran who 
is doing a cdrking good job. Player, in addition to writing letters to the 
New York office of the producer, kicking about the advance publicity 
and advertising, has hired herself a personal press agent (not a member of 
the Theaterical Managers and Agents) and has been endeavoring to un- 
dermine work of the regularly appointed advance man. Latter, however, 
is sitting tight, fortified by home office advices to pay no attention to the 
star’s outbursts, as his work is satisfactory to the bosses who pay his- 
weekly salary. 





It develops that plans had been made to send ‘The American Way’ on 
tour, and it was figured the patriotic spectacle drama could have easily 
toured the keys for three or four months. Plan was to remodel the get- 
tings, which were fashioned for the big stage at the Center, N. Y., and the 
estimated cost of that work was $21,000. 

‘Way’ was not sent out principally because Fredric March declined, 
stating at the time that he had film commitments. 





‘Kindred,’ the new Vincent Paul Carroll drama which opened and closed 
at the Elliott, N. Y., had a number of persons on the backing end. Ed- 
ward Choate and Arthur Shields presented the play, latter also being 
in the cast, as is Wallace Ford, who also is said to have put coin in the 
production. Also mentioned as interested are Aline MacMahon, also in 
the company, and Robert Goldstein, who is operating La Hiff’s Tavern. 





Wreckers dismantling a Philly midtown brewery last week discovered a 
theatre, hidden by the thick walls and vaults. The house was the old 
Concordia Hall, where legit and opera was played in the latter part of the 
last century. Yellowed programs and posters were discovered with the 
names of John Drew, Edwin Booth and other stage stars of the gaslight era. 





‘Mother’ Mary Elms, who peddles makeup and is a character around 
Broadway showshops, celebrated her 100th birthday last week. Before 
appearing uptown, she was a familiar figure to lower east side show people. 

Understood that a sister, who is a nun, is 106 years of age. Her mother 
died when she was 104. 





John Tuerk is company manager for ‘Two on an Island,’ which opens 
Thursday (11) in New Haven. He was formerly with William A. Brady 
in a similar capacity but for several seasons was with Bushar and Tuerk, 
producers. Upon the opening in Chicago of "Abe Lincoln in Illir dis,’ Ar- 
thur Levy, who with John Pollock agented the show, returned to New 
York. He is slated to be assigned to another Playwrights road show. 





William Herz, who expects to turn Broadway producer shortly with ‘The 
Strangler Fig,’ mystery meller by Edith Meiser, radio scripter, is only a 
youngster, having graduated from Carnegie Tech drama school in Pitts- 
burgh just three years ago. After getting his diploma, he hooked up with 
Orson Welles’ Mercury Theatre and served as casting director one season 
for that organization. Last year he played a minor role in Welles’ ill- 
fated production of ‘Five Kings.’ 





‘Road’ Bucks Snow 
For 11G in Columbus 


Columbus, O., Jan. 9. 


Bucking heaviest snows and cold- 
est weather in four years, “Tobacco 


Shows in Rehearsal 





‘The Fifth Column’—Theatre Guild. 
‘Night Music’—Group Theatre. 


‘Young Man With a Horn’—Vinton | Road’ (John Barton) last week 
Freedley. played eight out of nine perform, 
‘Life With Father’ (road)—Oscar | ances at the Hartman theatre to S 
Serlin. Grosses recorded here by six pre- 
‘Two for the Show’—Gertrude| vious ‘Road’ companies were shat 


tered, and at lowest top yet, $1.50. 
Estimate for Last Week 


Macy, Stanley Gilkey. 
‘Young Couple Wanted’—Jerome 





Mayer. s1400"°S Road,’ Hartman ih 
: 00). ensational wee akin- 
‘Juno and the Paycock’ (revival)— | petter thar $11.0 ine perform: 
Choate and Shields. ances. ee 
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(hi's 16-Cylinder Holiday Season 


Gives Scandals’ MG, Dinner’ 20146 





Chicago, Jan. 9. 


season of the decade con- 
age bang-up fashion, with the 
Jegit shows drawing their best busi- 
ness in years aroun this town. Four 
shows filled the loop’s theatres last 
week, and currently the press of 
trade brings about the utilization of 
Auditorium, while in February 
Blackstone reverts to the com- 
mercial theatre with the road com- 
y of ‘Life with Father.’ For the 
Peat few years the house has been 
used by the WPA. 

Great Northern, which was also 
a WPA spot and in which the Fed- 
eral Theatre's ‘Swing Mikado’ ran 
for six capacity months, relights on 
Sunday (14) with another Gilbert 
and Sullivan swingeroo, this time 
under professional auspices. Pre- 
sented by Bo Herbert will be “Pina- 


‘fore’ in rhythm, with an_all-colored 


cast directed by Victor Sutherland. 


Sunday night (7) ‘Hot Mikado’ 
Bd: a conlpone stay in the Audi- 
torium despite previous runs here 
of ‘Swing Mikado’ on legit and pic- 
ture house stages. Opening in op- 
position was Constance Bennett in 
revival of ‘Easy Virtue,’ replacing 
John Barrymore in ‘My Dear Chil- 
dren’ at the Selwyn. Last night 
(Monday) ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois 
started what will evidently be a 
smash run in the Grand, replacing 
Edward Everett Horton in ‘Spring- 
time for Henry.’ 

‘New Year’s week was big business 

for ‘Scandals,’ which turned in a 
$10,000 New Year’s Eve gross on 
two shows, ‘Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ which is practically a sell-out, 
and ‘My Dear Children’ which sky- 
rocketed on final week in Chicago. 
‘Henry’ was only exception, show 
having slumped since moving from 
next-door Erlanger. Horton show 
moved to Detroit on regular road 
tour, while the Barrymore comedy 
moved eastward on way to New 
York. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Harris 
(2d week) (1,000; $2.75). Virtual ca- 
acity for this entry which smashed 
ome on New Year’s week to excel- 
lent $20,500 for 10 performances. 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (34th 
and final week) (1,000; $2.75). 
Finally got out of town on Saturday 
(6) though there was no real need 
for the exit and show indicated ex- 
ceptional staying power. Replaced 
by another Aldrich and Myers show 


immediately. Finished to remark- 
ably fine $15,000. 
‘Scandals,’ Erlanger (2d week) 


(1,400; $3.30 and $4.40). Went to 
$4.49 for New Year’s Eve show and 
turned ’em away. With that as a 
starter, wound up a smash session to 
nearly $30,000. Slated for a four or 
five-week stay. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Grand (8th 
and final week) (1,300; $2.75). Could 
have done without the last two 
weeks which dropped after six fine 
weeks in the next door Erlanger. 
Managed $8,500 for closing session, 
and headed on road tour with a 
number of one-niters in the schedule. 


LINCOLN’ CAN’T LICK 
~ DETROIT CRIX, $5,000 


Detroit, Jan. 9. 


With critics here doubtful if any 
lay about John Wilkes Booth could 
e successful and called tedious, ‘The 
Man Who Killed Lincoln,’ got a poor 
holiday at the Cass. Critics didn’t 
think it. would fit the mood of New 

ars cerebrants and, after doing a 
consistently good b.o., the only legit 
nouse here skidded down with this 





However, there are no extensive 
ues, for biz has been up and ad- 
vance went strong on Edward Ever- 
ett Horton’s ‘Springtime for Henry,’ 
which opened Sunday night (7). 


Estimate for Last Week 


aa Who Killed Lincoln,’ Cass 
00; $2.75). Dropped way down 
to a poor $5,000. 


‘Abe’ Forte $18,000 
Despite Cincy Cold 


bl 








Cincinnati, Jan. 9. 

at pobacco Road,’ with John Barton 

$1.65 top, is at the Cox this week. 

Urs will be sans legit next week. 

ward Everett Horton in ‘Spring- 

- for Henry’ starts a week’s en- 
sement Jan. 21 at $2.75 top. 
Estimate for Last Week 


e 
a3 Lincoln in Hlinois, Taft 2,500; 
.* Four night performances and 
avertenatinees. Big advance sale 
seve ed serious interference from 
ion re cold spell. Saturday afternoon 
to $a sellout, 


ne : ° ° 
Performances in Louisville. 





$1-Top NG in Buffalo; 
. ‘Kiss Boys’ Bad 4G 


Buffalo, Jan. 9. 


This town demonstrated definitely 
last week that it is not interested in 
$1-top road companies, 

Brock Pemberton’s ‘Kiss the Boys 
Good-bye’ tourer oT only a lit- 
tle over $4,000, bad for a full week’s 
engagement at the Erlanger. 


‘John Henry’ $4,000, 
‘Mamba’ 836, Boston; 
Blackout This Week 








Boston, Jan. 9. 
Four close-outs Saturday (6)—‘To- 
bacco Road’ (7 weeks), ‘Mamba’s 


Daughter,’ ‘Tonight We Dance’ and 
‘John Henry’ ‘(2 weeks each)—left 
nothing on the local boards this 
week, 

‘Two en an Island,’ new Elmer 
Rice Play; opens next Monday (15) 
at the Wilbur, and ‘Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen,’ with Helen Hayes and Philip 
Merivale, skedded for the Colonial 
Jan. 22. Cornelia Otis Skinner is 
dated for Feb. 19, and on the tenta- 
tive list are ‘Young Man with a 
Horn,’ with Burgess Meredith, and 
the new untitled musical by Gladys 
Hurlburt, Richard Rodgers and Lo- 
renz Hart. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Shubert (2d 
week) (1,590; $2.75)—About $8,500 


for final frame. 

‘Tobacco * Plymouth (7th 
week) (1,480; $1.65)—Had very suc- 
cessful run here, crossing the finish 
line with $7,000. ; 

‘Tonight We Dance,’ Wilbur (2d 
week) (1,227; $2.75)—Pale takings all 
the way, winding up with $7,500 for 
the way, winding up with $4,000 for 
final stanza. 

‘John Henry,’ Colonial (2d week) 
(1,643; $3.30 \—Got tepid response, but 
show benefited from revisions while 
here. Closed with $4,000. 


‘ANGEL’ SLOW 136, L. A.; 








Los Angeles, Jan. 9. 

Two legits bowed out (6). ‘I Mar- 
ried an . dipped plenty in the 
red at the Biltmore, where it wound 
up two weeks’ sojourn, while Char- 
lotte Greenwood closed at El Capi- 
tan in ‘She Couldn’t Say No’ after 
three weeks, last stanza to okay 
trade. 

Sole survivor for couple of days 
is Federal Music Project’s ‘The Vaga- 
bond King,’ now in third week at 
Hollywood Playhouse. Biltmore re- 
lights (10) with four days (six per- 
formances) of Maurice Evans in 
‘Hamlet,’ who jumped direct from 
New York to fill the local booking. 
Katharine Cornell, with Francis 
Lederer, opens at Biltmore (15) in 
‘No Time for Comedy.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

*‘ Married an Angel,’ Biltmore (1.- 
656; $3.30) (2d week). Extra New 
Year’s Eve (Sunday) performance 
helped slightly, but week’s take of 
around $13,000 not very encourag- 


ing. 
‘She Couldn’t Say No,’ El Capitan, 


for satisfactory $13,000. 

‘Vagabond King,’ Playhouse, Hol- 
lywood (1,130; $1.65) (2d week). 
Business not very hot over holidays, 
and second stanza geared to around 
$2,100 


Mikado’ Hot $19,000 
In Icy Cleveland 


Cleveland, Jan. 9. 
Bill Robinson’s ‘Hot Mikado’ 
steamed the Hanna’s New Year 
week up to a sizzling point, getting 
its ears only mildly nipped by a 
cold-snap that froze up most of the 
other theatres. 








shores this semester, it was given a 
warm welcome by critics. Trade 
slipped a bit in midweek, but bol- 
stered by sell-outs on two New 
Year’s Eve performances. Robin- 
son’s opera garnered excellent 
$19,000. ; 
Hanna’s line-up for next six weeks 
is no less promising. Current ‘Man 
Who Killed Lincoln’ being succeeded 
Jan. 15 by Barrymore’s ‘My Dear 
Children’; Jan. 21, ‘Tobacco Road’; 
and Constance Bennett’s ‘Easy Vir- 
tue’ is virtually dated in for Jan. 29. 


Estimate for Last Week 





8,000 for the week, counting two | nine corking, 
}ances that nailed $19,000. 


and $3 on New Year’s Eve). Only 


Wound up with close | about $3,000 less than capacity for 


well liked perform- 


EVANS, CORNELL DUE: 


Hollywood (1,560; $2.50) (3d week). | | 
New Year’s Day helped final stanza | b.o. high for current season in 7-day | week) (C-1,214; $3.30). 





| 


‘Hot Mikado,’ Hanna (1,435; $2.50 | 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES 











‘Vagabond Hero’ Sour 
$3,000 in Pittsburgh 


: Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 

Vagabond Hero,’ musical version 
of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ hit new all- 
time legit low for tune shows here. 
Opened on New Year’s night to 
practically nothing and after the 
raps came out next day in news- 
papers, attraction’s goose was cooked 
and merely staggered through re- 
mainder of stay. 

Things better currently, however, 
John Barrymore’s ‘My Dear Chil- 
dren’ getting off to a big advance 
and giving every promise of sock 
session. Show previously grabbed 
lot of space locally when couple of 
Pittsburgh reviewers caught piece 
in Chicago this summer and came 
back to lyricize on Barrymore cir- 
cus. ‘Three After Three’ comes in 
Monday (15), with ‘Yokel Boy’ likely 
to follow. Nothing set for 29th yet, 
with ‘Tobacco Road’ coming back for 
*steenth visit Feb. 5. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Vagabond Hero,’ Nixon (2,100; 
$2.75). No soap for musical version 
of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ Shubert 
flop hitting new all-time low for 
tune shows here. Didn’t even reach 
$3,000 mark, more brutal than ap- 
pears on surface inasmuch as _ it 
played during holiday week. Gen- 
erally panned. 


THREE LAZY 








Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 

Philly has simmered down to a 
one-show town again and there isn’t 
much prospect of any immediate 
pick-up. ‘Mamba’s Daughters’ bowed 
in at the Forrest last night for a 
two weeks’ stay with rather favor- 
able prospects, although the extreme 
cold weather and snow has held 
down the advance sale since the 
Forrest is a little off the main stem. 

Next week, ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye’ returns to the Locust to play 
a limited engagement at $1 top. If 
the idea clicks as it did last year 
with ‘The Women,’ the booking will 
be indefinitely extended as the Lo- 
cust has no other shows listed. 

Ernest Hemingway’s 
Column,’ previously skedded for the 
Forrest on the 22nd won’t come in 
until the 29th, leaving one week dark 
for the house. 


date isn’t absolutely set so far. 


end of February and ‘No Time for 
Comedy’ is now mentioned definitely 
for March 4 at the Forrest. ‘Yokel 
Boy’ and a one week’s return of 
‘Philadelphia Story’ are winter book- 
ings. The Erlanger hasn’t a thing 
to report. 

Philly didn’t take as keenly to 
‘Three After Three’ as to the For- 
rest’s previous musical bookings, 
such as ‘Leave It to Me’ and ‘Du- 
Barry.’ First week naturally caught 
its share of the holiday crowds, but 
last week biz skidded to a pale 
$15,000. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Three After Three,’ Forrest (1,800; 
| $3.42) (2d and final week). Slid to 





«-|an uninspiring $15,000. 


— It’ $24,000 In 





Shivering St. Louis 





St. Louis, Jan. 9. 
‘Leave It to Me’ registered a new 


156 IN PHILLY 


‘The Fifth | 


‘Streets of Paris’ will | ; 
probably follow ‘Column’ although! playing one week and a half. 


‘The Little Foxes’ comes along the | (5th week) (M-1,375:; $4.40). 





| 


Post-Holiday Reaction on B'way, 
But DuBarry’ $32,000, ‘Girls’ 266, 
‘Hellz’ $25,000; Straight Leaders Big 





Broadway witnessed a much more, 
severe reaction after New Year’s| 
than was anticipated. The holiday 
matinees were clean-ups, and then 
came the slump. While business for 
the better shows perked up later in 
the week, attendance at the _ in- 
betweeners faded so much that a} 
number dropped off the list. 


There were good grosses here and : 
there, but only three attractions 
maintained a smashing pace—‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ ‘Life 
With Father’ and ‘Du Barry Was a 
Lady.’ 

‘Du Barry,’ the newest musical, 
went to $32,000 and took Broadway 
leadership by a considerable margin, 
with the aid of an extra perform- 
ance. ‘Too Many Girls’ was quoted 
at $26,000 and ‘Hellzapoppin’ $25,000, 
both sticking to eight performances. 
‘Streets of Paris’ slipped to $17,000. 
‘Yokel Boy’ got more because of a 
New Year’s eve performance, but 


lin; written by James Thurber and 
Elliott Nugent; highly regarded out 
of town; opened Tuesday. 

‘The Philadelpi.ca Story,’ Shubert 
(40th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Went 
off more than some others; explain- 
able because of long run; over 
$12,000 quoted in eight times. 

‘The World We Make,’ Guild (7th 
week) (D-914; $3.30). Has been 
plugged plenty, but attendance still 
has not climbed; $7,000. 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Booth (11th 
week) (D-704; $3.30). Eased off, with 
takings quoted around $9,000; another 
attraction slated for house at end of 
month; will move or tour. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (317th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Quoted over 
$6,000; better than average for run 
leader, which played New Year‘s eve. 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial (11th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Highly rated 
musical played eight times; dipped 
from previous pace, but turned in 





closed at the Majestic. List lost an- 
other musical, ‘Very Warm for May’ 
going off at the Alvin. 

‘Dinner’ ana ‘Father’ held to eight 
performances, and both played to 
standees throughout the week, as 
previously, grossing $20,500 and $19,- 
000, respectively. ‘Skylark,’ which 
has been well up in the money right 
along, got nearly $15,000, but gave an 
extra matinee. ‘Key Largo’: and 
‘Margin for Error’ felt the decline, 
but with $13,000 and $12,006, respec- 
tively, turned in profitable state- 
ments, 

There are three entrants this week, 
starting with ‘The Male Animal,’ a 
laugh show that emanates from the 
Coast, as does ‘Vanities,’ jumping 
from Frisco. The third premiere is 
‘John Henry,’ with a cast virtually 
all colored. 

Other closings: ‘Kindred,’ Elliott; 
‘Farm of Three Echoes,’ Cort; ‘Billy 
Draws a Horse,’ Playhouse; ‘Morn- 
ings at Seven,’ Longacre; ‘Ladies and 
Gentlemen,’ Cort (this week). Due 
next week: ‘The Man Who Killed 
Lincoln,’ Longacre: ‘Juno and the 
Paycock,’ Mansfield, and _ possibly 
‘Caribbean Cruise,’ Daly’s 63d Street. 


Estimates for Last Week 





Was withdrawn Sunday (31) after 
‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ 46th Street 
Played 
nine performances; starting with sell- 
out on New Years afternoon, soared 
to $34,000, which again placed new 
musical at top of list. 

‘Farm of Three Echoes,’ Cort. ! 
Taken off last Saturday; got moder- 
ate coin for time, but last week’s de- 
cline finished engagement; played six 


weeks. | 
‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(68th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Held | 


to eight performances and regis- | 
tered strong gross of $25,000; fine | 
considering the general midweek sag. | 

‘John Henry,’ 44th Street (M-1,473; | 
$3.30). Presented by Sam Byrd and | 
Fred Mitchell; written by Roark} 
Bradford, with music by Jacques’ 
Wolf; opens tonight. 

‘Key Largo,’ Barrymore (6th 
week) (D-1,096; $3.30). One of the 
better shows that was nipped in the! 
post-holiday dive; no extra matinee; | 
around $13,000, which was okay on! 
operation; should do better. 

‘Kindred,’ Elliott. 
the going last Saturday after playing | 
two slim weeks. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Beck (12th | 
Final and 


very satisfactory $26,000. 

‘When We Are Married,’ Lyceum 
| (2d week) (C-1,005; $2.75). Using va- 
;rious cut rates and ‘service charge 
| passes’; estimated under $4,000, but 
intention is to stay. 

‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic. Closed Sat- 
urday after playing 26 weeks; New 
Year’s eve performance helped to 
$19,000 gross; slated for road. 

‘Very Warm for May,’ Alvin .Taken 
off Saturday, also after playing eight 
weeks, ; 

Vanities,’ St. James (R-1,520; $3.30). 
Presented by Earl Carroll; dialog and 
lyrics by Dorcas Cochran; music by 
Charles Rosoff; opens Saturday (13). 


ADDED 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (110th 
week) (R-961; $1.65). Extra matinee 
New Year’s; gross rated over $8,000; 
plenty for intimate revue at low 
admission scale. 

‘Steel,’ Provincetown Playhouse. 
Amateur group withdrew after poor 
two weeks. 

‘Folies Bergere,’ Broadway. Clif- 
ford Fisher vaudeville revue; twice 
nightly, with second show drawing 
very well. 

















‘Billy Draws a Horse,’ Playhouse. | 


Dropped out of | 


‘MALE ANIMAL’ FINE 
$9,600 IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Jan. 9. 

Fullsome month of legit bookings 
here has return visit of ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye,’ in at Ford’s current- 
ly with Helen Hayes and Philip 
Merivale in ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ 
and the Lunts in ‘The Taming of the 
Shrew,’ slated to follow in order at 
the same house. Some fairish re- 
sponse to Pemberton opus and 
plenty of advance interest indicating 
bullish doings for others. 

‘The Male Animal,’ Herman 
Shumlin’s latest effort by James 
Thurben and Elliott Nugent with the 
latter also heading the cast, met 
with critical raves and a pleasing 
b.o. at the indie booked Maryland 
last week. ‘Outward Bound,’ in as 
the third of six promised productions 
under the American Theatre Society 
and Theatre Guild subscription sea- 
son at Ford’s, held up in equally 
good style, 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Outward Bound,’ Ford’s (1,900; 
$2.78). Helped by  A.T.S.-Guild 
subscription and holiday visitors to 
pleasing $8,900. Has been done here 





istand at American theatre, this burg’s | 13th week; successful over a moder- | before professionally and by little 


| sole 


| Opening 
|Year’s eve, 
|to $4.40 for highest of season. 


legiter, ending Saturday 


when price was hiked 
Sub- 


heavy snows, couldn’t discourage the 
| natives. 
!'ment at the Swank Chase Club, west- 
end nitery, throughout the engage- 


All daily rags helped the cause 
| with swell features stories and pics 


Estimate for Last Week 





| $3.30). 


season. 


LeGallienne $8,500, Port. 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 9. 
Eva Le Gallienne was a topnotch 
attraction at the Mayfair for three 
|days and one matinee Jan. 4-6. She 
presented two plays on the different 











Sophie Tucker’s engage- | 


ment of the piece, probably kept lots | 
|of customers away from the theatre. 


| 
} 


| 
| 


'on Miss Tucker and Victor Moore. | be 


was moved up to New, should clean up; $11,000 estimated. 


‘Life With Father,’ 
week) (C-1,096; $3.30). 


Empire (9th 
Again kept | 


}zero weather on two nights and sub | within the eight-performance sched- 532; $2.22). 
freezing temperature on others, plus; ule, and again with standees at all' edy opening here where ‘Life With 


performances topped $19,000. 

‘Man Who Came te Dinner,’ Music 
Box (12th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
No extra matinee last week; standees | 
at all times; gross topped $20,500. 

‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (10th | 
week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Eased off, 
but has been doing well and should | 


stayer; last week approached 
| $1 ,000 in nine times. 
‘Mornings at Seven,’ Longacre. 


! 





| ‘Leave It to Me,’ American (1,707; Closed jast Saturday after playing | 
Garnered a wow $24,000 for’ six weeks. y itiaitied 
One of the few nine performances to put it in the. 
tune-shows to reach Lake Erie’s icy | lead as best coin maker of current week) (C-1,434: $1.10). 


‘See My Lawyer,’ Adeiphi (15th 
Got around 
$8,000; gave eight performances, but 
had advantage of New Year’s eve! 
when scale was boosted. | 

‘Skylark,’ Morosco (12in week) 
(C-961; $3.30). Rated close to! 


(6).| ate period; goes to road, where it! theatre groups, but good newspaper 


reaction to strength of present cast 
added interest. 

‘The Male Animal,’ Maryland (1,- 
Highly promising com- 


Father’ preemed prior to smash on 
Broadway, attracted much favorable 
comment from crix and okay $9,600; 





Indpls. Likes Names; 
Connie Bennett $5,000 


; meonsotlis, Jan. 9. 

Legit at the English is taking a 
breathing spell until Feb. 8, when 
Helen Hayes is due for three night 
performances and matinee in ‘Ladies 
and Gentlemen.’ Hause has had 
heaviest winter sked in years, but 
natives haven't been turning out as 
anticipated. Plays with names are 





$15,000; played extra performance; | heavily attended, while those which 


affected middle of week but spurted 


strongly. 
‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (29th | 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Another) 


four weeks remain; going on road, 
Feb. 3; business around $17,000, okay. 


— Master Builder’ and Hedda | ‘The Little Foxes,’ National (47ih 
| Gabler. | week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Also leav- 
Estimate for Last Week 'ing for road Feb. 3; long tour 
Mayfair (varker-Evergreen) (1,-- mapped, including next season: 
500: 85-$2.75).°. Eva Le Gallienne and around $9,000 in nine times; under 
‘road unit in ‘Master Builder’ and expectations. 
‘Hedda Gabler” for three days only ‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (C-1,064; 


| practically a sellout at $8,500. 


have been only mildly heralded suf- 
fer at the box office. 


Estimate for Last Week 

‘Easy Virtue,’ English (1,500; $2,75). 
Connie Bennett in cast brought out 
the shekels, since play was unknown 
here, to garner a fair $5,000 for three 
night performances and _ matinee, 
starting New Year’s Day. Take 
would have been more, but icy roads 
kept the out-of-town customers at 
home. Legit always draws plenty 


| $3.30). qresented by Herman Shum- from nearby towns here, 
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Crawford New ANG Prez | 
Successor to the late American | 


Add: ‘Who, Us? 


Vancouver, B. C. 
Himie Koshevoy, city editor | 
' of The Daily Province here, | 
earned a few laughs when he | 
columnized: | 
‘This book is so good that it | 
has been translated into 16 lan- | 
guages and Varietv. 


Broun as president of the American 
Newspaper Guild is Kenneth Craw- 
ford, Washington correspondent of 
the New York Post and The Nation. 
One of 14 candidates for the post, 13 
withdrew in favor of Crawford, who | 
will be inducted at a meeting of the 
Guild’s international exec board Feb. 
3 in New York. 


General expectation was that the 
post of prez of the ANG, left vacant 
by Broun’s death, would remain un-' Jan. 27 at the Park Lane hotel, New 
filled until the annual ANG conven-' York, at which time an award of 
tion in June, when it would be made $100 will be made for the most dis- 
a full-time, paid job. Reports that tinguished book published in the past 
‘certain reactionary’ elements were year by a southern author on a sub- 
seeking to grab the top post in the ject dealing with life in the south. 
interim, however, is said to have led; Luncheons were originated by the 
to the election of Crawford. | late _— a = and age aid 

Same forces which prevailed upon 48ent, and continued since in her, 
Crawford to accept the nomination |™emory. Awards committee is = 
for prez of the ANG are reputedly | up of a number - ee aes ana. | 
already talking to him to take the blers, including Blanche Colton Wil- | 
post as a regular job after June, | Liams, Burton Rascoe, Joseph Wood 
They regard him as certain of elec- Krutch, George Stevens and Vernon 
tion if he consents to run then., Loggins. 

Rank and file of the ANG is in 
virtual agreement that the pres- Pearson-Allen’s Comic Strip 
idency of the organization will have| Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen, 
to be a full-time, paid job. It’s felt, who column the syndicated ‘Wash- | 
that no one is willing to give the ington-Merry-Go-Round, are the 
office the time and effort that Broun | creators of a new daily comic strip, | 
did. Latter was not paid. Precedent , with a Washington correspondent as‘ 
for the step is the fact that all na-' the principal character, which will | 
tiona: labor organizations, even those | make its bow around Feb. 1. Strip, 
of much smaller size, pay their chief | to be called ‘Hap Hazard,’ after the’ 
officer for a full-time job. name of the character, is to be’ 

New York Newspaper Guild in-' handled by United Feature Syndi- 
ducted its newly-elected officers last cate. Jack Sparling is doing the 
night (Tuesday) at the annual meet- ! drawing. 
ing of the organization, when plans} Unusual feature of the strip is that 
for organizing the N. Y. Sun, Times; names and pictures of real persons 
and Herald Tribune were discussed. | will be used for background indi- 
Three papers are the only ones not viduals. 
as yet pacted by the Guild in the 
metropolis, and plans have been on Atlas Heads Albany Scribes 
for some time for a militant drive; ponjamin J. Atlas, Syracuse Her- 


to get the trio in line. | ald-Journal, has been elected presi- 

At the induction meeting, Carl} ' +l 
Randau, of the World-Telegram, was | dent of the New York State Legisla 
re-seated as prez. He recently won 


| tive Correspondents Assn.. He suc- | 
in a contest over Oliver Pilat. of | ceeds Joseph H. Schmalacker, of the | 
the Post. ae 

















Brooklyn Eagle. 

Qther officers chosen are: John | 
Mooney, Albany Knickerbocker | 
News, Warren Moscow, N.Y. Times, 
William Tyler, Associated Press, | 
v.p.s; George W. Herrick, N.Y. Tele- | 
graph, secretary; Raymond I. Borst, | 
Buffalo, treasurer James C. Hag- |} 





$350,000 Bid for B’klyn Eagle 
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 99: 
years old this year, will be sold at 
a bankruptcy auction in federal 
court, Brooklyn, Monday (15) with 
the highest and only bidder to date 


, publications. 
‘ton, S. C. Three sons survive. 


being present publisher Frank D. 
Schroth, who has offered $350,000 for 
the paper’s assets, subject to a lien 
on the machinery and equipment. 
Spirited opposition at the sale, how- | 
ever, is expected from S. I. New- | 
house, publisher of a chain of subur- 
ban papers, and Generoso Pope, Ital- 
ian newspaper publisher. Both are 
reported to be in the market for the 
Eagle. Associated with Schroth is I. 
W. Killam, a rep of the Mersey 
Paper Co. of Canada, 

_ The paper has been in court since 
last April, when it filed a petition 
for arrangement under the Chandler 
Brankruptcy Act. Unable to reach 
an agreement with its creditors, it 
was adjudged bankrupt by referee | 
Wilmot L. Morehouse two months | 
ago. Claims against the paper have | 
risen from $2,000,000 at the time! 





$4,000,000. 





Stanley Walker Resigns 

Stanley Walker, editor of the Phil- 
adelphia Evening Ledger since April, 
resigned on Saturday (6), on the 
heels of a shakeup of the paper’s 
staff. Walker, who came, to the 
Ledger from the New York Herald 
Trib’s editorial-writing staff, left 
Philly immediately and could not be 
reached for comment. It was re- 
ported that he was in disagreement 
over proposals made by Colonel Guy 
Vishniski, economy expert, hired by 
owner Cary W. Bok, who revamped 
the staff. 

John J. McLaughlin, managing edi- 
tor, also resigned. He was replaced 
by Edwin H. Pollock, sports. editor. 
George W. Kearney, president of the 
paper, was named to succeed Walker. 


Haydie Yates, woman's editor, also 75° 


ierty, N.Y. Times, is one of the di- | 


rectors. 





Strike Fund Contribution 

Reading Times unit, American 
Newspaper Guild, voted a $25 New 
Year’s cash gift to the Chicago guild 
strike fund, together with an extra 
assessment of one dollar per mem- 
ber per month for an _ indefinite 
period. This is in addition to the 
regular assessment on all members | 
paid since early last year. 

The chapter re-elected President | 
E. M. Schoffstall and all other | 
officers for 1940. ; 








NEW PERIODICALS 
True Pictorial Stories, Macfadden 
mag, edited by Harold Hersey, publi- 
cation in N. Y. Hersey until recent- | 
ly edited a number of similar pubs 





the petition was filed to more than hae moarey SNOeneeee. 


French Digest, which will reprint 
each month in English the best 
things from French newspapers, 
mags and books, makes its initial | 
appearance this month. Publication | 
offices are in New York. Louis 
Chapard and Katherine Woods are | 
the editors. 





LITERATI OBITS 
Amasa Walker, 68, departmental 





|editor for the book-publishing firm | 


|}of Longmans, Green, died Dec. 27 in 
‘New York. 

| William J. Pattison, 69, former 
‘publisher of the N. Y. Post, died 
| Dec. 27 in Clark’s Summit, Pa., of a 
‘heart attack. After leaving the Post 
'he became general manager of the 
Scranton (Pa.) Republican, and in 
{1925 helped found the Scranton Sun, 


Dec. 26 in a Utica (N. Y.) hospital 
of complications following a tooth 
extraction. 

P. B. Haber, former publisher of 


| the Fond du Lac (Wis.) Daily Com- 


monwealth, died in that city Jan. 
2 after a long illness. Ee disposed 
of the paper upon his retirement in 


| 1926. 


Augustus Davisson, 82, dean of 
Georgia weekly newspapermen, 
died last week in Augusta infirmary 
after brief illness. He was editor of 
Columbia News, published at 
Greensboro, and had been connected 
with Augusta Chronicle, Augusta 
Herald, Macon Telegraph, Uncle 
Remus Magazine and Tom Watson 
Burial was in Charles- 


Louis F. May, for 28 years a mem- 
ber of the St. Louis Pos*-Dispatch 
editorial staff, died from peritonitis 
following an operation for a per- 
forated gastric ulcer. May, who was 
53, worked on the Rocky Mountain 
News, Denver,. before coming to St. 
Louis. He also worked on the old 
St. Louis Republic and the Chicago 
Inter-Ocean. He was_ telegraph 
editor at the time of his death, but 
also has served as assistant city 
editor. His widow and two daugh- 
ters survive. 

Louis Francis Stoll, 50, v.p. and a 
director of the McGraw-Hill Pub- 
lishing Co., died Friday (5) in New 
York. He was with the Class Jour- 
nal Co. of Philadelphia before join- 
ing McGraw-Hill, where he had 
charge of the firm’s transportation 
publications. 

Louis A. Springer, 79, a member 
of the editorial staff of the N. Y. 
Sun since 1903, died Saturday (6) in 
Brookline, Mass. Beginning his 
newspaper career on the Wichita 
(Kan.) Eagle, he worked for the 
Kansas City Journal, Associated 
Press and United Press before join- 
ing the N. Y. Sun. 

Meyer Gillis, 74, a founder of the 
N. Y. Jewish Daily Forward, and 
an exec of the Yiddish-language 


daily since, died Friday (5) in that | 


city. Besides his work on the paper 
he was active in Jewish affairs. 





CHATTER 

Roy E. Larsens are parents of a 
new son. He’s the prez of Time. 

Robert McDonough has sold an ar- 
ticle on radio to ‘Commonweal.’ 

Walden Book Co. has signed a pact 
with the Book and Magazine Guild. 

Adela Rogers St. Johns will have 
a new novel out soon, ‘Root of All 
Evil.’ 

Following the lead of other scrib- 
blers of rep, I. A. R. Wylie has writ- 
ten her autobiog. 

The New Feature Publications 


,Corp. getting started in New York 


with Prize Comics. 
Howard A. Moulton, of the Boston 


Boston Newspaper Club. 

Nelson Hayes off for Jamaica and ' 
thereabouts, maybe to pick up some 
background for a new book. | 


C. B. Engleke of the United Press | si 


sailed on the Santa Rosa to take up 
his post at Caracas, Venezuela. 
James Hilton and Frederick Haz- 
litt Brennan taking time out from 
their picture work to write novels. 
Margaret Mayorga has_ edited: 
‘The Best One-Act Plays of 1939,’ 
which Dodd, Mead brings out Feb. 7. 





A new southern publishing house, 
Twentieth Century Press, is bringing 
out Sidney Kobre’s ‘Background the | 
News.’ | 

W. H. Fawcett, head of the mags 


- Wednesday, January 10, 1949 
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EASY VIRTUE 


arrives at a party in a highly deco- 

|rative and flashy evening gown, 

: Viola Roache as the mother-in- 
law turns in a sterling performance 
while Reginald Mason finds the sym- 

athetic and fat role of father-in- 
law a joy. Richard Ainley is ,the 

' weakling husband and does a believ- 
able job. 

| Short’s direction makes the most 
of the few opportunities presented 

_by the script. Koenig’s single set- 

‘ting is good in providing a side 
stairway for Miss Bennett’s last act 
entrance in addition to a center door 
for the initial act-entrance, but the 

‘setting itself fails to convey Eng- 

|lish ancestral home in any oo 

Oo . 


| Eight -O’Clock Tuesday 


Cleveland, Jan. 5. 


Mystery melodrama .in three acts by 
Robert Wallsten and Mignon G. Eberhart, 
based on latter's novel, ‘Fair Warning,’ 
staged by Frederic McConnell and pre- 
senses at Cleveland Play House, Dec. 20, 
, 1929, 


| Cast: Ruth Feather, Sara Luce, Rolf 
Engelhardt, Noel Lesife, Katherine Cast, 
Kirk Willis, George Roberts, William 
Phillips, N. S. Elderkin, Jr., K. Elmo 
Lowe, Thomas Gluvna. 


| A neat Priestley-Wilder twist in 
' turning back the clock is the novelt 
, that freshens up this new woodunit 
‘which Robert Wallsten adapted from 
|Mignon G. Eberhart’s novel ‘Fair 
Warning. Former, a pro actor- 
author who was in Ruth Chatterton’s 
‘Tonight We Dance,’ and the novelist 
| get together more satisfactorily than 
;most teams collabing for first time. 
_Murder of an old curmudgeon itself 
'is rather ordinary, but there is more 
‘depth and reality of character than 
usual in dissection of case. 
Authors take liberties with time 
and place, mixing past with present 
|as astute police inspector makes sus- 
; pects act out their alibis. It becomes 
/ another game of ‘Truth,’ with every- 














Plays Out of Town 


re Continued ffom page 50 





body unintentionally exposing th 
real sections or pointin eir 
killer. po & finger towarg 
ile suspense is good, holdi 

identity until the epilog which in 
form of a motion picture the play 
needs some tightening up. Emphasis 
on character and repititious retro. 
speoeve methods have a bad habit of 
slowing tempo too much. Comedy ig 
also rather weak, depending upon 
such stock hoke figures as a thick. 
headed cop who always wears his 
hat, and the customary fluttery dame 
who is perpetually frightened. Th 
nevertheless, are minor objections 
since play has many strong, unique 

ints that are as persuasive as per. 
ormances in general by Play 
House’s repertory cast. 

Most startling feature is its victim, 
who probably is the most restless 
corpse ever seen on a stage. He's g 
tyrannical, sadistic and rich a, k 
found with a knife in his heart while 
the library clock is striking 8 p.m, 
one Tuesday night. Detective Wait 
happens to be one of these psycho. 
analytical modern dicks who claims 
he can solve any case if given an 
ante-murder glimpse into lives of 
eight relatives and neighbors who 
hated him. As they dramatize their 


guy jumps up and also goes through 
motions of what was doing before 
being daggered. He’s up and down 
all night. 

These nastics are tempered b 
the way the sleuth finesseg the tru 
out of the crowd. There's also the 
wife who cordially disliked her mur. 
dered mate, his boozing brother-in- 
law who tried to borrow Py | from 
him to buy his way out of a shotgun 
wedding, his embittered old-maid 
sister, his wife’s old lover, a hair- 
brained mother, and several other 
murder types for good character 
studies. 


of comedy, of which there isn’t quite 
enough, play’s commercial possibili- 
— are worth a favorable ee 








LOUISVILLE 


(Continued from page 10) 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) 
and ‘Two Thoroughbreds’ (RKO), 
with help of extra early morning 


;showings on Friday-Saturday (29- 
| 30), and with plenty of kid trade | 


‘during week, accounted for very 
good $8,500 and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Mr. Williams’ (Col) and 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). Indications are 
for fair $2,800. Last week, ‘Charlie 
McCarthy’ (U) and “Big Guy’ (U) on 
second week pulled fair biz consid- 
ering inclement weather and traffic 
factors to good $3,500. 








‘Snow Helps Denver; 


ene elected the new head of the| ‘Wives’ Best, $11,000 


Denver, Jan. 9. 

Heavy snow hurt on Friday, but 
helped the week-end by keeping 
folks in town. ‘Four Wives’ at the 
Denver collecting top coin this ses- 

on. : 

H.o. of ‘Gulliver’ forte. ‘Hunch- 
back’*at $9,000, ditto. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) — 
‘Swanee’ (20th). After a week at 
the Denver, still doing a fair $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Everything Happens’ 
(20th), after a week at the Denver, 
also fair $3,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Mexican 
Spitfire’ (RKO), after a week at the 
Orpheum. All right $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. 


| He retired from active work 10 years. 


published under his name, is in New , Kildare’ (M-G), after two weeks at 
| York for a series of conferences with the Orpheum, turned in a fair $2,000. 
company execs. onan a aro 25-35- 

The Memphis Commercial Appeal — Gulliver’ (Par wk). Fine 
celebrated its 100th anniversary last | — 8 ee, Men? big $14,500. 
week with publication of a 328-page a ox) (2,525; 25-35-40 )— 





¢ ‘Four Wives’ (WB). Bi 11,000. 
centennial edition. |; Last week, ‘Swanee’ (oth), nice 
Prize of $1,000 in the Red Badge $11,000. 


Detective Story Contest won by| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
David Keith with his whodunit, ‘A |= Hunchback’ (RKO). Handsome 
Matter of Iodine.’ $9,000. Last week, ‘Hardy Son’ 

Dale Harrison, who columned on | (M-G) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO) 
New York for AP for many years, | were strong St $12,000. 


r b Pa ; -40 )— 
|to syndicate his column himself ‘20,000 Mon’ (Oth ent ete . 


resigned to be replaced by ‘Ruth, Oliver Scott Morris, 54, city editor 


Howell. 
Joel Sayre, columnist, quit as soon 


as he heard of Walker's leaving. : 


William S. Price was retired as treas- 
urer. His place was taken by D. I. 
Sensenig, assistant treasurer. 





Lait Prefers N. Y. Mirror Post 

Jack Lait, with the elevation of 
J. D. Gortatowsky to the general 
management of Hearst newspapers, 
was offered the general editorial di- 
rection of the Hearst chain. How- 
ever, as editor of the New York Mir- 
ror, Lait decided he’d prefer to di- 
rect the destinies of that tabloid. 

Lait is just. back from the Coast 
where he went to cover the Rose 


Bowl game and take a brief vaca- jin Carmel. 


tion. 





Southern Authors Award 
Eighth Elisabeth Marbury South- 





of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer for | 
10 years until two years’ ago, died 
Dec. 29 of a heart attack in that 
city. 

Almond Griffin, 72, vet Michigan 
editor, died in Detroit Dec. 28 of 
pnuemonia. Born in New York, he 
was a school teacher before becom- 
ing a newspaperman, 
‘him to an editorship on the Grand 
Rapids Herald, Jackson Citizen- 
Patriot and finally The Michigan In- 
vestor. 
and six grandchildren. 

Ida M. Blake, publisher of the Put- 
nam County (Carmel, N. Y.) Re- 
publican since 1880, and its editor 
‘for the past nine years, died Dec. 29 
Paper was founded by 
her father in 1858. 

Mrs. Raymond C. E. Pryde, 43, 
who, as ‘L. S. P.,’ reviewed plays and 
musical events for the Jamestown , 








which took, 


Starting next week. 

Virgil Markham, son of Edwin 
‘Markham, the poet, and himself a 
scribbler, has taken a bride, the 
‘former Kathleen Hardy. 

Benjamin J. Atlas, of the Syracuse 
| (N.Y.) Herald Journal, elected the 
new prez of the egislative Corre- 
spondents Association in Albany. 

Jerome Weidman, whose books are 
published by Simon & Schuster, has 


joined that firm’s editorial staff as 
aide to Max Schuster. 
He leaves his widow, a son, | 


Ernest. Hemingway due in New 


| York from Florida at the end of the 


month.” He'll bring a new novel 
with him, understood to be another 
story with a Spanish war back- 
ground. 

Joseph Henry Jackson, book erick 
of the San Francisco Chronicle, and 
Scott Newhall, of the same paper, 
collabing on a book which will show 
in text and pictures the makings of 


ern Authors luncheon will take place | (N. Y.) Post from 1931 to 1935, died a newspaper story. 


' dent’ (U). Last 
week, ‘Cisco Kid’ th) and ‘Call 
Messenger’ (U) were fine at $5,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Every- 
_thing Happens’ (20th), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and’ 
Heroes in Blue’ (Mono). So-so 
; $1,800. Last week, ‘Housekeeper' 
(UA), after a week at each the Den- 
/ver and Aladdin, and ‘Man Mont- 
real’ (U), nice $2,000. 


“Tae Om $5,000. 





‘Housekeeper’ Warm 
$4,400 in Icy Lincoln 


Lincoln, Jan. 9. 
_ ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ plowed 
into sub-zero weather, and with mats 
strongest, went after good money, 

and ‘Four Wives’ rated a holdover. 
Lincoln, after spending some 
$20,000 in remodeling, is about ready 
to rejoin first runners, having been 
shuttered for fixing since early De- 
cember. Unknown at present what 
policy it will have, but is being gen- 
‘erally guessed for A-time. Has 1,600 


Destry’ Riding Toward 
Solid $12,000, Balto. 


Baltimore, Jan. 9. 
Expected dip all around after bull- 
ish -holiday week and its resulting 
h.o.’s. Better than rest of down- 
town pack is ‘Destry Rides Again,’ 
new entry at Keith’s, and second 
session of ‘Hunchback of Notre 
Dame,’ at combo Hipp. Latter hold- 
ing in strong style after eclipsing & 
previous house record set by ‘Snow 
White.’ ‘Raffles’ only other new 
entry besides ‘Destry,’ not faring 8 
well at Loew’s Century. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40) —‘Raffles’ (UA). Not catching 
on with mild $6,000 at most. Last 





week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) attracted 
some biz, $14,400. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 


15 - 25 - 35 - 40-55-66) — ‘Hunchback 
¢RKO)- (2d wk), plus h.o. of vaude 
featuring Tito Guizar. Maintaining 
very healthy pace to possible $13, 
after hanging up a house record at 
$21,200 on first sesh. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) —‘Destry’ (U). Off to 
strong opening and headed for solid 
$12,000. Last week, second of ‘Gul- 
liver’ (Par) added steady $6,800 to 
strong initial round at $11,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Swanee River’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Dropping off some at $4,700 after 
pleasing first session to $6,300. Good 
figures in this house of limited ca- 
pacity. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Four Wives’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Started third round Sat. (6). Big- 
ger doings on second sesh than first 
indicate a possible total of $23,000 
for the entire three week’s stay. 


seats, as against present J. H. Cooper 
acer, the Nebraska, which has only 


"Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (NTI - Noble - Monroe) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Prison Break (WB) 
and ‘Kansas Terrors’ (Rep) split 
with ‘Last Express’ (U) ari ‘Arizona 
Kid’ (Rep). -so $800. Last week, 
‘Death Rides Range’ (Colony) and 
‘Lady and Mob’ (Col) s lit wi 
‘Yukon Flight’ (Crit) and ‘Heroes 
in Blue’ (Mono) fairly good $875. 

Liberty (NTI - Noble - Federer) 
(1,000; 10-25-35) — ‘Four Wives 
(WB) (2d wk.). Held over after 
$3,000 initial week. H.o. will likely 
go to $2,900, swell. ; 

Nebraska (LTC - Cooper) (1,236; 
10-25-40} — ‘Housekeeper’ (UA). 
Very nice $4,400 for nine days. 
week, p> peal (Par), a house filler, 
$4,100, good. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 
25-35)—‘High School’ (20th). mf 
three days. finishing tonight (9). 
Good $1,800. ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) state 
tomorrow (10). Last week, ‘Tha 
Right’ (RKO) very nifty $4,250. ) 

Varsity (NTI - Noble -. Federer 
(1,100; 10-20-25) — ‘Music in, hi 
Heart’ (Col) and ‘Flight Midnigy 
(Col). Average $1,900. Last ) sea 
‘Dr. X’ (WB’ and ‘Money Bu 
(Rep) not bad, $2,500. 








whereabouts at that hour, the dead a 


With some cutting and smartening . 
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Broadway 


Charles Hunt managing Cort. 

Lee Shubert serammed to Florida. 

Hazel Flynn is laid up with sinus 
and grippe. 

Jack Robbins away for rest, Doc- 
jor’s orders. 

Bill Norton and Jerry White sport- 
qng ear muffs. 

Riene Belasco Gest okay after 
eyelid operation. 

James treuse a with ‘Hamlet,’ 

i to Coast. 

ieddie Darling to Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla., for the winter. 

Ed Smith, veteran theatre opera- 
stor, in from the Coast. ‘ 

Jimmy Bed _ New Year's 

bed wl , 

Wicente Ames has joined the Coral 
Gables, Fla. News Bureau. — 

Maurice Schwartz to Miami to re- 

rate from his recent illness. 

4 L. Van Slyke out of the hos- 

ital and reported doing nicely. 

Pat Duggan handling his play 
agency from a jury box this week. 

Boxing writers holding dinner 
Thursday (11) at Ruppert’s tap 


repli Rodgers, Metro’s general sales 
mgr., in Florida for two or three 





Ks. 
Charlie Pettijohn, of the Hays of- 
fice, off for the legislative front im 
Washington. . 

Nancy Kelly, 20th-Fox star, in the 
east for New Year’s, left Monday 
(8) for the Coast. : ; 

Frank Richardson, now in the oil 
business in San Antonio, on Broad- 
way for a short spell. ; 

Frieda Weissman, sec to Dick Mea- 
land, Paramount's eastern story edi- 
tor, down with pneumonia. ; 

Percy Burton in from London with 
injured leg, received when he walked 
into fire plug during blackout. 

John Mock, story editor in London 
for Paramount until the war, left for 
the Coast by auto Saturday (6). 

Music Hall threw a New Year's 
Eve party for its employees, fol- 
ad by egg-nog the next day. 

1 1 Connors, Metro division sales 
manager at the home office, is plan- 
ning on a Florida trip early in Feb- 
ruary. 


the band biz after four years to go | 
into wholesale jewelry trade. 
Gene Buck is staying close to the | 
bedside of his mother, 76, who broke | 
her hip in a fali Christmas night. 
Fifi Ae 
wow ‘Marseill 
French veterans showed u 
Bowery. 


turn here, 


and son of Chester Brown, owner of | infringement of English liquor laws. | 


Latin theatre, married 
Schonhofen. 
Dean Murphy will be off to the 


President’s Ball in Washington to 


to Mary 


p at the over 

George Kelly and Charley Adler, | r 
of split Yacht Club Boys, set for | America. 
Dempsey’s Vanderbilt, Miami, after her in the ‘Black and Blue’ revue. 


| 
Bill Brown, 20th-Fox booker here, | and ‘400’ bottle clubs fined $500 for | 


| 


give, among others, his impersona- | 


tion of the President. 

Ethel Shutta brought both of her 
sons in with her during her holiday 
date at the Commodore, where she is 
held through tomorrow night 
(Thursday ). 

Pura Reyes, of the London Bar, 
hurried over to dance two shows 
with Raul at the Hotel Statler when 
Eve Reyes was ill. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Charlie Spivak, trumpeter, visit- 
|ing parents here. 


Al Putz, M-G office manager, va- 
cationing in New Orleans. 





Minneapolis Symphony Jan. 12-13. 


back from Montreal with a bride. 
Marion Loysten, of Warner 
Brothers, now Mrs. Vincent Marx. 
Film bowling league jn full swing. 
Leo Morgan in from New York to 
stage Tommy Dorsey show at the 
Orpheum. 


CHATTER 








VARIETY 








London | 


English pantomimes are tabooing | 





did an impromptu and all_war songs. 
aise’ when a party of | 


Jack Hylton is first band to go. 
to entertain the troops in 
France. 

Frances Day planning trip to. 
Renee Houston replacing | 





shove off for a vacation in Mexico at 
the end of the month. 

Lou Epstein around beating the 
drums for Clifford C. Fischer’s 
‘Folies Parisienne’ unit. 

Al DeRosa and Tasso Harris, late | 
of Ina Ray Hutton’s stag orch, have | 
joined Red Norvo’s outfit. 

Johnny Long winding up second 
month at Chatterbox and engage- | 
ment’s still on the upbeat. 

Marge Nelson has joined Nat Na- | 








Errol Flynn to Florida for siesta. 

Zorina back to work after illness. 

James R. Grainger to New Orleans. 

Mitzi Haynes’ divorced Dave 
Gould. 

John Stone on four-week tour of 


exico. ; 
William Wellman recovering from 


Company operating the Embassy zarro, Jr., on the road in the vaude arthritis. 


Entire Holborn Empire orchestra, 
with exception of the leader, has | 
been let out. New show has Syd | 
Seymour and band. 

Michael Todd here to discuss deal 
with Archie Menzies, author of ‘The 
Astonished Ostrich, for America. 
David Marks is agenting. 

Leslie A. Macdonnell objects to re- 
port that the Fosters booked the 
Nesbitt Bros. into the London Hip- 
podrome show, ‘Black Velvet.’ He 
claims he has the boys under exclu- 
sive contract. 

Before Robert Morley _ starts 
Gabriel Pascal - Bernard Shaw’s 
‘Major Barbara’ he’s doing film for 
Grand National (British) based on 
the life of Leslie Stuart. 
mond directing. 


permanently set for Bradbury- 





Monte Carlo Ballet Russe with | 


Sylvan Leff, Universal salesman, | 


Pratt’s new nitery, Rector’s. Teddy 
| Joyce wields the stick at the Kit- 
Kat, also operated by BP. 





Paris 


By Joseph C. Ravotto 





Jean Renoir off to Italy. 

Jeannie Aster to Rome for pic. 

|_ Chatelet reopened with ‘Nina 
' Rosa.’ 

| Bal Tabarin can-can girls off for 
tour of Italy. 





exchange among | Irvin Marks thinking of returning 


Local Warner 
— in first week of Grad Sears’ | to the states. 
rive. 


Allen Clatworthy, M-G salesman, 


recovering from illness that kept him | 


confined to his home. 


Jay MacFarland, National Screen | 


branch manager, attending business ! 


conference in Chicago. 





New Radio City unit going up at 
48th street and Sixth avenue has 


been christened U. S. Rubber Co. | 


Harold Lyons, 20th-Fox salesman, 
back from Hamilton, Ont., reporting 
improvement in father’s health. 


Paulette Darty, cafe singer of pre- 
‘war days, is dead. 

Jean Tissier and Suzy Prim latest 
in long line of pic actors going into 
vaud. 

The Varietes unshuttered with 
‘Revue Nouvelle,’ featuring Saint 
,Granier, Jean Rieux and Lee Dick- 
son. 

Racine 
| Versailles (14) with performance of 


tricentenary observed at 


Jack Jackson and his band are} 


unit, ‘Wake Up and Cheer.’ 

Doris Dudley’s two children in 
town with her and they've taken an | 
apartment in the Schenley. 

Ray Bauduc, with Bob Crosby, | 
passing out autographed drum sticks 
in. shape of little wooden cocktail , 
mixers. H 





Transcontinental 


Ls Continued from page 25 











| Springs, Abilene, San Angelo, Ver- 
non, Wichita Falls, Sherman, Paris, 
| Texarkana, Waco, Temple, Austin 
and San Antonio. Network accounts 
as of today are Anheuser-Busch 


Jack Ray- | three quarter-hours weekly; Texas | 


| Electric Service, half hour; Consoli- 
| dated Drugs, 24 quarter-hours week- 
ily; Sears-Roebuck, five quarter- 
hours; Bulova, spots; International 
Shoe, quarter hour: Ford Motor, six 
five-minute spots; Custodian Toile- 
tries, an hour, and Republic Pic- 
tures, a quarter hour. 

Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager, is due in this section in about 
a week to go over the situation with 
Roosevelt and the remaining and 
old members of the Texas State Net- 
work, with which Mutual fs affili- 
ated. ; 
| Salvage Efforts Ge On 


| Situation on the Transcontinental 
| Broadcasting System front has been 
fairly uneventful during the past 
‘week. Elliott Roosevelt is out as 
president but there’s $70.000 of his 
| Still mixed up in the project. Jack 
Adams, TBS chairman, has retained 
,the law firm of Breed, Abbott & 
‘Morgan, to help straighten out the 
‘network's financial future and nego- 
tiations have been resumed with the 





Richard Greene back to work after 
week of flu. 

James A. FitzPatrick to Honolulu 
on vacation. 

- Three Stooges off on three-month 
personals tour. 

Mickey Rooney to Miami for two- 
week vacation. 

Fred Hendrickson recovering from 
| appendectomy. 
| Dalies Frantz opens national con- 
| cert tour Feb. 1. 
| Virginia Gilmore recovering from 
. throat operation. 
| Claire Trevor left hospital to re- 
| cuperate at home. 

Jane Withers to Indianapolis to 
_Open personal tour. 
| Frank Morgan out of hospital to 
| recuperate at home. 

Gordon Schaefer severely burned 
| by blazing film at Republic. 

| Steve Fisher checked out at Para- 
mount to write a mag serial. 

| Joe McEthinney to Singapore to 
| take over the 20th-Fox branch. 

| Lewis Howard completed a volume 
of short stories titled ‘Portraits.’ 

| James Cagney returning from his 
| Martha’s Vineyard vacation Jan. 30. 
; Sam Hellman recalled from Broad- 
| wey vacation to resume work at 20th- 
| Fox. 

| Frank Jenks booked for 12-week 
| eastern tour opening in Boston next 
month. 

Joe E. Brown checked out of hos- 
pital with his back still in a cast as 
a result of auto spill. 

Carroll Peacock back from vaca- 
tion to start his 22d year as Par 
branch manager in Los Angeles. 

Robert Ryan granted leave of 
absence from Paramount to play in 
Max Reinhardt’s stage show, ‘Too 
Many Husbands.’ 

Richard Macaulay and Jerry Wald 
compiling year book based on 10 
best pictures, as companion to Burns 
Mantle’s 10 best plays. 

Jack Joyce, who handled the Lip- 
pizan horses in Winfield Sheehan’s 




















-. { ; “ae _| picture, ‘Florian,’ at Metro, is 
Building. ‘ Herb MacIntyre, RKO drive cap- ‘his play, ‘Andromaque,’ at the Mont- New York division of Blackett | launching his own unit in a hookup 
. James H. MacFarland doing ad-) ti, here with Walter Branson, his | pensier. Sample-Hummert with a view Of) with the Craft shows. 
es every on ‘Stars Look | predecessor, to address sales meet-| Censors changed title of French getting its business support in the 
aang oe film soon due for re- ing. pic, ‘Deserteur’ te ‘Je ae event a satisfactory financial setup 
ease in U.S. —— | | (I Will Wait for You’), Leoni O- j i ° 
Lucille Ball, vacationing in New! ae yale og oe for the proposed station St. Louis 
York, due to plane back to the Coast | ‘C’Etait I’'Histoire de Rire’ has re- . , 
over the weekend. Has no pictures | New Haven 'placed ‘Florence’ at the Madeleine, The B-S-H office last week re- By Sam X. Herst 
° definitely set. | with cast including Fernand Gravet, Peated its statement of the previous 
1 os meneeet ss the Para- | By Hareld M. Bone 'Alice Cocea, Andre Luguet and week that it is = interested in| Raya Garbousova, cellist, will be 
mount, anc aine Conheim, non- | Pierre Renoir. | working out something with Trans- | guest soloist with St. Louis symph 
4 ate pve Sngpesese their wedding Forest theatre is latest nabe to un-| Anglo-American pressmen held continental but that it must first be | orch (11-12). ; 
) "Fecnes eae > due back at the | furl hereabouts. annual banquet at Hotel Palais convinced that the project will have | Harold Bassage, director of the St. 
y , a ee oe in i El Rice's ‘T On an Islana’ @ Orsay, with Harry Pilcer and cogicient financial stability to carry | Louis School of the Theatre, to wed 
W .. YS cwctek a Ge ees uemienes nd Shubert * 11. Robert of the Bal Tabarin organiz- on for a year. The network was | Anne Walker Oliver, a native. 
—¥e r é ’ - oi. ‘ing stage show. ' : Marian Anderson will make fourth 
0 Vineyard farm. ; Art director Jack Otterson spent | Three prominent French stage fig- slated to start operations Jan. 1. The}: appearance here on Feb. 1, present- 
ue ie Sadie Gite tltine up ats | the holidays . home here, air-hop- | pyres passed on recently. They 7 new date is Feb. 1. |ing a recital in opera house of 
offices in Radio City, taking quar-| ping in from Coast. | Jeanne Granier, 87, pre-World War | | Municipal Auditorium. 
5 ters at the Roxy, for which it Pro- | Ten p. m. curfew on femme enter- comedienne; Charles Fallot, 66, ac- | A ; S’Renco Art theatre, which showed 
1g duces the stage —o. asia telnera hae dumped a lot of ‘em out tor-singer-composer-author, and Paul | Smee? Saaeees of PES | foreign-mades, has shuttered because ~ 
“ ae aoe, Sonere , See aa of jobs around here. Case is up for Weil, singer-actor of the old school. Detroit, Jan. 9. of lack of product. Will relight ‘when 
: today (Wed.) at the Astor when in- | 2PPeal. Station WJBK is unhappily esti- "€w foreign films become available. 
5 ducting him into the outfit. | Mixup in Glenn Miller-Arena or k mating by the tablecloth audit sys- ' Pies R23 yee a legac 
ie ee, ee a oer is | Sanaane fo atl rae a exe | Austra ta tem the scope of its possible losses st, Louis Grand Opera Assn. Sue- 
Je ies a for ve ae g Airtel — | ated show when management | By Eric Gorrick due to Transcontinental sinking on ceeds James M. Darst, manager of 
8 eee ee Be Po pln = | claimed a deduction for a missed Ss the day of its launching. The sta- | Municipal Auditorium, resigned. ’ 
at Benjamin Miggins, 20th-Fox gen-| matinee. Show was final one for) wo, weather upping carnival on thinks it may be pera nl il Pe vee See Hy ig Pe > 
eral manager for continental Europe, | this spot till spring. biz. and wiser. Station had started an | rec - ittle - ~ a os 
5. expected in New York next month,/. Jan Rubini returning to U. S. after $8,000 advertising campaign to in- Sy Waliiesake Glaae oe les de stint 
to his first trip to U.S. in about a year. | 37 weeks here for Hoyts. ; clude 24-sheets, newspaper display, | as a tacult member ot Stanford U 
id David E. Rose, Paramount's man- G ld | “Lion Has Wings’ (UA), air- | posters and direct mail. "Gonren 4 Busher, 43. head of the 
il- aging director in Great Britain, ar- O wyn mailed from London in 10 days, | ra ho Waminanataos tin. mane 
to vived in New York from the Coast opened in Sydney. It’s the British Also had extensively rearranged Busher Sound Engineering Co., dea 
by train Mond 8 t to Continued from page 3 ee da pic. ; its schedule, turned down some pend- of heart disease in his hotel room. 
y train Monday (8) preparatory ee en ‘ ine foreien 1 Was buried in Kansas City, his for- 
5. sailing for Europe. — a ee : Ken Hall starting ‘Dad Rudd, ing foreign language commitments sour haan , 
c). flying weather postponed 28es On Is Claim thal soewyn JS M.-P. for Cinesound. Pic is designed and now probably can kiss good-bye | "Sig X. Hartman, former manager 
er Coast trip of Al Margolies, United legally tied to UA until Sept. 2, 1945. 5) “the local and British markets. a lot of prospective chainbreak | of the Chase Club. west end nitery 
od Artists publicity chief, from Friday However, working on the basis that Bert Bailey heads a hometalent cast. blurbs that were contingent upen | te wet ferme & Leserus. Martéaen te 
Ae (5) to this week. He'll be away Goldwyn had probably guaranteed Portion of the old Bijou theatre, ae Seah aie Pitt > ey - Ax 
’ ‘ network programs coming through. now manager of the nitery in Hotel 
about three weeks. to indemnify Warners for any legal Melbourne, once w.k. vaude house ponte Stevens, Chicago 
0- First all-Australian musical pro- | qifficulties they got into because of under the Fuller management, being | Evelyn Moser, native, and former 
“ _ “ot = L. =e * 7 ‘the the ‘Westerner’ contract, Schwartz a into a site to be used by Party Called Ot: ‘member of dancing. chorus of 
- en last nig (Tuesday) a et. E Cigar hie er ocal bank. ; ‘ei : . a 
st gerich Center, N.Y. All artists and Pointed out that such indemnification “ty, Ger Your Hat,’ the London mu- Akron, O., Jan. 9. Se See ee gg seller 
00 Composers participating are cur- guarantee does not hold in court and joa) hit of last season, having a WJW’s ‘open house party’ to which poy has terping role in ‘Leave It 
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died 15 years ago. Surviving also 


| Barry, the turn was one of the top- | 
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OBITUARIES 


HARRY DAVIS 
Harry Davis, 78, founder of the 
anew tata in American, died in 
ittsburgh Jan. 2. 
Further details on page 20. 





SIR FRANK BENSON 


Sir Frank Benson, 81, a leading | 
Shakespearian actor in Great Britain 
for more than 50 years and founder 
of the theatrical company bearing his 
name, died in London Dec. 31. 

Much of his early training was 
gained from Sir Henry Irving and 
Ellen Terry, with whom he made his | 
debut in ‘Romeo and Juliet’ at the} 
Lyceum theatre, London, in the ‘80s. | 
He founded the Benson School of | 
Dramatic Art, London, in 1883 and | 
three years later became an active. 
participant in the Shakespearian | 
Festivals at Stratford-on-Avon. A} 
constant source of aid to him in his, 
varied undertakings was his wife, 
Constance Fetherstonhaugh, whom 
he married in 1886. She essayed 
many leading roles in his companies 
and also assisted in managing his 
enterprises. 

He produced all of the Bard’s 
plays, with the exception of ‘Titus 
Andronicus’ and ‘Troilus and Cres- 
sida.’ While associate? with the 
Stratford Festival, he produced no 
less than 26 of the annual cele- 
brations. 

Among contemporary actors who, 
absorbed his teachings at one time or 
another are included Robert Donat, 








IN MEMORIAM 


SHELLEY HULL 


DIED JAN. 13, 1919 
WILLIAM KERRY HALLIGAN 





Sir Cedric Harwicke and Robert 
Atkins. In recognition of his con- 
tributions to the perpetuation of the 
Shakespearian drama, he _ was! 
knighted by King George V on the! 
Bard’s tercentenary at the Drury 
Lane theatre, London, in 1916. 

The World War brought a tempo- 
rary cessation in his activities, as he 
volunteered in the ambulance corps, 
later being awarded the Croix de 
Guerre. He made a brief tour of 
South Africa after the war, his career 
ending in 1933 when he was 
pensioned by the Government in 
view of his support to the English 
drama. 





FLORA FINCH 


Flora Finch, 71, pioneer film 
comedienne, died Jan. 4 in Holly- 
wood from a steptococcus infection. 
She had been in pictures more than 
30 years, after an early career as a 
Shakespearean actress and later in 
vaudeville. 

Born in England in 1869, deceased 
broke in with the Ben Greet players 


‘enterprises, 


slaughter and Miss Mackaye to one 
year for concealing facts in connec- 
tion with the slaying. After their 
marriage in 1931, Miss Mackaye re- 
tired from the stage while Kelly 
made a comeback on stage and 
screen. She is survived by her hus- 
band and daughter, Valerie Ray- 
mond, 16. 





ERNEST W. MORRISON 

Ernest W. Morrison, 46, Paramount 
executive and former manager of all 
Paramount theatres in the south, 
died last week in Atlanta after long 
illness. 

Morrison had been closely identi- 
fied with the amusement business the 
greater part of his life, beginning at 





Bijou theatre, Savannah, where he 
became manager, following with his 


| 25-year Par connection, serving that. 
Houston, | 


organization in Dallas, 
Memphis, and New Orleans. Illness 
forced him to retire from post as 
district manager for Paramount in 
the south. 

Inactive recently because of ill 
health, Morrison returned to Atlanta 
six months ago from Miami, where 


ago. 
Eddie Leonard, Pat Rooney and Ma- 
rion Bent, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Nor- 
worth and others of like popularity. 

Their routine remained unchanged 
for years, Barry portraying a young 
hick smitten with an actress (Mrs. 
Barry) in a skit titled ‘The Rube.’ 
Their layoffs were few and far be- 
tween and the act’s salary, $650, 20 
years ago, was then considered very 
high, 





MARIE S. GAYLER 


Mrs. Marie Stoddart Gayler, con- 
cert soprano until 10 years ago, died 
of a heart attack in her husband’s 
studio in the Metropolitan Opera 
House, N. Y., Dec. 29. 

She sang with many oratorio so- 
cieties in the U. S. and Canada and 
as Marie Stoddart toured with the 
Russian Symphony for five years. 
For four years she was a soloist with 
the Boston symphony orch and also 
sang at the Bach Festivals in Bethle- 
hem, Pa. In later years most of her 
appearances had been confined to 


‘churches. 


Surviving is her husband. 





FRANK C. CASEY 


Frank C. Casey, 61, former stage 
manager of the old Orpheum, Oak- 


he had been in charge of operations'land, Cal. and in the theatre as 


for Paramount. Widow and daugh- 


ter survive. 





JULES MURRY 
Jules Murry, 76, long associated 
with the Shuberts as booker for their 
and manager of the 
United Booking Office since its 
founding in 1932, died, following a 


'month’s illness, in Yonkers, N. Y., 
‘Dec. 30. 


A resident of the U. S. for a half 


‘century, he was born in Munich, 


Germany, and began his career as a 
manager before joining the Shubert 
organization. He conducted its book- 


‘ing affairs for years until the UBO 


was launched by merging Shubert 
and Erlanger booking departments. 
He had been a member of the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild. 

Surviving are a daughter, Mrs. 
John H. Crockett, with whom he 
lived in Yonkers, and a brother, 
Lazarus, in Germany. 





KIT KARSON 

R. G. Miller, 65, trick marksman 
and lariat expert in his circus and 
vaudeville days under the name of 
‘Kit Karson,’ died in Worcester, 
Mass., last week. 

First booked in Leipzig, Germany, 
under the name of ‘Kitt Koster,’ he 
toured European variety halls. Re- 
turning to the U. S., he played the 
Keith, Orpheum, Ohio and Interstate 
chains. 


York, 

Early in the century he joined Gus 
Hill’s wild west show and changed 
his name to ‘Kit Karson.’ He later 
joined the Young Buffalo wild west 
show with which Tom Mix had be- 
come associated. 


At one time he managed 
Proctor’s 23d Street theatre, New 


actor, treasurer and stagehand since 
1899, died in Oakland, Jan. 2. 

Casey founded the Oakland IATSE 
and held many offices in the union. 
At time of death he was an operator 
at the Roxy, Oakland. Survived by 
widow, mother, twin daughters and 
grandson, 





CAPT. JOHN G. SPACEY 


Capt. John Graham Spacey, 45, 
died suddenly in Hollywood Jan. 2, 
the day following a party he at- 
tended there. A captain in the Brit- 
ish army during the World War, he 
had been shell shocked. 

Spacey was a legit juvenile, but 
latterly was in pictures. Known in 
stock, he appeared in road com- 
panies of ‘The Bat’ and ‘The Fool.’ 
A military funeral was arranged by 
the British Benevolent Society. 





GEORGE RILEY 


George Riley, 42, former theatre 
operator and recently employed at 
the Warner studio, died Jan. 1 in 
Pasadena after a heart attack dur- 
ing the Rose Bowl football game. ° 

He was the first manager of War- 
ner Bros. Hollywood theatre, which 
opened about nine years ago. Sur- 
viving is his widow. 





HARRY BEDFORD 


Harry Bedford, 66, old time music 
hall comedian and writer of comic 
songs, died in a Surrey, England, 
hospital Dec. 18 after three months’ 
illness. 

One of his best known ditties was 
‘A Little Bit Off the Top.’ 





A. LEROY HASENBALG 


A. LeRoy Hasenbalg, 36, for five 
years national sales rep for NBC 


They rated in the class of. 








—— 


in Elizabethan repertoire. Her flair 
for comedy led her into vaude and 
ultimately to Hollywood. From 1910 
to 1915 she teamed with John Bunny, ' actor who retired five years ago af- 
the outstanding film comic of his | ter a career of more than 50 years in 
time. In that period they made 260'the American theatre, died Jan. 2, 
shorts. Since Bunny’s death in 1916, | jn Englewood, N. J. 
Miss Finch had played in practically; Born in Kent, England, he came to 
every Hollywood studio. , | America as a youth and subsequently 
Among her pictures were The , Played in various stock companies 
Cat and the Canary,’ ‘Captain Sal-| throughout the country. Some of 


vation,’ “Quality Street,’ “Rose of ‘his recent plays included ‘Waterloo 
the Golden West,” ‘The Wife’s Rela- Bridge,’ in "aiteh he appeared on| 


tions,’ “The Faker,’ “The Haunted Broadway in 1930, and ‘Crucible’ 
House,’ ‘Come Across,’ “The Scarlet three years later. He also was fre- 
Letter’ and ‘Postal Inspector.’. In re- | quently seen in productions of the 


cent years Miss Finch was a member | Theatre Guild, William A. Brady and | pop dance leader in Midwest terri- 


of the stock company at Metro. |the Shuberts. Since his retirement | tory, died at his home in New Hamp- 
se Pee ee emarD counte- ‘he had lived at the Actors Fund ton, Iowa. Retired since 1930. He 
nance, opposed to Bunny’s obese ; i . 


Home, Englewood. ips . 
shape, made for spontaneous humor, = was buried at New Hampton. 
in the old days. For the most part | CHARLES MINTZ 


she remained in the background; (Charles Mintz, 50, a pioneer car- | ; ; : 

; ; ff » OU, , ' Frank Neil, 50, 
after Bunny’s death, reappearing 1N | toon producer in pix, died Dec. 30 of Tivoli ‘eecioes year preys 
1923 when assigned to an important after a heart attack at his Beverly | Melbourne Jan. Y from injuries suf- 
part in a Marion Davies starrer, Hills home. At his death he was! fered when struck by an automobile. 


‘When Knighthood Was in Flower.’ | ,,; : d r- 1. 8 : : 
Sater, the tise tate & tee tele ta. | with os ae . La gd he aa | Further details in foreign section. 





in Crafton, 
Jan. 4, 

Futher details will be found in 
the radio section. 


WILLIAM ARTHUR EVANS 
William Arthur Evans, 79, vet 








LUCIO D’AMBRA 


Lucio D’Ambra, 59, well known 
Italian playwright, novelist and 
author, died in Rome, Dec. 31. 

One of his works, ‘False Alarm,’ 
was presented at the little theatre in 
1931. 





W. C. CARPENTER 
W. C. Carpenter, 72, for 40 years a 











FRANK NEIL 





out of Pittsburgh, died at his home 
suburb of Pittsburgh, 

















tn Soak 5 ; toons. | 
pearances in legit, one of which was 4 jawyer and jeweler before joining | 


Warners as a booker in New York. | 
His first productions were medical 
shorts. 

Mintz started his animated cartoon 


with W. C. Fields in ‘Poppy.’ 





DOROTHY MACKAYE 


Dorothy Mackaye Kelly, 38, for- 
mer stage player, died Jan. 5 in 
Monte Sano, Cal., hospital as a re- 
sult of injuries sustained in a mo- 
tor accident. Her death followed 


that of her father, John Mackaye, by 
four days. 
On the _ stage Miss Mackaye 


achieved note as star in ‘The Dove,’ 
*‘Son-Daughter’ and other plays. Her 
acting career was cut short in 1927 
by a fatal fist fight in which her 
first husband, Ray Raymond, was 
killed by Paul Kelly, whom she later 
married. Kelly was sentenced to 
two years in San Quentin for man- 





series, ‘Felix the Cat,’ in 1920, after | 
Other cartoons | 


he had left Warner. 
he produced were ‘Oswald the Rab- 


bit,” ‘Scrappy’ and ‘Color Rhap- 
sodies.’ 

Survivors are his widow, son, 
daughter, two. sisters and two 


brothers. 
JIMMIE BARRY 
Jimmie Barry, 74, oldtime vaude 
performer who teamed with his wife 
on the leading circuits 25 years ago, 
died in Dingman’s Ferry, Pa., Jan, 4. 
Billed as Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie 


EFFIE I. C. CARLTON 
Mrs. Effie I. Canning Carlton, 86, 
retired actress and composer of 
‘Rock-a-Bye Baby’, died Jan. 7 in 
Boston. 
Further details in music section. 





| Collett Henry Munger, III, 15- 


month-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Col-| 


| lett H. Munger, Jr., died in an At- 
| Janta hospital last week after brief 
illness. Child’s father is prez of 


Rhodes Theatre Operating Co., in| 
| charge of Rhodes and Techwood the. | 


'atres, Atlanta. 





Maria Theresa Iturbi, 78, mother 
/of the concert pianist, Jose Iturbi, 
died of a heart attack Jan. 2 in New 
York. Her husband, Ricardo Iturbi, 


are another son and a daughter, Am- 
paro, also a concert pianist. 


H 





Vivian Green, 55, father of orches- 
tra leader Johnny Green, died at his 
home in Mamaroneck, N., Y., Jan. 3, 
following a heart attack. He was a 
realtor. Survived by widow and 
one other son, film director Richard 
A. Green. 





Mother of Louis Phillips, Para- 
mount attorney at the h.o. and a 
specialist in distribvtion legalistics, 
died at her home in Brooklyn Sun- 
day night, Jan. 7%. She was 88. 
Funeral was held in Brooklyn Jan. 8. 





Anne Bryant (Boots) Pearson, 33, 
widow of Arthur Pearson, legit pro- 
ducer, died Jan. 1 in Lenox Hill 
hospital, New York. Burial was in 
Lerty, Virginia. 





Clyde J. (Ted) Knight, 34, for 
eight years pianist with the Fernau 
dance orchestra in Columbus, O., 
died Jan. 1 in that city after a brief 
illness. Widow, daughter and son 
survive, 





Gussie Machnovitch, wife of Sam- 
uel Machnovitch, treasurer of Uni- 
versal, died in N. Y. Jan. 3 follow- 
ing an operation, several weeks be- 
fore. 





Maurice Borodkin, 44, head of 
Paramount's music library, died Jan: 
4 in Hollywood. Surviving are his 
widow and three daughters. 


MARRIAGES 


Jane Bryan to Justin W. Dart, in 
Chicago, Dec. 31. Bride whose real 
name is Jane O’Brien, is a featured 
Warner player. He’s an executive 
of a chain drug store concern. 

Mrs. Nell Breckenridge to Julius 
E. Smith, in Boulder City, Nev., Dec. 
19. Groom is vet film-house owner 
in Tonopah, Nev. 

Maxine Johnson to Urlin White- 
man, at Topeka, Kans., Dec. 28. 
Groom is engineer for KGLO at 
Mason City, Iowa. 

Marie Astaire to Dr. Leo M. Schul- 
man, in Hollywood, Jan. 2. Bride is 
film actress. 

June Travis to Fred Friedlob, in 
Crown Point, Ind., Jan. 3. Bride is 
film and radio player. 

Myrtle Williams to Norman Moon 
in Des Moines, Dec. 29. Bride is 
secretary in charge of transcriptions 
at WHO, Des Moines; he’s radio and 
recording vocalist in Des Moines. 

Claire Louise Armstrong to Rob- 
ert Armstrong, in Reno, Nev., Dec. 
30. He’s the film player. 

Ruth Neil to Phil Collette, in 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 1, He’s a dance band 
leader. 

Helen Taylor, non pro, to Jack 
Thomas, WJW bookkeeper and for- 
mer orchestra vocalist, at Akron, O., 
Jan, 1. 

Eleanor Zieg, non pro, to Paul 
Hunt, Akron, WJW announcer, at 
Marion, O. 

Betty Jane Zeeman to Murray 
Jones, in Richmond, Va., Dec. 26. 
Bride is show biz swimming per- 
former; he’s 1932 Olympic swimmer, 
and in Billy Rose’s New York 
World’s Fair Aquacade last summer. 

Beverly Glueck to Dr. George 
Buttermiller, in Milwaukee, Dec. 23. 
Bride is radio’s Beverly Gay, wom- 
en’s news commentator; he’s Cin- 
cinnati physician. 

Peggy Chace, non pro, to Roy Ma- 

son, North Platte, Neb., announcer. 
} Celeste Holm to Francis Davis, in 
Woodstock, N. Y., Jan. 7. Bride is a 
legit actress, currently in ‘The Time 
of Your Life,’ on Broadway. 

Diana Lewis to William Powell, in 
Warm Springs, Nev., Jan. 5. Both are 
film players. 

Ethel Anderson, non pro, to Tom 
Dane, WBAL, Baltimore, announcer, 
in Pittsburgh. 

Marjorie C. Grashaw to Merrill 
Cowan, in Cleveland, Jan. 6. He’s 
; manager of Alhambra, Cleveland 
| film theatre. 

Merrill I. Cowan to Marjorie C. 
Grashaw, non-pro, in Cleveland Jan. 
6. He is manager of Alhambra, 
Cleveland movie house. 

Norma Rogers to Lee Powell, in 
Chicago, Jan. 7. Bride is circus per- 
former; he’s picture player. 

Bertha Marie Champeau to Ralph 
R. Patt Jr., in Detroit, Dec. 20. He’s 
manager of WPAY, Portsmouth, O. 

Phyllis Langner to John Cornell, 
| in New York, Dec. 31. Bride is legit 
player and daughter of Laurence 
|Langner, Theatre Guild director; 
/ he’s ‘Mamba’s Daughter’ stage man- 
| ager. 























| Malco Buys House 


Pine Bluff, Ark., Jan. 9. 
| Maleo Theatres Corp. has taken 
| over the Ritz, McGhee, and John 
| McLeod will manage. 

The building and equipment in- 
volved a deal of $40,000. 





APOSTOLI WIN RILES 
BETTINA FOLLOWERS 


By JACK PULASKI 

There was no title at stak 
Fred Apostoli mixed it ne bn 
Melio Bettina at Madison Square 
Garden Friday (5) but it was a 19. 
rounder that had not only the fight 
bugs but the odd-layers in a turmoil, 
Bettina, who toted the light-heavy. 
weight crown for a little while, was 
defeated, though favored as high as 
13 to 5 before the battle. 

It was Apostoli’s first appearance 
in the 175-pound division. He had 
been smacked around as a middle. 
weight after being rated the best 
man in that class. Consequently, 
the wise money was against him. 
Apostoli went to the canvas in the 
second, the boys who want action 
then quoting him a 6-1 shot. He was 
dropped in the next frame and the 
price soared further. 

Stamina and courage carried the 
Coast lad on and he began to regain 
some of the lost ground. Respond- 
ing to the urging of a handler, he 
charged out of his corner in the 10th 
and landed a right hander that 
looked like the bacon-winner. Right 
then Bettina started to huddle with 
the other fellow. He hung on gs0 
much that he lost the decision by 
such tactics in the last two rounds. 

It was the 10th that saw Bettina 
go horizontal. Fred’s corner had 
finally convinced him that by tossing 
the right he couldn't miss the port- 
sider from upstate N. Y. Bettina 
arose but went into the clinching 
spree that cost him the match. Even 
then the sports were spouting 5-1 
against Apostoli. 

Bettina hails from Beacon, N.Y., 
and on former Garden appearances 
the town sent the brass band down 
with him. There were no musickers 
this time and few fellow townsmen, 
who evidently shot the works the 
last time when the kid was licked. 

Another missing element was the 
usual mesmeristic stunt of Jimmy 
Grippo, Bettina’s manager. Grippo 
is a magician and it was alleged he 
was able to hypnotize the kid’s op- 
ponents by glaring across the ring. 
However, it seems that Apostoli 
speaks the same language since there 
was no response to Grippo’s efforts. 

Ringsiders figured that another 
match might decide who is the bet- 
ter battler since the verdict was 
questioned. There was no question 
that Apostoli hit the cleaner blows 
and he surprised the crowd by com- 
ing back after the early-round 
knockdowns. 

Despite the clinching in the final 
rounds, blows were aimed without 
regard to the rules and Referee 
Johnny McAvoy had plenty of 
trouble attending to his duties. He 
took several socks and was stained 
scarlet from the leaking maps of 
the fighters. It was just an ordinary 
card until the main event came 
along, the customers leaving the 
Garden satisfied they had seen the 
kind of slashing that lures devotees 
of the padded mitts, although plenty 
squawked about the decision, espec- 
ially those who bet and lost. 

Tonight (Wednesday) Bill Conn, 
lightheavy champ, essays to box as a 
heavyweight, meeting Henry Cooper, 
from Brooklyn, in the main event. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Luber, son, 
in Hollywood, Jan. 2. Father is 
member of Paramount’s legal staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Bates, daughter, 
in New York, Dec. 29. Father is 
indie producer of Chiclets radio 
show. 

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Dare, son in 
Hollywood, Jan. .4. Mother was 
Lucille Walker, screen actress, fath- 
er stage director. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Ray Spencer, &@ 
son, at St. Thomas hospital, Akron. 
He is an announcer for WADC. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rittley, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. Father is 
vaudeville and circus performer; 
mother is an outdoors performer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jones, daugh- 
ter, in Little Rock, Ark., Jan. 4. 
Father is manager of Saenger thea- 
tre, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Solomon, son, 
in Massillon, O., Jan. 1. Father is 
manager of Warner's Lincoln thea- 
tre, Massillon. , 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Spencer, son, if 
Akron, O., Jan. 1. Father is an- 
nouncer with WADC, Akron. ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Chet Lauck, son, 1 
Los Angeles, Dec. 30. Father is Lum 
of radio team, Lum and Abner. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kennedy, son, 1? 
Cleveland, Dec. 15. Mother is the 
fcrmer June Saunders, of Detroit 
radio; father is Cleveland radio an- 
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Foreign Distribs’ Dreamy 
Uniontown, Pa. 


gditor, VARIETY: 
An article which proved rather in- 


teresting to the writer appeared un- 


What They Think column in 
der oath Anniversary issue. Dan 
che of the World Playhouse, Chi- 
vago, has gone into the French film 
cieijtion in a rather detailed man- 
er and has brought forward several 

cae good points. His plea for. wider 
distribution of worthy product of 
this type is very well taken, but he 
s overlooked an important stum- 
pling block which, as I see it, pre- 
yents his excellent thought from be- 
ing put into action throughout the 
country. ; 
This stumbling block is the abso- 
Jute lack of cooperation, and ‘I Don’t 
Care’ attitude and improper adver- 
tising of their product by the various 
distributors of this imported film. 
Until the distributors of this class of 
celluloid merchandise become better 
acquainted with what can be and 
what cannot be done out in the sticks 
their prints will continue to grace 
the shelves of Lloyds until the stock 
dries ‘out and the sprocket holes 
shrink! 

The writer has had quite a bit of 
experience in the foreign film field, 
having opened the Avenue Cinema 
in Pittsburgh in September, 1931. I 
successfully managed and publicized 
that house for several years. It was 
put natural that later, when taking 


carry over a certain amount of in- 
terest and liking for the imported 
productions. 

However, I have found to my sor- 
row that it is next to impossible to 
book a foreign film of any merit 
whatsoever in a town the size of 
Uniontown boasting a population of 
2,000! The reason is that distribu- 
tors of these prints almost automati- 
cally make the price out of all 
bounds of reason, impose conditions 
which cannot be overcome and seem 


should never leave the shelves un- 
large city. 


has gone to the trouble to locate the 
distributor of any particular film. 
Mr Roche mentions ‘Club de 
Femmes,’ ‘Mayerling,’ ‘Carnival in 
Flanders,’ etc. etc., but I am at loss 
to find in any of the trade jurnals 
the name and 
tributors of these films. I should 
think that jin Anniversary issues at 


address, etc., 
a secret! 


and not keep things 


hibitor ean find the proper address 
of the foreign film distributor his 
troubles have just started. I have 
found in a number of instances that 


tize of mine writes to a distributor 
of this type he is automatically clas- 
sified as a ‘sucker,’ and a form letter 
tomes back quoting a price or condi- 


mall town. 


never plays and the film is still on 
Lloyd’s shelf. 


given me a number of times—in fact, 
most any time I have tried to play a 
foreign picture of merit. To go way 
back, Mr. Goldberg, who controlled 
Reta Hearts in Waltz Time,’ figured 
own should also have to take 
nae five mediocre German pro- 
ee if they wanted to see ‘Zwei 
frzen.’ My good friend Charley 
Tanz wanted a price for ‘Moonlight 


: two days. ‘Mayerling’ was a prob- 
*m child to me—as yet I have not 


Print for rent. 





Tam citing these specific instances 
aoe Mr. Roche why his very 
rthy thought cannot be carried 

—~at least under present condi- 

a Until such time that these 
a. e2 Picture distributors realize 
when a little town like mine 


€s inquiry it is simply because | 


© exhibitor himself is interested in 
unusual and has the ‘guts’ to go 
ot and try to merchandise it to the 
inde ic—the French films will 
ue to get runs only in the 
lager cities, © : 
th the exhibitor from the small 
Ww 
wcted to in every way possible, for 
tribe run means money to the dis- 
— that otherwise he would 
*f get. However, as I have said, 
© distributor seems to automati- 
so Swell up an inch or so every 
© he does get an inquiry, and al- 





| 
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WHAT THEY THINK’ 


most automatically quotes a price or 
conditions of an impossible nature. 
Do they realize that, in a situation 
like mine, for every picture of theirs 
that might get a date in our theatre 
a regular program picture under 
contract must be paid for to open up 
the time. Do they realize that our 
ordinary advertising appropriation 
must be doubled so that their pro- 
duction can at least get over? And, 
finally, do they realize that, unless 
the exhibitor works his head off on 
publicity angles and gives the for- 
eign masterpiece the ‘works,’ it will 
almost always die brutally and leave 
the small-town exhibitor only with 
his pride in having presented some- 
thing worthwhile. 

If these foreign-film distributors 
are interested in getting every dollar 
possible from their pictures I would 
suggest that they take a small ad in 
the trade journals once in a while to 


{acquaint the lesser exhibitors with 


their offerings and where these offer- 


/ings may be obtained. Also, when 


they get replies from these smal] ads 


| they should take population, type of 


patronage, etc., into consideration 
when quoting prices, and not simply 
grab from the telephone book. 

When they do, I feel reasonably 


‘sure they will start picking up a 


number of- bookings around the 
country, but I'll be damned if I 
would pay as much for one of their 


| freaks as I pay for ‘Jesse James.’ Do 
‘vou blame me? 


up my present connection, I should | 


Ken Woodward, 
Capito] Theatre. 





Variety Called Soft 


Stapleton, S. I. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Did your radio reviewer Hobe put 
on his rose-colored ear muffs before 
tuning in the Screen Guild show on 
Dec. 24? That’s about the only 
explanation I can think of for his re- 
view. Especially when I think of 
some particularly caustic comments 


| that have been printed lately. 


to have the attitude that the films | 


less the booking happens to be in a | 


I have heard many poor radio pro- 
grams but it is a long time since I 
heard one as sour as the Screen 
Guild show on Christmas Eve. The 


| only listenable moments were during 


All this applies after the exhibitor | 


Nelson Eddy’s opening solo. As for 


' the muchly over-rated special star I 
' think 20th Century-Fox better go out 


address of the dis- | 


least these distributors could com- | 
bine for at least a half-page ad giv- | 
ing the titles they have, their street | 


when an exhibitor from a town the | 


tions that could never be met in a| 
As a result the picture | 


This sort of run-around has been | 


nata’ which I could hardly gross, 


n able to find who really has a | 


ho inquires that should be | 


and dream up some other plans. 
(Miss) M. Caffrey. 





Giving Public a Break 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


I can't possibly understand how 


you could write a piece like ‘The 
Nocturnal Parade’ in the anniversary 
issue, and omit a spot like the Fiesta 
Danceteria, undoubtedly the newest 


Mew. providing the small-town ex- _and most novel idea to hit Broadway 


in many a year. 

It has certainly put a crimp into 
the jitterbug joints such as_ the 
Hickory House and the Famous Door, 
and what it has done to the rest of 
the Street is already an old story. 
It’s the first time in the entire history 
of Brcadway that anyone has given 
the public a break—and. what a 
break! 

Spencer Hare 
Fiesta Danceteria. 


Will Explain Later 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Variety on Dec. 27th has the Chi- 
cago Telenews Theatre sized up so 
wrongly that it is funny. I'll see you 
a year from now and tell you how 
wrong you were. 

Best wishes for a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year to you and all 

| the members of your staff who have 

been so kind to us during the past 

| year. 

W. French Githens 
President, 

The Newsrec’ Theatres, Inc. 





Calis Show Properly Described 
San Francisco. 
| Editor, VARIETY: 
The recent personal appearance of 
five Universal players in connection 
with the opening of ‘Tower of Lon- 


stands as a glaring example of poor 
showmanship. Described at the 


‘here—confidentially, it stinks,’ the 
show lived up in every way to Auer’s 
statement. 

| Equipped with poor material and 
in one case with none at all, it would 
seem that the picture might have 
had a better chance without their 
efforts. Auer offered two or three 
| Hollywood jokes that the audience 


don’ at the Warfield theatre here | 


_ tres, 
opening by the m.c., Mischa Auer, as | weren't inieresied. There's not much 
‘just a little something we knocked | to be done by the industry about 
together on the phone on the way | No. 1, it is pointed out, but the prob- 








applauded out of politeness and then ' 
introduced John Suttin, a personable . 
young man who stooged a minute 
or two and walked off holding his | 
belly (we can understand that). 
Next, Boris Karloff came on. Got aj 
big hand and proceeded to dish out popular sheet music amounted to,up. The past year was Victor's big- 
a lot of ‘up the year’s from the Ma- | 15,000,000 copies, or 4,000,000 copies gest in history. Unconfirmed brett 
jestic to the Warfield,’ and said he’d more than it had been for the pre- fairly reliable reporis set its increase 
overheard that there’s better than ViOus year. ai a substantial 700% over the ebb 
even break Fair reopens in ‘40’.| One firm, Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. years of 1933-34. Decca may or may 
Bela Lugosi tried hard for a while | S0ld over 2,000,000 copies, while two not have had its sales harmed in the 
and then presented Nan Gray, a| thers, Santly-Joy-Select and Breg- past several months due to its for- 
great disappointment indeed. She ™an-Vocco-Conn each topped the bidding radio broadcasters from 
is of the hand-kissing arm-flinging I- | 1,000,000 copy mark. Shapiro-Bern- using Decca disks on the air. Com- 
love-you-all-my-public variety. | stein’s ‘Beer Barrel Polka has al- pany's nix is being observed in the 
All this might appear to be offset Teady hit 600,000 copies, while the key centers but apparently it hasn't 
by the fact that the show was S@me concerns ‘South of the Border’ disturbed hinterland  disk-casters 
packed from noon ‘til midnight by | 2S reached 650,000 copies and gives from using ’em. 
one pushover audience after another, | indication of doing another 50,000 or ‘Made’ Miller, Others 
mostly kids. , 75.000. S-B got better than 300,000, Business again contributed artists 
copies out of ‘Penny Serenade,’ 250,- to the entertainment world who were 
out of ‘My Prayer’ and 200,000 out of ‘made’ by records. Glenn Miller's 
‘Cinderella, Stay in My Arms.’ orchestra is listed in that category, 
For Santly-Joy ‘Three Little his rise in popularity being based on 
Fishies’ and ‘Man with the Mandolin’ a sequence of records rather than 
each sold around 250,000, ‘Man and any single turnout. Ink Spots can 
‘In the Public Interest His Dream’ and ‘Apple for the base their skyrocket ascent on one 
ence and Necessity ; Teacher’ jointly accounted for 200,000 cutting, ‘If I Didn’t Care,’ which is 
This mandate hangs in the offices copies, the ‘East Side of Heaven’ listed among Decca’s best sellers of 
and the back of the minds of every | score another 300,000, ‘Kiss and Sigh,’ the yeer. Orrin Tucker's ‘Oh. Johnny, 
broadcaster in the business, but sel- | 50,000 and ‘Kiss, Kiss, Kiss,’ 50,000 Oh,’ with Bonnie Baker vocalizing, 
dom are they asked to live up to the | copies. Bregman-Vocco-Conn had a shot both into prominence only in 
letter of ‘Convenience’ as were the turnover of 360,000 copies on ‘Little the past couple of months. Too, 
producers of the ‘Musical Memory | Sir Echo,’ 300,000 on ‘Scatterbrain,’ Glen Gray’s ‘Sunrise Serenade,’ also 
Contest’ when shortly before their | 190,000 on ‘Angels Sing,’ 110,000 on among Decca’s best scllers, helped to 
scheduled broadcast at 9:00 p.m. on the ‘Honolulu’ score, 55,000 on ‘Day bring that band back into the lime- 
Saturday night on WQXR, they were in and Day Out,’ 55.000 on ‘This Is lieht. ‘Serenade’ also proved a best 
handed a request for tickets with No Dream’ and 30,000 on ‘You Look seller for Glenn Miller. 
this ‘by-the-way’ postscript: Good to Me.’ Probably the best single seller of 
P.S—As there ts a ten-year-old Another big seller for the year was the year, encompassing all versions 
child with us, please make it at 8:00 | Robins “Deep Purple’ which went turned out by different companies, 
oan. Thank you. 450,000 copies. bands and singers was ‘Beer Barrel 
awit, Shania The sale of phonograph records, Po)ka.’ It’s first on Victor's list as 


F - only a few years ago regarded asone done by Will Glahe’s Czecho- 
PREENETEN: ORRGET, en of the real tragedies of the Terrible sjoyakian brass band, from which 


Thirties, reached a boomish, bright- recording it came to attention first 
ish, peak in 1939. Trade figures are not jn the middle west. Same tune is 
complete but at least 50,000,000 wax high on. Decca’s list with the 
Editor, Variety: platters were retailed during the ‘Andrews Sisters as the inierpretive 
In your last Variety I noticed a, Year and the total may be nearer artists, their ‘Well Allright’ backing 
misunderstanding in your review of | 60,000,000. Interpreted, this means jt, 
the Music Hall’s production. The! 700 0 increase over the ebb years, It | Other best sellers were ‘E] Rancho 
costumes for La Conga have been at- | T¢™4ms one of the great comebacks ' Grande’ (Bing Crosby-Decca); ‘Three 


; ic | of amusement history. And the out- Little Fishies’ (K “Mi : 
tributed to myself. Allow me to/ 3) ¢5, 1940 Papen A 1g ishies emp-Miller, Victor 


Boom In Pop Music 


Continued from page 1 














B. J. Smith. 





Please Move Show 
New York. 
Editor, Variety: 


, Conveni- 
> 


\ 





A Bow For Willa Van 
New York. 





recti j r ing ; : and K Kyser, ia): ‘ 
ee ese eeteling Zou, thet | With sales at that figure the tn~ Angele “ing” iBeany’” Godman 
Miss Willa Van. dustry has come back into its own Victor); ‘South of the Border’ 


land is again receiving recognition 
las a major industry. Platter sales ‘soatterbrain’ Gienay Gosdwan-to- 
|of individual ariists are more and lumbia); ‘Jumpin’ Jive’ (Cab Callo- 
‘more governing and _ regulating | way-vocalion): ‘My Last Goodbye’ 


|their salaries, eic., in other phases (Dick Jurgens-Vocalion): ‘ ’ 
;of the theatrical industry, besides (Tiny Ln 3 gga Angry 


| being a major source of income. 
Night Life 


Only recently the royalty plum of 
Continued from page 1 


Thanking you for your atention. Shep Fields-Sammy Kaye, Victor); 


Marco Monxtedore. 





Bob Du Pont Clarifies 


Woodside, L. I. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


In last week’s VARIETY my name 
was mentioned as being one of five 
acts that were being paid and not 
played at the French Casino, 1 never 
opened there and received no pay- 
| ment and expected none. Will ap- 
_preciate if you mention this fact. 
| Bob Du Pont. 





the various music companies was an- | 
nounced at $750,000, the highest it 
: has been in 12 years. 

Aside from the great increase in 
sales, the industry coursed through cinemas and other theatres to re- 
(lengthy legal troubles in 1939 from | main unshuttered until 2 a.m. on 
| several angles and saw the birth of Christmas and New Year's eves. 

U. S. Record Corp., headed by Eli' Theatre owners have been cheered 
|Oberstein, former recording director py another announcement of more 
for RCA Victor. Obersiein’s outfit qurable character, which permits in- 
Fed cagy. em bo oy een many | creased seating in local show houses. 
ys, oting its pressings from a : oe rea 
____ Continued from page 3 factory in Scranton, Pa. Business taut Glass ae ee 
men from that city figure promi- atres rapidly when an air alarm sig- 
nently among Oberstein’s backers. nal is given. 

Start of U. S. Records was reflected 
to some extent among the other com- 
panies who saw in the outfit a threat’ Three new film showcases, two of 
to the artists under contract to them, | Which rate among the largest in the 
It so happened that at that particular C@Pital, have reopened. They are the 
period several big selling bands were |Gaumont Palace, nabe house with 
due for renewals with Victor, and | 6,000 seats, for which the authori- 
Oberstein’s advent into the picture! tis have okayed 2,500-spectator 
may have contributed to Artie Shaw’s | Maximum; the 5,000-seat Marignan, 
and Tommy Dorsey’s jump in salary. Champs Elysees deluxe filmer, and 
Both were re-signed by Victor | the Apollo, — : 
under guarantees of $50,000 yearly! American picts are being released 
for two years. Plus royalties, this with greater regularity. Honolulu 
can gather Dorsey half as much again (M-G), ‘Affairs of Annabelle (RKO) 
for impressing his artistry on wax. and the French-dubbed hejor-iesniese's of 
Shaw, of course, is out of the biz, but bsg or secant showings. 
if he ever returns he’s still tied to rics oar “y —— the Brest 
Victor. His contract calls for Artie og ¥ meni - an enanen: ae 
Shaw’s orchestra, which means, no mrt for es a Sonar 
matter how many men he comes back besctorsdtor pool ; ah oondl 
with, he’s still obligated—under a re- tenon nel still a 
_vised monetary setup, of course. aaenre Miteetee? eeuiees ‘ 

z 7 I ‘ aints 
: Columbia Steps Out . Cafes, bars and other night spots 

With the takeover of American are not happy at all over the 
Record (now Columbia) by Colum- present situation. They had hoped 
bia Broadcasting, and the infusion of that the 2 a.m. holiday extensions 
CBS money into that organization, it would set a precedent and pave the 
foa_stepped out in an attempt to way for later closing times, 
strengthen a comparatively weak list Cafes and bars are among the best 
of artists. Columbia’s offer to Dorsey draws in town after 9:30 p.m. There 
was slightly under what he got from are some 25 classier rendezvous, the 
Victor. CRC did, however, succeed Jatest including Lucienne Boyer's 
in bagging Benny Goodman from Chea Elle, Suzy  Solidor’s Vie 
_ Victor. Coincident with Goodman’s Parisienne and Mimi Pinsones. 
shift Columbia dropped its 75¢ Maxim’s has been operating all 
Brunswick label to 50c and retagged along. Two new spots in town with 
it Columbia. Subsequently the 50c queer names are Boites a Sardines 
sides started to sell so much faster (Sardine Can) and Chez Betty Hoop. 
than the 35¢ Vocalion, issued by the Ciro’s, closed for years, is reopening 
same company, that a number of under Harry Lartigue’s management. 
artists were transferred from the All of these have small floor shows. 
cheaper cuttings to the 50-centers. There are some other boites dis- 

The drop from 75c to a 50c top creetly hidden away, and are re- 
price platter is credited with reviving maining open on the q.t. far beyond 
Columbia to a great exient this past official closing time. Police got ontc 
six months. It’s estimated that sales several of these places after an en- 
are up 300-350 over last year and, | thusiastic newspaperman wrote an 
for December alone, an increase of article about them. These places are 
600% over the same month of 1938 called Paris speakeasies and labelled 
was noted. Outfit claims 1939 was as the only new American importa- 
its biggest year since 1927. tion. to Paris’ after-dark world that 

Decca and Victor sales have shot | seems to have gained favor, 














| Survey Pix B.O. 


| 








getting at the root of the problem. 
| Best thing so far evolved, it is felt, 
is to hire, through the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers and Distributors of 
| America, a professional organization 
;to survey the film-goers. Plan is 
|for no fanfare, but for the majors 
}and circuits to make a quiet finan- 
i cial contribution for the project, and 
|for the querying to be q.t., as far 
as such a major survey permits. 

| Idea for the national survey 
evolved from a q.-and-a. on the 
same subject conducted for Joseph 
| Bernhard, chief of the Warner Bros. 
jcircuit, by Harry Goldberg, com- 
jpany’s theatre publicity head. Gold- 
; berg was able to query only about 
1,000 families and the results were 
not thought to be too satisfactory. 
It is felt, however, that with a care- 
fully worked out set of questions, 
put to a sufficient number of per- 
sons by experienced interviewers, 
such as those employed in the Gal- 
lup polis. a solution might really be 
found. If a way to get more people 
|into theatres isn’t immediately forth- 
coming, getting at the reason why 
they are not attending now, it is fig- 
|ured, will at least put the industry 
/on the track to better grosses in the 
|future. Survey, it is argued by its 
| protagonists, will in the long run 
more than pay for itself. 

| Warner querying, it is said by the 
|company execs, didn't tell them 
! anything they didn’t know. Virtually 
all of the answers were in two 
groups. First, was that people 
didn’t have the money to go to thea- 
and second was that they 


Three Showcases Reopen 


|lem—with increasing general busi- 
‘ness activity—is to find out what 
|puts a heavy portion of the public 
'in category No. 2. Warner survey, 
lthe company feels, failed to prove 
lanything conclusive because’ the 
budget for it did not permit delving 
‘deeply enough into reasons for the 
ilack of interest. | 
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